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Whole  No.  234 


Take  Notice. 

Examine  the  number  following  your  name 
on  the  wrapper  of  this  month's  Oologist.  It 
denotes  when  your  subscription  expired  or 
will  expire. 

Remember  we  must  be  notified  if  you  wish 
paper  discontinued  and  all  arrearages  must 
be  paid. 

209  your  subscription  expired  Dec.  1904 
234  your  subscription  expires  with  this  issue 
245    •  "  ■•  "         Dec,  1907 

257    "  "  ••  ••         Dec,  1908 

Intermediate  numbers  can  easily  be  deter- 
mined. If  we  have  you  credited  wrong  we 
wish  to  rectify. 

Entered  as  second-class  matter  December 
21,  1903,  at  the  post  office  at  Albion,  N.  Y., 
under  the  Act  of  Congress  of  March  3,  1879. 

FOR  SALE.— Unmounted  photographs  and 

lides  of  Audubon's  home  and  vicinity,  on 

the  Perkiomen  Creek.  Pa.    Will  exchange  for 

eggs  in  sets.    Nov.  2.  t.    THOMAS  H.  JACK- 

SON,  343  E.  Biddle  St.,  West  Chester.  Pa. 

WANTED.— In  exchange  following  species 
eggs  in  fine  sets.  Will  give  exchange  in  rarer 
species.  A.O.U.  261,  414a,  469.  468,  554b,  588, 
610a,  611a,  622e,  627,  648a,  654,  667,  680,  (iSle,  721b, 
725b.  725c,  743,  753,  761b.  THOMAS  H.  .JACK- 
SON, 343  E.  Biddle  St.,  West  Chester.  Pa. 
N.  4.  t. 

ENGLISH  CAVIES.-Black,  buff,  silver- 
grey,  red  and  white  and  red  Absynnians. 
Also  Brown  Leghorn  Cockerels  and  registered 
Shropshire  ram  lambs.  Will  exchange  for 
A.  No.  1  sets,  choice  Indian  relics,  bird  books 
or  cash.    FRANK  H.  LATTIN,  Albion,  N.Y, 

WANTEI).-A  1  sets  of  28.  67,  118,  196,  203, 
211  a  and  c,  277,  277a,  517,  529,  540,  567,  567e,  597, 
597a,  724.  These  are  not  rare  and  I  am 
sure  YOU  can  spare  some  of  them.  Also  for 
selection  332.  339,  ;i43,  360,  360a,  417,  420.  I 
always  want  Warblers.  Let  me  hear  from 
you.    A.  E.  PRICE.  Grant  Park,  111. 

WE  HAVE  fans,  jacobins,  pouters  and 
Tumbler  Pigeons  for  sale,  or  exchange  for 
gun,  kodak,  canaries,  Minorca  chickens,  rose 
bushes,  music  cabinet,  guitar,  or  revolver. 
CLINTON  PIGEON  LOFTS,  Clinton,  Mo. 


WANTED.— In  exchange  following  species, 
eggs  in  fine  sets.  Will  you  exchange  in  rarer 
species  A.  O.  U.  261,  414a,  469,  468,  5.54b,  588, 
610a,  611a,  622e,  627,  648a.  654,  667,  680.  6sie.  721b, 
725b,  725c,  743,  753,  761b.  THOMAS  H.  .JACK- 
PON.  .313  E.  Biddle  St.,  West  Chester.  Pa. 
S.4.t. 

INDIAN  arrow  heads,  mortars,  pitted 
stones,  rub  stones  and  broken  pottery  from 
mounds.  Old  newspapers  Mexican  war.  etc., 
for  cash  or  exchange.  What  have  you.  W. 
P.  AGEE,  Hope,  Ark.,  Sept.  8.  t. 

im-  NOTICE.-We  will  give  the  "Oologist' 
for  Four  Years  or  75c  in  cash  for  every  copy 
of  "Oologist"  for  June  1888,  Vol.  VI.  No.4, 
sent  us  in  good  condition.  Will  give  3  years, 
or  50c  for  April,  1889.  Address,  Manager 
Oologist,  Chili.  N.  Y. 

W^ANTED^ — First-class  birds'  skins 
and  eggs  in  sets;  w^ill  give  in  ex- 
change fine  U.  S.  and  foreign  stamps. 
Also  a  small  dealer's  stock  of  stamps 
to  exchange.  F.  T.  CORL.ESS,  804  E. 
14th    St.    North,    Portland,    Ore. 

PEDIGREED,  well  bred  collie  bitch  pup- 
three  months  old,  also  Guinea  pigs  for  sale. 
B.  S.  BOWDISH.  Demarest,  N.  J. 

WANTED. -Bird  skins.  Have  to  offer  in 
exchange  in  mounted  birds  Nos.  7,  59,  60,  77, 
149,  199,  208.  214,  221,  223,  228,  242,  248,  254,  263,  278, 
282,  284,  295,  300a.  331,  .366,  367,  378,  379a,  383,  390, 
4U7a.  403,  408,  412a,  413,  452,  457,  46,8,  474c,  474e, 478, 
478a,  481,  481,  492,  494,  507.  511b,  515,  524,  ,554,  557, 
559.  567,  580,  581e,  585,  587a,  5S7b,  595,  596,  605.  607. 
608,  610,  619.  620.  <;22b,  677.  681d.  6,S0,  697,  700.  702. 
728.  759b,  and  others.  Also  have  bird  skins, 
eggs,  in  sets  and  singles.  Will  exchange 
mounted  birds  for  sets.  Please  send  full 
lists.  JESSE  T.  CRAVEN,  572  Hubbard 
Ave.,  Detroit.  Mich. 

WANTED.— One  or  two  sets  of  each  of  the 
following,  for  cash,  if  prices  are  reasonable. 
Want  down  with  ducks,  and  not  less  than 
number  of  eggs  indicated,  in  each  set.  A.  O. 
U.59.  (.3;;  80,  (4);  126,  (3);  13.3,  (8);  140,  (10);  207, 
(6);  211,  (10);  212.  (10);  214,  (10);  218,  (10);  226,  (4); 
300,  (10);  305,  (10);. 364  (3);501,(5).  Setsof  1551-7; 
16  l-I;  44  1-3;  4  1-4;  Pheasant  2-10.  for  exchange. 
CHAS.  S.  THOMPSON,  Box  214.  Eaton.  Colo. 
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(JREAT  BIRD  BARGAIN.-Moving  com- 
pels me  to  sacrifice  my  finely  mounted  game 
birds;  chamber  and  orchestra  music;  sports- 
men's magazines.  List  for  stamp.  A.  R. 
SMITH.  1629  Edgely  Street.  Philadelphia.  Pa. 

FOR  SALE.— Fine  oak  cabinet  suitable  for 
any  kind  of  specimens.  Eleven  drawers 
measure  inside  2')  x  30  inches.  Over  50 
square  feet.  Made  be  expert  cabinet  maker. 
Send  stamp  for  photo  and  further  particulars. 
C.  F.  STONE.  Branchport.  N.  Y. 

ENVELOPES  PRINTED. -Corner  card  or 
address  6L  good  business  stock,  white,  yellow, 
blue,  amber.  100,  45c;  250,  95c;  500,  $1.50;  1000, 
$2.50;  5000,  $10.00;  10000,  $17.00  Your  name 
printed  on  100  extra  fine  white  bristol  cards, 
fine  writing  type  5(ic.  prepaid  at  prices  quoted. 
L.  S.  HOKTON.  Hyde  Park,  N.  Y.       J.  2.  t. 

WILL  SELL  For  Best  Cash  Offer.-Two 
sets  and  three  singles  of  Sandhill  Crane  eggs. 
Also  about  100  eggs  each.  White  Ibis.  Wood 
Ibis,  and  Fla.  Burrowing  Owl.  Box  447, 
Orlando,  Fla. 

C)FFER  first  class  bright  showy  exotic 
butterflies  either  spread  or  papered  for  first 
class  skins,  rare  eggs  in  sets  or  splendid 
mineral  crystals.  Data  essential.  Will  pur- 
chase perfect  butterflies  from  the  West. 
LEVI  W.  MENGEL.  Boys'  High  School, 
Reading.  Pa. 

WANTED  Setsof  30,  53,  78.  Also  skins  of 
384.  381,  390.  416,  and  419.  I  offer  A.  skins  of 
514a.  524a.  585c  and  567a.  Lists  solicited. 
STANLEY  G.  JEWETT,  689  Tenino  Ave., 
Portland.  Oregt)n. 

WANTED. -The  coming  season.  A.  I. 
authentic  sets  of  10,  36,  81,  82, 124,  204.  299,  334a, 
345.  352a.  372,  379,  660,  662,  664,  672,  749.  Offer 
Loons,  Albatross,  Ducks  and  Geese.  Raptores 
as  Kites,  Eagles,  Grey  Gyr.  Falcons  or  dol- 
lars if  you  want  them.  Reliable  collectors 
write.    A.  E.  PRICE.  Grant  Park.  111. 

FOR  SALE.— The  following  sets  with  datas. 
Nos.  12  1-1  at  35c;  13a  1-1  at  25c;  16 1-1  at  40c; 
30 1-1  at  10c;  30a  1-1  at  lOc;  31 1-1  at  10c;  32  1-1  at 
15c;  40 1-3  at  50c;  51 1-3  at  25c;  58  1-3  at  25c;  67  1-3 
at  50c;  71 1-3  at  25c;  72  1-3  at  35c;  77  1-3  at  20c; 
86  1-1  at  25c;  115  1-1  at  75c;  120  1-3  at  35c;  1251-3 
at  50c;  126  1-3  at  35c;  128 1-1  at  50c;  140  1-8  at  75c; 
182  1-1  at  75c;  187  1-4  at  50c;  191 1-3  at  25c;  194  1-4 
at  75c;  264  1-4  at  50c;  271  1-4  at  75c;  273  1-4  at  25c; 
311 1-4  at  70c;  318  1-2  at  25c;  319  1-2  at  15c;  320a  l-i' 
at  25c;  326  1-2  at  60c;  329  1-2  at  $2.50;  332  1-4  at 
$2.00;  333  1-3  at  25c;  335  1-4  at  75c;  337a  1-3  at  75c: 
339  1-3  at  50c;  343  1-3  at  $1.50;  .356  1-4  Foreign  at 
$2.50;  366  1-5  at  60c:  3H5  1-5  at  35c;  390  1-5  at  40c; 
475  1-8  at  40c;  48s  1-5  at  05c:  494  1-5  at  40c;  549  1-4 
at  35c;  550  1-4  at  35c;  59:'.c  1-4  at  35c;  597  1-4  at  50c; 
622  1-6  at  25c;  706  1-4  at  20c;  707  1-4  at  20c.  Post- 
age paid  on  all  orders  of  $5.00  or  over.  BERT 
NICHOLS.  Granville,  N.  Y. 

Can  supply  during,'  winter  months  the  fol- 
lowing fresh  skins:  (Jolden  Eagle,  American 
Goshawk,  Snowy  Owl,  Western  Horned  Owl, 
Artie  Horned  <  )wl,  (ireaKiray  Owl,  American 
Hawk  ( )wl,  Prairie  Hen,  Sharp-tailed  (irouse. 
Ptarmigan,  Spruce  (irouse,  RuHled  Grouse, 
Chickadees,  itcdpolls,  Pine  and  Evening 
Grosbeaks,  Snow-Hakes,  etc.  CHRIS  P. 
FORGE,  Carman,  Manitoba. 

WANTED.  -  Snowy  Owls,  Woodducks. 
Gambel,  California;  Valley  Partridge,  (Jreen 
Pheasant,  American  Magpie'  Bob  White. 
Deer,  Moose,  Antelope,  Caribou,  Bear  heads. 
CLEM  E.  STEWART.  Hartstown.  Pa. 


FOR  EXCHANGE.-The  following  sets: 
1,  30,  47,  53,  65,  70,  77.  80,  190, 191, 194,  201.  212,  214. 
219.  228.  263  273,  316,  313,  333,  337,  a39,  ;360.  367,  375. 
387,  388,  390,  406,  412,  444,  461,  488,  494,495,  498.  501. 
511.  529,  540.  560,  563,  581,  584,  595,  59.8.  600,  613,  616. 
619,  624,  631,  652,  658.  659,  674;  679,  681,  687,  704,  705, 
725,  755,  756.  EDWARD  REINECKE.  400  Elm 
St.,Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

WANTED. -To  sell  fine  collection  of  bird 
eggs  for  cash  or  exchange  for  Indian  relics, 
fossils,  coins  and  other  curios.  Write  your 
wants  and  offers.  L.  B.  HO  WSLE  Y,  Orofino, 
Idaho. 

WANTED. -A.  I.  sets  with  nests  of  Rails, 
Coot  and  Gallinules.  Will  pay  cash  or  give 
first  class  sets  in  exchange.  GEO.  SWEZE  Y. 
61  Polk  St.,  Newark,  N.  J. 

FOR  EXCHANGE.— 50  species  of  European 
eggs,  in  perfect  sets,  authentic  data,  for  other 
foreign  or  American  species.  DR.  T.  N. 
RICHARDS,  Naval  Hospital,  Norfolk.  Va. 

WANTED.-Birds  in  flesh.  What  species 
can  you  furnish  and  how  many,  and  price. 

1  pay  express.  Also  skins  of  small  birds. 
Must  be  first  class  with  full  data.  Send  list, 
cash  or  exchanges.  H.  K.  COALE.  136  Wash- 
ington Street..  Chicago. 

EXCHANGE.— Cork  screws  and  stopper 
lifters  of  all  kinds  with  stag  handles.  Also 
stag  handles  of  all  sizes  to  exchange  for  eggs 
and  skins.  Will  pay  cash  for  fox  squirrel 
skin.  R.  H.  SCHUMACHER.  2024  Cherry 
Street,  Erie,  Pa. 

I  have  still  a  few  sets  left  from  my  take  of 
1906.  Black  Tern,  2  and  3,  at  4c  per  egg;  Wil- 
son Snipe,  1  egg  slightly  chipped,  $2.00;  Bart- 
rams  Sandpiper.  1-4  2  eggs  slightly  cracked. 
40c;  Canada  Ruffled  Grouse.  1-4  slightly 
bleached,  90c:  Marsh  Hawk,  1-7  well  marked, 
$1.00;  4  and  5, 10c  per  ess\   Red-tailed  Hawk. 

2  and  3. 15c  per  egg:  Swainson  Hawk,  1-4,  $1.00: 
Broad-winged  do.,  2-3  $2.25;  Western-horned 
Owl,  1-2 75c:  Artie  do.,  1-3  $2.50;  Brewers  Black- 
bird, 2-4  8c:  Swamp  Sparrow,  1-4  40c;  White- 
eyed  Vireo,  1-4  30c:  Yellow-headed  Black- 
bird, 2-4,  8c.  Will  sell  cheap  the  following 
mounted  birds  or  exchange  for  sets.  Rough- 
legged  Hawk  with  prey,  $2.50;  Kingfisher,  75c; 
Striped  Spermophile.$1.00:  Blue-winged  Teal, 
$1.00:  Northern  Hare,  young.  $1.00:  l>oon.  $1.00: 
Coyote  Skin.  $1.00;  Western  Horned  Owl  skin, 
$1.00;  Bobwhite,  50c;  Wolf  skulls,  30c:  Elk  and 
Moose  feet, 25c:  Deer,  15c.  CHRIS  P.  FORGE, 
Carman.  Manitoba. 

FOR  SALE  OR  EXCHAN(iE.-Sora  Rail 
1-6.  Black  Tern's  Egg.  Pintail's  Duck's  ess. 
Kildeer's  egg.  American  Coot's  egg.  Datas 
given  and  required.  JOHN  BRADEN. 
Farnsworth,  S.  Dak. 

WANT  TO  PURCHASE.— Auk,  volumes 
1  to  8,  Recreation,  1 1  o  10,  Condor,  1  to  6.  Price 
and  condition  to  CHAS.  J.  (iRUND.STROM. 
Riverside.  California. 

WANTED. -White,  white  footed,  pine,  red 
l)acked  or  any  other  kind  of  mice,  alive.  Also 
specimens  of  bats  of  any  kind,  alive.  Must 
all  be  in  good  condition.  Send  prices  to  P. 
G.  HOWES,  Stamford,  Conn. 

"FOR  SALE.— Excellent  photos  of  the  last 
Moiini  Snake  Dance,  10c  each.  Also  many 
other  Indian  Photos,  cliff  dwellings,  Aztec 
ruins. etc.  Satisfaction  guaranteed.  Will  ex- 
change for  desirable  sets.  E.  R.  FORREST, 
Washington,  Pa. 
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INDIAN  RELICS.-5  arrows,  25c;  5  war 
points;  30c;  knife.  15c;  spear,  25c:  scraper,  10c: 
drill,  20c:  bird  point,  I5c:  all  choice.  Postpaid 
for  $1.00.  A.  D.  GRUTZMACHEK,  Mukwon- 
ago.  Wis. 

E  X  C  H  A  N  ( T  E  .—Photographic  supplies, 
films,  paper,  etc.,  for  skins,  in  meat,  mounted 
sets  or  books.  Eastman  kodak,  fine  lense,  cost 
$40.00.  Will  exchange  for  Studers  birds  or 
specimens.  Cat.  value  $25.00.  Many  common 
ones  desired.  F.  A.  W.  DEAN,  7010  Broad- 
way, Cleveland.  Ohio. 

WANT  TO  EXCHANGE.— Am.  bird  skins 
of  Western  North  America  for  those  of  the 
East.  Please  correspond.  Write  MAX 
BOEWE.  15  King  St.,  Taunton.  Mass. 

WANTED  IN  EXCHANGE  for  2nd  hand 
medical  book  in  fine  condition.  Single  eggs, 
Indianrelics,  etc.  DR.  A.  E.  PAYNE,  River- 
head,  L.  I..  N.  Y. Jan.  2.  t. 

FOR  SALE.— Ciood  collection  of  birds'  eggs. 
560  eggs,  150  varieties  in  sets  and  singles,  in- 
cluding Osprev,  Florida  Cormorant,  Kusty 
Grackle,  etc.  Collection  worth,  by  "Standard 
List"  $50.  Will  sell  for  $25.  Send  stamp  for 
list  and  data.  WM.  K.  JOHNSON.  155W  Frick 
Annex,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

WILL  EXCHANGE  the  following  for  either 
land  or  water  shells  or  eggs  in  full  sets.  All 
first  class  A.  O.  U.  1,  6-3.  84,  53  20-3.  125  6-2, 
139 1-10  1  11  with  down,  141  1-13  with  down, 
194  6-4,  5-5, 1-6,  202  4-4.  3-5,  221 1-12,  1-14,  1-16,  225 
5-4,  294a  1-12,  366  1-4, 1-5,  466  n-3,  2  n-4, 475  3-6, 3-7, 
2-8,497  3-3,  5-4,3-5,7052-3,2-4.  Also  have  about 
thirty  local  varieties  in  singles  such  as 
759a,  278,  225.  226,  224, 139,  141.  172.  146.  142.  143, 
137, 135, 132,  480, 478b,  etc.,  which  will  exchange 
for  shells  or  fine  sets  of  eggs.  Also  have  a  few 
land  and  fresh  water  shells  from  this  locality 
to  exchangefor  other  shells.  A.O.TRE(tAN- 
ZA,  62  Hooper  Building,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

WANTED-Brown,  White  or  Buff  Leghorn, 
Black  Minorca  or  Hamburg  Fowls.  Can  use 
two  cocks  and  fifty  hens,  pure  bred  or  good 
grades.  Will  give  in  exchange  anything  in 
stock,  minerals,  shells,  corals,  birds'  eggs, 
showy  butterflies,  Indian  relics,  curios, 
stamps,  and  a  few  mounted  birds  and  skins. 
ERNEST  H.  SHORT.  Box  173  Rochester,  N. 
Y^ 

WANTED— For  cash,  skins  of  Albino  birds 
or  mammals,  rare  nests,  eggs  and  skins, 
Eskimo  Curlew  in  particular.  Nesting  sites 
of  all  birds  that  preed  in  holes  or  cavities  in 
trees.  Quote  anything  of  the  sort  you  may 
have  to  offer.  JOHN  LEWIS  CHILDS 
Floral  Park.  N.  Y. Dec,  t.  f. 

WANT.— Eggs  in  sets  and  good  Indian 
relics.  I  offer  eggs,  shells  and  showy  mount- 
ed butterflies.  ERNESTH.  SHORT,  Box  173, 
Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Eaton,  Colo. 
My  Dear  Short:— Just  received  my  Oologist 
and  see  that  you  have  inserted  my  ad.  a 
second  time.  This  is  rather  unfortunate.  I 
forsee  another  deluge  of  orders  and  there 
isn't  an  egg  in  the  house.  Will  you  please 
cut  it  out  as  everything  was  sold  long  ago. 
Yours  truly,  Thompson. 

FOR  SALE. -California  Condor  (female) 
skin  well  handled,  with  correct  data,  taken 
last  season,  good  plumage,  price  $25.00. 
EVAN  ANDERSON.  1204  South  Main.  Los 
Angeles,  Calif. 


I  WILL  collect  to  order  bird  skins  from 
South  Carolina.  Prices  on  application.  Also 
birds  mounted  to  order.  Address  JAMES 
P.  (iARIC'K.  Jr.,  Weston,  Soutn  Carolina. 

( )NF  NEW  SET  of  the  $10  edition  of  Baird 
Brewer  and  Ridg.  "Land  Birds,"  3  vols., 
illus.  for  $8.00cash  or  will  exchange  for  very 
desirable  sets  of  eggs.  E.  H.  SHORT,  Box 
173,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Hand  Egg  Blow-pipe  for  blowing  all  fresh 
and  incubated  eggs.  A  very  useful  instru- 
ment. Invaluable  with  water-blower.  En- 
dorsed by  a  great  many  Oologists  and  col- 
lectors through  the  United  States  and  ^Can- 
ada.  Satisfaction  guaranteed.  Sent  post- 
paid with  directions  for  $1.00.  DOCTOR  M. 
T.  CLECKLEY,  457  Greene  Street,  Augusta. 
Ga.  Jan.  t.  f. 

5x8   Camera  $3.50. 

Two  double  plate  holders,  lens  and  carrying 
case.  All  in  working  order  and  will  do  good 
work.  Cost  $15.  CLYDE  KROMER,  94 
Reade  Street,  New  York  City. 


Auction  Sale  of  Books,  Etc. 

Make  bids  (before  February  1, 1907)  for  any 
or  all  of  following.  Highest  bidders  will  be 
notified.    Purchasers  pay  transportation. 

Paper  Bound  Books: 
Bendire's,  Life  Histories  of  N.  A.  Birds  (2 
vols.) 

Macoun's,  Canadian  Birds  (3  vols.) 
Cooke's.  Bird  Migration  of  Mississippi  Val- 
ley. 
Ridgeway's,  The    Hummingbirds,  (rare,  46 

plates. 
Cope's,  Crocodiles.  Lizards  and  Snakes  of  N. 

A. 
Kidgeway.s    Birds    of    North    and    Middle 

America  (3  vols.) 
Birds  of  Wyoming. 
Birds  of  Maine. 
Birds  of  Michigan. 
Birds  of  Colorado. 
Birds  of  Flathead  Lake,  Mont. 
Birds  of  Onondaga  Co.,  N.  Y. 
Birds  of  Wayne  Co.,  Ohio. 
Barrow's,  English  Sparrow. 
Allen's,  Bats  of  North  America. 
Stejneger's,  Poisonous  Snake  of  N.  A. 
Bailey's,  The  Prairie  Ground  Squirrels. 
J.  Warren  Jacobs'  Fine  Brochures.  (5  vols.) 

Over  Sixty  bulletins  of  U.  S.  Biol.  Survey; 
Division  of  Ornithology  and  Mam.;  Smith- 
sonian and  National  Museum.  All  natural 
history,  mostly  ornithology. 

A  complete  file  of  The  Osprey  (6  vols.  1896- 
1902.) 

A  complete  file  of  The  Museum,  (Albion, 
N.  Y. 

Birds,  volumes  I  and   II,  (many  colored 
plates.) 
The  Oologist.  13  volumes.  (1892  to  date.) 

The  Following  Bound  in  Cloth. 
The  Oologist,  (vols  I  and  II.) 
Fisher's,  Hawks  and  Owls  of  U.  S.  (colored 

plates.) 
21)0  Wild  Birds  of  Iowa.  (Bailey.) 
Davie's,  Nests  and  Eggs  of  N.  A.  Birds,  (5th 

edition.) 
The  Foundation  of  Zoology.  (Brooks.) 

DR.  I.  S.  TROSTLER, 

Orleans,  Nebraska. 


4  THE  OOLOGIST. 

i  CombinoLtion  Offer. 

►  We  Offer  Oologist  one  year 
^  and  Reed's  "North  American  Birds  Eggs," 

►  New  illustrated  Key,  S2.50  postpaid,  all  prepaid   $2.60 

p.  Oologist  one  year  ^ 

^             and  Chapman's  "Color  Key,"  < 

►  New  Color  Key  to  North   American   Birds,   $2.50   postpaid,  < 

►  all  prepaid $2.60  < 

^  Oologist  one  year  3 

^             and  "Frederick  Young"  ^ 

►  The  Natural  History  Novel,  prepaid $  .90  2 

^  Oologist /oz^r  years,  Jan.  1905  to  Dec.  1908,  4 

►  and  "North  American  Birds  Eggs"  or  "Color  Key,".  •  .$3.25  ^ 
^  Oologist yoz/r  years,  as  above,  ^ 
^             and  a  copy  of  our  new  "Standard  Catalogue"    of   North  ^ 

►  American  Birds  Eggs $1.00  m 

^  Oologist /oMr  years  and  "Frederick  Young," $1.40  ^ 

^  The  Oologist  4  years,  and  "Land  Birds,"  Baird,  Brewer  &  Ridg.;  ^ 

^             New  Edition,  Colored  Plates,  price  $10.00,  for  $8.60.  ^ 

►  Address  < 

►  ERNEST  H.  SHORT.  5 

►  Manager  Oologist  Chili.  N.Y.  < 
•AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA^ 


Know  the  Wild  Flowers? 


Your  rambles  in  field  and  wood 
will  increase  in  interest  in  propor- 
tion as  you  know  plants  as  well  as 
birds. 

The  American  Botanist 

is  issued  for  the  plant  lover.  It 
contains  no  technical  articles  and  is 
just  the  magazine  you  need.  Get 
a  copy  and  see  for  yourself. 

ADDRESS 

WILLARD  IN.  CLUTE  &  CO., 

309  Whitley  Ave., 

Joliet,  III. 


Oological   Shake-up 


Nothing  Brokkn  but  Prices.  Owing  to  after- 
the-earthquake  financial  depression,  follow- 
ing a  long  illness,  I  feel  obliged  to  dispose  of 
choicest  sets  in  "H.  K.  T."  and  J.  M.  Carroll 
collections,  an  exceptional  opportunity  to 
obtain  exceptional  sets— far  above  average 
in  markings,  preparation,  etc. 

Pacific  P'ulmar  l-l,  $1.40;  Rock  Wren,  nest-6, 
nest-5. 1-7,  4Uc:  Pigeon  Guillemot  1-2,  40c:  Col. 
Sharp-tailed  (irouse  1-11,  25c;  Hooded  Oriole 
4-5, 15c;  Varied  Thrush  nest-3, 1-3, $1.40:  Purple 
(iallinule  l-!i.  25c:  Sagre  (irouse  2-6,  60c;  Sooty 
Grousel-9,4")(;2!i2a  1-1(1.  gOc;  310,  1-8.  $1,75;  302, 
1-10,  25c;  206, 1-2,  $:!.00;  230  5-4, 1-3,  90c;  243a.  1-3. 
$2.00  183  1-5,  $1.00;  114,  1-2.  $1.25;  145.  1-5  90c;  190 
3-4,  25c;  7  2-2,  $1.40;  9.  2-2,  $1.15:  21,  10-2,  90c;  21, 
10-1,  70c;  34  2-l(  Greenland),  $1,10;  185  1-2,  90c; 
121,  4-4,  4-5,  40c;  113,  5-1,  $1.25:  187,  4-4,  12c;  210. 
1-8, 1-9,  25c;  225  1-4,  60c;  :?51  1-2.  $2.25  356.  1-3,  3-4, 
$2.50;  1355,  2-4,  2-5,  $2.75:  339b  1-4,  $1.00;  337b  4-2. 
5-3,  1-4,  25c;  328  1-5,  $2.50;  359  3-4.  1-3.  $1.00;  375c 
1-2, 1-3,  $1.50;  407  1-4:  1-5.  40c;  476  1-6,  2-7,  20c;  459 
1-3,  $1.20;  434,  4-nest-2,  35c  431.4  nest-2,  30c;  503. 
nest-5,  90c;  492,  1-4,  70c:  518.  1-4,  30c;  537  1-3,  90c; 
543, 1-3,  35c;  574  1-3.  75c;  590  1-4,  40c;  629  1-4,  45c; 
5H7c  2-4,  1-5,  25c;  ()46a  nest-5,  70c;  656  nest-3,  90c; 
680  2-nest-3,  70c:  t)85b  nest-4,  50c;  701  1-4,  45c; 
74lb  l-c.  $1.00:  739  1-6.  40c:  738.  1-8,  40c:  709  1-3, 
$1.50;  742a  1-4.  ;3oc;  also  347a,  348,  325.  326,  424. 332, 
343,  Calif.  Condor,  and  many  others,  common 
or  rarer,  all  choice.  Price  per  egg  or  nest 
prepaid,  on  over  $3  orders.  Ten  per  cent  dis- 
count on  orders  over  $25.  Excellent  acqui- 
sitions for  series.  Write  with  stamp  for 
fuller  list.    Address 

H.  R.  TAYLOR, 

Box  95,  Alameda,  Calif. 
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■OOLOGY,  ORNITHOLOGY  AND  TAXl- 
DEEMY. 

FRANK    H.    LATTIN,    Publisher, 
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Correspondence    and    items    of    interest    to    the 

student  of  Birds,   their  Nests  and  Eggs,  solicited 

from    all. 

TERMS    OF    SUBSCRIPTION: 

Single    subscription 50c   per    annum 

Sample   copies 5c  each 

The  above   rates  include   payment  of  postage. 

Each  subscriber  is  given  a  card  good  for  a 
Want,  Exchange  or  For  Sale  Notice.  (This  card 
is  redeemable  at  any  time  within  one  year  from 
^ate  thereon.) 

Subscriptions  can  begin  vpith  any  number. 
Back  numbers  of  the  OOLOGIST  can  be  fur- 
nished at  reasonable  rates.  Send  stamp  for  de- 
flcriptions    and    prices.  ^ 

Remember    that    the    publisher    must    be    noti- 
fied by  letter  when  a  subscriber  wishes  his  pa- 
per  stopped,    and   all   arrearages   must   be   paid. 
ADVERTISING    RATES: 

5  cents  per  nonpareil  line  each  Insertion. 

12  lines  in  every  inch.  Seven  inches  in  a  col- 
'Omn,   and   two  columns   to   the   page. 

Nothing  inserted  for  less  than  25  cents.  No 
"special  rates,"  5  cents  per  line  is  "net,"  "i-ock 
bottom,"  "inside,"  "spot  cash"  rate  from  which 
there  is  no  deviation  and  no  commission  to 
agents.  If  you  wish  to  use  5  lines  or  less  space 
It  will  cost  you  25  cents;  100  lines,  $5.00;  1000 
lines,  .f50.  "Trade"  (other  than  cash)  adver- 
tisements will  be  accepted  by  special  arrange- 
ment only  and  at  rates  from  double  to  five  times 
cash  rates.  Due  Bills  and  Cards  payable  in  ad- 
vertising will  be  honored  only  at  regular  rates 
In  force  at  the  date  of  issuance  of  said  bill  or 
card. 

Remittances  should  be  made  by  Draft,  Ex- 
press or  Postoffice  Money  Order.  Registered 
Letter  or  Postal  Note.  Unused  U.  S.  Postage 
Stamps  of  any  denomination  will  be  accepted 
for  sums  under  one  dollar.  Make  Money  Or- 
ders and  Drafts  payable  and  address  all  sub- 
scriptions   and    communications    to 

ERNEST    H.    SHORT,     Editor    and    Manager, 
Chill,    Monroe    Co..    N.    Y. 


Nesting   of  the   Broad-winged    Hawk. 


On  May  12,  1906,  a  friend  and  my- 
self started  out  to  hunt  hawks'  nests, 
having  especially  in  view  the  Broad- 
winged  and  Sharp-sfhinned,  though  it 
was   a  little   early   for  the   latter.     It 


was  a  beautiful  day  of  our  month  of 
blossoms  and  we  both  were  happy 
.that  we  were  able  to  be  in  the  coun- 
try on  such  a  day,  whether  we  found 
any  hawk'&  nests  or  not.  After  driv- 
ing about  four  miles  we  hitched  the 
horse  near  the  road  and  proceeded  to 
explore  a  considerable  growth  of 
chestnut  woods.  We  had  looked 
through  the  entire  lot  without  result, 
when  jus  as  I  was  coming  to  the 
edge,  I  saw  a  large  opening,  about  15 
feet  up,  in  an  ancient  chestnut.  I 
thumped  on  the  tree  with  a  climber 
when  out  flew  a  Barred  Owl.  She 
flew  to  a  tree  a  short  distance  away, 
lit  on  a  limb,  then  did  the  "Right  about 
face."  mentioned  long  ago  by  Mr.  C.  L. 
Rawson,  and  sat  there  for  some  time 
watching  me.  I  put  on  my  climb- 
ers and  went  up  the  tree.  In  the 
cavity  were  two  downy  white  young, 
perhaps  six  or  seven  days  old. 
Even  though  so  young,  they  could 
make  a  noticeable  click  with  their 
black  bills.  I  sincerely  hope  that 
nothing  happened  to  them  and  that 
they  are  now  as  big  as  their  mother 
and  are  enjoying  life. 

About  a  mile  further  on,  I  looked 
into  the  nest  of  a  RedhshouldereJ 
Hawk,  which  contained  two  eggs,  well 
incubated,  I  should  judge  by  their  ap- 
pearance. 

Proceeding  on  about  three  miles  we 
came  to  a  large  tract  of  woods,  prin- 
cipally pine.  Here  we  began  a  care- 
ful and  systematic  search,  for  a  pair 
of  Broad-wings  were  known  to  have 
raised  young  here  in  1905.  After 
some  time  I  saw,  about  40  feet  up  in 
a   pine,  a  nest  that  looked  fres'h.  Up- 
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NEST  AND   EGGS  OF  SWAINSON'S    WARBLER    IN    SITU. 
Photographed  by  Dr.  Cleckley  in  Pluinziz's    Swamp    near      Augusta,      Ga. 

June  1st,  1906. 
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on  leveling  my  opera  glasses  upon  it, 
I  could  see  feathers  sticking  to  some 
of  the  twigs  of  the  nest.  Everybody 
who  has  hunted  hawksi'  nests  knows 
that  this  is  a  sure  sign  of  occupancy 
and  it  was  in  this  case.  The  female 
was  on  the  nest  and  flew  off  when  I 
had  climbed  about  ten  feet.  She  was 
very  tame.  She  lit  in  the  top  of  an- 
other tree  not  over  20  yards  away  and 
sat  there  much  of  the  time  I  was 
in  the  tree.  Her  plaintive  calls,  so 
different  from  the  harsh  screams  of 
most  hawks,  soon  brought  her  mate. 
He  was/  noticeably  smaller  and  his  cry 
was  much  more  metallic  and  keener 
than  hers.  He  was  also  quite  fearless. 
At  no  time  did  either  of  them  make 
any  hostile  demonstrations.  As  this 
was  the  first  nest  of  the  species  I  had 
ever  found,  I  decided  to  take  the  eggs. 
When  I  got  to  the  nest  I  found  two 
eggs  in  it.  These  I  took,  and  as  we 
doubted  if  the  set  was  complete,  I 
left  in  their  place  two  hen's  eggs,  one 
boiled,  the  other  uncooked. 

On  May  18  we  visited  the  nest 
again.  The  hawk  flew  off  as  I  started 
up  the  tree.  In  the  nest  I  found  the 
two  hens'  eggs  and  one  more  egg  of 
the  hawk.  This  I  took,  leaving  the 
two  hens'  eggs.  On  May  26  I  visited 
the  nest  again  and  found  the  faithful 
bird  still  busily  incubating  the  two 
hens'  eggs.  These  I  took  and  the 
birds  must  have  then  abandoned  the 
nest,  as  when  I  went  a  fourth  time  no 
sign  of  them  was  to  be  found. 

The  nest  was  built  in  a  strong 
crotch.  It  was  composed  almost  en- 
tirely of  dead  pine  twigs  and  the  only 
lining  was  about  two  handfuls  of  pine 
bark  in  scales  of  from  half  an  inch 
to  two  inches  long.  One  of  the  eggs 
was  very  heavily  blotched  with  red- 
dish brown,  another  was  entirely  cov- 
ered over  the  entire  surface  with 
fine  markings,  white  the  third  was 
rather  sparsely  blotched.     They  meas- 


ure in  inches:  1:94  x  1.53;  1.95  x  1.53; 
1.93  X  1.52. 

There  are  several  subjects  for  spec- 
ulation that  arise  out  of  this  exper- 
ience. First,  it  would  seem  as  if  col- 
or means  nothing  to  birds,  as  in  this 
instance  their  own  eggs  were  heavily 
marked  while  the  hens'  eggs  were  of 
course  white.  As.  a  further  evidence 
of  this  the  writer  well  remembers 
that  when  he  was  a  boy  of  about  ten, 
there  was  an  old  turkey  hen  at  home 
which  sat  for  weeks,  until  there  was 
nothing  left  of  her  but  skin,  bones  and 
feathers,  on  a  white  door  knob  and 
a  piece  of  dry  horse  manure. 

Second,  the  nest  instead  of  accum- 
ulating more  feathers  as  time  went  on, 
seemed  to  contain  fewer  each  visit  I 
made  to  it.  This  would  seem  as  if  the 
feathers  on  hawks'  nests  might  not 
always  get  there  by  simply  rubbing 
off  as  the  nest  is  used  longer.  There 
were  many  more  feathers  about  the 
nest  at  the  time  of  my  first  visit  than 
at   my  liast  one. 

Third,  the  generally  accepted 
theory,  that  each  successive  egg  laid 
by  a  bird  will  be  less  highly  colored 
than  its  predecessor,  seems  to  be" 
again  confirmed.  Although  Mr.  Wat- 
son Bishop  proved  that  it  will  not 
always  hold  true  in  the  case  of  the 
Canada  Grouse,  yet  in  this  case  the 
last  egg  laid  was  very  much  more 
sparsely  marked  than  either  of  the 
others  and  of  the  first  two,  one  had 
received  very  much  more  pigment 
than  the  other. 

B.   G.    WILLARD, 

,     Millis,   Mass. 


More   About  the    Bittern's   Note. 


Mr.  Reinecke's  description  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  American  Bit- 
tern produces  his  "pumping"  or  "stake 
driving"  noise  in  the  September  Oolo- 
iiist,  does  not  agree  with  my  exper- 
ience  at  all. 
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The    Mourning    Dove. 


NEST   AND   3    EGGS   OF    MOURNING 
DOVE. 

Now  in  the  collection  of  K.  B.  Mathes, 
Batavia,   X.   Y. 


Several  times  I  have  been  very 
close  to  one  when  he  was  pumping 
and  I  once  stood  within  15  feet  of 
one  where  I  plainly  saw  him,  before, 
while  he  was  in  the  act  and  after  the 
"pumping."  This  bird  was  standing 
among  the  cat-tails  in  the  water  in 
a  marsh,  his  neck  and  bill  pointing 
nearly  straight  up.  The  pumping  be- 
gan with  two  or  three  low  short  notes 
which  sounded  much  like  water  flow- 
ing from  a  jug  (Gu-Gu-Gu)).  These 
notes  cannot  be  heard  unless  one  is 
quite  close.  Then  came  Gung-Gee-Gee- 
um,  the  accent  on  the  second  sylable. 
This  is  repeated  three  or  four  times 
and  is  loud  and  resonant  and  as  Mr. 
Reinecke  says,  can  be  heard  nearly 
one-half  mile  away.  That  the  noise 
is  i)roduced  from  the  throat  I  am 
very  positive  as  I  could  plainly  see 
the  head  and  neck  moving  and  the 
vibration  of  the  feathers  on  the  neck. 
Let  us  hear  from  others  on  this  sub- 
ject. 

VERDI  BURTCH. 


In  the  mountains  of  Virginia  the 
Mourning  Dove  is  a  constant  breeder 
seven  months  in  the  year.  Although 
it  breeds  more  abundantly  among  the 
mountains,  it  is  not  at  all  uncommon 
throughout  the  pine  regions  to  the 
seashore. 

Its  first  appearance  in  my  locality 
this  year  was  March  9,  when  on 
walking  through  a  field  of  broomsedge 
and  pine  bushes,  three  flew  up  at  dif- 
ferent intervals;  but  on  several  pre- 
vious years  they  have  appeared  dur- 
ing the  latter  part  of  Februai-y.  The 
earliest  breeding  period  commences 
about  April  10,  and  although  several 
of  my  books  record  nests  taken  in 
March,  and  one  of  them,  even  in 
February;  the  earliest  date  I  myself 
record  is  April  18,  when  a  nest  of  two 
fresh  eggs  was  found  on  the  top  of 
a  stump  six  feet  high  in  the  midst 
of    a    dense    woods. 

In  the  mountains  of  Albemarle 
county  the  Mourning  Dove  breeds  in 
colonies  among  the  young  pines, 
many  of  which  are  interlaced  with 
grape  vines,  and  bordering  on  the 
sloping  hillside  of  a  small  stream.  In 
one  particular  spot  there  is  not  a 
time  from  May  to  September  that  sev- 
eral nests  are  not  in  course  of  con- 
struction or  incubation  going  on.  The 
greatest  breeding  season  of  the  year 
is  during  July,  when  as  many  as  twen- 
ty nests  may  be  found  in  every  stage 
from  those  only  partly  constructed  to 
those  containing  young  birds  able  to 
fly.  None  of  these  nests  were  over 
20  feet  in  height,  the  average  being 
16  feet,  and  the  most  of  them  were 
placed  out  on  the  end  of  the  lower 
limbs,  while  a  few  were  in  the  very 
top  of  the  tree,  and  many  of  them 
were  so  loosely  constructed  that  they 
could  easily  be  seen  through.  The 
lowest   nesting    site    I    ever    saw    was 
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in  tliis'  locality  in  a  small  cedar  bush 
only  a  few  feet  away  from  the  stream. 
TMs  was  July  8,  '04  when  I  discov- 
ered two  slightly  incubated  eggs  on  a 
platform  of  sheddings  from  the  cedar 
which  had  lodged  in  the  crotch  of 
several  limbs  ten  inches  above  the 
ground,  the  cedar  itself  only  being 
about  four  feet  high.  There  was  no 
nest  at  all  only  about  a  dozen  twigs 
scattered  about  to  keep  the  eggs-  from 
rolling. 

While  walking  through  the  woods 
in  Chesterfield  county,  May  2d,  last,  I 
found  a  nest  on  a  branch  of  a  dog- 
wood tree  15  feet  up,  containing  two 
nearly  incubated  eggs.  The  nest  was 
the  most  compact  and  well  built  I 
have  ever  seen,  being  made  of  moss 
leaveisi  and  fine  grass  and  lined  with 
feathers. 

On  another  occasion,  June  5,  I  was 
passing  along  the  border  of  a  woods 
and  seeing  a  small  ne&t  on  the  end  of 
a  pine  branch  about  35  feet  up,  was 
induced  to  climb  to  it.  It  was  not  till 
I  got  to  the  limb  itself  that  a  dove 
flew  off  leaving  two  half-grown  birds. 

The  number  of  eggs  laid  is  almost 
invariably  two,  but  upon  several  oc- 
casions I  have  found  nests  containing 
one  nearly  incubated  egg,  but  could 
not  tell  positively  whether  there  had 
not  been  a  second  egg,  which  might 
have  been  destroyed.  On  two  occa- 
sions I  found  nests  containing  three 
birds'  each,  but  it  was  not  till  July  24, 
'05  that  I  found  a  nest  of  three  eggs 
which  I  believe  were  a  siet,  the  size 
and  shape  being  about  the  same. 
THOMAS    SBMMES,    Jr., 

Richmond,  Virginia. 

[Sets  of  three  eggs  are  very  rare. 
We  give  half-tone  in  this  number  of 
a  set  of  3  with  nest  found  by  J.  Riten- 
bergh  in  an  apple  tree  in  the  town- 
ship of  Gaines,  N.  Y.,  several  years 
ago  Wiiile  it  is  customary  for  most 
-doves  to  colonize  while  breeding,  the 


Mourning  Dove  does  not  usually  do 
so  and  Mr.  Semmes'  observations 
along  this  line  will  interest  many. — 
Ed.] 


Notes   from    Idaho. 


Bird  Life  here  is  not  much  on  the 
boom.  Snowy  Owl  is  beginning  to 
drift  in  from  the  far  north,  many 
specimens  having  been  seen  lately. 
The  Great  and  Western  Horned  as 
well  as  the  ever  present  Rocky  Moun- 
tain Screech  Owl  is  becoming  quite 
common  as  the  winter  grows  in  se- 
verity, using  the  valley  as  a  harbor 
during  the  intense  cold  of  the  higher 
altitudes. 

The  villainous  Magpie,  Canyon, 
Rock,  and  Western  House  Wren, 
Long-crested  Jay,  and  "Whiskey 
Jack,"  are  much  in  evidence.  Snow 
crowns  all  the  mountains  surrounding 
us,  while  vegetation  continues  to  grow 
in  our  valley.  Many  ducks  and'  geese 
and  not  uncommonly  a  swan  stop  to 
rest  on  the  beautiful  Clearwater,  the 
favorite  stream  of  Maj.  Bendire's 
"hunting"  ground,  which  splits  the 
rugged  mountains  in  twain,  forming 
the  well-known  Clearwater  Valley. 

Up  the  canyons  leading  to  the  high- 
er peaks,  may  yet  be  found  many  in- 
teresting species  of  ferns,  while  moss 
and  fungi  of  all  descriptions  seem  to 
attain  the  most  rank  growth  during 
winter.  While  it  is  snowing  in  the 
mountains,  a  gentle  rain  is  falling 
here,   keeping  vegetation  growing. 

Both  fresh  water  and  land  shells 
are  scarce  here,  the  cold  spring  and 
snow  water  seemingly  a  detriment  in 
some  manner.  I  have  not  made  a  spe- 
cial study  of  the  cause  but  surmise 
that  the  mineral  properties  peculiar 
to  waters  of  this  section  may  be  the 
principal  reason.  I  am  completing  a 
list  of  hepidoptera  of  this  valley  and 
will  send  it  when  finished. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.   B.   HOWSLEY. 
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AN     ISLAND    OBLITERATED. 


Swept  by  Gulf  Storm — One  of  the  Au- 
dubon Bird  Reservations  Was 
Drowned  by  the  Sea — Another 
Island  Nearby  Is  Also  Under 
Water. 

(Publishers'  Press.) 
New  Orleans,  Dec.  18. — It  was  an- 
nounced by  the  officials  of  the  Audu- 
bon- Society  that  Grand  Cochere  isl- 
and, 100  acres  in  area,  one  of  the  so- 
ciety's bird  reservations  in  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico  and  the  place  where  the 
daughter  of  Thomas  Taggart  lost  her 
life  several  years  ago,  was  swept  into 
the  sea  by  the  hurricane  last  Septem- 
ber. F.  M.  Miller,  president  of  the 
society,  and  four  trappers  recently 
made  an  excursion  to  the  reservation 
and  found  Bremerton  island,  another 
of  the  group,  under  water.  They  also 
found  thousands  of  Pelicans  with 
broken  wings  in  a  dying  condition. 


The   Carolina    Rail. 


Previous  to  the  location  of  the  great 
Lackawanna  Steel  Plant  at  Stony 
Point,  then  a  part  of  the  Buffalo  park 
system,  the  greater  part  being  a  large 
swamp,  occupied!  by  the  Florida  Gal- 
linule,  Green  Heron,  Least  Bittern, 
Virginia  Rail,  Wilson  Snipe,  Sander- 
ling,  Plover,  Red-shouldered  Black- 
birds and  a  great  many  rare  warblers, 
it  was  quite  a  treat  tor  an  observ- 
ing Oologist  to  go  over  this  ground, 
where  fiery  furnaces  and  rolling  ma- 
chines shape  the  iron  ore  into  rails — 
a  seething  caldron  of  industry. 

Now  we  have  to  go  considerably 
further  to  watch  the  denizens  of  the 
swamp. 

The  Carolina  Rail  arrives  from  the 
southern  salt  marshes:  about  the  first 
of  May  and  full  complements  of  eggs 
can  be  found  from  May  22d  to  June 
3d,  these  sets  varying  from  8  to  12. 

The    accom])aniying    picture    of    the 


nest  taken  May  27th,  contained'  16 
eggs.  It  was  impossible  to  show  the 
16  eggs  as  some  were  laying  on  top 
of  others. 

We  know  of  several  finds  of  21  and 
22  eggs  in  one  nest. 

The  nests  are  easy  to  discover. 
Coming  near  a  nest  the  bird  will  raise 
from  nest,  fly  a  short  distance  and 
drop  in  marsh  as  if  shot.  Where  the 
bird  flew  up  is  a  sure  sign  of  the 
location  of  the  nest. 

We  have  taken  several  sets  where  one 
egg  was  as  large  as  that  of  a  Ring 
Rail.  But  this  happens  more  frequent- 
ly   with    the  Virginia   Rail. 

The  Rails  in  our  locality  are  hard- 
ly ever  sihot,  as  they  are  in  the  salt 
marshes  and  are  therefore  quite  in 
aibundance.  I  know  of  a  high  place 
in  the  swamp,  where  a  wood  chop- 
per's camp  had  been  broken  up,  and 
I  counted  in  a  very  small  area,  82 
nests. 

It  is  quite  interesting  to  watch 
the  young  Rail,  how  easily  they  skip 
over  the  boggy  swamp,  looking  more 
like  woolly  balls  than  anything  else. 
They  disappear  at  the  slightest  noise. 

The  nest  is  a  deep  cup-shaped  con- 
struction of  heavy  swamp  grasses 
from  the  previous  year,  lined  with 
finer  grasses. 

Towards  fall  they  migrate  from  here 
to  the  south  to  return  to  us  the  fol- 
lowing  spring. 

ED.    REINECKE, 
400  Elm   St.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 


The   Cerulean    Warbler. 


The  Cerulean  Warbler  was  unus- 
ually scarce  here  in  Wayne  county, 
during  the  season  of  1906,  and  even 
while  the  migration  was  at  its  height 
not  more  than  three  birds  were  noted 
to  ten  last  year.  Two  males  were  se- 
cured on  May  6;  these  were  the  fii-st 
of  the  season  and  all  seen  on  that 
diate.      Six,   on    May    20th,     was     the 
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greatest  number  seen  on  any  one  day 
and  thisi  in  a  locality  where  thirty 
were  observed  May  21,  1905.  I  also 
discovered  that  the  two  pieces  of  tim- 
ber, where  all  the  previously  describ- 
ed nests  were  found,  had  been  cut 
down  last  winter  and  the  scarcity  of 
birdis  combined  with  the  necessity  of 
looking  up  new  territory  rendered 
the  prospect  of  nest  finding  most 
discouraging,  but  I  determined  to  try 
for  them  and  was  rewarded  by  three 
nests. 

Nest  12,  May  20,  1906— While  War- 
bler hunting  in  a  thick  piece  of  woods 
on  P.  C.  31,  Ecorse  Township,  I  de- 
tected a  female  Cerulean  stripping 
fine  pieces  of  fibrous  bark  from  a 
grape  vine  that  clung  to  a  tall  elm. 
She  flew  directly  to  tlie  nest,  some  50 
yards  away,  and  after  arranging  the 
material,  returned  to  the  vine  and 
clim'bed  up  and  down  the  elm  beside 
it  until  a  suitable  bit  of  material  was 
detected.  She  worked  rapidly  and  by 
my  watch,  it  required  only  six  min- 
utes to  select  and!  gather  the  material, 
arrange  it  in  the  nest  and  make  the 
trip  to  and  from  the  vine.  The  nest 
was  on  tbe  horizontal  fork  of  a  small 
elm  branch  3'0'  feet  above  the  ground 
and  unlike  all  previous  sites  the 
branch  was  entirely  diead.  I  returned 
June  3rd,  but  a  severe  wind  storm 
had  snapped  off  the  branch  close  to 
tree  trunk.  It  lodged  in  a  lower 
branch  with  the  nest  intact  but  bot- 
tom side  up.  Nothing  was  seen  or 
heard  of  the  birds,  and  I  believe  they 
abandoned  the  locality. 

Nest  13,  June  3,  1906.— The  nest 
was  placed  on  the  horizontal  fork  of  a 
white  oak  limb  eight  feet  from  the 
main  trunk  and  15  above  the  ground 
in  rather  open  woodSi  but  with  dense 
second  growth.  I  nearly  missed  it 
as  it  was  surrounded  and  concealed 
by  the  tops  of  the  second  growth. 
The  female  was  covering  four  incu- 
bated eggs  and  was  very  tame.     The 


locality   was    P.    C.    66,   Ecorse    Town- 
ship. 

Nest  14,  June  6,  1906— The  nest  was 
placed  on  the  horizontal  fork  of  a 
white  oak  limb  seven  feet  from  the 
tree  trunk  and  about  40  above  the 
ground  in  open  wood®,  but  with  dense 
hush  growth.  The  tail  of  the  female 
could  be  plainly  seen  from  the 
ground.  Four  incubated  eggs  were 
in  the  n.est  and  the  locality  was  P.  C. 
239,  Gratiot  Township. 

J.    CLAIRE    WOOD, 

Detroit,   Mich. 


Immaculate    Sets    of     the     Long-billed 
Marsh   Wren. 


In  Mr.  R.  F.  Miller's  excellent  pa- 
per on  the  Long^billed  Marsh  Wren 
in  the  September  Oologist,  he  speaks 
of  having  never  met  with  a  perfectly 
immaculate  set.  It  has  been  my  good 
fortune  to  find  several.  The  last,  a 
set  of  four,  was'  secured  June  3rd  or 
6th,  1902  in  Ecorse  Township.  These 
were  also  abnormal  in  shape,  hav- 
ing somewhat  the  contour  of  a  lima 
bean.  They  are  now  iij  the  collec- 
tion of  J.  Warren  Jacobs,  Jr.  I  men- 
tion an  immaculate  set  in  the  Oologist 
for  February,  1892,  on  page  40. 

The  absence  of  pigment  in  a  wren 
appears  to  indicate  physical  detri- 
ment, as  immaculate  stets  are  usually 
infertile.  An  exception  is  a  beautiful 
set  of  six  taken  by  my  brother  on  the 
St.  Clair  Flats.  These  were  all  in 
a  healthy  state  of  incubation.  He  al- 
so took  a  unique  set  of  five  of  the 
common  chocolate  type,  but  three  of 
the  eggs  are  marked'  with  irregular 
oriole  like  scrawls  of  black. 

J.  CLAIRE  WOOD, 
Detroit,  Mich. 
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Toledo,  O..  Dec.  17,  1906. 
Mr.  Ernest  H.  Short,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 
Dear  Sir: — I  wish  to  report  to  you 
the  capture  of  an  English  Blackbird, 
Merula  Merula,  at  Toledo,  O.,  on  Nov. 
3,  by  myself.  It  had  been  around  our 
yard  all  summer  and  fall.  In  size  and 
shape  it  closely  resembled  a  robin, 
but  was  a  jet  black  in  color,  with  a 
bright  yellow  bill  and  ring  about  the 
eye.  In  habits  it  also  closely  resembles 
the  robin.  The  bird  was  sent  to  Ann 
Arbor  to  be  identified,  and  there  they 
were  of  the  opinion  that  it  was  Me- 
rula merula,  but  sent  it  to  Washington 
for  further  identification. 
Yours  truly, 

A.  C.  READ. 


Are  our  birds  really  growing  fewer? 
If  so,  what  ones  and  to  what  extent? 
If  you  have  notes  let  us  hear  from 
you. 

Observers  this  coming  season 
please    note    carefully: 

1st.     What  species,   if  any,   seems   to 
be  fewer  or  missing? 

2d.  Is  there  an  apparent  reason? 
What  is  it? 

3d.  Does  any  bird  seem  to  be  de- 
cidedly increasing  in  numbers  in  your 
locality?     Any  apparent  reason? 

Let  us  hear  from  a  number  of  care- 
ful observers  any  time  in  1907. — Edi- 
tor. 


EDITORIAL. 


With  the  appearance  on  our  table 
of  the  last  number  of  the  "Warbler" 
comes  the  confirmation  of  the  rumor 
that  had  previously  reached  us,  that 
it  is  to  be  permanently  discontinued. 

Mr.  Childs  frankly  announces  that 
thisi  is  on  account  of  the  lack  of  finan- 
cial appreciation.  We  are  sorry  but 
not  surprised. 


All  class  publications  of  this  nature 
are  complaining  and  we  have  troubles 
of  our  own. 

Personally,  the  editor  feels  a  bit 
pessimistic  in  regard  to  that  set  of 
three  Carolina  Paroquet  collected  in 
Florida  by  Dr.  Pendry  in  1896. 

We  would  dislike  to  shatter  such  a 
prize  but  ?  ?  ?  Well!  we  expect  to 
meet  Mr.  Pendry  soon  and  perhaps  he 
can  shed  some  light  on  the  subject. 

Through  tbe  kindness  of  Prof.  Sur- 
face, we  have  before  us  a  copy  of 
the  "Serpents  of  Pennsylvania."  Ac- 
curate, written  in  an  interesting  but 
not  too  scientific  manner,  the  work 
is  a  valuable  addition  to  the  avail- 
able literature  on  these  reptiles  so  lit- 
tle understood  by  the  masses.  The 
illustrations  are  fine  and  the  whole 
work  is  worthy  of  a  much  better  and 
more  durable  binding.  Being  a  state 
publication,  we  suppose  it  will  be  diffi- 
cult to  secure  outside  of  Pennsylvania. 

WANTED 

Birds'  Eggs  for  Cash,  either  in  large 
or  small  lots,  sets  and  sets  with  nests, 
and'  large  rare  singles  especially  de- 
sired. Must  be  strictly  first-class  and 
with    data.  Send    list    with    lowest 

prices.  Jan  t.f. 

DOCTOR   M.   T.   CLECKLEY, 
457  Greene   St.,  Augusta,  Ga. 

For  Sale  or  Exchange. 
Have  placed  with  me  for  disposal 
one  set  of  X.  Am.  Land  Birds,"  Baird, 
Brewer  &  Ridgy,  new  3  vol.  $10.00 
edition;  good  as  new.  Will  sell  for 
$8.00  cash  or  exchange  for  desirable 
sets  with  data.     Address 

E.    H.    SHORT, 

Rochester,    N.    Y. 


BIG  MAIL  FREE 

YovR  Namp:  and  address 
Printkd  10000  times  in  the  Mail 
Buyers"  Directory  and  sent  to 
loooo  firms  all  over  the  world 
so  they  can  send  you  Free  Sam- 
ples, Catalogs.  Magazines, 
Books.  Papers,  etc.,  etc.  We 
iiiventi'd  tills  and  have  satisfied 
L'dOOOOcustiiincrs.  Send  20c.  at 
once  to  l)t'  in  1!H)7  Big  issue  and 
Mail  Free.      ALLEN,    The    Mail    Man, 


get  a  B.„  . ., 
Dept.     F209 


Kennedy,  N.  Y. 
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CALIFORNIA    " 

I  MARINE      SPECIMENS.  '^ 

Shells,  Star  Fish,  etc.,  attractively 
and  scientifically  prepared  and 
labeled.  Send  2c  stamp  for  list,  right 
now,  while  you  think  of  it. 

WILLET  H.  HILLER, 

Naturalist, 

Box  659.  San  Pedro,  Calif. 


♦♦♦»♦»»»♦♦♦♦♦»♦♦♦♦»»♦♦♦♦♦♦ 


THE     CONDOR 

A     Bi-Monthly    Magazine     of    Western 
Ornithology 

Edited  by  J.  GRINNELL. 

are  worth  the  price  of  subscription." 
"The       photographic       illustrations 
alone  are  worth  the  price  of  subscrip- 
tion."— The   Critic. 

The  Condor  begins,  with  1907,  its 
ninth  volume.  A  special  feature  of  this 
volume  includes  in  each  issue,  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  Sieries  of  remarkable 
photographs  of  wild  birds  by  Mr.  H. 
L.  Bohlman  and  Mr.  W.  L.  Finney. 

SPECIAL   OFFER: 

In  addition  to  the  value  secured  in 
the  magazine  itself.  The  Condor,  by 
arrangement  with  Messrs.  Finley  and 
Bohlman,  is  enabled  to  offer  to  any- 
one sending  us  One  Dollar  for  a  year's 
subscription,  and  mentioning  this  of- 
fer, a  5x7  unmounted,  copyrighted 
photograph   of  bird   life. 

OR,  a  copy  of  November,  1906  issue 
and  Vol.  9,  1907,  complete,  for  $1.00. 
Subscription  $1.00.     Sample  Copy  20c. 

H.  T.  CLIFTON,   Business   Manager, 

P.  O.  Box  404,  -  Pasadena,  Cal. 


IS    PRINTED    at     the 
Book     and      Magazine 


THIS  PAPER 

A.  M.  EDDY,  Albion,  N.Y. 


The  Worlds   Greatest  Collfictors   Paper. 

For  All  Kinds  of  Collectors. 

Got  a  Camera  ? 

or  Have  You  a  Hobby  ? 

Send  ten  cents  to  the  undersigned  and  you 
will  receive  for  three  months  the  oldest 
largest  and  best  collectors'  monthly  for  all 
kinds  of  Hobbies:  Natural  History  and 
American  Historical  Discoveries,  Coins, 
Stamps,  Curios,  Relics.  Photography,  Miner- 
als, Sciences,  Illustrated  Souvenir  Post 
Cards,  Rarities,  and  New  Finds  for  all  kinds 
of  Collectors. 

Over  I  600  Pages  Last  Year. 

The    Philatelic  West  and  Camera  News. 

Superior  Nebraska,  U.  S.  A. 

Greatest  of  its  kind  in  the  world.  Fifty 
cents  entitles  you  to  a  year's  subscription 
and  a  free  15  word  exchange  notice  in  the 
largest  exchange  department  extant. 

This   100  Page  Illustrated   Monthly 

was  established  in  1895,  and  has  the  largest 
circulation  of  any  collector's  monthly  in  the 
world,  and  in  size  has  no  rival.  More  ads.  in 
the  West  than  in  all  other  American  Phil- 
atelic monthlies  combined.  The  best  paying 
medium  for  advertisers.  Rates  small,  re- 
sults large.  It  will  pay  you  to  write  us 
about  it.  Ic.  a  word. 
OUR  MOTTO:  "The  best  and  lots  of  it." 
Invest  10  cents  judiciously  by  sending  it  to 

L.  T.  BRODSTONE,  Publisher, 
Superior,  Nebraaka,  U.  S.  A. 

Send  five  cents  for  membership  card  to 
American  Camera  Club  exchange.  Over 
6000  members  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  or  50 
cents  for  one  year's  membership  to  Ameril 
can  Historical  Cureo,  Relic  and  Natura- 
History  Society.    Try  it. 

"West"  Souvenir  Post  Cards  I  Oc.  the  dozen 
many  colors.     Try  them. 


Lcarn  Taxidermy. 


Publishing 
House  of 


MAIL, 

Naturalists,  Oologists 
and  Sportsmen  should 
all  know  how  to  correct- 
ly mount  all  kinds  of 
birds  and  animals.  WE 
TEACH  TAXIDERMY 
BY  MAIL.  Complete 
course  in  15  lessons.  This 
_  is  one  of  the    most   de- 

lightful and  fascinating  of  arts.  Easily 
learned.  STANDARD  METHODS.  En- 
dorsed by  all  leading  taxidermists.  Many 
of  the  best  known  naturalists  of  the  country 
are  numbered  among  our  students.  If  you 
want  to  learn  TAXIDERMY,  we  desire  to 
submit  ourproposition  in  full.  Send  TODAY 
for  our  new  illustrated  CATAL(J(;  and  sam- 
ple copy  of  The  TAXIDERMY  MAGAZINE. 
BOTH  FREE.  THE  N.  W.  SCHOOL  OF 
TAXIDERMY,  76  Farnam  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 
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Prices   for  Back  Numbers   of  the 
YOUNG    OOLOGIST   AND    THE    OOLOGIST 

will,  during  1906,  remain  as  below: 

After  which  the  prices  of  many  num- 
bers will  be  advanced  and  possibly  not 
obtainable  at  any  price.  Should  you 
desire  back  numbers  to  complete  your 
file,  NOW  is  the  time  to  purchase.  You 
can  never  obtain  them  for  less  money 
and  possibly  not  at  any  price,  as  our 
stock  ranges  from  only  1  to  25  copies 
of  an  issue. 

Prices  for  1906  Are  as  Follows: 

Complete  file,  $12.00. 

No.    32    is   75   cents. 

Nos.  1,  14,  18,  21,  23-24,  31,  34-35,  42, 
53,  86,  89,  111,  130,  132,  137,  139,  140, 
153,   158,  are  50  cents  each. 

Nos.  9,  66-67,  76,  77,  78,  79,  88,  90,  100, 
113,   138,   146,  are  25  cents  each. 

Nos.  11,  13,  14,  15,  16,  54,  55,  56,  75, 
87,  123,  127,  128,  129,  144,  149,  are  15 
cents  each. 

Nos.  19,  20,  22,  27,  28,  38,  39,  40,  45, 
50,  60,  61,  63,  64,  65,  70,  74,  80,  93,  114, 
115,  126,  133,  135,  are  10  cents  each. 

liF'All    other    numbers    5c.    per    copy. 

For  $10  will  send  prepaid  a  copy  of 
every  issue  ever  published,  No.  1  to 
225.  This  offer  includes  your  subscrip- 
tion   through    1906. 

My  prices  for  back  numbers  of  the 
YOUNG  OOLOGIST  and  OOLOGIST  in 
volumes,  are  as  follows: 

Vol.   I,   1884-5,   Nos.   1   to   12 $   .90 

Vol.   II,   1885,   Nos.   13   to   14 50 

Vol.    Ill,    1886,    Nos.    15   to    20 90 

Vol.    IV,    1887,   Nos.    21    to   25-26 1.00 

Vol.    V,    1888,    Nos.    27    to    38 1.50 

Vol.  VI,  1889,  Nos.  39  to  50 75 

Vol.  VII,   1890,  Nos.   51  to  62 75 

Vol.  VIII,  1891,  Nos.   63  to  74 75 

Vol.  IX,  1892,  Nos.  75  to  86 90 

Vol.    X,    1893,    Nos.    87    to    98 1.00 

Vol.   XI,    1894,   Nos.    99   to   110 50 

Vol.   XII,   1895,   Nos.    Ill   to   122 1.00 

Vol.  XIII,   1896,  Nos.   123  to  127 50 

Vol  XIV,    1897,   Nos.    128   to   139 1.50 

Vol.   XV,    1898,   Nos.    140   to   149 60 

Vol.   XVI,   1899,  Nos.   150  to  161 75 

Vol.  XVII,  1900,  Nos.  162  to  171 50 

Vol.   XVIII,   1901,   Nos.    172   to   183..      .50 

Vol.  XIX,   1902.  Nos.   184   to  195 50 

Vol.   XX,  1903,  Nos.   196  to  197 10 

Vol.    XXI,    1904,   No.    198    to    209 50 

Vol.  XXII,  1905,  Nos.  210  to  221 50 

For  $5  I  will  send  prepaid  a  copy  of 
every  issue  published,  Nos.  1  to  209, 
inclusive,  except  the  twenty-nine,  (29), 
25c    and    50c    copies. 

For  92.00  I  will  send  prepaid  every 
copy  published,  Nos.  1  to  209,  inclusive, 
except  the  sixty  copies  priced  above  at 
10c   or   over. 

—  BOUND  VOLUMES  — 

Can   be  furnished,   strongly  bound  in  cloth  and 
boards,    as    follows: 
Vol.   I   and   II   YOUNG  OOLOGIST  bound  in 

ojip   volume, $1.00 

Vol.  IX.  The  OOLOGIST  for  '92,  298  pages 
of  valuable  and  instructive  Oological 
and  Omitbological  matter  with  many 
full    page    illustrations $1.00 

Or,  if  you  order  the  two  volumes  at  one  time, 
we  will  send  them  by  return  mail  for  only 
$1.75.  Kvery  student  of  birds,  their  nests  and 
eggs,  should  have  these  two  volumes  in  their 
library.  The  valuable  information  they  contain, 
is    worth    many    times    the    price. 

Address    plainly, 

ERNEST  H.   SHORT, 

Manager   of   Oologist, 

CHILI,    N.    Y. 


BARGAINS 


IN 


DATA 

BLANKS 


In  printing  our  "Standard  Cata- 
logue" we  had  a  lot  of  Datas  printed 
on  what  would  otherwise  have  been 
waste  paper  and  have  decided  to  give 
our  patrons  the  benefit  of  our  gain. 

We  can  furnish  five  (5)  styles  and 
will  send  prepaid,  your  choice,  at 
12c.  per  100  of  $1  per  1000.  The  small- 
est size  or  No.  1,  at  10c.  per  100  or 
75c.  per  1000.  Special  rates,  any 
style,  on  5,000  or  10,000  lots. 

Send     1c.     stamp     for 
sheet  of  sample  styles 

Quotations  Good  for  this  lot  and   \Jn- 
til  Present  Stock  is  Exhausted  Only 

Address  as  you  prefer  either 

ERNEST  H.  SHORT,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 
or  FRANK  H.   LATIN,  Albion,   N.   Y. 
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TWENTY-SEVENTH     THOUSAND! 

BIRD    GUIDE. 

BY  CHESTER  A.  REED,  S.  B. 

Author    of  North  American  Birds  Eggs,  and  with  Frank  M.  Chapman  of  Color  Key  to  North  American   Birds 
Editor  of  the  American  Bird  Magazine. 

This  is  a  popular  pocket  guide  and  text  book  to  ALL  THE  LAND  BIRDS  EAST 
OF  THE  ROCKIES,  from  the  Parrots  to  the  Bluebirds.     It  is  prepared  especially  for 

teachers  and  students,  after  years  of  study  as  to  their 
needs.  It  has  the  following  points  of  superiority  over 
any  other  Bird  Book: 

COLORED  ILLUSTRATIONS— Every  bird  is 
shown  in  natural  colors,  including  females  and  young 
when  they  differ. 

SCOPE.— xl?Uhe  land  birds  east  of  the  Rockies 
are  included.  It  gives  the  range  and  habit  of  each 
bird,  their  songs  as  nearly  as  they  can  be  written,  and 
description  of  their  nests  and  eggs. 

SMALL  SIZE,— It  can  easily  be  carried  in  the 
pocket,  measuring  but  3x5  inches,  200  pages,  bound 
in  flexible  sock  cloth  or  leather.  We  have  made  the 
price  of  the  book  as  low  as  possible  considering  the 
good  workmanship  and  material  that  is  used.  It  is  so 
low  that  anyone  can  afford  it,  but  no  one  can  afford  to 
be  without  it, 

IT  NAMES  THE  BIRDS  FOR.  YOU 

Bound  in  flexible  sock  cloth,  postpaid 

SO  CENTS 

Five  cloth  bound  copies  for  $2.00  postpaid 

Bound  in  flexible  leather,  75cts.     Five  copies  for  $3.00  postpaid. 

We  want  agents  in  every  city,  town  and  school.  Good  commissions. 
Send  for  prospectus  of  Bird  Books  and  sample  copy  of  the  AMERICAN 
BIRD  MAGAZINE, 


CHAS.  K.  re:e:d. 


WORCESTER.,  MASS. 
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Birds  and  Bird  Homes 


AS  THEY  WERE  SNAPPED." 


Our  portfolio  of  fine  Half  Tone  reproductions  of  twenty-three 

good  photos  of 

Birds   and   Birds'   Nests   from   Nature 

BRIEF  DESCRIPTIONS 

Includes  Studies  in 

PROTECTIVE  COLORATION 
BIRD  ARCHITECTURE  AND 
YOUNG    BIRDS.    :    :    :     :     : 

COVER  IN  COLORS.        UNCUT  EDGE.       TIED  BACK, 
>    ostpaid,        =        =        25  Cents. 
Address  MANAGER  OOLOGIST,  CHILI,  N.  Y. 

Magazine  and  Book  Bargains.  SACRIFICE  ! 

P'tvie's  nests  ami  c-<,'s  of  North  American  Am  breaking  up  mv  large  collection 

birds,  latest  eii.  and  a  years  subscription  to  ..  „,;„„. „,„    fu^  /^^„i\  «p  i  c;  „^ ^  «^i 

anyonedoilarinat,'a/,inepubiished.^...$l  75  ot  minerals,  the  result  of  15  years  col- 
Reed's  North  American  l^.ird's  P]ggs,  or         '  lecting   and   will   ship   prepaid  labeled 

Chapinan's  VoUn-  Key  and  ayears.sub-  specimens  at  the  following  rates:  Five 

scnption  to  any  one  dollar  magazines.  2  /5  •    .•         ,-        cr          -.n              •   x-           « 

Oologist  and  Recreation 150  varieties    for   25c.;    12      varieties      for 

Oologist  and  Cosmopolitan 100  50c.;    30  varieties,  $1.00. 

Oologist  and  I'.roadway  Magazine 1  40 

Oologist  and  American  I'.oy 100  With  every  fifty  cents  worth  of  the 

Kveryl)ody's  Mat-'uzine  and  Oologist 150  ilvnvp  nrdpvpd    a   will  <?pndi  a   '>5r    snec- 

.Munsey's  Ma^'azine  and  Oologist 1  20  '}^Ove  Oideied,  a  will  send'  a  ^oc.  spec 

Worlds  Work,  Delineator  aud  McClures  3  00  Hnen    of      rare      radio-active      Bedford 

Country  Life  in  .\merica  and  Chapman's  Crvtolite    described    bv    Prof.    Luquer 

Review  oV'ttevieWs- and- Davie's- Nests  ^^"^  of  "Columbia  University    in  the  Amer- 

and  Eggs 3  00  ican  Geologist,  Jan.  1904. 

Outingand  Davie's  Nest  and  Eggs 2  20  Fine  pair  of  old  brass  mounted  pis- 

Lippincots  M:ij:aznie  and  Warbler 2  50  .    ,       (flint    Ir^r^ks'*      nannrnmn     pnmpra 

Field  and  .-stream  and  Oologist 150  ^ois    (Hint    iocKS),    panoiama    camera. 

Yearly  suhscrlptionstoall  magazines-    All  lenses,    etc.,    cheap.        Large   list      for 

books  sent  prepaid.  stamp 

Send  for  my  complete  magazine  list.    Give 
me  list  of  your  wants  for  special  quotations. 

If  there  is  a  book  or  magazine  you  want  I  can  L.  V.  CASE, 
save  you  money.    I  would  like  especially  to 

figure  in  large  lists.  8  Broadway, 

BENJAMIN  HOAG, 

Stephentown,                               New  York.  Tarrytown,  N.  Y. 


The  Oologist. 

A  MONTHLY  PUBLICATION  DEVOTED  TO 

OOLOGY,  ORNITHOLOGY  AND  TAXIDERMY. 


WANTS,  FOR  SALES  AND  EXCHANGES. 

Brief  Special  announcements  "  Wants,"  "  F^changes,"  "  For  Sales,"  inserted  in  this  de- 
Dartment  for  25  cents  per  25  words.  Notices  over  25  words  charged  at  the  rate  of  1-2  cent  !<» 
each  additional  word.    No  notice  inserted  for  less  than  25  cents.    Terms,  cash  with  order. 

Strictly  first-class  specimens  will  be  accepted  in  payment  at  1-3  list  rates. 


Vol.  XXIV.    No.  2. 


ALBION,  N.  Y.,  FEB.,  1907. 


Whole  No.  235 


Take  Notice. 

Examine  the  number  following  your  name 
on  the  wrapper  of  this  month's  Oologist.  It 
denotes  when  your  subscription  expired  or 
will  expire. 

Remember  we  must  be  notified  if  you  wish 
paper  discontinued  and  all  arrearages  must 
be  paid. 

209  your  subscription  expired  Dec.  1904 
235  vour  subscription  expires  with  this  issue 
245    •  "  '■  "         Dec,  1907 

257    "  "  "  "         Dec.  1908 

Intermediate  numbers  can  easily  be  deter- 
mined. If  we  have  you  credited  wrong  we 
wish  to  rectify. 

Entered  as  second-class  matter  December 
21,  1903,  at  the  post  office  at  Albion,  N.  Y., 
under  the  Act  of  Congress  of  March  3,  1879. 

WANTED.— In  exchange  following  species 
eggs  in  fine  sets.  Will  give  exchange  in  rarer 
species.  A.  O.  U.  261,  414a,  469,  468,  554b,  588, 
610a,  611a,  622e,  627,  648a,  654,  667,  680,  681e,  721b, 
725b.  725c,  743,  753,  761b.  THOMAS  H.  JACK- 
SON, 343  E.  Biddle  St.,  West  Chester.  Pa. 
N.  4.  t. 

ENGLISH  CAVIES.— Black,  buff,  silver- 
grey,  red  and  white  and  red  Absynnians. 
Also  Brown  Leghorn  Cockerels  and  registered 
Shropshire  ram  lambs.  Will  exchange  for 
A.  No.  1  sets,  choice  Indian  relics,  bird  books 
or  cash.    FRANK  H.  LATTIN,  Albion,  N.Y, 

STAMP  ALBUMS. — 2  vols.;  full  leath- 
er; exchange  for  eggs  or  bird  books. 
A  snap  for  some  one.  BENJAMIN 
HOAG,  Stephentown,  New  York. 

FOU  SALE. — Two  handsome  polish- 
ed oak  cabinets;  each  have  12  drawers, 
18  X  30  inches  inside;  each  will  hold 
over  550  sets  of  egg-s.  Write  for  full 
particulars.  VERDI  BURTCH.  Branch- 
port,   N.    Y. 

SEND  ME  $1.50  worth  of  flrst-class 
sets.  Lattin's  List  rates,  prepaid,  your 
selections.  I  will  send  you  4  pounds 
back  numbers  Recreation  and  other 
magazines  of  interest  to  bird  men  and 
sportsmen.  BENJAMIN  HOAG,  Ste- 
phentown, New  York. 


INDIAN  arrow  heads,  mortars,  pitted 
stones,  rub  stones  and  broken  pottery  from 
mounds.  Old  newspapers  Mexican  war,  etc., 
for  cash  or  exchange.  What  have  you.  W. 
P.  AGEE,  Hope,  Ark., Sept.  8.  t. 

«tr-  NOTICE. -We  will  give  the  "Oologist' 
for  Four  Years  or  75c  in  cash  for  every  copy 
of  ■•Oologist"  for  June  1888,  Vol.  VI.  No.4, 
sent  us  in  good  condition.  Will  give  3  years, 
or  50c  for  April,  1889.  Address,  Manager 
Oologist,  Chili.  N.  Y. 

WANTED — First-class  birds'  skins 
and  eggs  in  sets;  will  give  in  ex- 
change fine  U.  S.  and  foreign  stamps. 
Also  a  small  dealer's  stock  of  stamps 
to  exchange.  F.  T.  CORLESS,  804  B. 
14th    St.    North,    Portland,    Ore. 

PEDIGREED,  well  bred  collie  bitch  pup- 
three  months  old,  also  Guinea  pigs  for  sale. 
B.  S.  BOVVDISH.  Demarest,  N.  J. 


TALKING  MACHINE  AND  BICT- 
n.,E,  both  good  as  new,  to  excliange 
for  eggs  or  books.  BENJAMIN  HOAG, 
Stephentown,  New  York. 

WANTED. — Old  bird  books  and  mag- 
azines; cash  or  exchange.  Quote  cash 
rate  prepaid.  Save  time.  BENJAMIN 
HOAG.  Stephentown,  New  York. 

BARGAIN  SALE. — 100  old  U.  S.  and 
foreign  coins,  script,  confederate  bills, 
mounted  birds,  tine  crustations,  curios, 
etc.      Write.      CHARLES    L.    PHILLIPS, 

Taunton,    Mass. 

For  EXCHANGE. — Swamp  Birds' 
Eggs.  Nos.  6,  Pied-billed  Grebe;  77, 
Black  Tern:  120,  Double  Crested  Cor- 
morant; 208,  King  Rail;  212,  Virginia 
Rail;  214,  Sora  Rail;  219,  Florida  Gal- 
linule;  221  American  Coot;  also  417, 
Wliipoorwill.  R.  M.  BARNES,  Lacon, 
111. 

WANT  TO  PURCHASE  "Coues's 
"New  England  Bird  Life,"  Samuels' 
"Birds  of  New  England,"  and  Brew- 
ster's "Birds  of  the  Cambridge  Region 
of  Mass.,"  in  good  condition.  SIDNEY 
F.     BLAKE,     Stoughton.     Mass. 
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I'XJU  SALE — Fresh  skins  of  Golden 
Eayle.  $5.00;  Great  Gray  Owl,  $5.00; 
Snowy  Owls.  $2.50  to  $5.00;  Hawk 
Owls.'  $1.50;  Prairie  Hen.  $1.50:  Sharp- 
tailod  Grouse.  $1.10:  Huffed  Grouse 
$1.10;  Spruce  Grouse,  $2.00:  Wolf  for  mounting. 
^.50:  Kayens.  $-2.00  and  American  Goshawk, 
$1.50.  CUIUS  P.  FORGE,  Taxidermist,  Car- 
man, Manitoba. 

ENVEJ>()PFS  PRINTED. -Corner  card  or 
address  (Jl.grood  business  stock,  white,  yellow, 
blue,  amber.  lOU.  45c:  -2.50,950;  500,  $1,50;  1000, 
$2.50;  5000,  $10.00;  10000,  $17,00  Your  name 
printed  on  loi)  e.xt  ra  fine  white  bristol  cai'ds, 
tine  writiiis  type 50c.  prcpaidat  pricesquoted. 
L.  S.  PI0I;T(  >X.  Hyde  Park,  X.  Y.       J.  2.  t. 

WILL  SELL  For  Best  Cash  Offer.-Two 
sets  and  three  singles  of  Sandhill  Crane  eggs, 
ALSO  about  100  eggs  each.  White  Ibis.  Wood 
Ibis,  and  Fla.  Burrowing  Owl.  Box  447, 
Orlando,  Fla, 

OFFlOi;  tirst  class  bright  showy  exotic 
butterflies  eitlier  spread  or  papered  for  first 
class  skins,  rare  eggs  in  sets  or  splendid 
mineral  crystals.  Data  essential.  Will  pur- 
chase perfect  butterflies  from  the  West. 
LEVI  W.  MENGEL,  Boys'  High  School. 
Reading,  Pa. 

WAXTP:D,-The  coming  season.  A.  I, 
mitlientir  sets  of  1(1,  3(i,  SI.  S2,  124,  204,  299,  334a, 
345,  352a,  372, . -{79,  (itJO,  ()t)2,  (J64,  672,  749.  Offer 
Loons,  Albatross,  Ducks  and  Geese.  Raptores 
as  Kites,  Eagles,  Grey  Gyr.  Falcons  or  dol- 
lars if  you  want  them.  Reliable  collectors 
write.    A.  E.  PRICE,  (irant  Park,  111, 

CAMERA  FOR  SALE,-5x7  Pony  Premo 
No.  4.  with  leather  carrying  case.  Has  plana- 
tograph  lens,  reversible  back,  double  valve 
automatic  shutter,  also  a  "No.  1  metal  tripod, 
cost  $3,50,"  (i  5  X  7  kits  with  4x5  openmg  for 
plates  and  a  5  x  7  printing.  This  camera  was 
bought  November  last  and  has  never  taken  a 
picture.  The  first  one  to  send  me  $15.00  takes 
the  whole  thing  and  I  will  pay  express 
charges.    IJERT  NICHOLS.  Granville,  X.  Y. 

WANTFl).— -Oue-lMlls"  against  tlie 
Eastman  Kodak  Co..  Winchester  Repeat- 
ing Arms  Co.,  Globe- Wernicke  Co,, 
and  Hausch  l^i  Lomb  Optical  Co.  Have 
in  echange  for  above  Gas  Seacli  Light 
with  l-'ork  for  bicycle,  Otis  Wyeth  Di- 
lating Urethrotome,  Skene's  Hawk 
Bill  Uterine  Scissors.  Keye's  100-Minum 
Hyprocele  ISyringe  and  sets  with  data. 
DU.  W.  JVl.  MARTIN,  Wellington,  Kan- 
sas. 

WANTl':i). — Tu  purchase  for  cash,  or 
will  cxrluuiK*'  sl<ins  and  sets  from 
United  States  foi-  bird  and  mammal 
skins  from  foreign  countries  and  Soutli 
America.  .\11  answered.  Also  want 
to  subscrilie  for  Ornithologist  and 
Oologlst  Magazines.  Publishers  please 
send  sample  copies.  "\Y.  JENNINGS 
^\■||;•|^  KTiuwlesville,  Orleans  Co..  N. 
^■..  i;.  I".  1  >.  ::i,  u.  s.  A. 

WANTED. — A  cabinet  in  fair  condi- 
tion, 12  to  18  drawers,  from  2  to  5  or 
6  inches  deep.  Must  be  reasonable  in 
price,  preferal)ly  of  hard  wood.  CHAS 
S.   THOMPSON.   Box   214,    Eaton.   Colo. 

I  HAVIC  lirst-class  common  sets  and 
will  excliange  for  sets  e(iually  as  com- 
mon; will  give  good  value.  "Send  list 
and  receive  mine.  JOHN  BECKEK, 
407  N.  Dupont  Ave.,  Miimeapolis. 


FOR  SALE  IN  FLESH.— Barred 
Owls.  Goss  Hawks.  ^Yild  Cats,  Mergan- 
sers and  Am.  Golden-eyes.  ALVAH  G 
DORR.  Bucksport.  Me. 

FOR  SALE.— Indian  relic  collection  of 
about  500  specimens,  a  bargain  at  $2S.OO  sent 
C  .().  D.  Full  particulars  for  stami).  .\.  D. 
(iRUTZ.MACHER.  Mukwonago,  Wis. 

TO  EXCHANGE. — 1  Parker  gun,  10 
gauge,  1  set  Haven  eggs  witli  nest  for 
12  gauge  repeating  shotgun.  Must  be 
a  good  one.  ALVAH  G.  DORR.  Bucks- 
port,  Me. 

WANTED. — For  cash  sets  and  nests 
Bay-breasted  Warbler,  Cape  May  and 
Palm  and  Yellow  Palm  Warblers,  rare 
Snarrows,  Storks,  Nutcracker,  Canada 
Jav,  Evening  Grosl)eak.  EDWARD 
ARNOLD.  126  Van  Buren  St..  Battle 
Crepk.     Mich. 

FOR  EXCHAXGE.— The  following  sets: 
1,  30,  47,  53,  65,  70.  77.  80,  190.  191.  194.  201.  212.  214. 
219,  228,  263  273,  316,  313.  333.  337.  339.  360.  367.  375. 
387.  388.  390.  406.  412.  444.  461,  488,  494.  495,  498.  501. 
511.  529.  540.  560.  .563.  581,  .584.  595,  59s.  (iOO.  613.  616, 
()19,  624.  6:U.  ft52.  658.  659,  674:  r,79.  681.  687.  704,  705. 
725.  755.  756,  EDWARD  REINECKE. 400  Elm 
St,.Buffalo.  N.  Y. 

WANTED. — Male  Ivorv-hiU  Wood- 
pecker. Warblers.  Quails  and  Hum- 
mingbird skins,  birds'  eggs.  etc.  Can 
offer  stamps,  Studers  Birds  of  North 
America  and  otlier  bird  books  and 
magazines,  skins  of  Red  King  and 
ma.gnificent  Birds  Paradise  and  many 
otliers,  Merrit  typewrite,  hogs-hide 
snddle.  also  sets  .such  as  Ha'wks.  Owls, 
Wild  Turkey  1-13,  etc..  etc.  Send  me 
your  full  lists  of  sets,  bird  and  mammal 
skins,  etc.  W.  JEXNINGS  WIRT.  Knowles- 
ville.  Orleans  County.  X".  Y. 

FOR  S.-VLE. -Black  Tern,  sets  of  3  and 2 per 
egg.  4c:  Wilson  Snipe.  1-4.  one  egg  slightly 
chipped,  $2.00;  Bartrams  Sandpiper.  1-4.  egg 
slightly  cracked.  40c:  Red  Phalarope.  3.  $3.00: 
Can.  Ruffed  (irouse.  1-9.  slightly  bleached. 
90c:  Marsh  Hawk.  1-7.  $1.00  well  marked,  sets 
5  and  4, 10c  an  egg:  Red-tail,  1-3,  1-2,  15c  egg; 
Swainson  Hawk,  1-4,  $1.00;  Broadwing  Hawk, 
3-3.  $2,25  set;  Western  Horned  Owl.  1-2.  75c; 
Artie  Horned  Owl,  1-3,  $2.50:  Brewers  Black- 
bird, 2-4.  8c;  Swamp  Sparrow,  1-5,  50c.  1-4.  40c; 
White-eyed  Vireo.  1-4.  30c:  Yellow-headed 
inack-t)ird.2-4.8c.  Prepaid  by  mail.  CHRIS 
P.  F()R(;E.  Xaturatist  and  Taxidermist, 
Carman.  Manitoba. 

1  have  still  a  few  sets  left  from  my  take  of 
]ii06.  T'.lack  Tern.  2and  3.  at  4c  per  es^:  Wil- 
son Snipe.  1  egg  slightly  chipped.  $2.o0;  Bart- 
rams Sandpiper,  1-4  2  eggs  slightly  cracked. 
40c;  Canada  RulHcd  Grouse,  1-4  slightly 
bleached,  90c;  Marsh  Hawk,  1-7  well  marked. 
$1,00:4  and  5.  10c  per  egg;  Red-tailed  Hawk, 
2  and  3.  15c  per  egg:  Swainson  Hawk,  1-4,  $1,00: 
Broad-winged  do.,  2-3  $2.25:  Western-horned 
Owl.  l-275c;  .\rtic  do..  l-:i  $2.50;  Brewers  Black- 
bird,'2-4  8c;  Swamp  Sparrow,  1-4  40c:  White- 
eved  Vireo,  1-4  30c:  Yellow-headed  Black- 
bird, 2-4,  8c,  Will  sell  cheap  the  following 
mounted  birds  or  cxcliangc  for  sets,  Rough- 
Icggcd  Hawk  with  prcv. -^2.50;  Kingfisher.  75c; 
Striix'd  Spcrmonbilc.  $1.(10;  P.lue-wingcd  Teal, 
$1.00:  Nortbcni  Hare,  vouiig.  $1.00;  l.oon,$1.00; 
Covotc  Skin,  $1.00:  Western  Horned  <»wl  skin, 
$1.00;  P,obwhite..jOc:  Wolf  skulls.  3ilc;  Elk  and 
Moose  feet,  25c:  Deer.  15c.  CllKIS  P.  FORCJE. 
Carman.  NIanitoba. 
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WANTED  IX  EXCHANGP:  for  2nd  hand 
medical  book  in  tine  condition.  Single  eggs, 
Indianrelics,  etc.  DR.  A.  E.  PAYNE,  River- 
head.  L.  I.,  N.  Y. Jan.  2.  t. 

WANTED-Brown.  White  or  Buff  Leghorn, 
Black  Minorca  or  Hamburg  Eowls.  Can  use 
two  cocks  and  fifty  hens,  pure  bred  or  good 
grades.  Will  give  in  exchange  anything  in 
stock,  minerals,  shells,  corals,  birds'  eggs, 
showy  butterflies,  Indian  relics,  curios, 
stamps,  and  a  few  mounted  birds  and  skins. 
ERNEST  II.  SHORT,  Box  17:i  Rochester,  N. 
Y^ 

WANTED—  Eor  cash,  skins  of  xVlbino  bi  rds 
or  mammals,  rare  nests,  eggs  and  skins, 
Eskimo  Curlew  in  particular.  Nesting  sites 
of  all  birds  that  preed  in  holes  or  cavities  in 
trees.  Quote  anything  of  the  ^-ort  you  may 
have  to  offer.  JOHN  LEWIS  CHILDS 
Floral  Park,  N.  Y. Dec,  t.  f. 

WANT.— Eggs  in  sets  and  good  Indian 
relics.  I  offer  eggs,  shells  and  showy  mount- 
ed butterflies.  ERNEST  H.  SHORT,  Box  l7o, 
Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Can  supply  during  winter  months  the  fol- 
lowing fresh  skins:  Ciolden  Eagle,  American 
Goshawk,  Snowy  Owl,  Western  Horned  Owl, 
Artie  Horned  ( )wl,  Great  (Jray  Owl,  American 
Hawk  Owl.  Prairie  Hen,  Sharp-tailed  (irouse. 
Ptarmigan,  Spruce  Grouse,  Ruffled  Grouse. 
Chickadees,  Itedpolls,  Pine  and  Evening 
Grosbeaks,  Snow-flakes,  etc.  CHRIS  P. 
FORGE.  Carman,  Manitoba. 

ONF  NEW  SET  of  the  $10  edition  of  Baird 
Brewer  and  Ridg.  "Land  Birds."  3  vols., 
illus.  for  $(S.OO  cash  or  will  exchange  for  very 
desirable  sets  of  eggs.  E.  H.  SHORT,  Box 
173,  Rochester.  N.  Y. 

Hand  Egg  Blow-pipe  for  blowing  all  fresh 
and  incubated  eggs.  A  very  u.seful  instru- 
ment. Invaluable  with  water-blower.  En- 
dorsed by  a  great  many  Oologists  and  col- 
lectors through  the  United  States  and  Can- 
ada. Satisfaction  guaranteed.  Sent  post- 
paid with  directions  for  $1.00.  DOCTOR  M. 
T.  CLECK LEY,  457  Greene  Street,  Augusta, 
Ga. Jan.  t.  f. 

WANTED  AT  ONCE.-Maynard's  eggs  of 
N.  Am.  Birds.  Quote  price  postpaid.  Cash. 
Quick,  BENJAMIN  HOAG,  Stephentown, 
New  York. 

WANTE]D.— 50  or  more  fine  copies  of  the 
U.  S.  1847  5  cent  used.  Will  pay  cash  or  ex- 
change stamps.  FRANK  H.  LORD,  184  East 
3rd  Street,  St.  Paul..  Minn. 

FOR  SALE  Olt  EXCHANGE. — With 
New  England  collectors,  700  trays, 
standard  sizes  white  paper.  C.  M.  CASE 
100    Ashley    St.,    Hartford.    Conn. 


WANTED 

Birds'  Eggs  for  Cash,  either  in  large 
or  small  lots,  sets  and  sets  with  nests, 
and'  large  rare  singles  especially  de- 
sired. Must  be  strictly  first-class  and 
with    data.  Send   list    with    lowest 

prices.  jan  t.f. 

DOCTOR   M.   T.   CLECKLEY, 
457  Greene   St.,  Augusta,   Ga. 


AUCTION  POSTPONED. -Because  of  late- 
ni'ss  of  publication  of  January  1!)07  Oologist. 
The  time  for  receiving  bids  for  books  and 
publications  listed  in  my  ad  is  extended  un- 
til 10  days  after  publication  of  this  notice, 
read  my  ad  in  January  Oologist  and  make 
bids  on  what  you  want. 

DR.  I.  S.  TROSTLER, 
Orleans,  Nebraska 


Oologists'     Tools,     Bird    Books, 
Magazines,   Fine  Sets. 


Everything  sent  postage  or  express  pre- 
paid. 
Best  Steel  Climbers  without  strap,  $1.90,  with 

4  straps $  2  50 

Cut,  the  lining  egg  drills,  16  sizes,  25c, 

35c,  and  oOc  each,  4  selected  sizes 1  00 

Blowpipes,  all  nickle,  10  to  12  inch,  40c;  8 

to  H  inch,  30c,  6  to  7  inch -20 

P^mbryo  Hooks 25 

Embryo  Scissors,  very  best,  tine  and 

delicate 1  25 

Embryo  Scissors,  cheap ,.       25 

Standard  Egg  Drill,  finest  made.  No.  1. 

25c,  No.  2.  35c,  No.  3,  50c,  No.  4,  75c,  No. 

5,  $1.00,  No.  6 1  50 

Best  Nickle  Sliding  Calipers 88 

I  )ata  Blanks  per  100 10 

Pencils,  very  soft  for  eggs 10 

"Flanigans  Ball"  for  rinsing  eggs 20 

Forceps,  fine  joints,  best  made 45 

Egg  Cotton,  pink,  blue,  green,  canary, 

white,  sheet  10c,  pkge 50 

Pish  Baskets  $1.00.  $1.28  and 1  50 

I'ield  Glasses  in  case  with  strap 5  00 

Steel  Fishing  Rods,  bait  a  fly,  trout  or 

bass 2  50 

Trout  Flies,  assorted  dozen 30 

Davie's  Nests  and  Eggs,  4  cut-lining  Egg 

Drills  and  one  Blowpipe 2  00 

Reed's  North  American  Birds'  Eggs  and 

any  one  dollar  magazine  published  for 

year 2  85 

Chapman's  Color  Key  aud  any  dollar 

magazine  for  year ' 2  85 

Cone's  Key.  2  vols.,  cloth 11  00 

North  American  Land  Birds,  3  vols., 

cloth 9  00 

(  hapman's     Hand-book,     cloth,    $2.25, 

leather '. 2  60 

Bendire's  Life  Histories,  2  vols.,  boards 

and  leather 21  00 

The  Auk,  a  few  back  vols,  at  each 2  75 

Hornaday's  Taxidermy 2  40 

Send  for  full  list  of  tools,  books  and  maga- 
zines.   Prompt  quotations  on  any  want. 

I  have  a  nice  lot  of  strictly  first  class  sets  I 
waat  to  close  out.  among  them  Loon,  Ancient 
Murrlett,  White-faced  Petrel,  Booby,  Black- 
bellied  Tree  Duck.  Poor-will,  Osprey,  Hum- 
mers, Miss.  Kite,  Scarlet  Ibis,  Blackburmian, 
Black-throated  Green,  Black-throated  Blue 
Warblers,  Broad- wing.  Red-shouldered,  Am. 
Rough-leg,  Marsh  Hawks,  Black  Petrel, 
Blue-faced  Booby,  Barred  Owl,  Sharp- 
shinned  Hawk.     Send  for  lists  and  prices. 

BENJAMIN  HOAG, 
Stephentown,  New  York. 


20 


THE  OOLOGIST. 


•  ▼TTYTYTTTTTTTTTTTYTTTTTTTTV  TTTTTTTVTTTTTTTVTTTTTTTTT* 

I  CombinaLtion  Offer.  < 

►  We  Offer  Oologist  one  year  ^ 
^  and  Reed's  "North  American  Birds  Eggs,"  ^ 

^  New  illustrated  Key,  $2.50  postpaid,  all  prepaid   $2.60  < 

^  Oologist  one  year  ^ 

^  and  Chapman's  "Color  Key,"  ^ 

>>  New  Color  Key  to  North   American    Birds,   $2.50   postpaid,  ^ 

►  all  prepaid $2.60  ^ 

^  Oologist  one  year  2 

^  and  "Frederick  Young"  ^ 

^  The  Natural  History  Novel,  prepaid $  .90  ^ 

^  Oologist /owr  years,  Jan.  1905  to  Dec.  1908,  ^ 

►  and  "North  American  Birds  Eggs"  or  "Color  Key,"- ..$3,25  ^ 
^  Oologist /oMf  years,  as  above,  ^ 
^  and  a  copy  of  our  new  "Standard  Catalogue"    of    North  ^ 

►  American  Birds  Eggs $1.00  m 

^  Oologist /bwr  years  and  "Frederick  Young," $1.40  ^ 

^  The  Oologist  4  years,  and  "Land  Birds,"  Baird,  Brewer  &  Ridg.;  ^ 

^  iNew  Edition,  Colored  Plates,  price  ;^  10.00,  for  $8.60.  ^ 

►  Address  < 
t  ERNEST  H.  SHORT.  5 

►  Manager  Oologist  Chili.  N,Y.  < 
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Know  the  Wild  Flowers? 


Your  rambles  in  field  and  wood 
will  increase  in  interest  in  propor- 
tion as  you  know  plants  as  well  as 
birds. 

The  American  Botanist 

is  issued  for  the  plant  lover.  It 
contains  no  technical  articles  and  is 
just  the  magazine  you  need.  Get 
a  copy  and  see  for  yourself. 

ADDRESS 

WILLARD   N.  CLUTE  &  CO., 
309  Whitley  Ave., 

Joliet,  III. 


The     Warblers     of 
North  America. 

By  Frank  M.  Chap:«ian. 

With  24  full  page  colored  plates  illustrating 
male,  female  and  young  of  all  species,  and 
eight  full  inline  plates  of  nests  and  eggs.    Large 

,S  V().  clcith^L'.yO 

Tlie  Warbler  Book  and  the  Warbler  pub- 
lished by  .J.  L.  Childs.2  vols.  1905  and 
liiOIJ  complete $4  30 

The  Warbler  Book  and  Beed's  North 
American  Eggs  or  Chapman's  Color 
Key 4  80 

Havie's  Nests  and  Eggs.  5th ed.  and  War- 
!)ler  Book '. 3  60 

Tlic  Warbler  Book  and  yearly  subscrip- 
tion to  Oologist 3  10 

The  Warbler  Book  and  I'.lack-throated 
Blue  Warbler,  n-4 5  00 

The  Warbler  Book  and  Bird  Lore,  full 
year 3  60 

The  Warbler  Bowk  and  a  New  subscrip- 
tion to  Condor 3  65 

The  Warbler  Book  and  Magnolia  War- 
bler n-4 3  35 

The  Warbler  Book  and  Auk  for  1907 5  45 

The  Warbler  Book  and   Lent.  Perry's 

new  book.  Nearest  the  Pole "  30 

( )r(ler  at  once.    The  number  of  all  at  above 

rates  limited. 
All  sent  prepaid. 

BENJAMIN   HOAG, 
Stephentown,  New  York. 
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White-eyed  Vireo. 


The  White-eyed  Vireo  is  a  very 
common  resident  throughout  the  east- 
ern portion  of  Virginia.  They  arrive 
early  in  April,  and  when  the  breeding 
season   starts  about  the  first  of  May, 


as  many  as  a  dozen  pairs  may  be 
found  in  a  small  swamp;  and  often 
the  nesting  sites  are  only  a  few  feet 
apart. 

During  the  last  summer  I  visited  a 
small  swamp  about  a  mile  in  length 
near  the  center  of  Chesterfield  coun- 
ty. This  gave  me  a  good  opportunity 
to  study  the  habits  of  the  White-eyed 
Vireo  and  also,  to  improve  my  collec- 
tion by  adding  several  sets  which  I 
had  heretofore  lacked. 

The  first  set  I  obtained'  May  3,  con- 
tained four  perfectly  fres'h  eggs.  This 
was  the  earliest  siet  I  record  taken  in 
Virginia.  The  nest  was  placed  in 
the  fork  of  a  twig  of  a  holly^bush  8 
inches  above  the  ground,  and  almost 
overhanging  a  small  stream.  The 
eggs  of  this  set  were  much  smaller 
than  the  average  and  were  rather 
heavily  splotched  about  the  larger 
end.  On  May  11,  I  took  another  set 
of  four  eggs  of  the  average  siize,  and 
evenly  speckled  all  over.  The  nest 
was  one  of  the  most  artisitically  con- 
structed I  ever  saw,  also  being  placed 
in  a  forked  twig  about  15  inches  above 
the  ground.  The  incubation  had  just 
begun.  Three  days  later  I  discovered 
a  third  nest  suspended  from  a  twig 
of  a  small  bush  two  feet  from  ground. 
This  was  in  full  view  of  any  one  pass- 
ing and  only  a  few  feet  away  from  a 
railroad.  It  contained  four  nearly  in- 
cubated eggs,  which  were  rather  light- 
ly marked. 

On  May  22,  I  took  a  fourth  set  con- 
taining four  apparently  fresh  eggs 
in  the  same  vicinity  I  got  the  first  set. 
This  was  also  suspended  in  a  holly 
bush,  but  nearly  three  feet  above  the 
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ground.  The  eggs  were  the  average 
size  and  lightly  dotted  with  black. 
About  14  feet  away,  on  the  other  side 
of  a  stream,  I  found  another  nest 
containing  four  ibirds  nearly  ready  to 
fly;  and  directly  above  this  nest  was 
a  nest  of  the  Yellow  Warbler  in  a  ma- 
ple tree,  about  15  feet  above  the 
gi-ound,  which  contained  five  fresh 
eggs. 

Besides  all  these,  I  found  two  empty 
nests  of  recent  construction  of  the 
White-eyed  Vireo  in  the  same  swamp 
and  none  of  these  were  over  three 
feet  from  the  ground. 

Every   set   I   have    ever   seen    taken 
from  my  locality  contained  four  eggs, 
and  in  only  one  instance  do  I  record 
a  set  of  five  eggs  taken  in  Virginia. 
THOS.    SEMMES,   JR., 
Richmond,   Va. 


Hummingbird    Notes. 


I  desire  to  add  a  few  remarks  on 
the  Ruby-throated  Hummer  (Trochilus 
Colubris)  to  the  interesting  notes  of 
Mr.  Southwick  in  the  July  Oologist, 
and  of  Mr.  Harrower  in  the  August 
Oologist. 

I  have  found  a  great  many  nests  of 
the  Ruby-throat,  some  in  maple  trees 
in  the  village  streets,  ^ome  in  apple 
trees  in  orchards,  some  in  the  depths 
of  Potter  Swamp  where  the  trees  are 
thick  and  large  and  there  are  partly 
submerged  logs  and  hummockswith  a 
rank  growth  of  weeds  and  ferns,  but 
the  favorite  nesting  site  seenns  to  be 
in  the  woods  on  the  hillsides  on  either 
side  of  our  valley  at  an  elevation 
of  200  or  300  feet  above  the  level  of 
the  creek  which  flows  down  the  val- 
ley. 

Mr.  C.  F.  Stone  and  myself  have 
found  as  many  as  five  nests  in  a  sin- 
gle afternoon  in  the  woods  on  the 
east  side  of  the  valley.  They  are 
usually    situated    from    10    to    20    feet 


from  the  ground,  but  have  found  them 
40  and  60  feet  up.  We  find  them  in 
maples,  oaks,  beech,  and  hemlock 
trees.  I  have  a  nest  that  has  been 
used  two  successive  summers,  a  sec- 
ond story  having  been  added  the  sec- 
ond season. 

The  female  does  not  seem  to  be 
able  to  sit  still  on  the  eggs  as  she  is 
continually  flying  up  from  the  nest 
and  taking  short  flights  of  a  few  sec- 
onds duration,  remaining  on  the  nest 
but  a  moment  or  two  at  a  time. 
VERDI  BURTCH, 
Branchport,   X.   Y. 


Additional   Notes  on  the   Bobolink. 


After  reading  the  articles  by  Mr.  C. 
S.  Prescott  on  the  Bobolink  in  Novem- 
ber issue  of  The  Oologist  together 
with  the  Editor's  personal  experience 
with  this  "Black  and  White  Slough 
Bird,"  I  can  disclose  several  inter- 
esting narratives  regarding  the  nidi- 
fication  of  this  species. 

On  the  uncultivated  meadows,  both 
in  dry  and  wet  situations,  the  skunk 
black  bird  abounds,  though  some 
times  very  locally,  in  regions  about 
Northern  Illinois  and  Southern  Wis- 
consin. I  have  observed  25  males  in 
a  ten  acre  field  during  the  month  of 
May,  yet  I  know  of  no  other  bird  who 
conceals  its  nest  more  effectually  in 
proi5ortion  to  its  abundance.  The 
birds  practically  nest  in  Colonies.  The 
territory  which  they  resort  to  upon  ar- 
rival from  the  tropics,  seems  over- 
flowing with  their  gushing  melody 
mingled  with  the  flute-like  notes  of 
the  Meadow  Lark  and  the  sweet  out 
pathetic  whistle  of  this  dry  land  wa- 
der, the  Bartramian   Sandpiper. 

When  the  Bobolink  is  nesting  among 
rank  vegetation  bordering  our 
marshes,  it  is  extremely  difficult  to 
observe  the  fem^ale  as  she  arises  from 
the  ground,  because  of  her  habit  of 
alighting,    or    simidy    hopi)ing      to      a 
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weed  stalk  and  then  by  alternating 
flights  and  hops,  traveling  perhaps  50 
yards  before  giving  utterance  to  any 
note  of  alarm. 

During  damp,  cloudy  and  rainy 
weather,  Madam  Spinlt  sits  very  close- 
ly and  frequently  during  the  drizzling 
rain  I  have  walked  within  a  foot 
or  less  of  her  treasures.  Occasion- 
ally I  have  actually  trod  upon  the 
nest  and  the  parent  bird,  although 
without  injury  to  the  latter. 

If  the  birds  have  chosen  a  grassy 
field  where  the  living  vegetation  is 
very  short;,'  but  last  •  year's  growth 
covers  a  greater  portion  of  the  earth, 
forming,  wind  beaten  masses  or  tus- 
socks, the  nssts- are  often  concealed 
,s)imply  by  ■  the  last  year's  growth, 
which  is  dead  and  dry,  forming  ex- 
cellent shelter. 

I  have  a  distinct  recollection  of  the 
very  cold  and  wet  spring  and  late 
summer  during  1902.  The  prairie 
sloughs  were  almost  entirely  submer- 
ged, with  here  and  there  a  slight  knoll 
or  elevation  perhaps  not  to  exceed 
one-tenth  of  an  acre  in  extent.  The 
Bobolinks  together  with  the  Meadow 
Larks,  Savanna,  Grasshoppers  and 
Henslow's  Sparrows,  had  taken  refuge 
in  these  high  places  after  their  first 
set  had  been  destroyed  by  the  high 
water.  On  several  of  the  "risesi"  in 
the  prairies,  of  very  limited  extent,  I 
found  no  less  than  ten  nests  of  the 
Bobolink.  They  were  adeptly  hidden 
under  weed  stalks,  or  the  luxurious 
grass  which  was  specially  rank  like 
all  other  verdure  during  cool,  damp 
weather. 

I  have  also  been  quite  successful  in 
approaching  the  incubating  female 
during  very  windy  days  oy  walking 
against  the  breeze.  She  seems  to  per- 
miti^ery  close  inspection  at  this  time 
proUkbly  due  to  the  fact,  that  her  hear- 
ing is  not  so  acute  when  the  grass  is 
disturbed  so  that  it  appears  to  be  mov- 
ing over  the   surface   of  the   earth   in 


great  waves,  caused  by  the  action  of 
our  prevailing"  lake  winds. 

Regardless  of  the  fact  that  these 
nests  are  a  p.uzzle  to  the  naturalist, 
our  wily  Cow-bird  often  uses  the  Bob- 
olink's home  as  a  depository  for  her 
eggs.  I  have  found  one  nest  contain- 
ing nine  eggs,  five  belonging  to  the 
owner  of  the  nest  and  the  other  four 
laid  by  a  Cow-bird. 

^Vhen  the  offspring  have  hatched, 
but  still  occupy  the  nest,  the  parents 
are  not  so  illusive  but  show  greater 
anxiety  without  attempting  to  entice 
the  searcher  from  their  young.  I 
would  safely  assert  that  it  would  be 
easier  to  detect  three  nests  full  of 
young  after  June  13th,  than  to  un- 
cover a  set  of  fresh  eggs  about  the 
first  cf  the  same  month. 

Last  Decoration  day  my  companion 
found  one  nest  containing  the  unusual 
number  of  seven  eggs. 

GERARD  ALAN  ABBOTT, 
Chicago,   Illinois. 


Another   View    of   the    Bobolink. 


The  excellent  papers  regarding  the 
habits  of  the  Bobolink,  in  recent  is- 
sues of  the  Oologist,  have  aroused  my 
interest  to  the  point  where  I  am  fain 
to  record  my  own  observations.  Most 
writers  agree  that  the  female  is  re- 
markably secretive  near  its  nest  and 
extremely  cautious  in  any  movements 
which  would  tend  to  betray  the  fate- 
ful secret.  Many  observers,  moreover, 
assign  to  the  male  a  sbare  of  this  cau- 
tion, and  make  him  a  very  suitable 
partner  to  his  wary  spouse.  Now, 
while  the  writer  is  free  to  say  that 
his  personal  observations  of  the  nest- 
ing habits  of  the  Bobolink  have  not 
been  exhaustive,  his  experience  has 
been  somewhat  at  variance  with  the 
generally  accepted  accounts.  Another 
view  of  the  Bobolink,  therefore,  may 
not  be  amiss  in  affording  a  well-roundf 
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NEST  AND  EGGS  OF  SORA. 

(Photo  by  Reinecke.) 

This  was  to  have  appeared  with  article  in  last  issue,  but  the  article  was  used 

in  advance  by  a  mistake. 


ed  history  of  our  voluble  friend  of  the 
meadow-marsh. 

Is  the  nest  really  quite  difficult  to 
find?  One  phase  of  the  difficulty  lies 
in  the  fact  that  the  Bobolink  nests 
in  the  grass.  In  its  avoidance  of  any 
action  likely  to  betray  the  site,  the 
Bobolink  is  not  more  secretive  than 
the  Horned  Lark  in  its  so-called  va- 
rieties. The  latter  will  step  from  its 
nest  when  an  observer  approaches, 
sometimes  when  the  disturber  is  thirty 
or  forty  feet  away,  sometimes  allow- 
ing the  observer  to  approach  quite 
close  before  leaving  the  nest.  If  the 
Horned  Lark,  therefore,  nested  in 
grass  such  as  the  Bobolink  frequents, 
it  would  be  next  to  an  impossibility  to 


find  the  nest  from  the  movements  of 
the  bird.  The  Bobolink  is  not  more 
secretive  and  cautious  than  some  oth- 
er birds,  but  the  surroundings  of  its 
nest  tends  to  ba  e  the  collector  and 
make  the  quest  more  than  ordinarily 
bootless. 

In  consideration  of  the  bird  itself- 
and  its  own  actions,  apart  from  the 
baffling  surroundings,  the  Bobolink  is 
far  less  wary  and  cautious  around  its 
nest  than  the  Horned  Lark  and  per- 
naps  other  ground-nesting  l)irds.  I 
have  watched  a  Horned  Lark  spend 
thirty  minutes  in  getting  into  its  nest, 
and  meanwhile  running  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  at  the  least  in  its  maneuver- 
ing  to   mislead    the   possible   observer 
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of  its  actions.  Judging  only  from  the 
actions  of  the  birds,  the  nest  of  a 
given  pair  of  Bobolinlis  is  not  so  difll- 
cult  for  me  to  determine  as  one  of 
Killdeers,  the  latter  being  more  de- 
ceptive in  misleading  the  observer, 
and  the  former  toeing  more  apt  to  be- 
tray the  neighborhood  by  their  ordi- 
nary movements.  The  foregoing  con- 
trast relates  to  actual  observations  of 
the  movements  of  the  birds,  and  not 
to  divers  epedients  and  strategems 
for  finding  the  nests.  If  we  are  go- 
ing to  be  true  oologists,  aiming  to 
place  the  science  of  oology  above  the 
plane  of  criticism  it  now  occupies  in 
the  minds  of  certain  individuals,  let 
us  find  our  eggs  by  closely  studying 
the  habits  of  the  birds  that  the  find- 
ing of  the  nests  follows  as  an  inci- 
dental rather  than  as  the  main  issue. 
I  for  one  am  not  going  to  hunt  for 
eggs  of  the  Bobolink  with  a  lantern. 

Does  the  female  Bobolink  always 
alight  on  the  ground  or  take  wing  at 
some  distance  from  the  nest?  As 
has  been  shown,  the  female  Bobolink 
is  not  more  cautious  in  such  actions 
than  some  other  birds.  The  writer 
is  not  aware  that  the  female  ever 
alights  directly  at  the  nest,  but  he 
has  frequently  observed  one  alight 
very  near  the  nest,  and  from  such 
movements  has  been  able  to  deter- 
mine very  closely  the  immediate 
neighborhood  of  the  site.  Once  I  saw 
a  female  Boibolink  go  to  a  certain  spot 
in  a  meadow,  though  meanwhile  I  had 
watched  her  movements  intermittent- 
ly for  several  days  and  up- 
on following  her  I  flushed  her  from 
the  grass  within  three  feet  of  where 
I  stood,  exposing  her  cozy  nest  with 
five  eggs.  It  is  not  uncommon  to 
startle  a  sitting  Bobolink  within  six 
feet  of  her  nest,  even  in  the  early 
days  of  the  period  of  incubation.  When 
the  bird  is  thus  flushed,  she  flutters 
away  over  the  grass  with  quivering 
wings    and    expanded    tail,    manifest- 


ing the  usual  signs  of  bird  distress 
at  the  sudden  disturbance  of  the 
household. 

If  our  field  operations  is  a  large  un- 
broken meadow,  lacking  tree  or  shrub 
or  bush  or  fence  post,  an  area  to 
which  we  have  given  no  previous  ob- 
servation to  the  movements  of  the 
merry  tenants,  it  would  be  a  difficult 
matter  to  walk  into  it  and  find  nests 
of  the  Bobolink  off-hand.  So  would 
it  be  diflicult  to  find  nests  of  any- 
thing in  it,  off-hand,  except  as  one 
chanced  to  fiush  a  Meadow  Lark  or 
whatnot.  It  is  such  work  that  removes 
Oology  from  the  pale  of  the  sciences. 
Suppose  it  is  a  field,  however,  where 
Bobolink  music  flows  in  all  its  volubil- 
ity, where  we  loaf  frequently  to  watch 
the  movements  of  the  merry-hearted 
songsters  as  they  pass  the  season  of 
nuptial  bliss,  where  an  occasional  tree 
or  bush  or  salient  weed-stem  affords 
a  favorite  elevation  for  the  jingling 
performances  of  the  males.  Under 
such  circumstances  we  ought  to  find 
several  nests  hidden  in  the  grassy  co- 
verts. 

What  signs  shall  guide  us  in  our 
determination  of  nesting  sites?  First, 
I  should  say,  the  apparent  favored  el- 
evation from  which  the  male  utters 
his  merry  jingles.  Now,  we  under- 
stand that  the  male  will  sing  all  over 
the  neighborhood,  from  all  sites  avail- 
able, in  the  air  as  well  as  on  the 
ground;  but  there  will  be  one  partic- 
ular site  from  which  he  sings  more 
frequently  than  elsewhere.  The  nest 
will  be  somewhere  within  a  small  ra- 
dius of  that  favored  station. 

■\i\^eiiever  the  female  leaves  the 
nest  and  appears  a-wing,  it  is  in  order 
for  the  male  to  pursue  her  with  his 
music,  for  his  gallantry  is  proverbial; 
when  she  returns  to  the  nest,  he  is 
likely  to  continue  his  amorous  pursuit. 
On  such  occasions,  as  she  drops  into 
the  grass  to  escape  his  fervent  plead- 
ings, he  will  more  frequently  than  oth- 
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erwise  alight  on  his  favorite  perch 
and  give  vent  to  his  bubbling  emo- 
tions. 

The  favorite  site  of  the  male's  per- 
formances having     been     determined, 
the   female  then   does  her  part  in  re- 
vealing   the    general    location    of    the 
nest.     She  is  notoriously  capricious  in 
her  movements,  and  is  likely  to  drop 
into   the    grass   anywhere    at   any    im- 
pulse vi^hen  closely  pursued.     There  is 
one  restricted  area,  however,  in  which 
she    is    interested    more    than    in    all 
else  besides.     She   will   alight  in  that 
one  locality  more   than   in   any  other. 
The    observer    may      be      occasionally 
misled   by    annoying    irregularities    in 
the    vagaries    of    the      modest      bird; 
there  is,  however,  one  particular  part 
of  the  meadow  toward  which  she  will 
tend    in   the    outcome    of   these   capri- 
cious   moments,    and    the    observer's 
part    is    to    determine    the    little    area 
which   she   seems   to  visit  most  often 
within  the  larger  area  guarded  by  the 
watchful   actions   of  the   male.     After 
several  days  of  watching,  the  observer 
should  be  able  to  guess  quite  closely 
regarding    the      whereabouts      of     the 
nests  of  the  pairs  under  observation. 
Once  I   was   spending  an   afternoon 
in    a    little    meadow    where    Bobolink 
music    was    making    the    air    vibrant 
with  melody.     I  was  standing  near  the 
edge  of  the  meadow,  and  a  male  was 
singing  frantically  on  a  fence  post,  the 
nearest    one,    about    twenty-one    feet 
from  me.     Wishing  to  test  the  matter, 
I  fired  a  little  collecting  gun  I  carried. 
Instantly   from   the   grass    tuft    within 
three    feet    of    me,    directly    in    front, 
out  fluttered   a   female  that  had   been 
sitting    on    her    nest,    very    near    the 
place  I  had  seen  her  drop  as  she  was 
amorously  pursued  by  the  male  a  few 
minute    before.      Now   it   was   evident 
to  me  that  he  was  not  singing  to  mis- 
lead me,  but  to  charm  the  ear  of  his 
fair   one   in   her   nest;    and   I   respect- 
fully  submit    that    the    most    of   Bobo- 


link singing  is  for  that  imrpose. 
Furthermore,  in  my  experience,  he  * 
sings  most  energetically  though  more 
nervously  around  the  site  when  the 
nest  is  in  danger  of  molestation.  He 
moves  his  station  frequently,  but  is 
apt  to  make  more  frequent  use  of  the 
favored  platform  for  his  nervous  jin- 
gles. 

On  another  occasion  I  decided  defi- 
nitely about  the  location  of  the  nest 
of  a  pair  of  Bobolinks.  The  male 
was  accustomed  to  prefer  a  small  * 
thorn-bush  in  the  middle  of  a  small 
meadow-marsh,  and  I  had  seen  the  fe- 
male alight  frequently  in  a  little  area 
about  forty  feet  from  the  bush,  in  the 
the  level  grass  of  the  meadow.  On 
one  occasion,  while  the  male  was 
singing  eloquently  on  the  bush,  I 
walked  directly  toward  him  and  past 
the  site  I  had  determined;  as  I  ex- 
pected the  female  rose  from  the  grass 
near  the  place.  Search  as  closely  as 
I  might,  however,  no  nest  could  be 
found.  I  went  away  from  the  place, 
and  very  soon  the  female  stole  through 
the  grass  again  in  the  same  locality. 
This  time  I  ran  as  quickly  as  possible 
to  the  place,  and  flushed  the  female 
rather  hastily,  but  again  was  unsuc- 
cessful in  the  search.  Again  I  went  to 
a  safe  distance,  and  again  had  the  sat- 
isfaction of  seeing  the  female  wend- 
ing her  way  quietly  but  surely  to  the 
place.  To  test  my  determination  of 
the  site,  I  flung  a  stout  stick  into  the 
immediate  area,  and  out  came  the 
female;  once  more  I  made  a  bootless 
quest   for  the  nest. 

For  the  last  time  I  allowed  the  fe- 
male ample  time  to  recover  herself 
and  settle  on  the  nest;  then  I  cau- 
tiously approached  the  place.  When 
I  thought  myself  as  near  as  I  could 
get  without  starting  from  the  nest,  I 
l)itched  forward  my  collecting  box, 
and  out  she  came  with  a  confusion  of 
wings  and  tail.  Then  1  understood 
the    cause    of   mv    former    sorties.      It 
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was  a  peculiar  site,  in  a  tuft  of  grass 
over  which  a  flat  disc  of  dried  cow 
manure  had  "been  blown  or  otherwise 
lodged,  making  a  flat  and  complete 
covering  for  the  nest  and  thus  hiding 
it  from  view.  In  fact,  only  when  the 
bird  fluttered  from  the  covering,  as 
I  saw  her,  did  I  think  of  such  a  place 
for  the  nest.  In  this  instance,  after 
all  my  disturbance  of  her,  the  female 
sat  until  I  was  within  six  feet  of  her 
nest. 

The  Bobolink  in  Montana  seems  to 
be  more  prolific  than  the  bird  in  the 
east.  Our  rare  mountain  air  may  be 
more  conductive  to  a  larger  average 
in  the  nest  complement.  Sets  of  sev- 
en are  as  common  in  my  observation 
as  sets  of  five.  I  should  be  ashamed 
of  a  Montana  Bolbolink  that  could 
produce  only  four  eggs;  I  wouldn't 
take  them.  Sets  of  five,  six,  and  sev- 
en are  the  regular  thing,  if  the  Cow- 
bird  doesn't  impose  any  others.  Five 
of  the  owner  and  two  of  the  parasite 
are  common. 

P.  M.  SIDLOWAY, 
Lewistown,   Mont. 


Editorial    Comments. 


Mr.  Silloway's  observations  are  very 
welcome  at  this  juncture,  but  they  are 
widely  at  variance  with  my  observa- 
tions during  23  years  of  more  or  less 
association  with  their  haunts  since  I 
became  Ornithologically  interested  in 
18S4. 

I  have  tried  his  plan  of  watching 
the  female  alight  repeatedly,  and  have 
just  one  success  to  chronicle  and  in 
that  case  she  had  hatched  two  young 
which  made  her  more  solicitous  and 
was  conducive  to  close  sitting.  Have 
seen  my  friends  fail  time  and  time 
again.  I  heartily  agree  that  the  male 
sings  for  the  one  purpose  of  making 
linown  his  presence  to  the  sitting  fe- 
male, being  in  this  respect  no  dif- 
ferent   from    several    other    birds    who 


differ  only  in  the  effusiveness  of  their 
entertainment.  Take  the  Baltimore 
Oriole  and  all  the  Vireos  as  familiar 
examples. 

The  Kild'eer,  Bartramian  Sandp-iper, 
Wilson's  Phalarope  and  Ruffed  Grouse 
are  examples  of  birds  who  make  a 
demonstration  that  is  clearly  an  ef- 
fort to  draw  the  observer  away  from 
the  sitting  female.  While  the  female 
American  Woodcock  will  always  try 
to  decoy  you  from  her  eggs,  I  have 
never  seen  the  male  at  all  under  such 
circumstances. 

I  still  thinli,  however,  that  by  some 
variation  in  the  quantity  or  quality  of 
his  melody  the  male  Bobolink  ac- 
quaints the  female  of  the  proximity 
of  unusual  trespassers  on  their  do- 
main, and  that  she  leaves  the  nest 
more  promiptly  and  carefully  under 
such  circumstances. 

Truly  the  bird  lover  has  much  to 
learn  yet. — ED. 
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Also  Brown  Leghorn  Cockerels  and  registered 
Shropshire  ram  lambs.  Will  exchange  for 
A.  No.  1  sets,  choice  Indian  relics,  bird  books 
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OFFER  first  class  bright  showy  exotic 
butterflies  either  spread  or  papered  for  first 
class  skins,  rare  eggs  in  sets  or  splendid 
mineral  crystals.  Data  essential.  Will  pur- 
chase perfect  butterflies  from  the  West. 
LEVI  W.  MENGEL,  Boys'  High  School, 
Reading,  Pa. 
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WANTED.— Fresh  skins  Wood  Duck,  (iam- 
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Bear  heads.  Exchange  skins,  mounts  or 
cash.  STRONG,  The  Taxidermist,  Camden, 
N.J. 

FINE  SETS  with  full  data,  and  bird  skins, 
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P.  AGEE,  Hope,  Ark.,  Sept.  8.  t. 
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of  "Oologist"  for  June  1888,  Vol.  VI.  No.4, 
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ada. Satisfaction  guaranteed.  Sent  post- 
paid with  directions  for  $1.00.  DOCTOR  M. 
T.  CLECKLEY,  457  Greene  Street,  Augusta. 
Ga.  Jan.  t.  f. 
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FOR  SAEE  IX  FLESH.-Mer^angers  and 
Golden-eyes.  ALVAH  (i.  DORR.IDealer  in 
Raw  P'urs,  Bucksport.  Maine. 
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Auk  for  189S.  l,S9fl  and  1900  in  fine  condition. 
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Maine. 
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ticulars. H.  L.  HASTIXGS.  Westfield,  Xew 
Jersey, 

FOR  EXCHAXGE.-Eggs  in  sets.  Vol.  1  to 
16  The  Oologist,  Vol.  1  Am.  Ornithology.  Vol. 
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GEO,  W,  DEAX,  Kinsman,  Ohio, 
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H.  GULP.  Box  im  Pacific  Grove,  California. 
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prepaid,  or  60  cents  cash,  I  will  send  4  lbs. 
following  magazines,  good  condition:  Satur- 
day Evening  Post,  Pierson's,  Red  Book. 
Smart  Set,  Lippincott's,  Army  and  Xavy 
(boys),  Ainslee's  and  others,  W.  M.  STROXG, 
Taxidermist.  Camden.  X.  .7. 

Oologist    Tools,    Bird    Books, 
Magazines,  Birds'  Eggs. 

SEXT  PREPAID, 

Run  over  my  "ads"  .January  and  February 
Oologist.  Some  rare  bargains  there.  What- 
ever your  wants  in  my  line  let  me  quote  you, 
and  save  money.    Lists  for  the  asking. 

Crx-THE-LiNiNG  E(;g  Drill.  I  especially 
urge  you  to  try  them.  They  are  used  by 
hundreds  of  the  best  and  most  particular 
collectors  in  the  world.  You  will  find  them 
a  delight  for  fine  work,  i  selected  sizes 
$1.00.  Sample  25c,  If  not  the  best  you  ever 
had  return  and  get  your  money. 

Climbers,  You  want  them  now,  $2,.50with 
straps,  $1,90  without,  and  made  as  they  should 
be  for  tree  climbing. 

The  Warbler  Book.  You  certainly  will 
want  it.  $2.90  postpaid. 

Birds'  J^ggs.  I  want  to  close  out  a  fine  lot 
sets,  hence  the  low  i)rices: 

Black-throated  Blue  Warbler,  i>4 $;j  00 

Olive-sided  Flycatcher.  1-2  $1.00.  n-2 1  25 

Artie  Towhee.  1-4 95 

Black-chinned  Hammer,  n-2 65 

Annas  Hammer,  n-2 65 

Valley  Partridge.  1-17 1  70 

Black  Petrel,  1-1 2  00 

American  Golden  Eye.  1-9 2  00 

Scarlet  Ibis.  1-2 1  25 

Velvet  Scoter,  1-6 1  80 

Barrow's  Golden  Eye,  1-8  with  down 2  00 

Tufted  Puffin.  1-1 25 

Barred  Owl,  1-2 90 

I  have  several  hundred  sets  of  various 
species,  common  and  rare.  Send  for  list  as 
all  will  be  sold  quickly  as  possible. 

BENJAMIN  HOAG, 
Stephentown,  New  York. 


WAXTED-Brown,  White  or  Buff  Leghorn 
Black  Minorca  or  Hamburg  Fowls,  Can  use 
two  cocks  and  fiftyhens.  pure  bred  or  good 
grades.  Will  give  in  exchange  anything  in 
stfjck,  minerals,  shells,  corals,  birds'  eggs, 
showy  butterflies.  Indian  relics,  curios, 
stamps,  and  a  few  mounted  birds  and  skins. 
ERXEST  H.  SHORT.  Box  173  Rochester.  X. 
Y, 

ALARM  WATCH. 

.lust  what  every  ornithologist,  camper  or 
early  riser  needs.  Swiss  movement,  gun 
metal  case,  stem  wind  and  set,  .good  time 
keeper.  Price  $7,00,  Stop  watch  same  quality 
$14,00,    Sent  postpaid  on  receipt  of  price, 

SEABOARD  SUPPLY  CO, 
17  \\'illiani  Street,  Xew  York, 


For  Sale. 


The  following  sets    with    datas    at  price 
named  per  set.    A.  O.  V.  X^os. 

1-1  Large  billed  Puffin $    55 

1-1  Horned  Puffin 80 

1-1  Cassin's  Auklet 35 

1-3  Parasitic  Jaeger 55 

1-2  Iceland  Gull 1  20 

1-3  ( ireat  Black-backed  Gull 60 

1-3  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  • ■ 50 

1-5  (ireat  Crested  (irebe 1  00 

1-2  Red-necked  Grebe 30 

1-4  Little  Grebe 60 

1-3  White-winged  Black  Tern 55 

1-2  Booby 1  00 

1-4  Mexican  Cormorant 1  00 

1-2  Egyptian  Goose 1  60 

1-6  European  Swan,  England 2  70 

1-3  Whistling  Swan,  Iceland 4  65 

1-6  American  Scaup  Duck 1  20 

1-9  Barrow's  Golden  Eye 1  35 

1-4  Chacalaca 85 

1-4  Harris  Hawk 75 

l-M  Red-shouldered  Hawk 75 

1-9  Barbary  Partridge 2  25 

1-3  ( ireat-horned  (Jwl 1  35 

1-5  Lesser  Kestril  Hawk 1  00 

n-2  Black-chinned  Hummingbird 65 

1-0  Xorthwest  Craw 90 

1-3  Desert  Song  Sparrow 75 

l-4(;rass  Finch 20 

1-5  Blaik-throated  Bunting 20 

Short-billed  Marsh  Wren 2  00 

1-5,  1-4  Wren  Tit 1  00 
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75c;  1-3,  160.  35c:  Ml.  129,  $3,&5: 1-9. 147.  $2,70:  1-3, 
280,  30c:  1-1,313,  20c:  1-2,  319,  20c;  1-2.  320a.  35c: 
1-5.  365,  50c:  l-l'.ifiii.Cdc:  1-3.  373a,  60c:  1-4,  373b; 
60c;  1-4,  .377,  $1.40;  l-(i,  410,  $1,50;  1-6,  413,  45c;  1-4. 
423,  20c:  1-7,  444,  25c:  1-6,  447,  30c:  1-5,  4.53,  40c;'  1-5, 
4.-.(i.  20c:  1-5.  4.57.  35c:  1-5,  4.58,  25c:  1-3.  462. 25c;  n-5. 
4.>s,  50c:  1-3.  46S,  90c:  1-5.  499,  20c:  1-4,  500.  20c.  1-5. 
.501.  25c:  1-5,  501b.  30c:  1-3,  505a,  35c:  1-5,  510,  20c; 
1-5,  511b,  20c;  1-5,  513,  30c:  1-5.  519.  I5c;  1-4.  530. 
20c:  1-5.  531.  4.5c:  1-4.  552,  15c;  1-5.  552a.  20c;  1-4. 
563,  15c:  1-3,  5Slc.  15c;  1-4,  584.  .30c;  1-4. 5s7. 15c;  1-4, 
593,  1,5c:  1-4,  .->94a.60c;  1-2,595.  15c:  2-.S.  596, 20c:  1-3. 
.59,s,  ]5c:  1-4,  <i01.  25c;  1-2,  610.  20c;  1-6.  613.  25c;  1-5. 
616,  20c:  1-4.  617.  45c;  1-5.  622.  25c:  1-6.  622b.  30c; 
1-4.  624,  2.5c;  1-2,  633,  20c;  1-4,  652,  15c;  1-4,  683,  20c; 
1-3,  687,  15c:  1-4,  706,  30c;  1-4,  707,  30c;  1-2.  710,  15c; 
1-4.  725.20c;  1-4,  725a.  20c:  1,7,  735,  .35c:  1-7,  74.3a, 
.35c:  1-.5,  751.60(;  1-3,  753,  75c;  1-4,  759b.  70c:  1-4, 
761a,  15c.    Orders  of  $2.00  or  over  postpaid. 

M.  L.  WICKS,  Jr., 

128  Hellman  Block, 
Los  Angeles,  Gal.  ' 
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Prices   for   Back   Numbers   of  the 

YOUNG    OOLOJIST   AND    THE    OOLOGIST 

will,  during  1906,  remain  as  below: 

After  whicli  the  prices  of  many  num- 
bers will  be  advanced  and  possibly  not 
obtainable  at  any  price.  Should  you 
desire  back  numbers  to  complete  your 
file,  NOW  is  the  time  to  purchase.  You 
can  never  obtain  them  for  less  money 
and  possibly  not  at  any  price,  as  our 
stock  ranges  from  only  1  to  25  copies 
of  an  issue. 

Prices  for  1906  Are  as  Follows: 

Complete  file,  $12.00. 

No.    32    is   75   cents. 

Nos.  1,  14.  18,  21,  23-24,  31.  34-35,  42, 
53,  S6,  89,  111,  130,  132,  137,  139,  140, 
153,   158,   are   50  cents  each. 

Nos.  9,  66-67,  76,  77,  78,  79,  88,  90,  100, 
113,  138,   146,  are  25  cents  each. 

Nos.  11,  13,  14,  15,  16,  54,  55,  56,  75, 
87,  123,  127,  128,  129,  144,  149,  are  15 
cents  each. 

Nos.  19,  20,  22.  27,  28,  38,  39,  40,  45, 
50,  60.  61,  63,  64,  65,  70,  74,  80,  93,  114, 
115,  126,  133,  135,  are  10  cents  each. 

ilF"All    other    numbers    5c.    per    copy. 

For  $10  will  send  prepaid  a  copy  of 
every  issue  ever  published.  No.  1  to 
225.  This  offer  includes  your  subscrip- 
tion  through    1906. 

My  prices  for  back  numbers  of  the 
YOUNG  OOLOGIST  and  OOLOGIST  in 
volumes,  are  as  follows: 

Vol.   I,  1884-5,  Nos.   1   to   12 $  .90 

Vol.   II,   1885.  Nos.   13   to   14 50 

Vol.    Ill,    1886,    Nos.    15    to    20 90 

Vol.   IV,    1887,   Nos.    21    to   25-26 1.00 

Vol.    V,    1888,    Nos.    27    to    38 .  .    1.50 

Vol.  VI,  1889,  Nos.   39  to  50 75 

Vol.  VII,  1890,  Nos.  51  to  62 75 

Vol.  VIII.  1891,  Nos.   63  to  74 '.  .      .75 

Vol.  IX,  1892,  Nos.  75  to  86 90 

Vol.    X,    1893,    Nos.    87    to    98 1.00 

Vol.   XI,   1894,   Nos.   99   to   110 50 

Vol.   XII,   1895,   Nos.    Ill   to   122 1.00 

Vol.  XIII,  1896,  Nos.   123  to   127 50 

Vol  XIV,   1897,   Nos.    128   to   139 1.50 

Vol.   XV,    1898,   Nos.    140   to    149 60 

Vol.  XVI,   1899,  Nos.   150  to   161 75 

Vol.  XVII,  1900,  Nos.  162  to  171.  .  .  .■     .50 
Vol.  XVIII,   1901,   Nos.    172   to   183..      .50 

Vol.  XIX,   1902,  Nos.   184  to  195 50 

Vol.  XX,  1903,  Nos.   196  to  197 10 

Vol.   XXI,    1904,   No.    198    to    209 50 

Vol.  XXII,  1905,  Nos.  210  to  221 50 

For  $5  I  will  send  prepaid  a  copy  of 
every  issue  published,  Nos.  1  to  209, 
inclusive,  except  the  twenty-nine,  (29), 
25c    and    50c    copies. 

For  $2.00  I  will  send  prepaid  every 
copy  published,  Nos.  1  to  209,  inclusive, 
except  the  sixty  copies  priced  above  at 
10c   or   over. 

—  BOUND  VOLUMES  — 

Can  be   furnished,   strongly  bound  In  cloth  and 
hoards,    as    follows: 
Vol.  I  and  II    YOUNG  OOLOGIST  bound  in 

one   yohime, fl.OO 

Vol.  IX.  The  OOLOGIST  for  "92,  298  pages 
of  valuable  and  Instructive  Oulogical 
and  Ornithological  matter  with  many 
full    page    illustrations $1.00 

Or,  if  you  order  the  two  volumes  at  one  time, 
we  will  send  them  by  return  mail  for  only 
fl.75.  Every  student  of  birds,  their  nests  and 
eggs,  should  have  these  two  volumes  in  their 
library.  The  valuable  information  they  contain, 
Is    worth    many    times    the    price. 

Address     plainly. 

EKNEST  H.   SHOKT, 

Manager   of   Oologist, 

CHILI,     N.    Y. 


BARGAINS 

IN 

DATA 

BLANKS 


In  printing  our  "Standard  Cata- 
logue" we  had  a  lot  of  Datas  printed 
on  what  would  otherwise  have  been 
waste  paper  and  have  decided  to  give 
our  patrons  the  benefit  of  our  gain. 

We  can  furnish  five  (5)  styles  and 
will  send  prepaid,  your  choice,  at 
12c.  per  100  of  $1  per  1000.  The  small- 
est size  or  No.  1,  at  10c.  per  100  or 
75c.  per  1000.  Special  rates,  any 
style,  on  5,000  or  10,000  lots. 


Send     1c.     stamp     for 
sheet  of  sample  styles 

Quotations  Good  for  this  lot  and  Un- 
til  Present  Stock  is  Exhausted  Only 

Address  as  you  prefer  either 

ERNEST  H.  SHORT,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 
or  FRANK  H.  LATIN,  Albion,  N.  Y. 
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I           CombinaLtion  Offer.  I 

►  We  Offer  Oologist  one  year  4 
^             and  Reed's  "North  American  Birds  Eggs,"  ^ 

^                    New  illustrated  Key,  $2.50  postpaid,  all  prepaid   $2.60  < 

^  Oologist  one  year  ^ 

^             and  Chapman's  "Color  Key,"  ^ 

►  New  Color  Key  to  North   American   Birds,   $2.50   postpaid,  ^ 

►  all  prepaid $2.60  < 

p.  Oologist  one  year  ^ 

^             and  "Frederick  Young"  < 

►  The  Natural  History  Novel,  prepaid $  .90  ^ 

^  Oologist /o//r  years,  Jan.  1905  to  Dec.  1908,  < 

►  and  "North  American  Birds  Eggs"  or  "Color  Key,".  •  .$3,25  ^ 
^  Oologist /oMf  years,  as  above,  '  ^ 
^             and  a  copy  of  our  new  "Standard  Catalogue"    of   North  ^ 

►  American  Birds  Eggs $1.00  m 

p.  Oologist /bz/r  years  and  "Frederick  Young," $1.40  ^ 

>.  The  Oologist  4  years,  and  "Land  Birds,"  Baird,  Brewer  &  Ridg.;  ^ 

^             New  Edition,  Colored  Plates,  price  ;^  10.00,  for  $8.60.  ^ 

►  Address  < 

►  ERNEST  H.  SHORT,  ^ 

►  Manager  Oologist  Chili,  N,Y.  «^ 
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Know  the  Wild  Flowers? 


Your  rambles  in  field  and  wood 
will  increase  in  interest  in  propor- 
tion as  you  know  plants  as  well  as 
birds. 


The  American  Botanist 

is  issued  for  the  plant  lover.  It 
contains  no  technical  articles  and  is 
just  the  magazine  you  need.  Get 
a  copy  and  see  for  yourself. 

ADDRESS 

WILLARD  N.  CLUTE  &  CO., 
309  Whitley  Ave., 

Joliet,  III. 


MAMMALS. 

First  class  scientific  skins,  with  full  data 
and  skulls  separate,  for  cash.  Five  species 
So.  Cal.  chipmunks,  $3.00:  three  of  gophers, 
1^1. 30:  two  of  kangaroo  rats,  $1.50:  seven  of 
whittf  footed  mice,  $y.OO:  three  of  wood  rats, 
$2.25.  A  collection  of  22  So.  Cal.  species  $17.00. 
Also  many  rarities.  All  authoritatU'ely 
named  and  postpaid.  m.  2.  t. 

A.  J.  GRINNELL, 
576  N.  Marengo  Ave.,  Pasadena.   Calif 

TAXIDERMIST  AND  SPORTSMEN. 

Attention.  Something  new;  Shields  made 
of  "Redwood  Burhl."  These  shields  are  a 
novelty  and  are  very  fine,  having  a  highly 
jmlished  surface  and  a  trial  will  convince 
everyone  who  mounts  heads  and  horns  that 
they  are  unexcelled.  I  can  supply  in  any 
shape  or  size  desired.  Sample  of  wood  with 
d('Scrir)tion  and  prices  for  a  stamp.    Address 

C.  IRVIN  CLAY, 
Box  353.  Eureka,  Cal. 


For  Sale. 


Egg  of  the  California  Condor  with  data. 
Collected  last  April  and  guaranteed  first 
class. 


Rochester, 


ERNEST  H.  SHORT, 


N.  Y. 
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The  above   rates   include   payment  of  postage. 

Each  subscriber  is  given  a  card  good  for  a 
Want,  Exchange  or  For  Sale  Notice.  (This  card 
Is  redeemable  at  any  time  within  one  year  from 
date  thereon.) 
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there  Is  no  deviation  and  no  commission  to 
agents.  If  you  wish  to  use  5  lines  or  less  space 
It  will  cost  you  25  cents;  100  lines,  $5.00;  1000 
lines,  $50.  "Trade"  (other  than  cash)  adver- 
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ders and  Drafts  payable  and  address  all  sub- 
scriptions   and    communications    to 

ERNEST    H.    SHORT,     Editor    and    Manager, 
Chili,    Monroe    Co..    N.    Y. 


Taxidermy   for    Bird    Students. 


By   JAY   G.   SIGMUXD. 

To  beginners  in  the  study  of  nat- 
ural history  this  question  usually  pre- 
sents itself,  '"How  am  I  going  to 
make  a  close  study  of  birds  and  ani- 
mals  without   killing   them?" 


We  are  all  familiar  with  the  many 
different  methods  of-  studying  nature 
without  "bloodshed,"  viz:  the  camera, 
field  glass,  bird  magazine,  etc.,  but 
we  cannot  as  active  students  be  satis- 
fied with  a  mere  photograph  or  ten 
minute  examination  of  a  bird  through 
a  field  glass,  and  it  is  here  that  the 
art  of  taxidermy  comes,  a  friend  in 
need. 

James  Russell  Lowell  says  in 
speaking  of  birds,  "I  bring  them  near 
to  me  with  a  field  glass,  a  much  bet- 
ter weapon  than  a  gun."  With  all  due 
respect  to  James  Russell's  feelings, 
I  want  to  say  that  he  made  a  better 
poet  than  a  naturalist. 

Ernest  Seton  Thompson  says,  "In 
order  to  learn  what  I  have  learned 
about  'birds,  I  had  to  do  killing  and 
lots  of  it." 

But  Mr.  Thompson  did  not  kill 
birds,  examine  them  and  then  throw 
them  away.  He  preserved  them  so 
that  he  could  always  keep  them  and 
refer  to  them  at  any  time. 

Personally,  I  do  not  advocate  whole- 
sale slaughter  of  any  birds  or  ani- 
mals, or  anything  of  the  sort.  But 
to  the  bird  student,  I  would  say,  learn 
as  much  about  taxidermy  as  you  pos- 
sibly can,  never  kill  a  bird  if  you  can 
find  out  what  j'ou  want  to  know  about 
it  without  doing  so,  and  never  kill  a 
bird  or  animal  without  preserving  it 
to  the  best  of  your  ability. 

You  will  find  no  trouble  in  getting 
hold  of  plenty  of  literature  on  this 
subject  and  I  would  earnestly  recom- 
mend that  every  bird-lover  do  so. 

The  more  bird  students  we  have, 
the  better  it  will  be  for  the  preserva- 
tion cf  our  birds  in  the  end.  A  man 
who  understands  and  loves  birds  is 
always  on  the  lookout  to  prevent  their 
destruction.  So  that  the  few  hirds 
that  are  killed  now  for  study  will  help 
to  preserve  many  bird  lives  in  the 
future. 

So,  as  I  said  before,  do  as  little 
killing  as  possible,  but  when  you  do 
kill,   preserve  your   specimens. 
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THE   QUAIL   TRAP. 


Bob  White  Wins  in  Struggle  for  Ex- 
istence— But  One  Wanton  Act. — 
Hardy  Ruffed  Grouse. — The  Gun- 
ner's Survival  of  the  Fittest. — 
Pinus  Canadensis  Enjoys  Its 
Southern  Trip. — Owl's  Well  at  the 
Owlery. 


The  Quail  Trap,  Norwich,  Conn., 
Jan.  .3,  1907. — We  cannot  go  away 
from  the  bungalow  without  a  last  lin- 
gering look  at  the  birds  w^  are  leav- 
ing to  the  tender  mercies  of  Mother 
Nature  for  three  months.  First  in  im- 
portance and'  first  in  our  hearts.  Bob 
White  still  bobs  up  serenely.  June  27 
a  cock  quail  called  for  lialf  a  day  from 
the  walls  and  big  rocks  on  our  farm. 
Not  receiving  any  answering  call,  he 
took  a  position  twelvp  feet  from  the 
ground  in  an  apple  tree  and  poured 
forth  a  quick  succession  of  clear,  ring- 
ing calls.  Failing  to  get  any  reply  to 
this  supreme  effort,  he  finally  came 
down  from  his  unusual  perch,  and 
flew  over  toward  West  Woodstock, 
where  three  late  covies  of  chicks  were 
afterward  reported. 

A  young  neighbor  shot  four  quail 
on  Bay  Election  day  from  a  covey 
from  the  west  which  suddenly  ap- 
peared on  his  grounds.  This  thought- 
less act  was  condemned  by  all  the  old 
wing-shots  of  Woodstock,  not  one  of 
them  shooting  at  a  quail  during  the 
open  season.  Eight  of  the  depleted 
covey,  frightened  and  separated,  came 
over  on  our  land  and  were  protected 
till  the  close  season.  On  the  after- 
noo.n  they  were  driven  over  here,  it 
was  pitiful  to  hear  the  plaintive  recall 
of  the  alarmed  young  birds.  It  was 
probably  the  first  time  that  this  covey 
had  'been  fired  at,  and  as  many  as  six 
at  one  time  were  repeating  their  soft 
assembling* note  from  our  safe  covers. 
On  the  day  the  close  law  went  into 
effect,  a  tremenduous  company  of 
fifty  quail  appeared  in  the  neighlDor- 
hoort.     We   concluded   that  they  must 


be  the  western  and  southern  birds  in- 
troduced by  Southbridge  sportsmen 
only  five  miles  away.  My  latest  1896 
data,  collected  from  trappers  in  many 
towns  in  New  London  and  Windham 
counties,  indicated  that  with  a  contin- 
uance of  the  present  favorable  weath- 
er, there  will  be  a  general  increase  of 
quail  in  1907  in  both  counties. 

Ruffed'  grouse  have  been  abundant 
this  year,  full  bags  being  the  rule.  Six 
of  the  best  gunners  have  each  killed 
their  legal  thirty-five  partridges,  and 
they  report  wary  birds  left  in  nearly 
all  the  covers.  There  are.  three  left  in 
our  own  woods,  besides  old  Red  Ruff, 
who  has  again  fooled'  the  scatter-gun 
people  from  Southbridge  and'  the  vil- 
lage. The  day  before  the  law  "went 
on"  Mr.  Irvin  Paine  cautioned  two  men 
not  to  shoot  an  old  female  grouse 
which  he  wished  left  over  to  breed.  A 
moment  later  three  females  were 
flushed  at  one  point  and  not  a  gun 
was  raised.  In  early  December  Mr. 
Paine  flus'hed  twenty  partridges  in  a 
long  woodland  stroll.  In  November, 
Mr.  Foster  Child  started  a  goshawk 
from  a  brush  pile  where  it  had  been 
lunching  on  a  "chicken  pat." 

Pine  grosbeaks  have  been  abundant 
here  during  the  month  of  December 
and  are  common  now  in  the  four  par- 
ishes. They  are  in  the  orchards  pick- 
ing seeds  from  rotten  apples,  and  they 
come  into  the  dooryards  and  pick  up 
food  of  various  kinds.  They  are  not  at 
all  say  and  they  appear  in  companies 
averaging  about  a  dozen  each.  Though 
at  present  songless,  both  sexes  are 
lively  and  seem  greatly  to  enjoy  life 
in  their  winter  range.  Females  and 
young  of  the  year  predominate  in  ev- 
ery flock,  and  they  are  all  dull  color- 
ed^— a  few  of  the  young  birds  showing 
grayish-white  breasts.  If  they  remain 
through  February  we  are  hoping  the 
old  males  will  assume  the  nuptial 
plumage. 
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An  adult  male  pine  grosbeak  was 
caught  by  a  cat  December  14tb,  in.  the 
town  clerk's  yard  in  Village  Corners. 
A  female  came  into  the  ash  tree  at 
our  window  on  the  15th  and  for  two 
hours  we  watched  her  pranks.  The 
limibs  were  ice-covereJ,  and  the  bird 
would  playfully  slide  down  three  or 
four  feet,  and  then,  with  wings  up- 
raised would  flutter  hack,  and  coast 
down  hill  again.  She  would  strip  long 
wrappers  of  ice  from  the  twigs,  toy 
with  them,  and  toss  them  into  the 
air.  Now  and  then  she  would  eat  an 
ash-bud'  and  a  bit  of  ice,  and  then  go 
back  to  play.  I  don't  think  there  was 
a  limb  or  even  a  twig  on  our  ash-tree 
that  this  jolly  bird  did  not  explore.  A 
bunch  of  eight  grosbeaks  are  in  the 
ash-tree  as  I  write  those  lines,  one 
showing  the  light  colore  1  under  parts 
and  two  nicely  colored  males  in  tint 
much  like  the  average  purple  finch  in 
spring  dress. 

When  one  of  our  bubos  was  at  large, 
did  I  record'  the  fact  that  we  were 
first  notified  of  the  breakaway  by  all 
the  crows  in  the  English  neighbor- 
hood, charging  and  harassing  it  with 
the  well  known  hue  and  cry  "Caw, 
caw!  Another  owl  in  town.  Caw, 
caw!  Lynch  him.  Lynch  him!"  There 
was  more  to  this  race  war  cry  which 
I  could  mot  understand.  If  a  farmer 
had  not  retaken  the  worried  and  tired 
out  fugitive,  I  think  it  would  have 
been  driven  back  to  the  owlery  for 
sanctuary. 

The  reason  of  the  race  war  between 
the  blacks  and  the  larger  owls  I  could 
never  guess.  We  still  feed  our  owls 
on  raw  meat  once  a  day  only,  always 
after  dark,  and  they  thrive  on  this 
diet.  They  are  adult  birds  now;  as- 
suming fine  February  feathers,  and 
have  feet,  heavily  winter  furred.  The 
nuptial  hooting  will  begin  early  next 
month,  and  by  the  20th  we  hope  to  see 
them  mate  and  possible  breed  in  their 
cage.  C.  L.  R. 


Large  Robin  Sets. 


Before  me  is  a  letter  from  a  South- 
ern California  correspondent  asking 
for  several  species  of  eggs  from  East- 
ern Massachusetts,  among  them  he 
asks  for  a  "Robin's  set  containing  five 
or  more  eggs."  This  is  not  the  first 
reauest  for  large  sets  of  this  species 
that  has  come  to  me;  in  fact  my 
brother  and  I  average  about  six  of 
these  a  year,  coming  from  all  over  the 
country  and  especially  from  sections 
where  the  Robin  does  not  breed  or 
does  not  occur. 

These  large  Robin  sets  seem  to  be 
a  thing  much  sought  for  and  also  a 
freak  that  is  comparatively  common 
in  collections  that  I  have  seen  and 
heard  of  in  parts  of  the  country  where 
the  Robin  was  a  non-breeder.  These 
sets  have  been  bought  or  exchanged 
from  a  correspon 'ent,  and  in  most 
cases  they  have  not  paid  more  than 
a  fifth  to  one-half  more  for  the  set 
than  they  would  for  a  set  of  four 
eggs.  In  most  cases  the  owner  of 
such  sets,  seemed  rather  surprised 
when  I  became  unusually  interested 
and  asked  him  a  good  deal  about  the 
set,  as  to  who  collected  it,  &c.,  and 
would  then  want  to  know  all  about  the 
breeding  habits  as  I  found  them  in 
Eastern   Massachusetts. 

Now  most  of  these  sets  were  cases 
of  orders  being  filled  for  exchange, 
and  had  been  placed  some  time  dur- 
ing the  late  summer  or  winter  pre- 
vious to  the  breeding  season,  from 
people  who  lived  in  a  section  where 
the  Robin  did  not  breed.  It  was  not 
an  exchange  between  parties  who  had 
a  personal  acquaintance  with  each 
other.  They  were  like  most  exchan- 
ges, where  both  people  are  on  their 
honor  to  be  honest  in  all  details  of 
data,  &c.,  &c.  Now  it  is  unusual  to 
find  people  that  are  a  little  loose,,  but 
I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I  have  found 
that  they  exist. 


40 


THE  OOLOGIST. 


Now  as  to  my  personal  experience 
in  sets  of  five  or  better,  it  is  small  to 
say  the  least,  even  though  I  live  in  a 
section  where  the  robin  is  the  com- 
monest breeding  bird,  and  have  been 
collecting  eggs  and  notes  for  a  good 
many  years.  It  consists  of  finding  one 
nest  with  four  young  birds  and  a  runt 
egg;  my  brother  has  never  seen  over 
four  eggs.  This  may  seem  like  a  small 
showing,  but  such  it  is  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  we  have  looked  into  hun- 
dreds of  nests,  in  the  hopes  of  finding 
a  set  of  more  than  fdur  eggs. 

My  Oologist  friends  about  Massa- 
chusetts whom  I  know  intimately 
show  little  better  records.  One  gives 
me  his  records  of  one  with  five  eggs 
and  one  of  six;  another  friend  one  of 
five  and  speaks  of  a  bird  that~he  was 
told  always  nests  on  a  certain  house 
and  invariably  lays  over  four  eggs.  I 
don't  doubt  th.at  these  statements  of 
mine  may  be  an  unusual  case;  it  may 
be  that  it  is  a  peculiarity  of  the  robin 
of  Eastern  Massachusetts  to  be  very 
uniform  in  their  laying;  or  it  may  be 
merely  my  bad  luck.  Whichever  it 
is,  it  will  give  me  great  pleasure  to 
receive  correspondence  from  other 
Oologists  on  this  subject,  either 
through    the    -'Oologist"    or    to    me    at 

Milton,   Mass. 

L.  BROOKS. 

Probably  500  sets  of  Robin  have 
passed  through  my  hands  since  1889. 
I  have  only  one  record'  of  an  authentic 
set  of  over  4  eggs.  This  set  of  7  eggs 
was  taken  by  A.  E.  Kibbe,  at  May- 
ville,  X.  Y.,  May  31,  1890. 

Nest  was  in  an  apple  tree  and  Mr. 
Kibbe  did  not  note  anything  unusual. 

Incubation  nearly  fresh;  eggs  uni- 
form in  type  and  size  (slightly  under 
normal),  and  much  stained  as  though 
they  had  been  deserted  for  some  time. 
—ED. 


Here   and   There. 


The  September  Oologist  .reminds 
one  of  old  times — of  the  '90s,  the  hey- 
day of  the  egg  crank.  Times  have 
changed  somewhat.  Interest  in  our 
beloved'  hobby  has  waned  to  a  marked 
degree,  and  this  very  practical  world 
shoots  out  the  lip,  so  to  speak,  at  the 
few  who  still  find  pleasure  in  the 
rather  doubtful  pursuit  of  bird's  nest- 
ing. Some  blame  the  Audubon  laws, 
which  in  some  states  are  practically 
prohibitive.  There  is  no  such  trouble 
in  North  Carolina.  The  law  here  re- 
quires the  payment  of  one  dollar  and 
a  certificate  of  good  character,  signed 
by  two  witnesses,  and  there  you  go. 

There  are  no  restrictions  or  condi- 
tions other  than  conservative  collect- 
ing, and  that  for  scientific  purposes; 
abuse  of  privilege  maj^  cause  the  per- 
mit to  'be  annulled.  No  permits  are 
issued  to  boys  under  sixteen.  The 
permit  does  not  include  the  colonies 
on  the  coast.  Eggs  or  birds  cannot 
be  collected  there  under  any  circum- 
stances. In  consequence,  the  size  of 
the  colonies  has  more  than  doubled 
since  the  passage  of  the  law. 
****** 

If  you  have  not  read  the  excellent 
monograph  of  the  Long-billed  Marsh- 
wren  in  August  and  September  Oolo- 
gists, look  it  up  and  read  it.  You  will 
find  it  worth  the  while.  It  surpasses 
in  exhaustiveness  the  Rev.  Gilbert 
White's  studies  of  the  British  hirun- 
dines  in  his  "Natural  History  of  Sel- 
bourne,"  which  is  saying  a  good'  deal. 
By  the  way,  that  is  a  little  book  one 
can  read  with  much  pleasure  and 
some  profit.  It  is  full  of  quaint  say- 
ings and  quainter  notions,  such  as  the 
hibernation  of  Swallows  (Hirundinae) 
in  the  mud,  or  in  the  church  steeples 

and  towns. 

*     *     *     *     *     * 

Mr.  narrower,  referring  to  Mr. 
Smithwick's    article     on      the     Ruby- 
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throat,  speaks  of  finding  nests  in 
conifeous  trees.  I  have  never  found 
any  in  other  trees  than  Oaks,  Dog- 
woods and  Poplars,  Dogwoods  being 
preferred.  It  seems — with  a  great 
many  birds,  at  least —  a  matter  of  lo- 
cality. Take  the  Crow  (c.  Americana) 
for  instance.  Farther  north  Oak- 
woods  are  always  sought  as  a  breed- 
ing ground,  but  here  in  the  south, 
pines  are  almost  always  preferred,  no 
doubt  because  they  afford  better  con- 
cealment than  the  naked  dieciduous 
woods  do  in  March  and  April,  the 
breeding  time  for  the  Crow. 

fi:  ^  Hs  ^  ^  ^ 

May  7,  went  down  the  creek.  In  a 
willow  stub  in  the  creek  found  a  chick- 
adee's nest  containing  young.  Further 
down  found  another  chickadee's  nest 
in  a  stump  near  the  bank.  It  contain- 
ed six  fresh  eggs.  Nothing  unusual 
in  that,  but  a  blue-bird  had  its  nest  in 
the  same  stub,  the  entrance  hole  of 
which  was  not  more  than  three  inches 
from  that  of  the  chickadee.  Such 
harmonious  dwelling  is  not  quite  com- 
mon. 


^         :jt         ^         ^ 


More  than  one  bird-lover  regretted 
the  suspension  of  "American  Ornithol- 
ogy." Even  more  would  we  regret  the 
suspension  of  "Oologiet,"  but  we  are 
not  much  afraid.  The  Oologist  has 
been  with  us  too  long — so  long  that 
it  has  become  indispensable,  the  "nes- 
essary  magazine"  for  the  bird-man. 
JACOB   BOSTIAN. 

Statesville,  N.  C. 


Allegheny,  Pa. 

In  the  January  Oologist  the  editor 
requests  that  careful  observers  give 
a  report  of  the  conditions  of  'birdi  life 
in  their  localities. 

In  my  locality,  Riverview  Park,  Al- 
legheny, Fa.,  there  was  a  marked  in- 
crease in  numbers  of  the  Baltimore 
Orioles  (Icterus  galbula) ;  the  Downy 
and    Hairy    Woodpeckers    (Dryobates 


pubescens  medianus  et  villosus);  and 
a  slight  increase  in  most  other  spe- 
cies, notably  the  Sparrows,  during  the 
season  of  1906.  On  the  other  hand 
there  was  a  d'ecrease  in  the  numibers 
of  the  Wood  Thrushes  (Hylo-cichla 
mustelina);  and  the  different  mem- 
bers of  the  Flycatcher  family;  and 
there  is  a  general  absence  of  winter 
visitants. 

Tile  migration  of  last  fall  was  par- 
ticularly notable  because  of  the  great 
numbers  of  White-throated  Sparows 
(Zonotrichia   albicollis). 

The  one  thing  which  tends  to  limit 
the  number  of  birds  hereabouts  is  the 
great  number  of  nests  that  are  wan- 
tonly destroyed  by  small  boys,  but, 
happily,  this  menace  is  'being  stamped 
out. 

Let  us  hear  what  other  observers 
have  to  say. 

WM.    G.   PITCAIRX. 


Nesting   of  the  Carolina  Chickadee   in 
Philadelphia    County,    Pa. 


By  RICHARD  F.  MILLER, 
The  Carolina  Chickadee  (Parus  car- 
ol inensis)  is  a  very  rare  breeder  in 
Philadelphia  county,  but  one  nest  hav- 
ing come  undier  my  observation  and 
this  was  foundl  two  years  before  I  kept 
a  note  book.  I  cannot  give  the  ap- 
proximate date.  As  nearly  as  I  can 
remember  this  nest  was  found  in  the 
second  week  of  May,  1895.  It  was 
found  at  Holmesburg,  along  the  Pen- 
nypacker  Creek,  and  was  an  original 
cavity  excavated  in  the  decayed,  bark- 
less  stub  of  a  soft  willow;  it  was 
about  eight  feet  from  the  ground,  and 
contained  7  eggs,  laid  in  two  layers. 
Not  collecting  eggs  at  that  time,  they 
were  not  taken,  but  somebody  else 
got  them,  for  I  remember  visiting  the 
locality  about  a  week  later  and  find- 
ing the  nest  and  eggs  gone.  The 
bird,  presumably,  the  female,  was 
flushed  from  the  nest,  when  we  first 
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found  it,  and  perched  close  by,  watch- 
ing in  alarm  our  inspection  of  her 
treasure. 

During  the  past  ten  years  I  have 
hunted  in  vain  for  a  nest  of  this  rare 
breeder  m  this  county,  in  fact,  have 
never  observed  a  bird  in  the  breeding 
season  and  have  seen  very  few  even 
during  the  winter  months. 


Wild  Pigeons. 


Reports  from  various  locations  in 
the  Lake  Superior  region  indicate 
that,  after  an  absence  of  thirty  years, 
wild  pigeons,  also  called  passenger 
pigeons  because  of  the  conspicuous 
habit  of  passing  from  one  part  of  the 
country  to  another  in  immense  floclvs, 
sometimes  clouding  the  sky — are  com- 
ing back  to  the  forests  of  "the  north 
country."  Just  where  these  pretty 
birds  of  passage  have  kept  themselves 
for  a  third  of  a  century  is  not  known, 
but  the  general  superstition  is  that 
they  have  been  breeding  in  the  wood- 
ed unsettled  lands  of  South  America. 
"The  Boston  Advertiser"  says  woods- 
men report  hundreds  of  them-  along 
the  Colquet  River,  in  St.  Louis  county, 
and  colonies  have  also  arrived,  it  is 
said,  in  Wisconsin  woods.,  north  of 
Superior.  Last  spring  a  iiock  was  seen 
in  Presque  Isle  Park,  at  Marquette, 
Mich.,  by  the  caretaker,  who  when  a 
young  man  had  killed  many  of  the 
birds,  and  he  recognized  the  species 
at  once. 

Many  middle  aged  and  elderly  men 
remember  the  old  days  on  their  farms 
in  Minnesota  and  Michigan  in  the 
Great  Lakes  region,  when  these  birds 
were  so  numerous  that  a  boy  could 
kill  hundreds  of  them  in  a  day  with 
no  better  weapon  than  a  cluTj. 

In  those  days  trapping  the  birds  for 
the  market  was  a  regular  business  with 
a  large  number  of  men.  Nets  were 
spread   out   in   the  stubble  field  after 


the  harvest.  A  few  decoy  pigeons 
were  placed  here  and  there,  just  as 
sportsmen  now  decoy  wild  ducks  in 
their  flight. 

Then  lured  by  their  kind,  and  a 
lavish  sprinkling  of  grain,  the  pig- 
eons would  descend  in  thousands  on 
the  net  covered  ground.  A  dexterious 
sweep  of  the  net  by  experienced 
hands  would  entrap  the  quarry. 

The  birds  were  served  at  hotels 
and  restaurants  in  the  cities  and  were 
regarded  a  great  delicacy.  In  fact, 
such  great  favor  did  this  food  win'  that 
squab  raising  has  been  a  profitable 
business  since  the  departure  of  the 
wild  species  years  ago. 

Stories  about  old  settlers  seeing 
millions  of  passenger  pigeons  instead 
of  thousands  might  seem  somewhat 
exaggerated,  hut  early  travelers  in  the 
region  of  the  Great  Lakes  have  re- 
marked in  their  writings  the  enor- 
mous numbers  of  these  birds,  which 
required  for  their  food  great  quanti- 
ties of  grain. 

Their  food  consisted  of  the  smallest 
acorn  and  thin  shelled  nuts,  beech 
nuts,  and  a  variety  of  berries  and 
small  fruits.  Where  such  material  was 
plentiful  they  gathered  in  vast  congre- 
gations, which  thronged  upon  the 
trees  until  the  Taranches  would  break 
with    their    weight. 

Pigeon  shooting  was  a  favorite 
amusement  among  sportsmen  when 
the  birds  were  plentiful.  As  many  as 
twenty  thousand  birds  were  used  at 
a  single  tournament  before  the  public 
sentiment  and  law  checked  the  slaugh- 
ter. The  incessant  slaughter  and  per- 
secution, together  with  the  clearing 
away  of  large  areas  of  forest,  rapidly 
drove  the  pigeons  out. 

The  disappearance  of  the  birds 
from  the  lake  region  was  hastened  by 
the  cold  winters  and  late,  stormy 
springs  between  1860  and  1870.  Since 
then   the   wild     pigeons     have     been 
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known  only  in  scattered  numbers, 
here  and  there,  but  their  natural  ene- 
mies are  now  diminishing  and  for 
some  reasion  they  are  coming  back  to 
their  old  haunts. — New  York  Tribune, 
Jan.  27,  '07. 
Editor  Oologist:  — 

Will  you  allow  an  old  collector  to 
enter  a  mild  protest  against  the  sort 
of  collecting  indicated  in  the  note  of 
inquiry  by  Clarence  Hoard,  as  cited 
in   the   Oologist  for  December? 

Are  we  to  infer  that  Mr.  Hoard  ac- 
tually took  an  unknown  set  of  eggs 
without  securing  the  nest,  also?  To 
take  eggs  whose  identity  is  unknown 
and  virtually  un-knowable  is  bad 
enough;  to  fail  of  taking  the  only 
positive  clue  to  identity,  after  taking 
the  nest,  is  little  short  of  a  blunder. 

There  is  still  a  deal  of  worthless 
material  offered  for  exchange  by  our 
present  generation  of  collectors. 
Worse  yet,  there  are  sets  offered  with 
the  most  reckless  disregard  not  only 
of  identities  but  of  exactness  as  to 
the  make-up  of  sets.  A  Philadelphia 
subscriber  sent  the  undersigned  about 
a  year  ago,  a  job-lot  assortment  of  cor- 
morant eggs  from  the  coast  region  of 
California.  When  confronted  with  the 
combination  of  ignorance  and  fraud 
he  pleaded  innocence  (as  they  all  do), 
but  has  not  yet  shown  himself  man 
enough  to  "make  good." 

But  where  the  question  of  uniden- 
tified sets  is  one  of  ignorance,  and  not 
of  positive  dishonor  the  remedy  lies 
in  greater  exactness;  and  in  the  tak- 
ing of  pains.  We  all  erred,  in  these 
directions,  when  we  were  younger; 
but  we  try  to  do  better  now. 

Ordinarily,  it  is  far  better  to  leave 
a  doubtful  set  to  hatch  than  to  take 
it  without  any  clue  as  to  its  real  iden- 
tity. There  is  ordinarily  no  sort  of 
excuse  for  failure  to  take  the  parent 
bird  with  a  doubtful  set;  (and  there 
are,  let  it  be  observed,  more  doubtful 


sets  taken  than  most  of  us  might  be 
ready  to  believe). 

It  can  be  readily  proven  whether 
the  eggs  taken  by  Mr.  Hoard  are  vireo 
eggs;  or  something  else  placed  in  an 
abnormal  nest.  But  the  identity  must, 
in  any  case,  be  equivocal;  and  the 
color  suggestions  given  by  Mr.  Hoard, 
in  the  Oologist,  are  utterly  worthless. 
(The  writer  would  not  trust  his  own 
identifications,  "in  the  bush,"  with 
birds  of  the  class  in  question.  One's. 
sense  of  color  is  modified  by  too  many 
considerations  of  shadow  and  light  di- 
rection to  make  snap-shot  suggestions 
concerning  the  color  impressions  up- 
on the  human  eye  of  more  than  prob- 
able value  in  making  determinations.) 
The  writer  would  like  to  venture  the 
strong  urging,  upon  all  younger  stu- 
dents of  bird-life,  of  the  positive  duty 
of  learning  at  least  the  chief  elements 
involved  in  the  making  of  birdi-skins. 
There  are  times  when  the  knowledge 
thus  involved  may  prove  of  very  great 
value;  and  other  times  when  it  is  ab- 
solutely essential.  For  example,  in 
the  Wyoming  field,  where  the  writer 
lias  labored  during  the  past  three 
years,  adding,  incidentally,  three  birds 
to  the  state  list,  fully  one-half  of  the 
very  valuable  and  interesting  mater- 
ial obtained  would  bave  been  absolute- 
ly worthless  without  the  taking  of  the 
parent   birds. 

Questions  of  sentiment  should  have 
little  relative  weight,  here.  Granted 
that  the  taking  of  eggs  is  a  legitimate 
branch  of  scientific  pursuit,  and  then 
it  follows,  that  when  absolutely  neces- 
sary, for  purposes  of  specific  or  of 
sub-specific  identification,  the  taking 
of  a  parent  bird  is  quite  as  justifiable 
as  the  taking  of  eggs;  however  much 
of  pain  the  taking  of  life  may  cause 
us. 

If,  then,  we  are  either  too  tender- 
hearted of  too  indolent  to  verify  our 
egg-findings,  let  us,  by  all  means,  join 
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the  opera-glass  brigade.  Thus,  we  may 
be  well  assured  that  the  great  mass 
of  earnest  investigators  of  bird  life 
will  have  no  cause  to  take  us  serious- 
ly, in  any  sense.  There  is  more  than 
one  sense  in  which  "a  bird  in  the 
hand  is  worth  two  in  the  hush." 
P.  B.  PEABODY, 
Blue  Rapids,  Kas. 


Stamford,   Conn. 

Ernest  H.   Short. 

Dear  Sir: — Answering  your  ques- 
tion in  the  January  Oologist,  "Are  our 
birds  growing  fewer?"  I  have  ob- 
served that  the  English  Starling  ('Stur- 
nus  vulgaris)  which  was  introduced 
into  this  country  in  1890,  have  hecome 
very   abundant  in   this   locality. 

On  January  14  last,  I  noticed  a 
flock  of  100  of  these  birds  in  an  elm 
tree.  They  were  very  tame,  as  I  was 
able  to  get  right  under  the  tree  they 
were  in.  On  January  15  last  I  count- 
d  a  flock  of  50,  which  were  also  very 
tame.  Two  years  ago  I  put  up  some 
bird  houses  in  a  tree  not  more  than 
two  yards  away  from  the  house.  They 
have  bred  in  these  every  year  and  I 
expect  them  again  this  coming  spring. 
Very  truly, 

P.  G.  HOWES. 


Does  It  Exist? 


■  What  is  the  best  kind  of  blower  for 
eggs?  I  use  a  common  glass  pipe  and 
blow  with  my  mouth  for  small  eggs. 

For  larger  eggs,  such  as  Gt.  Blue 
Heron  and  Osprey,  I  have  an  atomizer 
bulb  which  I  use  with  my  hand.  This 
forces  the  contents  out  all  right,  but 
I  find  it  moves  about  too  much  when 
the  pressure  is  made  and  therefore  is 
liable  to  chip  the  hole  when  the  pipe 
is  inserted. 

Is  there  any  thing  made  that  you 
consider  just  the  thing? 


I  have  looked  through  the  Oologist 
several  times  for  an  article  about 
blowing  eggs  and  the  best  egg-blower, 
but  do  not  se  anything. 

Tell  usi  how  an  egg-blower  should 
be  made,  so  as  to  give  the  best  re- 
sults. 

Yours  truly, 

E.  J.  DARLI^'GTOX. 
Answer — Probably    the    BEST      egg 
blower  is  yet  to  be  heard  from. 

For  small  eggs  we  have  never  seen 
anything  that  would  successfully  re- 
place the  mouth  and  blowpipe.  Noth- 
ing else  seems  to  allow  of  an  adjust- 
ment of  pressure  nice  enough  to  avoid 
bursting  thin  shelled  eggsr 

To  avoid  the  wobbling  of  the  tip 
of  the  pipe,  any  style  of  portable  auto- 
matic hand  blower,  take  a  small  block 
of  any  tough  wood  that  does  not  split 
too  easy.  Bore  a  hole  through  it  that 
will  just  fit  your  pipe,  a  short  distance 
back  from  tip.  Cut  this  hlock  verti- 
cally through  the  center  of  the  hole. 
Take  ordinary  hand  vise  and  insert 
the  handle  upright  in  a  hole  wherever 
you  may  be,  at  home,  in  the  woods, 
anywher»;  you  can  generally  find 
something  you  can  punch  or  bore  'a 
hole  in  that  will  firmly  hold  the  little 
vise  upright.  Insert  your  pipe  with 
wood  blocks  between  the  jaws  of  the 
vise  and  screw  up  until  firmly  held, 
not  tight  enough  to  smash  the  pipe,  of 
course.  A  wad  of  paper  will  answer 
the  purpose  of  the  split  block  at  a 
pinch. 

The  hand  vises  can  be  furnished  by 
almost  all  hardware  dealers. 

I  handle  one  style  costing  only  75 
cents,  that  has  place  made  purposely 
•to  hold  in  this  manner,  having  a 
rounded  space  that  takes  any  pipe; 
you  simply  wind  a  strip  of  cloth  or 
paper  around  pipe  until  it  fits  snug- 
Iv.— ED. 
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Value  of  Our  Warblers. 


It  being  a  well-known  fact,  that 
birds  have  an  impertan-t  bearing  up- 
iipon  agriculture,  the  family,  Wai'- 
blers,  comprising  as  it  does  of  so 
many  species,  must  play  an  import- 
ant part  in  the  beneficial  or  harmful 
work  done  by  birds.  The  number  of 
representatives  of  this  family  in  Con- 
necticut is  about  twenty-two,  (except- 
ing a  few  rare  or  occasional  visitors). 
Of  the  principal  foods  of  a  few  of  the 
more  common'  species,  I  shall  present- 
ly speak.  "Let  us,  however,  consider 
first,  the  food  of  the  family  as  a 
whole. 

From  the  fact  that  they  are  almost 
exclusively  insectivorous,  and  that 
they  are  soft-billed,  two  deductions, 
(which  show  in  what  field  they  exert 
the  greatest  influence),  may  be  drawn. 

Being  insectivorous,  little  if  any  in- 
fluence is  exerted  by  them  in  the  de- 
struction of  vegetable  forms  wild  or 
cultivated,  and  being  soft-billed,  all  the 
insects  taken  must  be  the  soft  bodied 
species,  for  the  capture  of  which  their 
bills  are  admirably  suited,  while  the 
hard-shelled  beetles  or  those  insects 
on  the  wing,  are  taken  by  a  few  spe- 
cies only. 

The  insects  eaten  by  these  birds 
must  then  comprise  the  soft-bodied 
kinds  and  inasmuch  as  the  birds  are 
arboreal,  the  plant-inhabiting  sipecies, 
their  foods  may  therefore  be  divided 
into  three  classes:  (1)  Leaf-inhaoit- 
ing  insects  and  those  which  hover 
around  leaves  and  blossoms;  (2)  Bark- 
inhabiting  insects;  and,  (3)  the  eggs 
of  both. 

Ground  beetles  are  eaten  by  the 
Ovenbir.ii;  snails  and  other  ground- 
slugs  are  also  eaten. 

Certain  hibernating  insects  are  ta- 
ken by  the  migrants,  but  of  these  we 
shall  speak  later. 

From  these  statements,  it  may  seem 
that  the  Warblers  are  a  benefit  to  the 


orchard  grower,  and  to  all  the  trees  in 
general,  since  their  foods  is  made  up 
of  insects  which  infest  trees  mostly. 

Part  of  these  are  eaten  by  the  adailt 
birds,  'but  a  greater  portion  of  the  in- 
sects destroyed  by  Warblers  are  eat- 
en by  the  nestlings.  The  quantity  of 
food  consumed  by  them  is  enormous. 
From  the  moment  of  hatching  to  the 
age  of  from  four  to  six  weeks,  they 
seem  to  be  made  up  of  little  else  but 
mouth  and  stomach.  Their  constant 
demands  for  food  keep  both  parent 
birds  busy  in  supplying  it,  chiefly 
small,  very  soft  insects,  caterpillars, 
plant  lice  and  eggs. 

From  this  we  see  how  great  an  in- 
fluence the  nestling  birds  exert  indi- 
rectly to  lower  the  number  of  noxious 
insects. 

The  statements,  however,  are  only 
in  regard  to  summer  residents.  We 
still  have  the  migrant  warblers  to  deal 
with. 

These  summer  north  of  us  and  win- 
ter south  of  us  and,  in  migrating,  pass 
to  and  fro  through  our  region,  and, 
while  it  is  true  their  stay  is  brief  yet 
the  chill  of  approaching  cold  weather 
makes  them  all  the  more  active  in 
search  of  food.  As  I  said  before,  hi- 
bernating insects  during  their  migra- 
tion, form  a  large  per  cent,  of  their 
food.  These  are  taken  from  dried 
leaves,  the  under  side  of  twigs  and 
from  crevices  in  the  bark. 

Taking  a  few  species  representative 
of  the  different  groups  of  warblers 
which  will  show  us  how  this  insect 
destruction  is  carried  on,  we  shall  con- 
sider: (1)  Those  that  take  their  food 
from  leaves  and  'blossoms;  (2)  Those 
that  take  their  food  from  crevices  in 
the  bark;  (3)  Those  that  take  a  great 
part  of  their  food  on  the  wing,  after 
the  manner  of  flycatchers,  and  (4) 
Those  that  take  their  food  from  the 
ground.  Only  one  or  two  representa- 
tives from  each  group  will  be  dealt 
with. 
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As  an  example  of  the  first  class,  the 
Yellow  Warbler  (Dendroica  aestiva), 
and  the  Northern  Yellow-throat, 
(Geothlypis  trichas  brachydactyla), 
may  be  taken.  The  food  of  both  these 
birds  is  somewhat  similar  consisting 
mainly  of  caterpillars,  larvae,  spiders 
and  plant  iice,  the  last  named,  most 
destructive  pests  are  taken  in  great 
quantities. 

These  birds  are  both  examples  of 
that  class  which  inhabit  trees  and 
bushes  the  Yellow-throat  keeping  to 
damp,  swampy  growths,  while  the 
Yellow  Warbler  prefers  drier  land. 

Although  ther  may  not  be  classed 
as  highly  beneficial,  yet  the  good  done 
by  them  far  outweighs  any  harm. 

The  Black  and  White  Creeper, 
(Mniotilta  varia),  is  a  common  exam- 
ple of  a  warbler  which  takes  its  food 
from  the  bark  of  trees.  It  is  often 
confused  with  the  woodpeckers  from 
its  black  and  white  markings  and 
from  its  habit  of  scrambling  over  the 
bark  in  woodpecker  fashion.  Spiders, 
ants,  caterpillars  and  larva  constitute 
the  chief  articles  of  diet.  All  of  these, 
with  perhaps,  a  few  of  the  spiders 
which  are  predaceous,  excepted,  may 
be  counted  to  its  credit. 

A  careful  study  of  the  feeding^  hab- 
its of  this  bird  show  how  thoroughly 
the  destruction  of  bark-inhabiting  in- 
sects is  pursued  and'  of  what  great 
value  this  bird,  in  conjunction  with 
the  woodpeckers,  is  in  preserving  our 
forest  trees. 

Caterpillars  form  a  large  per  cent, 
of  the  food  of  the  young  birds. 

A  large  number  of  warblers,  a  few 
among  our  migrants,  catch  a  large 
part  of  their  food  on  the  wing,  moths, 
butterflies,  flies  and  .millers.  The 
Redstart  (Setophaga  ruticilla),  is  a 
very    familiar    example    of   this    class. 


The  above  named  insects  form  a  large 
part  of  its  diet. 

Mrs.  Irving  Bruce  writes  that  she 
found  a  nestful  of  Redstarts  and  as-  ' 
certained  that  they  were  fed  on  in- 
sects from  five  to  thirty  times  per 
hour.  The  insects  were  caught  by  the 
mother-bird  on  the  wing  and  often  in- 
cluded millers. 

The  Ovenbird  (Leiurus  arocapillus), 
is  often  mistaken  for  a  thrush  and,  in- 
deed, its  habit  of  running  rapidly 
along  and  then  suddenly  stopping  and 
straightening  up  in  a  listening  atti- 
tude, is  decidedly  thrush-like.  Its 
color,  too,  with  the  heavily  spotted 
breast,  is  often  misleading. 

It  is  a  representative  of  the  ground- 
feeders  and  among  its  numerous  ar- 
ticles of  diet  are  snails  and  click 
beetles,  which  it  obtains  from  the  for- 
est floor,  for  this  bird  inhabits  the 
deep  still  woods  and  forests.  Even 
its  nest  is  placed  on  the  ground,  arch- 
ed over  like  a  dome,  plastered  with 
leaves  and  mud,  a  sort  of  ov-en,  from 
which  the  bird  gets  its  name. 

"The  stomach  of  these  half-grown 
nestlings  of  the  Ovenbird  examined 
in  the  laboratory  contained  beetles  of 
the  family  Lampyridae,  click  beetles, 
caterpillars,  moths,  millers,  and  snails. 
Spau  worms  are  also  eaten. 
Si)an  worms  are  also  eaten. 

Thus  we  see  wbat,  mainly,  consti- 
tute the  food  of  these  birds,  for  owing 
to  the  great  nunnber  of  species  and 
their  wide  diistribution,  enormous  num- 
bers of  insects,  in  the  main  harmful 
species,  are  destroyed  by  them  yearly. 
LEON  A.  HANS  MAN. 
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very  good  for  best  cash  or  exchange  offer. 
B.  S.  BOWDISH.  Deniarest,  N.  Y. 

WE  ARE  in  the  market  f<jr  all  sets  new  to 
our  collection  and  for  good  full  reliable  sets 
of  many  varieties,  not  new  to  our  tally. 
FRED  M.  DILLE,  307  Continental  Bldg., 
Denver,  Colo. 

WANTED  FOR  CASH.— Complete  files  to 
date,  (all  issues  must  be  clean,  well  preserved 
and  suitable  for  binding)  of  the  following 
publications:  Young  Oologist.  Oologist,  Con- 
dor, Warbler,  Nuttall's  Bulletin.  Auk. 
Osprey,  American  Ornithology,  Bird  Lore. 
Nidologist,  Amateur  Naturalist  and  The 
Museum.  Will  buy  any  North  American 
Ornithological  or  Oological  books  (in  first 
class  condition,  either  paper,  cloth  or  leather 
bound)  new  to  my  library.  G.  H.  MESSEN- 
GER, Atlantic,  Iowa. 
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WILL  EXCHANGE  brand  new  leathei* 
pocket-case  of  taxidermist's  tools,  cost  $4.00, 
for  a  good  pair  of  climbers  with  straps  or  a 
pair  of  sliding  calipers  measuring  lOOths. 
EMKKSON  A.  SToXKR.  Greenwood  Park 
Sta.,  Des  Moines,  la. 

FOR  SALE  OK  EXCHANGE.  -  English 
and  Abyssinian  Cavies.  Homing  Pigeons, 
f'oreign  and  LTnited  States  Coins,  Book  on 
breeding  Skiniks,  50c.,  Tanning  Process  will 
tan  large  or  small  Pelts  verv  soft.  Some 
sets.    ALMON  KIBBE.  Mayville.  N.  Y. 

W.VNTED.— Books  or  r>hamphlets  relating 
to  Archalology,  Anthropology  or  Ethnology, 
(Indians).  Send  list  with  prices.  (JEO.  C. 
ROBERTS,  Box  MHi,  Sharon  Hill,  Pa. 

ENTOMOL()(iISTS.-I  have  for  sale  about 
.30  living  pupae  of  Callosamia  Promethea,  at 
3c.  each.  Datas  wiih  all.  P.  G.  HOWES, 
Stamford,  Coim. 

FOR  EXCHANGE.— 47  12;  ^l  3  2;  1.30  1-10; 
1.32  1-7:  13ti  1-10;  138  1-7;  14()  1-10:  148  1-10:  152  1-8; 
1,55  1-6;  159  1-4,  2(i0  -4;  267  1-3;  269  1-4;  Redshank 
1-4:1911-5:4  1-4:657  1-4;  (ientoo  Penguin  1-1; 
Jackass  Penguin,  1-1.  Wanted.  SetsofKing, 
Clapper,  Sora  and  Virginia  Rails,  Florida 
and  Purple  (iallinules.  Bob  White,  all 
Grebes,  all  Herons.  Franklin's  (Uill.  Spotted 
Sandpip^-r,  WiPet,etc.  ('HAS.  S.  THOMP- 
SON. Box  214,  Eaton,  Colo. 

WANTED.— Bird  skins.  Flint  lock  pistol. 
Remington  single  barrel  50  cal.  pistol.  38  cal. 
collecting  pistol,  colonial  candle  sticks.  Aud- 
ubon, Wilson  en-  iionaparte  plates.  Can  offer 
Ridgway's  Manual  Copes  Tertiary  Verte- 
brata,  mammal  traps,  rubber  thigh  hoots, 
4  X 5 camera,  R.  R.  lens,  or  cash.  J.O.  DUNN, 
3760  Indiana  Ave.,  Chicago. 

SELLING  OUT  CHEAP  FOR  CASH.- 
Choice  cabinet  sets,  sets  with  nests  and 
singles,  with  full  and  accurate  data,  from  the 
United  States,  Canada  and  Mexico.  Stamp 
for  list.  Satisfaction  guaranteed.  DR.  M.  T. 
CLEOKLEY,  457  (ireene  St.,  Augusta,  Ga. 

Superior  books  for  your  pictures.  Have 
the  book  what  shows  y<jur  prints  to  the  best 
advantage.  P'or  detail  address,  FRED  M. 
DILLE,  307  Continental  Bldg.,  Denver,  Colo. 

FOR  SALE.— A  large  assortment  a  Albird 
skins  with  full  data.  Also  a  few  Al  sets  with 
full  data  and  some  singles.  Write  for  list. 
Send  your  list  of  wants  in  sets  and  skins 
common  to  this  locality.  W.C.NEWBERRY 
415  Chippewa  St.,  Mt.  Pleasant,  Michigan. 

LIVE  Chrysalides  of  large  moths  wanted. 
Will  give  cash  if  reasonable  or  exchange  for 
Canadian  and  I^Airopean  Lei)idoptera.  (U'^O. 
ROSSITER,  .'Vi  Tiverton  Ave.,  Tort)nto  Can. 

FOR  SALE.-Bendire's  Life  Histories  (2 
vols.)  bound,  and  Studer's  Birds  of  North 
America.  ARTHUR  W.  BROCKWAY, 
Hadlyme,  Conn. 

AUK  AND  NUTTALL'S  BULLETIN  com- 
plete for  $100.  Auk  ].s,s4-1905.  22  vols,  com- 
plete. All  except  last  are  finely  liound  in 
cloth.  Nuttal's  Bulletin  conir>lete  in  8  vols.. 
bound.    J.  L.  CHILDS.  I'loral  Park,  N.  Y. 

FOR  EXC1IAN(;E. -About  ir-,  A.  No.  1  sets 
with  data,  which  I  wish  to  exchange  for  sets 
in  same  condition.  Send  list  and  receive 
mine.    JOHN  P  WARD.  522  5th  Ave.,  Troy, 

N.  Y. 


ALARM  WATCH. 

Just  what  every  ornithologist,  camper  or 
early  riser  needs.  Swiss  movement,  gun 
metal  case,  stem  wind  and  set,  good  time 
keener.  Price$7.()0.  Stop  watch  same  quality 
$14.00.    Sent  postpaid  on  receipt  of  price. 

SEABOARD  SUPPLY"  CO. 
17  William  Street.  New  York. 

FINE  lot  of  mounted  birds  for  sale.  Pair 
of  lUili'ed  (liro  ise$3.50.  .Al«o  will  mount  birds. 
Write  for  list.  A.  WRIGHT,  31  Kingsboro 
Ave.,  Gloveisville.  N.  Y. 

WANTED.— Eggs  in  sets  with  data  as   fol- 
lows:   7,  9.  11.  12.  ,35.  44.  47,  6:).  67.  82.  117.  118,  180, 
19f;.  203,  206,  3')2,  349,  3(;4  and  any  Owls 
P.\UL  TAYLOR,  315  N.  6tli  St..  Camden,  N.J. 

$3  WILL  BUY  155  kinds  of  foreign  and 
native  woods  or  will  exch^uige  for  woods  not 
in  my  colle(  tion.  LOUIS  \V.  H,\HN.  Lake 
Aveiuie,  Silver  Creek,  CJiau.  County,  N.  Y. 

WILL  GIVE  good  exchange  for  flying  sijuir- 
reN,  females,  with  young  pr'ferred.  also  for 
reds,  chlinnunks  and  (jther  small  mammals. 
Young  mink,  beaver  and  otter  greatly  desired 
Box  V.  Rowley.  Mass. 

BARGAIN. —Having  secured  option  on 
fifteen  volumes  of  Sluders  Birds  of  North 
America,  containing  one  hundred  nineteen 
colored  plates,  twelve  by  fifteen,  over  eight 
hundred  birds  iniluding  all  our  species,  one 
hundred  eighty-two  pages  ot  text.  Regular 
forty  dollar  edition'  My  price  for  thirty 
divs  $12.00.  F.  A.  W.  DE  VXS  NATURAL 
SCIENCE  ESTB..  7010  iSroadway,  Cleveland, 
Ohio. 

LOOK  HERE.— I  am  obliged  to  let  most  of 
my  best  sets  go.  Send  for  a  list.  Reason- 
able to  Oologists.  Some  worth  having.  F. 
TRUESDALE.  Oologist.  Shandon,  Cal. 


Do    You     Need 

Natural  History  Books 

Naturalists'  Instruments 

Mounted  Birds 

Birds'  Eggs 

Minerals 

Sea  Shells 

Butterflies 

Curios 

Fossils 

Write  me.       State  your  wants  and 
address  plainly  and  fully. 

ERNEST  H.  SHORT, 
Box  173  Rochester,  N.  Y, 
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jr     ivfiles 
Anti-Pain  Pill.- 

Cure  Headache 

Almost  instantly  and  leave  no  bad  effects. 
They  also  relieve  every  other  pain,  Neura'- 
gia,  Rheumatic  Pain,  Sciatica,  Backache, 
Stomach  ache,  Ague  Pains,  Pains  from  in- 
jury, Bearing-down  pains,  Indigestion,  Diz- 
ziness, Nervousness  and  Sleeplessness. 


Prevent 
All=Aches 


liy  taking  one  or  two  Dr.  Miles  Anti-Pain 
Pills  when  you  feel  an  attack  coming  on. 
You  not  only  avoid  suffering,  but  the  weak- 
ening influence  of  pain  upon  the  system.  I! 
nervous,  irritable  and  cannot  sleep  take  a 
tablet  on  retiring  or  when  you  awaken. 
This  soothing  influence  upon  the  nerves 
brings  refreshing  sleep. 

2<;  doses,  2S  cents     Never  sold  in  bulk. 
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STILL    LEADING 


flPTH  EDITION  LATTIN'S  STANDARD  CATALOGUE  OF 
North  American   Birds   Eggs 

With  Oologist  One  Year,  Both  for  50c. 


Compiled  by  Frank  H.  Lattin  and 
Ernest  H.  Short,  with  the  assistance 
of  many  prominent  American-  Oolo- 
gis'ts. 

A  Complete  Up-to-date  Check  List 
of  North  American'  Birds,  including 
Introduced  Species,  giviag  correct  ex- 
change values  on  all  species  whose 
eggs  are  procurable  at  this  time.  Ar- 
ranged according  to   A.   O.   U.   Nome- 


clature,  but  giving  Ridgway's  and 
Coues'  numbers  also.  Printed  on 
one  side  cf  page  only  leaving  it  in 
convenient  form  for  making  notes  in 
or  usin'g  for  labelling  purposes. 
Bound  in  light  board  covers.  Neat  in 
style.  Handy  in  shape  (just  goes  in- 
to  full   government  envelope). 

Postpaid  25c  each.    Six  for  $1.2'5. 


Address  ERNEST  H.  SHORT,  Manager  Oologist,  Chill,  N.  Y. 


Know  the  Wild  Flowers? 


Your  rambles  in  field  and  wood 
will  increase  in  interest  in  propor- 
tion as  you  know  plants  as  well  as 
birds. 

The  American  Botanist 

is  issued  for  the  plant  lover.  It 
contains  no  technical  articles  and  is 
just  the  magazine  you  need.  Get 
a  copy  and  see  for  yourself. 

ADDRESS 

WILLARD  N.  CLUTE  &  CO., 
309  Whitley  Ave., 

Joliet,  III. 


THE     CONDOR 

A     Bi-Monthly     Magazine     of    Western 
Ornithology 

Edited  by  J.  GRINNELL. 

"The  photographic  illustrations 
are  worth  the  price  of  subscription." 
alone  are  worth  the  price  of  subscrip- 
tion."— The   Critic. 

The  Condor  begins,  with  1907,  its 
ninth  volume.  A  special  feature  of  this 
volume  includes  in  each  issue,  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  series  of  remarkable 
photographs  of  wild  birds  by  Mr.  H. 
L.  Bohlman  and  Mr.  W.  L.  Finney. 

SPECIAL    OFFER: 

Bohlman,  is  enabled  to  offer  anyone 
sending  One  Dollar  and  Fifty  Cents 
for  a  NEW  subscription  for  one  year, 
and  mentioning  this  offer,  a  5x7  un- 
mounted, copyrighted  photograph  of 
bird    life. 

OR,  a  copy  of  November,  1906  issue 
and  Vol.  9,  1907,  complete,  for  $1.00. 
Subscription  $1.00.     Sample  Copy  20c. 

H.  T.  CLIFTON,  Business  IVIanager, 
P.  O.  Box  404,  -  Pasadena,  Cal. 


The  Oologist. 


Vol.  XXIV.    No.  4. 


Albion,  N.  Y.April,  1907. 


Whole  No.  237 


THE    OOLOGIST, 

A    Monlhly    Publication    Uevotod    to 

OOLOGY,  ORXITHOLOGY  AND  TAXL 

DERMY. 

FEAKK    H.    LATTIN,    Publisher, 

ALBION,    N.    Y. 

ERNEST    H.     SHOET,     Editor    and    Manager. 

Correspondence    and    items    of    interest    to    the 

student  of  Birds,   their  Nests  and  Eggs,  solicited 

from    all. 

TERMS    OF    SUBSCRIPTION; 

Single    snbscription 50c    per    annunr 

Sample   copies 5c  each 

The   above    rates    include    payment   of   postage. 

Each  Enb.«criber  is  given  a  card  good  for  a 
Want,  Exchange  or  For  Sule  Notice.  (This  card 
Is  cedeemnble  at  any  time  within  one  year  from 
date   thereon.) 

Subscriptions  can  begin  with  ar.y  number. 
Back  numbers  of  the  OOLOGIST  can  be  fur- 
nished at  reasonable  rates.  Send  stamp  for  de- 
scriptions   and    prices. 

Remember  that  the  publisher  mnst  be  noti- 
fied by  letter  when  a  subscriber  wishes  his  pa- 
per   stopped,    and    all    arrearages    must    be    paid. 

-ADVERTISING    RATES: 

5  cents  per  nonpareil  line  each  Insertion. 

12  lines  in  every  inch.  Seven  inches  in  a  col- 
umn,   and    two   columns   to    the   page. 

Nothing  inserted  for  less  than  25  cents.  No 
"special  rates,"  5  cents  per  line  is  "net,"  "loefe 
bottom,"  "inside,"  "spot  cash"  rate  from  which 
there  is  no  deviation  and  no  commission  to 
agents.  If  you  wish  to  use  5  lines  or  less  space 
It  will  cost  you  25  cents;  100  lines,  $5.00;  1000 
lines,  $50.  "Trade"  (other  than  cash)  adver- 
tisements will  be  accepted  by  special  arrange- 
ment only  and  at  rates  from  double  to  five  times 
cash  rates.  Due  Bills  and  Cards  payable  in  ad- 
vertising will  be  honored  only  at  legular  rates 
in  force  at  the  date  of  issuance  of  said  bill  or 
card. 

Remittances  should  be  made  by  Draft,  Ex- 
press or  Postoffice  Money  Order.  Registered 
Letter  or  Postal  Note.  Unused  U.  S.  Postage 
Stamps  of  any  denomination  will  be  accepted 
for  sums  under  one  dollar.  Make  Money  Or- 
ders and  Drafts  payable  and  address  all  sub- 
scriptions   and    communications    to 

ERNEST    H.    SHORT,     Editor    and    Manager, 
Chili,    Monroe    Co..    N.    Y. 


The    Brown    Creeper. 


This  active  little  bird  can  be  seen 
in  our  locality  almost  throughout  the 
whole  year,  always  busily  engaged 
in  looking  for  small  insects,  eggs  and 
larvae    in    the    crevices    of      bark      of 


pretty  near  all  of  our  forest  trees. 
Their  long,  slender,  partly  curved 
bill  is  a  great  aid  to  them,  which  part- 
ly supplants  the  strong  muscular 
neck,  bill  and  barbed  tongue  of  the 
Sapsuckers  and  Woodpeckers.  It 
cannot  cut  out  the  insects  or  larvae 
from  the  bark  of  the  oak,  elm,  maple 
and  pine  trees,  'but  has  to  depend 
mainly  on  its  sharp  eyes  in  detecting 
in  the  crevices  tbe  minute  eggs  of 
insects. 

Starting  at  the  bottom  of  the  trees 
they  ascend  them  by  dainty  and  little 
jerks  in  a  spiral  manner,  stopping 
frequently  for  its  prey,  uttering  a  few 
soft  notes  like  "Lri.zri,  zri,"  or  "Sit, 
sit,  sit,"  and  fly  to  the  foot  of  a  near- 
by tree  to  go  over  the  same  perform- 
ance. How  well  the  color  of  this 
little  bird,  a  variety  of  rich  browns, 
curiously  marked,  the  white  under- 
neath being  out  of  sight,  corresponds 
with  the  colors  of  this  open  winter. 

The  Brown  Creeper  invariably  runs 
up  a  tree  on  the  off-side  if  he  sees 
that  you  are  watching  him.  It's 
flight  is  very  nervous  and  quick.  In 
spring  it  is  much  more  numerous,  as 
the  largest  number  of  this  climber 
passes  south  in  the  fall  and  north  in 
the  spring. 

It  can  be  readily  seen  that  the 
Brown  Creeper  is  of  great  benefit  to 
our  forest  trees,  not  being  inclined 
to  change  his  food  for  a  strawberry 
or  cherry,  like  the  Red-headed  Wood- 
pecker, and  not  inviting  the  wrath  of 
the  farmer  going  after  him  with  a 
shot  gun. 

In  the  first  week  in  April  the  mat- 
ing season  commences  in  our  locality 
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Photo    by    Rockwell. 
Nest  and  Eggs  of  Brewer's  Blackbird.      In  Situ. 


and  the  loving  couple  looks  for  a  nest- 
ing site,  which  is  finally  found  be- 
hind loose  bark  connected  above  and 
below  on  elmsi  and  maples,  generally 
within  easy  reach. 

They  construct  the  nest  by  placing 
small  twigs,  bark,  moss,  etc.,  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  loose  ibark,  com- 
pleting and  lining  it  with  fine,  soft 
material.  We  have  taken  sets  of  6 
and  only  one  set  of  7  eggs  from  May 
6  to  ICth — all  the  eggs  were  fresh,  of 
a  white  or  creamy  ground  color,  hand- 


somely speckled  with  reddish  brown, 
siome  times  a  regular  circle  of  spots 
around   the  larger  end. 

About  the  first  wek  in  June  the 
young  emerge  from  the  eggs,  keep- 
ing their  parents  extremely  busy  to 
supply  them  with  sufficient  nourish- 
ment. 

Further  paiticulars  will  be  gladly 
given  by 

ED.    REINECKE, 
400  Elm  St. 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
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Brewer's  Blackbird. 


Wherever  in  the  countryside  of 
Southern  California  there  are  tilled 
fields;  wherever  in  the  cities  there  are 
wide  lawns,  there  will  Brewer's  Black- 
bird be  found.  This  is  the  only 
grackle  common  to  the  Pacific  slope 
of  Los  Angeles  county,  and  is  is  a 
right  welcome  visitor  wherever  found, 
hailed  alike  by  orchardist  and  garden- 
er as  the  slayer  cf  unnumbered 
worms  and  bugs.  I  doubt  if  in  the 
whole  United  States  there  is  a  bird 
more  widely  noted  for  its  good  work 
or  more  genuinely  welcomed  by  all 
than  is  this  s'pecies  in  the  center  of 
its  abundance — Southern  California. 

I  have  met  with  Brewer's  Black- 
bird in  the  pine-covered  mountains 
back  of  iSan  Fernando,  at  an  eleva- 
tion of  not  less  than  3,50'0  feet,  nest- 
in  trees  about  a  ^mountain  ranch  house 
and  apparently  a  permanent  resident. 
But,  for  the  most  part,  this  grackle 
is  a  dweller  in  the  low  lands  from 
the  orange  orchards  of  the  foothills 
to  the  dairy  ranches  which  dot  the 
Lowlands  down  almost  tc  the  seacoast. 
In  all  these  varied  sections,  the  nest- 
ing time  is  practically  uniform,  ex- 
tending from  the  last  week  of  Febru- 
ary to  June. 

Even  now,  Fe'bruary  21,  though  a 
brisk  shower  is  falling,  a  band,  which 
must  num'ber  a  hundred,  is  making 
a  row  of  cypress  trees  not  far  from 
the  house  vocal  with  their  music. 

Robins  have  been  unusually  plenti- 
ful here  all  winter,  but  the  Black- 
birds have  practically  driven  them 
off  the  five  acres  of  which  this  place 
i3  ccmipassed.  California  Shrikes 
and  Western  Mockingbirds  (only  one 
pair  of  each),  nest  undisturbed  in  the 
cypress  trees  where  the  Brewer's 
have    bred  for  years. 

At  my  home  in  the  city  a  few  pairs 
of  the  blackbu-ds  are  already  build- 
ing nests  in  trees  near  the  house  and 


not  more  than  150  feet  from  a  car 
line  with  a  three  minute  service.  It 
might  be  added  the  Mocking'birds, 
House  Finches,  Black  Phoetoes,  and  a 
pair  of  Anthony's  Towhees  also  nest 
near  this  house. 

Eggs  are  rarely  laid  by  Brewer's 
Blackbird  before  the  middle  of  March. 
Then  the  nests  are  complete^ — for  this 
is  a  leisurely  nest-ibuilder — and,  de- 
spite their  large  size,  are  marvels  of 
compact  weaving  and  warm  lining. 

First,  a  platform,  or  rude  cradle 
cf  twigs  half  the  size  of  a  lead  pen- 
cil is  laid  in  a  horizontal  fork  of  a 
cypresi3,  orange,  pepper  or  other  heav- 
ily foliaged  tree.  This  platform  has 
a  small  hollow  in  the  center  and  the 
twigs  cf  which  it  is  made  are  well 
interwoven  with  the  small  leaf 
branches  of  the  tree.  In  this  frame- 
woik,  usually  about  seven  or  eight 
inches  across,  is  built  up  a  cup  of 
rootlets,  fine  twigs,  grass  blades,  bits 
of  string,  occasionally  a  piece  of  "bal- 
ing wire,"  if  the  bird  can  find  one 
short  enough.  Usually,  however,  es- 
pecially if  the  nesting  site  be  in  the 
country,  this  first  cup  is  made  almost 
entirely  of  rootlets  and  fine,  pliable 
twigs,  culled  from  piles  of  brush  left 
by  tree  trimmers. 

The  female  Blackbird  shapes  the 
insid'e  of  this  cup  with  her  body,  using 
as  much  care  as  do  mosit  birds  in 
making  the  soft  interior  nest.  Lying 
along  the  roo!f  of  my  father's  barn  I 
have  many  a  time  watched  a  pair  of 
these  somiber-coated  birds,  both 
working  "like  beavers"  to  complete 
their  home.  On  the  outside  of  the 
nest  the  male  bird  worked,  on  the  in- 
side the  female,  and  the  latter  gath- 
ered most  of  the  material  for  the  nest. 

Oftentimes  this  rootlet-cup  is  ce- 
mented together  with  mud,  but  in 
most  cases  a  mud  lining  is  made  fast- 
ened to  the  outer  cup  and  to  the  lin- 
ing of  hair   which   comes  next.   Nine 
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Photo   by    Reinecke. 


Nest    of    Brown    Creeper    In    Situ. 


times  out  of  ten  this  inner  nest  is 
of  horse  or  cow  hair,  very  rarely  of 
feathers,  now  and  then  of  fine,  dry 
grass  blades.  Therefore  I  have  call- 
ed it  the  "hair  lining"  of  the  nest, 
though  it  is  not  always  of  hair. 

In  this  respect  of  mud  and  hair  lin- 
ing, though  the  mud  layer  -seldom  cov- 
ers more  than  the  bottom  of  the  nest, 
I  judge  that  these  birds  build  some- 
what as  do  the  Eastern  Robins.  The 
hair  lining  is  one-eighth  of  an  inch 
thick  and  so  closely  woven  as  to  re- 
tain its  shape  long  after  removal 
from    the  outer  nest. 


From  three  to  eight  eggs  are  laid, 
ordinarily  six.  It  is  absolutely  im- 
possible to  describe  these  eggs;  the 
ground  color  ranges  all  the  way  from 
pallid  grey  to  light  green.  Markings 
are  from  practically  none  to  heavy 
blotches  and  are  gray  or  light  sepia. 
Occasional  lines  and  scrawls  of  black 
or  dark  brown  are  noticeable  on  some 
of  the  eggs.  Some  resemble  the  eggs 
of  the  Western  Mockingbird,  still  oth- 
ers are  scarcely  distinguishable  from 
heavily  marked  shrike's  eggs. 

Among  the  numerous  misstate- 
ments   in    Mrs.    Wheeler's    "Birds    of 
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California."  at  at  least  three  concern- 
ing this  apecies:  The  breeding  sea- 
son is  there  set  down  at  "April  15  to 
July  1;"  the  eggs  are  give  as  4  to  G, 
and  the  olbviously  erroneous  state- 
ment made  that  the  nests  are  "not 
over  eight  feet  from  the  ground."  The 
average  of  more  than  one  hundred 
sets  of  Brewer's  Blackbird  collected 
by  me  during  the  past  twelve  years 
were  in  nests  more  than  fifteen  feet 
from  the  ground.  Many  of  them 
were  more  than  twenty  feet  up;  sev- 
eral above  thirty  feet  and  four  or  five 
from  nests  in  Eucalyptus  trees  forty 
feet,  from  the  ground. 

HARRY    H.    DUXX. 
Los  Angeles,  Gal. 


City   Birds. 

A  list  of  birds  that  I  have  found 
breeding  within  the  city  limits  of 
Hartford,  Conn.,  sinice  April  1,  1893: 

Barred  Owl,  2  young,  Apr.  10,  1893. 

Red-shouldered  Hawk,  3  eggs,  Apr. 
23,  1893. 

Red-shouldered  Hawk,  2  eggs.  Apr. 
20,  1894. 

Bluebird,  4  eggs,  May  1,  1894. 

Brown  Thrasher,  5  eggs,  May  10, 
1894. 

Robin,   4   eggs,  May  10,   1894. 

iSwamp  Sparrow,  3  eggs.  May  11, 
1894. 

Flicker,  G  eggs,  May  11,  1894. 

Purple  Crackle,  4,  5  and  G  eggs.  May 
16,  1894. 

Rose-*breasted  Grosbeak,  4  eggs, 
May  20,  1894. 

Phoebe,  5  eggs,  1  Cowbird  egg,  May 
20,    1894. 

Wilson's  Thrush,  4  eggs,  'May  20,  22 
and  25,  1894. 

Yellow  Warbler,  4  eggs,  1  to  3  Cow- 
bird's,  May  16  to  June  10,  1894. 

Black-billed  Cuckoo,  4  eggs,  May  22, 
1894. 


Least   Flycatcher,    4    eggs,   May   22, 
1894. 

Meadow    Lark,  4  and  5  eggs,  jMay    22, 
to  July  31,  1894. 

Orchard  Oriole,  4  and  5   eggs.  May 
23,    1894. 

Red-winged  Blackbird,  4  and  5  eggs. 
May  25  to  June  10,  1894. 

Baltimore  Oriole.  4  to  G  eggs,  May 
25  to  June  15,  1894. 

Yellow-billed   Cuckoo,   3   eggs,   June 
1  :•,   1S94. 

Wood  Duck,  6  young,  June  10,  1894. 
Field  Sparrow,  4  eggs,  June  13,  1894. 
Chipping  Sparrow,  4  eggs,  June  17, 
18D4. 

Kingbird,    3    and    4    eggs,    June    25, 
1C0<. 

Am.    Crew,     G    eggs,    April    13      to 
28,  1895. 

Cowbird,  3  eggs  in  Least  Flycatch- 
?-.'s  nest.  May  19,  1895. 

Maryland    Yellow-throat,      4      eggs, 
May  19,  1895. 

Song  Sparrow,  4  eggs,  May  19.  1895. 
Catbird,  5  eggs.  May  25,  1895. 
Savannah  Sparrow,  5  eggs.  May  31, 
1SD.5. 

Spotted   Sandpiper,   3    and   4     eggs, 
Juno   9,   1895. 

Bank  iSwallows,  4  and  5  eggs,  June 
9,  1895. 

Vesper   Sparrow,    4    eggs.     May     4, 
1896. 

Yellow-breasted   Chat,    4    eggs.    May 
30,   1896. 

Indigo  Bunting,   4   eggs,     June     13, 
1897. 

Sparrow   Hawk,    5   eggs.     May      14, 
1898. 

Bobalink,  5  eggs,  June  5,  1898. 
Screech  Owl,  4  eggs,  April  20,  1899. 
Chestnut-sided     Warbler,     4     eggs, 
June   10,    1899. 

Yellow-throated  Vireo,  3  eggs,  June 
i:-,  19C0. 

Wood   Pewee,    3    young,     June     20, 
IC'tlJ. 

White-eyed    Vireo,    4    eggs,    1    Cow- 
blr  1,  May  25,  1901. 
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War'Wing  Vireo,  4  eggs,  June  10, 
1902. 

Am.  Redstart,  4  eggs,  ;May  24,  190:3. 

Blue  Jay,  5  eggs,  May  25,  1"90'3. 
House  Wren,  6  eggs.  May  30,  1904. 

Amc.  Goldfinch,  5  eggs,  July  27, 
1904. 

White-breasted  Nuthatch,  6  eggs, 
May  2,  1905. 

Purple  Finch,  4  eggs,  May  30,  190"). 

Cedar  Waxwing,  4  eggs,  June  19, 
1905. 

Downy  Woodpecker,  5  young,  June 
20.  1905. 

Rough-winged  Swallow,  5  young. 
June  28,  190o. 

Purple  Martins,  5  or  6  small  colon- 
ies. 

Chimney  Swifts,  4  and  5  eggs,  June 
29,  1905. 

CLIFFORD   M.    CASE. 

Mr.  Case's  list  is  remarkably  com- 
plete to  ibe  found  within  the  limits 
of  one  of  our  eastern  cities  breeding. 

There  must  be  some  almost  de- 
serted, overgrown  waste  ground  with- 
in Hartford's  limits  or  he  would  hard- 
ly have  found  Chestnut-sided  War- 
bler.—ED. 


"A   Day's  Collecting." 


The  day  was  the  27th  of  April,  1902. 
It  was  a  model  day  of  spring,  every- 
thing was  awake  and  doing  some- 
thing. The  bees  were  buzzing  about, 
the  butterflies  flying  from  flower  to 
flower,  and  the  hirds  all  singing.  It 
all  combined  together  to  make  one's 
heart  leap  with  ecstacy. 

We  finally  started,  about  9  a.  m. 
The  first  part  of  our  trip  took  us  up 
a  steep  grade,  and  then  through  a 
small  grove,  then  it  drops  into  a  val- 
ley (site  of  the  Escondido  Irrigation 
District's  Reservoir),  which  is  quite 
a  lake,  being  over  a  mile  long  when 
filled  with  water.  In  the  upper  part 
of  this  reservoir,  where  it  is  shallow, 
willows   and   weeds   grow    up,   and   af- 


ford   fine    nesting    places    for    Black- 
birds and  San  Diego  Song  Sparrows. 

Here,  we  made  our  first  stop,  and 
collected  a  few  sets  of  Bi-colored 
Black-ibird;  the  nests  were  usually  in 
willows  or  weeds,  and  composed  of 
weeds  and  sedges  woven  together  and 
lined  with  fine  weed  stems.  The  sets 
as  a  rule  consisted  of  three  eggs,  tho' 
sets  of  four  were  not  uncommon  and 
one  set  of  five  was  secured. 

After  leaving  this  place  behind 
about  a  mile,  we  arrived  in  sight  fo 
our  first  Hawk  nest.  This  was  a 
nest  of  the  Western  Red-tail  Hawk 
(Bueto  Borealis  Calurus)  and  was  sit- 
uaterl  in  the  top  of  a  Red  Oak.  near- 
ly 50  feet  from  the  ground.  It  con- 
tained tvv'o  eggs,  laying  on  a  soft  lin- 
ing of  dead  oak  bark  and  feathers. 
They  were  slightly  marked  with  gold 
and  tinged  toward  lavender.  Incu- 
bation, I  should  judge  was  about  one- 
half  advanced.  The  nest  was  an  old 
one  built  some  years  before. 

When  returning  to  our  rig,  I  saw 
a  nest  of  the  California  Bushtit 
(psaltryip  arus  minimum  Californicus) 
swing  from  the  end  of  an  oak  limb 
and  looked  like  a  great  swarm  of  hees, 
(we  having  'been  surprised  once  pre- 
vious in  the  day,  mistaking  a  swarm 
of  bees  for  a  nest),  but  this  was  the 
real  article  and  contained  six  fresh, 
white  eggs,  in  proof  thereof.  The 
nest  was  ten  feet  up  and  made  of 
oak  blossoms  and  inner  fibre  of 
weeds,  and  lined  abundantly  with 
feathers. 

Driving  on  a  mile  and  a  half,  we 
came  to  a  canyon  that  contained  the 
next  pair  of  Red-Tails.  We  hitched 
our  horse  to  a  fence  post,  and  pro- 
ceeded on  down  the  canyon  afoot.  A 
little  distance  we  observed  a  Desert 
Sparrow  Hawk  (Falco  Sparverius 
Deserti  colos)  flying  around  in  the" 
air,  screaming  as  if  he  might  have  a 
nest  nearby,  but  we  were  unable  to 
locate  it. 
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'Not  far  from  this  we  discovered  a 
Bushtit's  nest  in  a  Red  Oalc  sapling, 
15  feet  up.  This  was  a  queer  appear- 
ing nest,  'being  made  of  oalv  blossoms 
nearly  entirely,  thus  giving  it  a  rud- 
dy hue.  The  nest  contained  seven 
badly  incubated  eggs,  laid  on  a  soft 
lining  of  feathers. 

Farther  on  we  found  a  Hawk's  nest, 
which  had  the  appearance  of  having 
been  repaired  this  season,  and  upon 
throwing  a  sticlv  up  at  the  nest,  the 
female  Hawk  left  the  nest,  which  was 
45  feet  up  in  a  dead  Red  Oak.  I  was 
agreeably  surprised  to  find  it  con- 
tained three  heavily  marked  eggs. 
The  set  was  about  one-half  incubated. 

Leaving  this  place  we  soon  arrived 
in  Guyito.  This  place  is  a  long  val- 
ley surrounded  by  rolling  hills,  cov- 
ered with  white  oaks  and  brush. 
These  foothills  are  cut  through  in 
places  where  a  small  stream  finds  its 
way  down  into  the  valley.  In  these 
small  streams,  you  will  find  the  lar- 
gest trees,  mostly  oak  and  sycamore 
and  here  is  the  place  you  want  to  look 
for  birds  of  most  any  species. 

In  a  grove  of  White  Oak  trees  we 
found  a  coloy  of  Brewer's  Black-birds 
nesting.  Their  nests  were  situated  in 
the  oaks  from  10  to  40  feet  up  and 
made  of  sticks  and  twigs  and'  dried 
mud,  lined  with  horse  hair.  We  did 
not  take  an  yas  we  expected  to  get 
some  further  on  that  were  easier  to 
secure. 

Not  far  from  here  we  again  tied  our 
horse  and  started  up  a  promising 
looking  canyon.  We  had  not  gone 
far  before  we  passed  a  Hawk's  nest 
in  a  large  Red  Oak  tree,  but  it  con- 
tained nothing.  Further  on  we  came 
to  an  old  deserted  house  and  on  the 
side  of  it  we  found  a  nest  of  the  Black 
Phoebe. 

This  nest  contained  five  fresh  eggs, 
two  of  the  eggs  'being  marked  with  a 
few  red  spots  on  the  larger  ends.  The 


nest  was  made  of  mud  and  lined  with 
horse  hair.  In  sight  of  this  house 
and  not  50  yards  away,  we  noticed  a 
large  nest  in  the  top  of  a  red  oak,  and 
upon  approaching,  the  female  left  the 
nest  screaming  and  was  soon  joined 
by  her  mate,  and  they  kept  up  a  con- 
tinued screaming  while  I  climbed  to 
the  nest,  which  was  50  feet  up  in  a 
triple  crotch.  This  was  a  new  nest 
built  this  season,  and  lined  with  fine 
oak  bark  thrashed  out  and  feathers. 
The  eg'gs  were  three  in  number,  slight- 
ly marked  with  golden,  and  quite 
heavi'y  with  lavender.  Incubation 
fi-esh. 

In  an  oak  sapling  not  far  off,  we 
found  a  crow's  nest  made  entirely  of 
sage  brush,  which  contained  five 
you.ig.  Five  more  ugly  creatures 
would  have  been  hard  to  find.  They 
being  black  entirely,  head  and  all. 
Going  back  down  the  canyon  we 
found  an  old  crow  nest  that  looked 
as  though  it  was  inhabited,  for  it 
had  dc'wny  featherg  hanging  from  the 
edge  of  the  nest.  Climbing  to  it  I 
had  gotten  right  under  it  and  was 
just  peeping  over  the  edge  when  an 
old  Am.  Long-eared  Owl  flopped  off, 
disclosing  four  fresh  eggs  laid  on  a 
bed  of  oak  leaves.  The  old  Owl  made 
quite  a  fuss  about  my  taking  her  eggs, 
but  it  did  no  good. 

Riding  on  from  this  place  for  quite 
a  distance  we  came  to  .a  small  tree, 
with  a  dead  stub  in  the  top  of  it,  and 
u]:on  arriving  near  we  were  surprised 
to  see  a  Desert  Sparrow  Hawk  come 
fluttering  out  of  it,  and  on  climhing 
to  the  stub,  found  it  was  hollow  and 
at  the  bottom  were  five  fresh  eggs. 
Only  a  small  distance  from  here  we 
can^e  u:on  another  nest  of  the  Red- 
Tail  Hawk,  but  this  only  contained 
birken  shells,  but  this  did  not  stop  the 
Hnv.ks  from  making  a  most  vicious 
figlTt,  diving  down  at  me  at  a  great 
hoi^ht.    but    always    swerving    before 
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they  struck.  This  nest  was  35  feet 
up,  and  lined  with  stubble  and  oak 
leaves. 

Riding  on  some  distance  we  came 
to  a  large  barn  and  outbuildings.  Here 
a  large  colony  of  Cliff  Swallows  were 
forming  their  domiciles  of  mud,  un- 
der the  eaves  of  the  barn.  None  of 
the  nests  were  as  yet  finished.  But 
a  large  colony  of  Brewer's  Black-birds 
had  nests  containing  sets  of  eggs.  The 
nests  were  built  in  willows  and  were 
made  of  roots  and  sticks  stuck  to- 
gether with  mud  and  lined  with  horse 
hair.  We  also  collected  a  set  of 
Black  Phcebe,  here,  under  a 
bridge.  The  nest  was  made  of  mud, 
and  lined  with  horse  hair  and  fasten- 
ed to  a  girder.  On  the  way  home  we 
collected  a  set  of  five  fresh  eggs  of 
the  Red  Shafted  Flicker  (Colapates 
cafer)  from  a  dead  stub  near  t  he 
road. 

From  the  foregoing  notes  it  will  be 
seen  that  this  was  rather  late  for  the 
Red-tail  to  be  nesting  here,  'but  all 
these  were  second  sets,  and  most  of 
them,  as  you  will  see,  being  badly 
incubated. 

JAME-S   B.   DIXON, 

Escondido,    Calif. 


Late    Swallows   at   Philadelphia. 

The  observance  of  Swallows  in  Oc- 
tober in  the  vicinity  of  Philadelphia  is 
such  a  rare  occurrence  as  to  be  wor- 
thy of  more  than  passing  notice,  in- 
asmuch as  nowhere  in  my  search  for 
late  records  regarding  migrating 
Swallows  have  I  been  able  to  discover 
any  October  records,  excepting  of  the 
White-'bellied  Swallow,  which  usual- 
ly departs  during  this  month,  'being 
the  latest  Hirundinidae  to  leave  as 
well  as  the  earliest  to  appear  in  the 
spring. 

The  Barn  'Swallow,  prior  to  this 
year,  departed  from  this  vicinity 
(Frankford)  between  September  15-20, 
as  indicated  by  my  migration  records 
covering  ten  consecutive  years  of  ob- 
servation. This  year,  however,  prov- 
ed to  be  a  notaible  exception,  as  this 
species  lingered  here  unusually  late, 
the  last  birds  being  seen  October  10 
by  my  brother,  George. 

This  record  is  ten  days  later  than 
my  latest  record  of  previous  years — 
September  20,  1906.  The  two  birds 
that  my  brother  observed  on  October 
20,  were  previously  seen  at  the  same 
locality  on  October  2,  3,  and  4;  and 
at  the  same  place  on  the  first,  I  saw 


one  bird.  The  locality  is  the  meadows 
lying  along  the  Delaware  River  at 
Bride.sburg,  Philadelphia.  My  brother 
saw  four  Barn  Swallows  on  the  2d, 
one  of  which  he  shot,  but  mutilated 
it  too  badly  for  a  skin.  It  was  a 
young  bird  in  moult,  with  tail  slight- 
ly forked.  The  cat  got  it  before  I 
could  ascertain  its  sex  and  examine 
the  contents  of  its  stomach.  These 
records  are  undoubtedly  of  the  same 
birds,  the  odd  thing  of  the  Hirundini- 
daes,  which  was  seen  on  the  2d  day 
by  my  brother,  not  being  afterwards 
seen,  was  presumably  shot  by  some 
gunner,  who  avail  themselves  of  ev- 
ery opportunity  of  practicing  their 
markmanship  on  these  harmless 
birds. 

The  presence  of  these  birds  here  so 
late  in  the  fall,  I  attribute  to  the  ex- 
cessive warm  weather  of  (September. 
Consulting  my  note  book  under  the 
weather  entries,  I  find  that  the  weath- 
er cl  this  month  was  comparatively 
c'ear,  with  few  cloudy  and  rainy  days; 
the  minimum  and  maximum  tempera- 
ture was  65  degrees  and  77  degrees. 
The  lowest  temperature  was  registei'- 
ed  on  the  4th,  54  degrees;  and  the 
highest,  92  degrees,  on  the  10th.  But, 
during  these  birds'  stay  here,  in  the 
early  part  of  October,  they  encounter- 
ed some  cold  and  stormy  weather, 
which  failed,  however,  to  drive  them 
south  for  several  days. 

Many  gunners  also  observed  these 
birds,  and  those  intelligent  enough  to 
discern  and  know  the  difference  be- 
tween them  and  the  White-bellied 
Swallows,  commented  upon  their  un- 
usual late  presence,  and  attributed  it 
to  the  warm  September  weather  as 
I  had  done.  Some  predicted  a  mild 
winter  on  account  of  their  presence, 
but  weather  predictions  from  such 
causes,  as  well  as  many  others,  are 
never  infallible. 

On  September  29th,  1906,  four  Bank 
Swallows  were  saen  by  the  writer  at 
this  locality,  also  a  late  date,  for  this 
species  usually  departs  between  Sep- 
tember 10-20.  On  September  30,  1905, 
I  saw  a  lone  Bank  Swallow  flying 
high  up,  down  the  Delaware  River, 
behind  Petty's  Island,  N.  J. 

These  records  substitute  the  latest 
dates  for  these  two  species  of  Hirun- 
dinidae occurrence  in  the  vicinity  of 
Philadelphia  which  I  have  been  able 
to  find. 

RICHARD   F.    MILLER, 

Philadelphia,   Pa. 
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^     Oologist /bwf  years  and  "Frederick  Young," $1.40  ^ 

^      The  Oologist  4  years,  and  "Land  Birds,"  Baird,  Brewer  &  Ridg.;  ^ 

►  New  Edition,  Colored  Plates,  price  $10.00,  for  $8.60.  ^ 

►  Address  < 
t                                 ERNEST  H.  SHORT.  5 

►  Manager  Oologist  Chili,  N.Y.  < 
•  AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA  AAAAAA AAA AAAAAAAA AAAAAAAAAA • 
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The  Greatest  Offer  Ever  Made   By  a 
Publisher  in  the  History  of  the  World 

$10  0  0    ■'^SitlF    FREE 

Yes,  Absolutely  Free  with  every  Yearly  Subscription  to 

.  The    American  Farmer 

Of  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  for  one  year  and  the 

OOLOGIST 

for  2 1  months,  (Apr.    1 907,  to    Dec.    1908).     Both    Papers    and    $1000    Accident 
Insurance  Policy  with  no  other  dues  or  assessments,  for  only 


$1.00 


The  American  Farmer  is  the  only 
Literary  Farm  Journal  luhlished.  It 
fills  a  position  of  its  own  and  hasi  ta- 
ken the  leading  place  in  the  home  of 
rural  people  in  every  section  of  the 
United  States.  It  gives  the  farmer 
and  his  family  something  to  think 
about  aside  from  the  humdrum  of 
routine  dwties.  Every  issue  contains 
an  original  poem  by  Solon  L.   Goode. 

The    publishers      of      the    American 


Farmer  have  gone  to  great  expense  to 
secure  these  Accident  Policies  for  its 
readers.  It  proposes  to  have  the  big- 
gest circulation  of  any  agricultural 
journal  in  the  world.  To  this  end 
we  make  this  marvelous  offer  of  a 
Free  Limited  Accident  Policy  for 
$1,00'0  to  every  new  subscriber  to  the 
American  Farmer  and  The  Oologist, 
who  will  pay  a  year  in  advance.  The 
Policy  pays  as  follows: 


For  Loss  of  Life    $1,000.00 

For  Loss  of  Both  Eves,  meaning  entire  and  permanent  loss  of  sight  of 

both    eyes 1,000.00 

For  Loss  of  Both  Hands,  bv  actual  and  comolete  severance  at  or  above 

the   wrist    l,0'0O.0O 

For  Loss  of  Both  Feet,  by  actual  and  complete  severance  at  or  above 

the    ankle    1,000.00 

For  Loss  of  One  Hand  and  One  Foot,  by  actual  and  complete  severance 

at  or  above  the  wrist  and  ankle l.OO'O.OO 

For  Loss  of  One  Hand,  bv  actual  and  complete  severance  at  or  above 

the   wrist    250.00 

For  Loss  of  One  Foot,  by  actual  and  complete  severance  at  or  above 

the    ankle 250.00 

For  Loss  of  Onie  Eye,  meaning  entire  and  permanent  loss  of  the  sight 

of  one   eye    100.00 

If  you  will  subscribe  at  once  on  the  coupon  below,  we  will  give  you  a  year's 
siibscriiition  tn  both  papers,  in  addition  give  you  a  Free  Accident  Policy  for 
$1,000  fully  paid  for  one  year,  without  any  dues  or  assessments  of  any  kind. 
The  ijnlicy  covers  a  wide  range  of  risks,  including  death  or  injury  on  railroad 
trains  «nd  other  public  conveyances,  elevators,  trolley  cars,  etc.;  also  accidents 
on  the  high  road,  from  riding  or  driving,  automobiles,  horses,  burning  buildings, 
hold-up,  drowning,  bicycle  accidents,  etc.  $5.00  a  week  if  disabled  will  be  paid 
for  a  number  of  weeks  if  you  are  disabled  in  any  way  described  in  the  policy. 
You  can  have  the  paper  and  policy  sent  to  different  addresses  if  you  so  desire. 
— =  MAIL  THIS  TODAY  =  = 

To  The  Oologist,  Chili,  N.  Y.,  I  enclose  $1.00  for  which  send  me  the  American 
Farmer  one  year  and  Tlie  Oologist  21  months,  and  the  Limited  Accident  Insur- 
ance Policy  for  $1,000.00. 

Name    p.   O 

State    Age 

Tlie  Age  Limit  on  this  Policy  is  Between  16  and  65  Inclusive, 
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The  Worlds   Greatest  Collectors    Paper. 

For  All  Kinds  of  Collectors. 

Got  a  Camera  ? 

or  Have  You  a  Hobby  ? 

Send  ten  cents  to  the  undersigned  and  you 
will  receive  for  three  months  the  oldest 
largest  Hnd  best  collectors'  monthly  for  all 
kinds  of  Hobbies:  Natural  History  and 
American  Historical  Discoveries,  Coins. 
Stamps,  Curios,  IteJics,  Photography,  Miner- 
als, Sciences,  Illustrated  Souvenir  Post 
Cards,  llarities.  and  New  Finds  for  all  kinds 
of  Collectors. 

Over  1600  Pages  Last  Year. 
The    Philatelic  West  and  Camera  News. 

Superior  Nebraska,  U.  S.  A. 

Greatest  of  its  kind  in  the  world.  Fifty 
cents  entitles  you  to  a  year's  subscription 
and  a  free  15  word  exchange  notice  in  the 
largest  exchange  department  extant. 

This    100  Page  Illustrated   Monthly 

was  established  in  1895,  and  has  the  largest 
circulation  of  any  collector's  monthly  in  the 
world,  and  in  size  has  no  rival.  .More  ads.  in 
the  West  than  in  all  other  American  Phil- 
atelic monthlies  combined.  The  best  paying 
medium  for  advertisers.  Rates  small,  re- 
sults large.  It  will  pay  you  to  write  us 
about  it.  Ic.  a  word. 
OUR  MOTTO:  "The  best  and  lots  of  it." 
Invest  10  cents  judiciously  by  sending  it  to 

L.  T.  BRODSTONE,  Publisher, 
Superior,   Nebraaka,   U.   S.  A. 

Send  five  cents  for  membership  card  to 
American  Camera  Clnb  exchange.  Over 
6000  members  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  or  50 
cents  for  one  year's  membership  to  Ameri) 
can  Historical  Cureo,  Relic  and  Natura 
History  Society.    Try  it. 

"West"  Souvenir  Post  Cards  I  Oc.  the  dozer, 
many  colors.     Try  them. 


Learn  Taxidermy. 


Naturalists,  Oologists 
and  Sportsmen  should 
all  know  how  to  correct- 
ly mount  all  kinds  of 
birds  and  animals.  WE 
TEACH  TAXIDERMY 
BY  MAIL.  Complete 
course  in  15  lessons.  This 
is  one  of  the  most  de- 
lightful and  fascinating  of  arts.  Easily 
learned.  STANDARD  METHODS.  En- 
dorsed by  all  leading  taxidermists.  Many 
of  the  best  known  naturalists  of  the  country 
are  numbered  among  our  students.  If  you 
want  to  learn  TAXIDERMY,  we  desire  to 
submitourpropusitioii  ill  full.  Send  TODAY 
for  our  new  illustrated  ('ATALO(;  and  sam- 
ple copy  of  The  TAXIDERMY  MAGAZINE. 
BOTH  FREE.  THE  N.  W.  SCHOOL  OF 
TAXIDERMY,  76  Farnara   St.,  Onaaha,  Neb 


Tho  difference  between  Hittinijand  Mljslngr  isthalif- 
fference  between  an  Accurate  and  an  Inaccurate  Arm. 
Choose  wisely— discriminate!  Get  8  STPVCNSI 
Forty  years  of  experienceis  behind  our  (rieit  an  1 

KIFLES,    PISTOLS,    SHOTGUNS 
Bifle  Telescopes,  Etc. 


Aslcyourdealerand  Insist  I  Sei.a4c  in  stauips 
on  the  STEVENS.    If  you 
c»nnot  obtain,  we  ship  di- 
rect, exfyttipftfai<i,oR 
fecelpt  ofcatalog  price. 


page  catalog  descriljlni: 
the  entire  StEVE.ns  Hue 
Profusely  Illustrated,  an  u 
contains  points  on  Slioot- 
inj,  AmmunltloB,  lite. 


Beautiful  three-colof  Alumlnuin  Hanger  will  be  for- 
warded for  10  cents  In  stamps. 

J.  STEVENS  ARMS  AND  TOOL   CO., 

PiO.  Box4ogS 
Chicopee  FAt,t,g,  Mass., U.S.  A. 


EASTER    SPECIALS. 


Mounted  Specimems. 

Great  Grey  Owl $  4  90 

Golden  Eagle,  skin  $5,  mounted 8  00 

Black  Rail,  skin  $3,  mounted  $5,  pair. ...  10  CO 

Sets  with  Data. -{rare}. 

Coue's  Flycatcher,  (nest  and  2) 1  75 

Small  White-eyed  Vireo,  4  at 3  20 

Lutescent  Warbler  (nest  and  4) 1  50 

Derby  Flycatcher,  3  at 2  00 

Long- crested  .Jay,  3  at 1  50 

Yellow-billed  Magpie,  6  at 1  20 

Duskp  Horned  Owl,  2. ,.  2  50 

Supplies. 

Book  of  best  Standard  Datas  with  stub.       35 

Water  Blower,  complete 1  75 

Full  set  of  serviceable  Drills,  5  sizes 42 

ERNEST  H.  SHORT, 

Box  173  Rochester,  N.  Y, 
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42nd  Thousand  !       42nd  ! 
BIRD    GUIDE. 

BY  CHESTER   A.  REED,  S.  B. 

Author  of   North   American  Birds  Eggs,  and  with  Frank  M.  Chapman  of  Color  Key  to  North  American    Birds 
Editor  of  the  American  Bird  Magazine. 

This  is  a  popular  pocket  guide  and  text  book  to  ALL  THE  LAND  BIRDS  EAST 
OF  THE  ROCKIES,  from  tiie  Parrots  to  the  Bluebirds.     It  is  prepared  especially  for 

teachers  and  students,  after  years  of  study  as  to  their 
needs.  It  has  the  following  points  of  superiority  over 
any  other  Bird  Book: 

COLORED  ILLUSTRATIONS.— Every  bird  is 
shown  in  natural  colors,  including  females  and  young 
when  they  differ. 

SCOPE. —^liMhe  land  birds  east  of  the  Rockies 
are  included.  It  gives  the  range  and  habit  of  each 
bird,  their  songs  as  nearly  as  they  can  be  written,  and 
description  of  their  ne>ts  and  eggs. 

SMALL  SIZE. — It  can  easily  be  carried  in  the 
pocket,  measuring  but  3x5  inches.  200  pages,  bound 
in  flexible  sock  cloth  or  leather.  We  have  made  the 
price  of  the  book  as  low  as  possible  considering  the 
good  workmanship  and  material  that  is  used.  It  is  so 
low  that  anyone  can  afford  it,  but  no  one  can  afford  to 
be  without  it. 

IT  NAMES  THE  BIRDS  FOR.  YOU 

Bound  in  flexible  sock  cloth,  postpaid 

SO  CE  NTS 

Five  cloth  bound  copies  for  $2.00  postpaid 

Bound  in  flexible  leather,  75cts.     Five  copies  for  $3.00  postpaid. 

We  want  agents  in  every  city,  town  and  school.  Good  commissions. 
Send  for  prospectus  of  Bird  Books  and  sample  copy  of  the  AMERICAN 
BIRD  MAGAZINE. 


CHAs.  K.  ree:d, 


WORCESTER.,  MASS. 


The  Oologist. 

A  MONTHLY  PUBLICATION  DEVOTED  TO 

OOLOGY.  ORNITHOLOGY  AND  TAXIDERMY. 


WANTS,  FOR  SALES  AND  EXCHANGES, 

Brief  Special  announcements  "Wants,"  "Exchanges,"  "For  Sales,"  inserted  in  this  de- 
partment for  25  cents  per  25  words.  Notices  over  25  words  charged  at  the  rate  of  1-2  cent  for 
each  additional  word.    No  notice  inserted  for  less  than  25  cents.    Terms,  cash  with  order. 

Strictly  first-class  specimens  will  be  accepted  in  payment  at  1-3  list  rates. 


Vol.  XXIV.    No.  5. 


ALBION,  N.  Y.,  MAY,  1907. 


Whole  No.  238 


Take  Notice. 

Examine  the  number  following  your  name 
on  the  wrapper  of  this  month's  Oologist.  It 
denotes  when  your  subscription  expired  or 
will  expire. 

Remember  we  must  be  notified  if  you  wish 
paper  discontinued  and  all  arrearages  must 
be  paid. 

209  your  subscription  expired  Dec.  1904 
238  your  subscription  expires  with  this  issue 
245    •  "  "  "         Dec,  1907 

257    "  "  "  "         Dec,  1908 

Intermediate  numbers  can  easily  be  deter- 
mined. If  we  have  you  credited  wrong  we 
wish  to  rectify. 

Entered  as  second-class  matter  December 
21,  1903,  at  the  post  oflace  at  Albion,  N.  Y., 
under  the  Act  of  Congress  of  March  .3,  ls79. 

ENGLISH  CAVIES.— Black,  buff,  silver- 
grey,  red  and  white  and  red  Absynnians. 
Also  Brown  Leghorn  Cockerels  and  registered 
Shropshire  ram  lambs.  Will  exchange  for 
A.  No.  1  sets,  choice  Indian  relics,  bird  books 
or  cash.    FRANK  H.  LATTIN,  Albion.  N.Y, 

OFFER  first  class  bright  showy  exotic 
butterflies  either  spread  or  papered  for  first 
class  skins,  rare  eggs  in  sets  or  splendid 
mineral  crystals.  Data  essential.  Will  pur- 
chase perfect  butterflies  from  the  West. 
LEVI  W.  MENGEL,  Boys'  High  School,^ 
Reading,  Pa. 

WANTED. -The  coming  season.  A.  I. 
authentic  sets  of  10,  36,  81,  82,  124,  204,  299,  334a, 
345.  352a,  372,  379,  660,  662,  664,  672,  749.  Offer 
Loons,  Albatross,  Ducks  and  (ieese.  Raptorcs 
as  Kites,  Eagles,  Grey  Gyr.  Falcons  or  dol- 
lars if  you  want  them.  Reliable  collectors 
write.    A.  E.  PRICE.  Grant  Park,  111. 

WANT.— Eggs  in  sets  and  good  Indian 
relics.  I  offer  eggs,  shells  and  showy  mount- 
ed butterflies.  ERNEST  H.  SHORT,  Box  173, 
Rochester,  N,  Y. 

WANTED-For  cash,  skins  of  Albino  birds 
or  mammals,  rare  nests,  eggs  and  skins, 
Eskimo  Carlew  in  particular.  Nesting  sites 
of  all  birds  that  preedin  holes  or  cavities  in 
trees.  Quote  anything  of  the  sort  you  may 
have  to  offer.  JOHN  LEWIS  CHILDS 
Floral  Park,  N.  Y.  Dec.  t.  f. 


ee-  NOTICE.- We  will  give  the  "Oologist* 
for  Four  Years  or  75c  in  cas/i  for  every  copy 
of  "Oologist"  for  June  1888,  Vol.  VI.  No.4. 
sent  us  in  good  condition.  Will  give  3  years, 
or  50c  for  April,  1889.  Address,  Manager 
Oologist.  Chili.  N.  Y. 

Hand  Egg  Blow-pipe  for  blowing  all  fresh 
and  incubated  eggs.  A  very  useful  instru- 
ment. Invaluable  with  water-blower.  En- 
dorsed by  a  great  many  Oologists  and  col- 
lectors through  the  United  States  and  Can- 
ada. Satisfaction  guaranteed.  Sent  post- 
paid with  directions  for  $1.00.  DOCTOR  jM. 
T.  CLECKLEY,  457  Greene  Street,  Augusta. 
Ga.  Jan.  t.  f. 

LANTERN  SLIDES.-A  lot,  many  2nd 
grade  (a  little  dense  or  thin),  all  fair,  some 
very  good  for  best  cash  or  exchange  offer. 
B.  S.  BOWDISH,  Deraarest,  N.  Y. 

FOR  SALE.— My  collection  of  Indian 
Relics,  Curios,  Prehistoric  Stones,  Pottery, 
War  Relics,  etc.  Send  stamp  for  catalogue. 
100  large  American  cents.  J.  B.  LEWIS, 
Petaluma.  Calif. 

I  WILL  exchange  for  others  first  class  in 
sets.  No.  1 1-3,  29  1-1,  86b  1-1, 120a  1-4, 120c  3-4, 
121  2-3, 122  3-4  2-3. 123  1-4, 123b  3-4, 126  1-4,  128  1-1. 
131 1-8, 133  1-6,  202  1-1  chip,  312  1-2,  313  1-2,3141-2.. 
360  1-1,  339  1-3,  333  1-3,  390  1-1,  388  1-2,  474  1-2. 
443  l-.i,  467  1-4,  540  1-4,  591  1-2,  594  1-4.  598  1-1. 
596  1-2,  600  1-2,  622b  1-4,  619  1-4,  631  1-4,  220  1-6. 
English  Phesarit  1-6,  293  1-9,  329 1-1  large  hole. 
African  Ostrich  4.  J.  B.  LEWIS,  Petaluma. 
Calif.  ^ 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS.-I  have  recently 
located  in  South  Dakota  and  will  be  pleased 
to  hear  from  my  old  correspondents  and  any 
new  ones  who  desire  choice  sets  from  this 
locality.  W.  H.  BINGAMAN,  Ash  Creek- 
Stanley  Co.,  South  Dakota. 

CLEARANCE  SALE. -Send  stamp  for  lists 
of  coins,  Indian  relics,  curios,  shells,  crusta- 
ceans, minerals,  skins  and  mounted  birds. 
Which?  CHARLES  E.  PHILLIPS.  Taunton, 
Mass. 

I  DESIRE  a  chance  to  exchange  for  your 
good  and  rare  sets  this  season  and  will  have 
a  choice  list  for  you  to  select  from.  FRED 
M.  DILLE,  307  Continental  Bldg.,  Denver, 
Colo. 
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SELLING  OUT  CHEAP  FOR  CASH  — 
Choice  cabinet  sets,  sets  with  nests  and 
singles,  with  full  and  accurate  data,  from  the 
United  States,  Canada  and  Mexico.  Stamp 
for  list.  Satisfaction  guaranteed.  DR.  ]SL  T. 
CLEOKLEY,  -157  Greene  St.,  Augusta,  Ga. 

AUK  AND  NUTTALL'S  BULLETIN  com- 
plete  for  $100.  Auk  1884-1905.  22  vols,  com- 
plete. All  except  last  are  finely  bound  in 
cloth.  Nuttal's  Bulletin  complete  in  8  vols., 
bound.    J.  L.  CHILDS,  Floral  Park,  N.  Y. 

WANTED.— Perfect  copy  of  Baird.  Brewer 
and  Ridgeway's  "Land  Birds"  (three  vol.) 
and  "Water  Birds"  (two  volumes),  all  with 
colored  plates.  Quote  lowest  cash  price, 
carrying  charges  prepaid,  to  G.  H.  MESSEN- 
GER, Atlantic,  Iowa. 

FOR  SALE. -Albin's  "Natural  History  of 
Birds."  Three  large  volumes,  300  hand 
colored  plates.  London,  1738,  a  rare  old  book 
in  good  condition.  THOMAS  H.  JACKSON, 
304  N.  Franklin  St.,  West  Chester.  Pa. 

FIRST  CLASS  Taxidermy  work  done  in 
exchange  for  skins  of  Shore;  Marsh  and  game 
birds.  Also  Hawks  and  Owls.  Correspond- 
ence solicited.  E.  R.  ADAMS,  Box  196  Can- 
ton, Mass. 

WANTED.— Mounted  birds  and  skins, 
Indian  Relics,  Butterflies,  Moths  and  large 
Beetles.  GEO.  A.  STRAUSS,  West  Alexan- 
der, Pa. 

FOR  SALE  OR  EXCHANGE. -Mounted 
bird,  bird  skins,  eggs  in  sets  and  singles. 
Will  exchange  bird  skins,  any  eggs  for  bird 
skins,  mounted  birds  for  sets  or  first  class 
bird  skins.  Send  full  list.  JESSE  T.  CRA- 
VEN,  572  Hubbard  Ave..  Detroit,  Mich. 

WILL  GIVE  good  exchange  for  flying  squir- 
rels, females,  with  young  preferred,  also  for 
reds,  chipmunks  and  other  small  mammals. 
Young  mink,  beaver  and  otter  greatly  desired 
Box  P\  Rowley,  Mass. 

Wanted  Alive. 

Duck  Hawk,  Pigeon  Hawk,  Gos- 
hawk or  Cooper's.  Wild  caught 
bird  prefered  to  nestUng  if  flight 
feathers  are  uninjured.  Must  be 
in  good  condition.  Will  give  good 
exchange  in  sets  or  fair  cash  price. 
Can  also  use  certain  Turtles,  Snakes 
and  Lizards  from  the  south  and 
west  (alive)  in  exchange   for   sets. 

Offer  first  class  North  American 
sets  A.  O.  U.  Nos.  13,  27,  30,  40, 
70,  72,  106,  117,  118,  130,  154,  159, 
263,  528,  554  and  many  others  for 
strictly  first  class  sets  of  birds  of 
prey  only. 


Box  F. 


Rowley,  Mass. 


Mounted  Birds. 


5  female  Costa  Hummingbird  each  with 
n-2,  each $2  25 

2  female  Allen's  Hummingbirds,  each 
with  nest  1-2,  each 2  25 

1  female  Rufus  Hummingbird,  n-2 3  00 

2  male  Rufus  Hummingbirds,  each 1  25 

1  female  Anna  Hummingbirds,  nest  and 

2  eggs 1  90 

7  male  Cal.  Purple  Finches,  each 1  00 

1  male  Cedar  Waxwing 1  00 

1  female  Cal.  Towhee 1  25 

2  male  Golden-crowned  Sparrow,  each  . .  1  35 

SKINS. 

2  Samuels  Song  Sparrow,  each $    50 

3  male  Black-headed  Grosbeak,  each 40 

2  Townsend's  Fox  Sparrow,  each 40 

10  male  and  female  Guatamala  Hum- 
mingbirds, each 1  25 

1  male  Anna  Hummingbird 65 

3  male  Callidjie  Hummingbird,  each 75 

1  male  Allen's  Hummingbird 75 

1  male  Hulits  Hummingbird 75 

2  male  Icterus  Pustulatus  Mex.,  each 65 

2  male  Nanno  chilus  1.  pacificus  Mex., 

each 65 

2  male  Brachyspiza  c  peruviensis  C.  A. 

each 65 

1    female    Melozone    Biarcuatum    Cen. 

Amer 65 

1  male  Amophila  acuminata  Mex 65 

1  female  Heleodytes,  humiles,  Mex 65 

1  male  Vireo  sylvia  flavovirides  Mex..  75 
1  female  Ptalogomys  C.  molybdophanes 

Mex 75 

1  male  Cissilopha  melanocyanea,  C.  A. . .      75 

1  Botaurias  pacciloptilius,  Aust 1  00 

1  male  Larus  Dominicamis.  Aust 1  00 

1  each  male  and  female  Willow  Ptarmigan 

Alaska,  each  150 

1  Crowned  Pigeon  (Goura  Coronata 7  50 

1  Macaw,  N.S.  Wales 2  50 

SETS  WITH  NEST  AND  SKIN. 

1  skin,  female,  nest  andlI2  eggs  Anna 
Hummingbird $1  25 

12  skins,  female,  each  with  nest  and  eggs, 
Allen's  Hummingbird,  each 1  75 

1-2  and  nest,  Costa  Hummingbird 90 

1-2  and  double  nest.  Allen's  Humming- 
bird   1  00 

25  sets,  2  eggs  each  and  nesf  Allen's  Hum- 
mingbird, each  set 90 

4  sets,  2  eggs  each  and  nest,  Rufus  Hum- 
mingbird, each  set 1  65 

1  set,  extra  fihe  nest  Rufus  Hummingbird  1  90 
1  set  3  eggs,  fine  nest  and  branch  of  Acacia 

Ark  Goldfinch 65 

2-2  set  and  fine  nests,  large  piece  branch 

oak.  each,  express  purcher's  expense. .  45 
.S-2  set  and  nest,  Anna  Hummingbirds, 

each 65 

1  set,  1  egg  and  nest  Anna  Hummingbird  40 
1-2  set,  no  nest,  Anna  Hummingbird,  sets     50 

All  specimens  listed  are  from  collection  of 
the  late  Walter  E.  Bryant,  and  with  a  few 
exceptions  foreign  skins  were  all  collected 
by  him. 

Part  ies  wanting  books,  magazines  or  mono- 
graph on  Oology,  Ornithology  and  Mammals 
send  stamp  for  full  list,  if  you  mean  to  buy. 
I  )on't  send  to  satisfy  your  curiosity  as  I  have 
only  a  few  copies  and  want  them  to  go  to 
parties  that  will  buy. 

H.   F.  DUPREY, 

9  I  9  Morgan  St.  Santa  Rosa.  Cal. 
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vliles 
Anti=Paln  Pills 

ure  Headache 

Almost  instantly  and  leave  no  bad  effects. 
They  also  relieve  every  other  pain,  Neural- 
gia, Rheumatic  Pain,  Sciatica,  Backache, 
Stomach  ache,  Ague  Pains,  Pains  from  in- 
jury,  Bearing-down  pains.  Indigestion,  Diz- 
ziness, Nervousness  and  Sleeplessness 


Prevent 
All=Aches 


3y  taking  one  or  two  Dr.  Miles  Anti-Pain 
Pills  when  you  feel  an  attack  coming  on. 
You  not  only  avoid  suffering,  but  the  weak- 
ening influence  of  pain  upon  the  system.  If 
nervous,  irritable  and  cannot  sleep  take  a 
tablet  on  retiring  or  when  you  awaken. 
This  soothing  influence  upon  the  nerves 
brings  refreshing  sleep. 

2<;  doses,  25  cents     Never  sold  in  bulk. 
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STILL    LEADING 

FIFTH  EDillON  LATTIN'8  STANDARD  CATALOGUE  OF 
North  American   Birds   Eggs 

With  Oologist  One  Year,  Both  for  50c. 


Compiled  by  Frank  H.  Lattin  and 
Ernest  H.  Short,  with  the  assistance 
of  many  prominent  American  Oolo- 
gi&t3. 

A  Complete  Up-to-date  Check  List 
of  North  American  Birds,  including 
Introduced  Species,  g-iving  correct  ex- 
change values  on  all  species  whose 
eggs  are  procurable  at  this  time.  Ar- 
ranged according  to  A.   O.   U.   Xome- 


clature,  but  giving  Ridgway's  and 
Cones'  numbers  also.  Printed  on 
one  side  cf  page  only  leaving  it  in 
convenient  form  for  making  notes  in 
or  using  for  labelling  purposes. 
Bound  in  light  board  covers.  Neat  in 
style.  Handy  in  shape  (just  goes  in- 
to  full  government  envelope). 

Postpaid  25c  each.    Six  for  $1.25. 


Address  ERNEST  H.  SHORT,  Manager  Oologist,  Chili,  N.  Y. 


FOR  SALE  OR  EXCHANGE.  -  English 
and  Abyssinian  Cavies.  Homing  Pigeons, 
Foreign  and  United  States  Coins.  Book  on 
breeding  Skunks. oUc.  Tanning  Process  will 
tan  large  or  small  Pelts  very  soft.  Some 
sets.    ALMON  KIBBE,  Mayville,  N.  Y. 


ALARM  WATCH. 

Just  what  every  ornithologist,  camper  or 
early  riser  needs.  Swiss  movement,  gun 
metal  case,  stem  wind  and  set,  good  time 
keeper.  Price  $7.00.  Stop  watch  same  quality 
$14.00.    Sent  postpaid  on  receipt  of  price. 

SEABOARD  SUPPLY  CO. 
17  William  Street,  New  York, 


Mammals. 

First  class  scientific  skins,  with  full  data 
and  skulls  separate,  for  cash.  Five  spades 
So.  Cal.  chipmunKS,  $:i.OO;  three  of  Gophers. 
$1.50;  two  of  kangaroo  rats,  $1.50;  seven  of 
white  footed  mice.  $;i.OO;  three  of  wood  rats, 
$2.25.  A  collection  of  22  So.  Cal.  species  $17.00. 
Also  many  rarities.  All  authoritatively 
named  and  postpaid. 

J.GRINNELL. 
576  N.  M  arengo  Ave.,  Pasadena,  Calif. 


THE     CONDOR 

A    Bi-Monthly    Magazine    of    Western 
Ornithology 

Edited  by  J.  GRINNELL. 

"The  photographic  illustrations 
are  worth  the  price  of  subscription." 
alone  are  worth  the  price  of  subscrip- 
tion."— The   Critic. 

The  Condor  begins,  with  1907,  Its 
ninth  volume.  A  special  feature  of  this 
volume  includes  in  each  issue,  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  series  of  remarkable 
photographs  of  wild  birds  by  Mr.  H. 
L.  Bohlman  and  Mr.  W.  L.  Finney. 

SPECIAL   OFFER: 

Bohlman,  is  enabled  to  offer  anyone 
sending  One  Dollar  and  Fifty  Cents 
for  a  NEW  subscription  for  one  year, 
and  mentioning  this  offer,  a  5x7  un- 
mounted, copyrighted  photograph  of 
bird    life. 

OR,  a  copy  of  November,  1906  issue 
and  Vol.  9.  1907,  complete,  for  $1.50. 
Subscription  $1.50.     Sample  Copy  30c. 

H.  T.  CLIFTON,   Business   Manager, 
P.  0.  Box  404,  -  Pasadena,  Cal. 
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Albion,  N.  Y.   May,  1907. 


Whole  No.  238 


THE    OOLOGIST, 

A    Monthly   Publication    Devoted    to 

OOLOGY,  ORNITHOLOGY  AND  TAXI- 
DERMY. 

FRANK    H.    LATTIN,    Publisher, 

ALBION,    N.    y. 

ERNEST    H.     SHOKT,     Editor    and    Manager. 

Correspondence    and    items    of    interest    to    the 

atndent  of  Birds,  their  Nests  and  Eggs,  solicited 

from    all. 

TERMS    OF    SUBSCRIPTION  : 

Single    subscription 50c    per    annun? 

Sample   copies 5c  each 

The   above    rates   Include   payment   of   postage. 

Each  subscriber  is  given  a  card  good  for  a 
Want,  Exchange  or  For  Sale  Notice.  (This  card 
Is  redeemable  at  any  time  within  one  year  from 
date  thereon.) 

Subscriptions  can  begin  with  any  number. 
Back  numbers  of  the  OOLOGIST  can  be  fur- 
nished at  reasonable  rates.  Send  stamp  for  de- 
scriptions   and    prices. 

Remember  that  the  publisher  must  be  noti- 
fied by  letter  when  a  subscriber  wishes  his  pa- 
per  stopped,    and    all    arrearages    must    be    paid. 

ADVERTISING    RATES: 

5  cents  per  nonpareil  line  each  Insertion. 

12  lines  in  every  inch.  Seven  inches  in  a  col- 
umn,   and   two   columns   to   the   page. 

Nothing  inserted  for  less  than  25  cents.  No 
"special  rates,"  5  cents  per  line  is  "net,"  "lock 
bottom,"  "inside,"  "spot  cash"  rate  from  which 
there  Is  no  deviation  and  no  conmilssion  to 
agents.  If  you  wish  to  use  5  lines  or  less  spafe 
It  will  cost  you  25  cents;  100  lines,  $5.00;  1000 
lines,  $50.  "Trade"  (other  than  cash)  adver- 
tisements will  be  accepted  by  special  arrange- 
ment only  and  at  rates  from  double  to  five  times 
cash  rates.  Due  Bills  and  Cards  payable  in  ad- 
▼ertising  will  be  honored  only  at  legular  rates 
in  force  at  the  date  of  issuance  of  said  bill  or 
card. 

Remittances  should  be  made  by  Draft,  Ex- 
press or  Postofl3ce  Money  Order.  Registered 
LiCtter  or  Postal  Note.  Unused  U.  S.  Postage 
Stamps  of  any  denomination  will  be  accepted 
for  sums  under  one  dollar.  Make  Money  Or- 
ders and  Drafts  payable  and  address  all  sub- 
scriptions   and    communications    to 

ERNEST    H.    SHORT,     Editor    aad    Manager, 
Chili,    Monroe    Co..    N.    Y. 


FIND    MASTODON    ON     ICE. 


Huge  Monster,  Preserved  Intact,  Will 
Be  Exhibited  at  the  Great  Yukon 
Exposition — A    Perfect    Specimen. 


Seattle,     Wash.,     April       6. — When 
warm    weather    comes    again    a    party 


of  men  with  well-developed  domes 
of  thought  is  going  to  take  out  of 
cold  storage  the  largest  and  the  old- 
est piece  of  meat  ever  preserved  in 
this  manner.  They  will  be  strength- 
ened for  their  work  by  roasts  from 
this  wonderful  bit  of  cold  storage 
preservation  and  will  bring  back  to 
civilization  enough  to  prove  the  al- 
most unbelievable  stories  they  will 
tell. 

The  particular  piece  of  meat,  which 
is  to  be  taken  out  of  cold  storage 
shortly,  after  the  robins  nest  again,  is 
a  mastodon,  which  was  discovered 
incased  in  ice  in  the  Cleary  Creek 
region  of  Alaska  late  last  summer. 
The  proposition  Is  to  induce  this 
monster  to  yield  up  its  hide,  hair  and 
bones  for  exhibition  at  the  Alaskan- 
Yukon-Pacific  Exposition,  to  be  held 
at  Seattle,  Wash.,  year  after  next. 

The  flesh  will  be  eaten,  as  it  is  not 
considered  practical  to  preserve  it 
with  embalming  fluid  by  the  process 
practiced  during  the  late  unpleasant- 
ness with  Spain  in  the  case  of  roast 
beef  prepared  for  the  fighting  men. 
Will    Look   as  Alive. 

Skeletons  of  the  mastodon  have 
been  reconstructed  from  scattered 
bcnes  and  exhibited  at  former  fairs, 
but  no  expO'Sition  has  had  the  big 
beast  just  as  he  looked  when  alive. 

The  Alaska-Yukon-Pacific  Exposi- 
tion will  be  held  prim^arily  for  the 
exploitation  of  Alaska. 

Late  last  summer,  while  President 
J.  E.  Chilberg  of  the  exposition  was 
at  Nome  word  was  brought  in  that 
a  complete  specimen  of  a  mammoth 
incased  in  ice  had  been  discoveded 
by  W.  E.  Thomas  on  Cleary  Creek. 
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Mr.  Chilberg  investigated  and  learn- 
ed tbat  the  specimen  was  practicallj' 
perfect,  the  flesh  and  hide  being  in- 
tact except  in  one  small  place,  where 
some  animal  had  eaten  away  a  por- 
tion of  the  flesh. 

Aside  from  the  small  hole  in  its 
back  the  animal  was  in  excellent 
shape.  It  is  probably  the  finest  ex- 
ample of  the  preservative  powers  of 
cold  storage  extant,  for  the  animal 
g'ot  caught  long  before  people  knew 
even  how  to  keep  ice  during  the  sum- 
mer months. 

Mastodon  Can   Be  Removed. 

President  Chilberg  learned  also 
that  the  mastodon  could  be  removed 
from  the  ice,  preserved  and  shipped 
to  Seattle  'at  comparatively  small 
cost. 

It  was  too  late  then  to  send  a  crew 
of  men  to  preserve  the  specimen,  but 
there  was  present  the  consolation 
that  the  approaching  cold  weather 
would  freeze  it  solidly  and  no  harm 
could  come  to   it  until   next  summer. 

Early  next  summer  Prof.  Trevor 
Kincaid,  the  zoologist  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Washington,  will  be  sent  in- 
to the  interior  of  the  northland  to 
save  every  particle  of  the  creature 
possible.  The  job  of  preserving  the 
monster  will  be  a  big  one  for  some 
taxidermist.  — Ex. 


ECONOMIC    VALUE    OF    BIRDS. 


Hawks,    (Falconidae). 


All  of  the  members  of  this  family 
are  generally  looked  upon  as  birds, 
whose  ravages  are  responsible  for 
the  loss  of  poultry  and  game  birds, 
yet  this  idea  is  held  by  many  mere- 
ly because  some  better  authority  has 
not  stepped  in  to  dispel  this  cloud  of 
imagination  and  to  shed  light  upon 
t!he  real  '•elation  of  these  birds  to 
their  surroundings.  Thus  it  is  that 
they  have  acquired  their  bad  reputa- 


tion, all  this,  simply  because  some 
people  shut  their  eyes  to  facts  and 
dub  them  all  as  "chicken  hawks,"  ir- 
respective of  species.  It  is  while  un- 
der this  impression  that  the  greatest 
slaughter  is  committed.  Many  in- 
stances have  come  under  my  notice 
both  in  Connecticut  and  other  New 
I^ns-'and  states,  which  shows  that 
killing  of  hawks  without  regard  to 
species  is  a  reality  and  not  a  fanci- 
ful deduction  from  other  facts,  and 
mt  until  it  has  been  d.;monstrated 
that  nr.{  .r.i  hawks  are  s?  black  as 
tliey  are  )  ainted  wi.l  'his  condition 
r.i  affairs  cease. 

It  is,  indeed,  true  thRt  some  species 
are  harmful  to  the  poultry  raiser  and 
subsist  largely  on  game,  and  domestic 
fowls,  and  it  is  here  that  we  should 
make  the  distinction  and  give  them 
their  due  without  burdening  the  in- 
rxcent   with  their  crimes. 

The  ill-repute  of  the  whole  hawk 
tribe  is  due  to  the  depredations  com- 
mitted by  the  Accipiters,  which,  in 
Connecticut,  are  two  in  number,  the 
Sharp  Shinned  Hawk,  (accipiter  ve- 
lox,)  and  the  rarer  species  Cooper's 
Hawk,  (Accipiter  ccoperi)  to  the  first, 
which  is  the  more  common,  let  us 
turn  our  attention.  This  bird  may 
often  be  seen  in  the  spring  and  fall 
flapping  over  the  trees  and  bushes, 
(the  haunts  of  smaller  birds.)  with 
rapid  wing-strokes,  or  gliding  along 
in  a  low  slant  over  a  meadow  fre- 
quently dodging  to  the  right  or  left 
liy  a  few  vigorous  flaps  of  its  short, 
rounded  wings,  which  motion  shows 
off  its  long  square  tail  by  which  it 
is  distinguished  from  the  Cooper's 
Hawk. 

It  feeds  upon  small  birds,  mice  and 
l)oultry  and  in  the  capture  of  the  last 
named,  is  exceeedingly  bold.  Many 
times  have  I  seen  it  plunge  into  the 
depths  of  some  tree  in  pursuit  of 
some  smaller  bird,  which  thought  to 
take    refuge    within    its    branches,    or 
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flap  away  from  some  isolated  hen- 
yard  or  door-yard  with  a  half-grown 
fowl    in    its    talons. 

Like  all  criminals,  after  commit- 
ting a  bloody  deed,  it  seems  to  strive 
to  evade  the  gaze  of  man  and  cring- 
ing from  sight,  rounds  the  trees  with 
a  zigzag  flight  for  the  nearest  wood. 

Of  the  Cooper's  Hawk  I  have  less 
complete  data;  this  quotation  from 
the  U.  S.  year  book  will  tell  its  own 
story:  '"In  nine  sto-machs  of  young 
Cooi,er's  Hawks  were  found  a  slend- 
er-billed nuthatch,  flicker,  remains  of 
a  brown  thrasher,  remains  o  fa  ruffed 
grouse,  and  a  whole  young  chicken." 
Five  of  these  hawks  were  from  one 
nest. 

Having  dealt  with  the  Accipiters 
let  us  arrange  for  trial  the  other  rep- 
resentatives of  the  hawk  family, 
among  which  are  the  Red  Tailed 
Hawk,  (Buteo  borealis,)  Marsh  Hawk 
(circus  hudsonius,)  Sparrow  Falcon, 
(Falco  sparveries,)  and  the  American 
O'sprey,  (pandion  haliaetus.)  The 
first  of  these  is  the  largest  of  our 
■h^,  ft'ks  measuring  nearly  four  feet 
from  tip  to  tip  of  wings.  On  close 
autumn  or  spring  days,  less  often  in 
summer,  it  may  be  seen  high  in  the 
air  wheeling  round  and  round  in 
great  circles  with  slow,  easy  grace 
often  spreading  its  fan  shaped  tail 
as  it  makes  a  sudden  turn  and  often 
mounting  to  such  a  height  as  to  be- 
come  invisible   to  the   unaided   ej-e. 

This  is  one  of  the  hawks  which  may 
be  counted  among  those  beneficial 
for  its  food  consists  of  mice,  rabbits 
and  other  small  rodents  together 
with  grasshoppers,  (or  locusts,)  in 
their  season.  Seldom  has  it  been 
known  to  take  poultry  and  then  only 
in  the  stress  of  great  hunger.  Al- 
though, in  Connecticut,  they  are  per- 
manent residents,  there  is  a  regular 
migration   movement  among  them. 

A  good  idea  of  the  affectiveness  of 
hawks    as    a    check    upon    the    undue 


increase  of  insects  and  rodents  may 
be  gained  by  a  study  of  the  feeding 
habits  of  the  Marsh  Hawk.  It  flies 
rapidly  over  the  ground,  at  a  low  ele- 
vation, with  quick  strokes  of  its  long 
pointed  wings,  bften  throwing  them 
up  over  its  back  as  it  halts  for  an 
instant  to  inspect  some  brush  heaps 
or  stone  pile  and  seldom  does  a  mouse 
lizard,  grasshopper  or  frog  escape  its 
notice. 

Dropping  lightly  upon  its  prey  it 
grips  it  with  both  talons,  and  then 
flies  to  some  prominent  perch  to  tear 
and  devour  it,  keeping  a  sharp  look- 
out on  bothsides. 

The  large  white  patch  on  the  rump 
serves  as  an  excellent  field  mark 
when  the  bird  is  below  the  level  of 
the  eye.  It  is  the  most  valuable  de- 
stroyers of  meadow  mice  which  we 
have,  and  its  young  are  fed  largely 
upon  them  together  with  grasshop- 
pers. 

The  Osprey,  subsisting  as  it  does 
upon  a  diet  of  fish,  exerts  no  harmful 
influence  and  may,  therefore,  be  con- 
sidered neutral. 

These  great  birds  frequent  the 
wooded  shores  of  bays,  or  inland 
lakes  and  wheel  over  the  water  in 
wait  for  fish  which  they  seize  with 
both  talons  as  they  plunge  complete- 
ly under  the  surface.  They  then  bear 
their  prey  to  some  wood  or  sheltered 
cliff  where  they  may  feast  in  securi- 
ty. The  bones,  scales,  etc.,  are  roll- 
ed into  a  compact  ball  by  action  of 
the  gizzard  and  disgorged  from  the 
mouth. 

A  study  of  the  feeding  habits  of 
this  bird  together  with  a  laboratory 
examination  of  stomach  shows  that 
they  eat  few  fish  which  are  of  food 
value. 

The  little  Sparrow  Falcon  is  fair- 
ly common  throughout  its  range  and 
on  account  of  its  small  size,  (being 
only  ten  inches  long,)  is  often  passed 
over  for  some  other  bird.     The  name 
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is  misleading  for  although  it  occas- 
sioually  takes  smaller  birds,  it  sub- 
sists largely  on  grasshoppers,  and  is 
the  most  valuable  destroyer  of  them 
among  our  birds.  The  smaller  birds, 
warblers,  flinches,  vireos,  etc.,  are 
taken  largely  during  the  migrations 
and  then,  it  seems  only  when  other 
food  is  scarce.  It  is  the  most  brilliant- 
ly colored,  and  in  all  the  most  grace- 
fully and  airy  of  the  hawks;  it  sel- 
doms  swoops  or  wheels  but  drops 
upon  its  prey  from  a  height  a  method 
of  capture  for  which  its  long  silent 
wings  are  admirably  adapted.  When 
in  the  air  the  long  tail  and  rapidly 
beating,  pointed  wings  are  character- 
istics and  on  alighting  the  wings  are 
thrown  vertically  over  the  back,  a  mo- 
tion common  to  many  of  the  terns. 

The  nest  is  built  in  a  hole  in  a 
tree,  lined  with  chips  of  wood,  and 
upon  these  the  cream-colored,  brown 
speckled  eggs  are  laid.  The  nestlings 
are  fed  almost  exclusively  upon  grass- 
hoppers, crickets  and  other  soft  bod- 
ied insects  until  their  time  of  flight 
from  the  nest  thus  assisting  the  adult 
in  their  destruction  of  these  forms. 

To  conclude, — It  has  been  demon- 
strated, conclusively,  I  hope,  that  of 
these  six  species,  two  are  harmful 
while  four  are  beneficial.  Is  this  not 
sufficient  evidence  to  exempt  them 
from  charges  of  shot  and  general 
abuse?  (The  beneficial  specieis,  of 
course?) 

It  is  not  easy,  in  many  cases  ex- 
tremely difficult,  to  distinguish  be- 
tween species.  Here  the  difficulty 
may  be  met  by  refusing  to  shoot 
those  hawks  which  never  venture 
near  the  houses  or  hen-yards.  Words 
are  inadequate  to  express  my  indigna- 
tion as  I  see  the  hawks  being  slaugh- 
tered in  their  native  wilds. 

Wait  until  the  crime  has  been  com- 
mitted, I  say,  before  punishment  is 
meted  out  to  them. 

Leon  A.  Hansman, 
New  Haven,  Conn. 


NESTING    OF    BLACK    AND    WHITE 
WARBLER. 


Mniotlta   varia. 


In  the  year  1899,  while  secur- 
ing a  series  of  Redstart's 
eggs  in  some  large  woods  in  Gratiot 
Township,  several  Black  and  White 
Warblers  were  observed  and  a  search 
for  their  nests  was  mentally  looked 
for  the  following  season  and  I  was 
there,  ready  for  business,  on  May  27. 
The  timber,  now  cut  away,  was  very 
dense,  particularly  where  the  wind- 
falls had  admitted  enough  light  to  per- 
mit a  second  growth,  and  covered 
about  forty  acres  of  low  ground.  Up 
to  3  o'clock  the  outlook  was  most  dis- 
couraging as  no  Black  and  White 
Warblers  were  seen  while  t'l-  ;  alD 
poured  down  in  a  steady  torrent  and 
n'lost  of  the  woods  was  under  water. 
Aside  from  the  warbler  in  question, 
however,  many  nests  were  found.  I 
passed  about  twenty  of  the  Redstart 
with  the  birds  on  and,  in  a  clearing 
discovered  the  only  set  of  the  Chest- 
nut-sided I  have  taken  while  a  forty 
foot  climb  up  a  swamp  oak  disclosed 
a  Cerulean  upon  her  nest.  At  last 
my  search  was  rewarded.  The  loca- 
tion was  beneath  the  roots  of  a  very 
large  elm  growing  on  high  ground 
and  clear  of  undergrowth.  Three 
eggs  were  in  the  nest  and  the  fourth 
on  the  ground  about  two  feet  away 
where  it  had  probably  been  rolled  by 
a  Cowbird.  The  nest  would  never 
have  been  discovered  had  I  not 
caught  sight  of  the  egg  on  the  ground 
which  encouraged  me  to  a  closer  ex- 
amination. As  the  birds  were  not 
about  I  would  not  take  the  eggs  al- 
though positive  of  identity.  Return- 
ed on  the  30th  in  company  with  H 
Si'icer  and  B.  H.  Swales  and  found 
madam  at  home.  She  was  a  fearless 
little  body,  allowing  me  to  take  her 
from    the    nest.     After    admiring   her 
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soft  and  beautifully  blended  plumage 
and  bold  black  eyes  I  released  here. 
She  flew  to  the  nearest  twig  but  re- 
turned immediately,  brim  full  of  in- 
dignation, and  fluttered  about  my 
head,  so  close  at  times  that  I  could 
feel  the  wind  of  her  wings.  The  nest 
was  composed  of  shreds  of  bark  and 
dead  leaves  lined  with  horse  hair,  in- 
ner bark  fibres,  fine  plant  stems  and 
bits  of  dead  leaves — the  whole  placed 
upon   a   foundation  of   dead   leaves. 

The  amount  of  work  attending  the 
search  for  the  above  decided  me  to 
look  for  no  more  nests  of  the  species 
unless  first  see  ing  the  birds.  This 
happened  on  June  3rd  when  in  the 
same  piece  of  woods  and  in  a  por- 
tion covered  with  about  a  foot  of  wa- 
ter. I  met  with  a  pair  whose  actions 
suggested  a  possible  nest.  It  was 
found  in  a  crevice  between  the  out- 
reaching  roots  of  a  medium  sized  elm 
— the  first  tree  examiined — and  differ- 
ent from  the  other  nest  only  in  being 
entirely  surrounded  by  roots,  the 
former  having  rested  upon  the  ground 
The  two  young  warblers  and  cowbird 
fluttered  out  and  dropped  into  the 
water.  This  is  the  only  case  that  has 
come  under  my  observation  where 
birds  so  small  as  warblers  have  been 
able  to  survive  in  the  same  nest  with 
a  cowbird.  The  two  above  nests  are 
the  only  records  of  this  warbler  breed- 
ing in  the  country  of  Wayne. 

J.  Claire  Wood, 
Detroit,  Mich. 


Nesting    of   the    Prairie    Horned    Lark. 


On  May  27,  1890  I  was  crossing  a 
ploughed  field  when  a  Prairie  Horned 
Lark  fiushed  from  her  nest  at  the 
base  of  a  furrow  almost  beneath  my 
descending  foot.  This  was  my  first 
nest  and  the  only  one  upon  which  I 
have  succeeded  in  surprising  the 
bird.  The  eggs  were  carefully  wrap- 
ped   in    a    pocket    handkerchief    and 


concealed  beneath  a  bush  to  be  call- 
ed for  later  in  the  day.  I  forgot  to  do 
so,  however,  and  returning  two  days 
later  was  surprised  to  find  them  trans- 
formed into  four  live  and  hungry 
young.  An  equal  vitality  in  the  eggs 
of  our  smaller  birds  has  never  since 
come  under  my  observation  but  those 
of  many  of  the  water  birds  possess 
it.  Eggs  of  the  Pied-billed  Grebe  have 
hatched  in  my  cabinet  three  days  af- 
ter they  were  colletced.  In  the  care 
of  the  Horned  Lark  it  is  probably  a 
necessary  provision  of  nature  as  the 
eggs  are  often  deposited  very  early 
in  the  season — ^long  before  the  snow 
is  off  the  ground.  We  will  now  pass 
to  the  season  of  1903. 

The  City  of  Wyandotte  is  located 
twelve  miles  below  Detroit  and  all 
the  streets  running  south  terminate 
in  a  large  commons  where  droves  of 
cattle  from  the  town  find  excellent 
pasturage  and  keep  the  grass  close 
cropped.  Four  pairs  of  larks  were 
noted  late  in  March  but  I  had  no  time 
to  look  for  nests  until  April  6.  On 
that  date  a  female  was  soon  discov- 
ered and  her  movements  watched. 
After  walking  about,  in  an  aimless 
sort  of  way  and  occasiionally  pausing 
to  pick  up  a  morsel  of  food,  she  sud- 
denly vanished  into  the  earth  where 
the  grass  was  not  half  an  inch  high, 
I  started  for  the  spot  and  was  fully 
fifty  feet  away  when  she  sprang  in- 
to the  air  and  flying  a  few  feet  con- 
menced  feeding  with  an  exhibition 
of  total  disregard  to  my  presence. 
The  nest  was  on  high  ground  and 
level  with  the  surface.  It  was  com- 
posed of  dead  grass  blades,  compact 
on  the  sides  but  so  flimsey  on  the 
bottom  that  all  the  eggs  more  or  less 
rested  on  the  ground.  They  were 
four  in  number  and  fresh. 

I  soon  had  another  female  under 
surveillance  and  later  another  but  af- 
ter spending  three  hours  with  these 
two    birds    felt  certain    they    had    not 
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commenced  nest  building.  On  April 
20th  I  honored  them  with  another 
call  and  an  hour  each  without  result 
and  then  proceeded  to  search  the 
commons  and  found  both  nests  in 
about  thirty  minutes.  They  were  on 
high  ground  and  differed  from  the 
first  only  in  more  compact  construc- 
tion. One  contained  three  and  the 
other  four  eggs — all  fresh.  The  fourth 
and  last  nest  was  found  May  9th  and 
the  four  eggs  were  upon  the  point 
of  hatching.  I  was  eating  luncheon 
in  the  shade  of  a  pile  of  railroad  ties 
when  a  lark  came  over  the  ties  and 
aldghted  upon  the  commons.  After 
feeding  a  short  time  she  returned  on 
the  route  of  her  coming  out  and  drop- 
ped to  the  ground  behind  a  pile  of 
brick.  As  I  started  toward  the  spot 
I  caught  sight  of  her  on  the  wing 
again.  S^he  flew  to  a  lump  of  earth 
about  100  yards  distant  and  smoothed 
out  her  feathers  awhile,  thence  to  a 
high  portion  of  the  commons  and  fin- 
ally arose  high  in  the  air  and  drop- 
ped into  a  tilled  field  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  away.  I  searched  the  high 
ground  thoroughly  but  could  find  no 
nest  and  returned  to  the  ties.  Some- 
thing like  half  an  hour  later  the  whole 
proceedings  was  repeated  to  where 
she  arose  from  behind  the  brick  and 
alighted  upon  the  lump  of  earth  af- 
ter which  no  further  attention  was 
paid  to  her.  The  nest  was  quickly 
found.  I  had  failed  to  search  behind 
the  bricks  on  the  first  occasion  be- 
cause the  ground  was  very  low  and 
damp  and  about  the  last  place  where 
one  would  expect  this  species  to  build. 
J.  Clair  Wood, 
Detroit,  Mich. 


Some   Notes  for  1904. 


May  13. — Brown  Thrasher  (Harpor- 
hynchus  rufus).  Nest,  containing 
four  very  slightly  incubated  eggs, 
placed  651/2    inches   up   in   top   of  bro- 


ken-down bush,  resting  on  other 
bushes,  all  of  which  were  thickly 
overgrown  with  green  running  briars; 
the  entire  clump  standing  about  five 
feet  from  the  edge  of  marsh  on  one 
side  of  a  triangle,  the  other  sides  be- 
ing bound  by  a  freshly  ploughed  field 
and  much  used  road,  from  either  of 
which  the  nest  was  not  further  than 
thirty  feet.  Nest  of  coarse  sticks  and 
dry  leaves,  lined  with  an  abundance 
of  fine  roots.  Parent  birds  very  rest- 
less and  uneasy,  often  approaching 
within  two  feet  of  me,  and  one  perch- 
ing on  the  limb.  The  eggs  measure 
as  follows:  1.02x.7'6,  1.02x.75,  l.Olx.74, 
1.03X.72. 

May  13. — ^Mocking-bird  (Mimus 
polyglottos).  Nest,  containing  four 
eggs,  embryos  medium,  placed  about 
nine  feet  from  the  ground  and  near 
the  top  of  small  'box  tree  standing  in 
city  cemetery;  made  of  sticks,  fine 
roots,  leaves,  grass,  cedar  bark  and 
piece  of  cotton  cloth,  lined  with  fine 
roots,  grass  and  a  few  horse-tail  hairs 
and  feathers.  Eggs  measure  as  fol- 
lows:   .97X.73,   .93X.74,   .94x.73,  .96x.73. 

May  14. — Brown  Thrasher  (Harpor- 
hynchus  rufus).  Nest,  containg  four 
fresh  eggs  measuring  as  follows:  1.07 
X.73,  .1.07x72,  1.02X.74,  1.06x.74;  placed 
about  9  feet  from  the  ground'  in  cedar 
thickly  covered  with  ivy,  standing  in 
city  cemetery;  made  of  grass,  leaves 
and  stick,  lined  with  fine  roots. 

May  16. — Field  Sparrow  ('Spizella 
pusilla).  Nest  containing  four  slight- 
ly incubated  eggs  showing  the  follow- 
ing sizes:  .58x.49,  .65x.49,  .o8x.47,  .57x 
.48;  placed  in  small  gallbury  bush,  8 
inches  above  the  ground  and  35  feet 
from  road;  made  of  grass  and  weed 
stalks,  lined  with  very  fine  grass  and 
hair  from  the  tail  of  horse. 

May  16. — Field  Sparrow  (Spizella 
pusilla).  Nest,  containing  four  fresh 
eggs  measuring  as  follows:  .61x.51, 
.65X.48,  .63X.51,  .63x.50;  placed  nine 
inches   from    the     ground     in     small 
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gallberry  bush  in  open  thicket;  made 
of  grass  and  weed  stalks,  lined  with 
very  fine  grass  and  hair  from  tail  of 
horse. 

May  16. — Field  Sparrow  (Spizella 
pusilla).  Nest  of  grass  and  weed 
stalks,  lined  with  very  fine  grass  and 
horse  tail  hair,  containing  five  slight- 
ly incubated  eggs,  measuring  as  fol- 
lows: .57X.49,  .58X.48,  .57x.48,  .57x.46, 
.59X.44;  placed  two  inches  off  the 
ground  in  jessamine  vines,  running 
on  ground  between  small  stream  bor- 
dered by  marsh  and)  freshly  ploughed 
field,  and  only  two  feet  from  small 
foot-path. 

May  17. — Yellow-breasted  Chat  (Ic- 
teria  Virens).  Nest,  of  weed  stalks, 
leaves,  reed  leaves  and  grass,  lined 
with  fine  grass,  containing  four  fresh 
eggs  as  follows:  .82x.62,  .81x.63,  .84x 
.63,  .83X.63;  placed  about  six  feet  from 
the  ground  in  bunch  of  running  briars 
covering  small  sweet  gum  bush  with- 
in a  few  yards  of  constantly  used 
highway  near  edge  of  city. 

May  18. — White-eyed  Vireo  (Vireo 
noveboracensis).  Nest,  of  fine  strips 
of  bark  and  reed  leaves,  firmly  bound 
together  with  spider  webs  and  fine 
black  moss,  lined  with  fine  grass; 
placed  between  two  horizontal  limbs 
of  small  huckleberry  bush,  growing 
in  edge  of  shallow,  heavily  wooded 
pond;  nest  26  inches  above  water. 

May  18.— Hooded  Warbler  (Sylva- 
nia  mitrata).  Nest,  placed  in  small 
myrtle  bush,  13  inches  from  the 
ground  in  open  part  of  thicket,  made 
of  reed  leaves  and  strips  of  bark, 
lined  with  fine  grass,  some  hair  and 
fine  black  moss;  contents,  three 
fre^h  eggs  measuring  as  follows:  .64x 
.54,  .67X.52,  .G'6x.52. 

May  20.— House  Wren  (Troglodytes 
£edon.  Nest  containing  six  fresh  eggs 
measuring  as  follows:  .67x.49,  .66x.5'0, 
.67X.49,  .70X.49,  .68x.50,  .67x.48,;  made 
of   stick,    roots,   strips   of   cedar   bark, 


and  spider  we'bs,  lined  with  horse 
hair  and  feathers;  built  in  tin  can 
4  3-4  inches  long  by  4  inches  in  diam- 
eter; placed  28  inches  from  the 
ground  in  bunch  of  arborvita  bushes 
standing  in  city  cemetery. 

May  29. — Prairie  Warbler  (Dendroi- 
ca  discolor)  .  Nest,  33  inches  from 
the  ground  in  small  maple  'bush,  sup- 
planted on  one  side  by  dead  bush; 
in  edge  of  thicket,  wooded  regularly 
with  large  pines,  and  thickly  grown 
in  places  with  a  various  growth  of 
small  brush  and  briers;  not  more 
than  60  feet  from  the  N.  and  W.  Rail- 
road. Nest  of  very  fine  'weed  stalks, 
grass,  fine  'bark,  and  an  abundance 
of  spider  wehs  and  grass  blossoms, 
lined  with  fine  green  moss,  feathers 
and  some  hair  from  tail  of  horse; 
containing  four  eggs  advanced  in  in- 
cubation, one  of  which  was  broken  in 
blowing;  the  remaining  three  meas- 
ure as  follows:  .58x.43,  .58x.44,  .60x.43. 
Identified  by  Prof.  Ridgway,  Washing- 
ton,  and  iSmithsonian  Institution. 

June  8.— House  Wj"en  (Troglody- 
tes sedon).  Nest,  containing  five 
slightly  incubated  eggs  measuring  as 
follows:  .66X.50,  .67x.50,  .65x.48,  .67x 
.50,  .67X.51;  built  in  tin  sprinkler,  8 
inches  long  by  5%  inches  in  diame- 
ter, hanging  on  nail  driven  in  trunk 
of  cedar,  about  7  feet  from  the  ground, 
standing  in  city  cemetery;  nest  built 
almost  to  top  of  sprinkler  of  small 
dead  cedar  limbs,  with  slight  nest  of 
cedar  bark,  lined  with  feathers,  cast- 
off  snake  skins  and  hair  from  tail  of 
horse. 

June  17. — ^Green-crested  Flycatcher 
(Empidonax  virescens).  Nest  of 
Spanish  moss,  dead  moss  and  fine 
weed  stalks,  the  two  last  forming 
something  of  a  lining;  placed  in 
small  fork  near  end  of  swinging,  hor- 
izontal limib  of  beech,  about  10%  feet 
from  the  ground  and  9  feet  from 
trunk  of  tree,  in  thick,  dark,  heavily 
wooded  forest,  only  a  few  hundred 
feet  from  large  swamp.  Eggs  meas- 
ure as  follows:  .75x.54,  .74x.o3,  .74x 
.52. 

R.  P.   SMITHWICK, 
Norfolk,  Va. 
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About  those    Large   Sets  of    Robins. 


Mayville,  N.  Y., 
Friend   Short:  — 

In  regard  to  large  sets  of  Robin 
of  more  than  4  eggs  there  was  one  set 
of  1-0  went  to  Friend  Lattin  beside  the 
set  1-7..  I  also  saw  a  nest  last  season 
1906  with  3  young  and  two  eggs  pip- 
ped and  this  was  within  a  few  rods 
of  where  I  took  the  set  of  5  eggs 
altho  that  was  several  years  ago.  This 
pair  might  have  been  a  descendant 
from  those,  as  they  like  their  old 
places  for  nesting,  and  where  a  bird 
has  some  peculiar  mark  on  a  few 
white  feathers  so  you  can  identify 
you  are  quite  likely  to  see  them  back 
to  the   same  old  place. 

I    am    very   resp'y, 

A.  E.  Kibbe. 


My  Dear  Mr.   Short:  — 

The  article  in  the  March  Oologisi 
about  large  sets  of  Robin  eggs  by 
Mr.  Brooks  appealed  to  me  to  such 
an  extent  that  I  desire  to  add  my 
testimony.  I  too  have  looked  into 
every  Robin's  nest  discovered  in  the 
hopes  of  finding  a  rare  set  of  5  or  six 
eggs.  During  twenty  years  of  care- 
ful observance  I  have  been  fortunate 
enough  to  find  but  one  containing 
more  than  the  regular  number  of  four 
eggs.  This  set  containing  five  eggs 
and  I  recorded  it  years  ago  in  the 
old  Nidologist  as  a  rare  find.  I  have 
had  unlimited  opportunities  to  study 
the  nesting  of  "Merula"  because  of 
its  very  abundance  in  central  Illi- 
nois. The  Robin  besides  being  here 
in  great  numbers  is  uncommonly  do- 
mestic. Each  season  they  nest  on  our 
porch  posts  and  within  reaching  dis- 
tance of  windows,  affording  excellent 
opportunities    for   close    study. 

It  is  certainly  a  fixed  habit  for  our 
Robins  at  least  to  deposit  but  four 
eggs,  and  it  is  only  fair  to  add  that 
in  the  single  case  of  a  larger  set  on 


my  records,  I  have  real  doubt  as  to 
the  fifth  being  a  brother  or  sister  to 
the  others.  I  have  always  been  sus- 
picious that  the  fifth  egg  might  have 
b'sen;  deposited  by  another  female 
whose  home  was  not  quite  ready  for 
occupancy,  for  the  egg  was  of  slight- 
ly different  form.  Collectors  don't 
write  to  me  for  large  Robin's  eggs 
for  I  cannot  find  them. 

Isaac  E.  Hess, 

Philo,  111. 


Editor    Oologist:  — 

In  reply  to  the  article  of  Mr.  L. 
Brooks  of  Milton,  Mass.,  in  the  March 
Oologist,  I  would  like  to  say  I  have 
seen  only  one  set  of  more  than  four 
robins  eggs  in  all  my  collecting  ex- 
perience which  extends  over  a  period 
of  seventeen  years. 

The  robin,  in  this  localty  is  by  far 
the  commonest  native  breeder,  and  I 
have  examined  more  than  a  hundred 
nests. 

On  May  21,  1906,  I  discovered  a 
robin's  nest  in  an  orchard  near  a 
farm  house.  It  was  built  in  a  large 
crotch  of  a  cherry  tree,  15  feet  up 
and  contained  five  eggs,  one-fourth  in- 
cubated. The  eggs  are  smaller  than 
usual,  measuring  respectively:  1.04x 
.81,  1.06X.80,  1.03X.80,  1.03x.79,  1.05x 
.77.  There  is  no  doubt  of  the  idenitj' 
as  I  pushed  the  bird  from  the  nest. 
B.  R.  Bales,  M.  D. 
Circleville,  O. 


A  Question. 

Dear  Sir:  — 

Last  year  May  12,  I  found  a  red- 
headed woodpecker's  nest  containing 
nine  eggs.  Five  of  the  nine  were 
heavily  incubated  and  the  remaining 
four  were  fresh.  These  eggs  I  sup- 
pose were  laid  by  two  birds. 

Isaac  Van  Kamnen. 

Ans.: — Very  probable.  This  is  not 
common  with  Red-head  but  quite  so 
with  fiicker.  — Ed. 
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^     Oologist /oMr  years  and  "Frederick  Young," $1.40  ^ 

^     The  Oologist  4  years,  and  "Land  Birds,"  Baird,  Brewer  &  Ridg.;  ^ 

^  New  Edition,  Colored  Plates,  price  $10.00,  for  $8.60.  ^ 

►  Address  < 
t                                 ERNEST  H.  SHORT.  ^ 

►  Manager  Oologist  Chili,  N.Y.  J 
•AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA* 
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The  Greatest  Offer  Ever  Made  By  a 
Publisher  in  the  History  of  the  World 

$  1  0  0  0    '^iSS^    FREE 

Yes,  Absolutely  Free  with  every  Yearly  Subscription  to 

The   American  Farmer 

Of  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  for  one  year  and  the 

OOLOGIST 

for  2 1  months,  (Apr.    1 907,  to   Dec.    1908).     Both    Papers    and    $1000    Accident 
Insurance  Policy  with  no  other  dues  or  assessments,  for  only 


$1.00 


The  American  Farmer  is  tlie  only 
Literary  Farm  Journal  publislied.  It 
fills  a  position  of  its  own  and  hasi  ta- 
ken the  leading  place  in  the  home  of 
rural  people  in  every  section  of  the 
United  .States.  It  gives  the  farmer 
and  hisi  family  something  to  think 
about  aside  from  the  humdrum  of 
routine  diuties.  Every  issue  contains 
an  original  poem  by  Solon  L.  Goode. 

The    publishers      of     the    American 


Farmer  have  gone  to  great  expense  to 
secure  these  Accident  Policies  for  its 
readers.  It  proposes  to  have  the  big- 
gest circulation  of  any  agricultural 
journal  in  the  world.  To  this  end 
we  make  this  marvelous  offer  of  a 
Free  Limited  Accident  .  Policy  for 
$l,0'OiO  to  every  new  subscriber  to  the 
American  Farmer  and  Tbe  Oologist, 
who  will  pay  a  year  in  advance.  The 
Policy  pays  as  follows: 


For  Loss  of  Life   $1,000.00 

For  Loss  of  Both  Eyes,  meaning  entire  and  permanent  loss  of  sight  of 

both    eyes 1,000.00 

For  Loss  of  Both  Hands,  iby  actual  and  complete  severance  at  or  above 

the  wrist    l.OiOO.OO 

For  Loss  of  Both  Feet,  'by  actual  and  complete  severance  at  or  above 

the    ankle    l,aOO.OO 

For  Loss  of  One  Hand  and!  One  Foot,  by  actual  and  complete  severance 

at  or  above  the  wrist  and  ankle l,0'0O.00 

For  Loss  of  One  Hand,  by  actual  and  complete  severance  at  or  above 

the  wrist    250.00 

For  Loss  of  One  Foot,  by  actual  and  complete  severance  at  or  a^bove 

the   ankle 250.00 

For  Loss  of  One  Eye,  meaning  entire  and  permanent  loss  of  the  sight 

of  one   eye    100.00 

If  you  will  subscribe  at  once  on  the  coupon  below,  we  will  give  you  a  year's 
subscription  to  both  papers,  in  addition  give  you  a  Free  Accident  Policy  for 
$1,000  fully  paid  for  one  year,  without  any  dues  or  assessments  of  any  kind. 
The  policy  covers  a  wide  range  of  risks,  including  death  or  injury  on  railroad 
trains  and  other  public  conveyances,  ekn'ators,  trolley  cars,  etc.;  also  accidents 
on  the  high  road,  from  riding  or  driving,  automobiles,  horses,  burning  buildings, 
hold-up,  drowning,  bicycle  accidents,  etc.  $5.00  a  week  If  disabled  will  be  paid 
for  a  number  of  weeks  if  yo'U  are  disal)Ied  in  any  way  described  in  the  policy. 
You  can  have  the  paper  and  policy  sent  to  different  addresses  if  you  so  desire. 

~ :  MAIL  THIS  TODAY  =  = 

To  The  Oologist,  Chili,  N.  Y.,  I  enclose  $1.00  for  which  send  me  the  American 
Farmer  one  year  and  The  Oologist  21  months,  and  the  Limited  Accident  Insur- 
ance Policy  for  $1,000.00. 

Name    p.   o 

State   Age ■  ■'- 

The  Age  Limit  on  this  Policy  is  Between  16  and  65  Inclusive. 
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The  Worlds   Greatest  Collfictors    Paper. 

For  All  Kinds  of  Collectors. 

Got  a  Oamera  ? 

or  Have  You  a  Hobby  ? 

Send  ten  cents  to  the  undersigned  and  you 
will  receive  for  three  months  the  oldest 
largest  and  best  collectors'  monthly  for  all 
kinds  of  Hobbies:  Natucal  History  and 
American  Historical  Discoveries,  Coins, 
Stamps,  Curios,  Relics.  Photography,  Miner- 
als, Sciences,  Illustrated  Souvenir  Post 
Cards,  Rarities,  and  New  Finds  for  all. kinds 
of  Collectors. 

Over  1600  Pages  Last  Year. 
The    Philatelic  West  and  Camera  News. 

Superior  Nebraska,  U.  S.  A. 

1  Greatest  of  its  kind  in  the  world.  Fifty 
cents  entitles  you  to  a  year's  subscription 
and  a  free  15  word  exchange  notice  in  the 
largest  exchange  department  extant. 

This   100  Page  Illustrated  Monthly 

was  established  in  1895,  and  has  the  largest 
circulation  of  any  collector's  monthly  in  the 
world,  and  in  size  has  no  rival.  More  ads.  in 
the  West  than  in  all  other  American  Phil- 
atelic monthlies  combined.  The  best  paying 
medium  for  advertisers.  Rates  small,  re- 
sults large.  It  will  pay  you  to  write  us 
about  it.  Ic.  a  word. 
OUR  MOTTO:  "The  best  and  lots  of  it." 
Invest  10  cents  judiciously  by  sending  it  to 

L.  T.  BRODSTONE,  Publisher, 
Superior,  Nebraaka,  U.  S.  A. 

■  Send  five  cents  for  membership  card  to 
American  Camera  Club  exchange.  Over 
6000  members  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  or  50 
cents  for  one  year's  membership  to  Ameril 
can  Historical  Cureo,  Relic  and  Natura- 
History  Society.    Try  it. 

"West"   Souvenir  Post     Cards    I  Oc.  the    dozen 
many  colors.     Try  them. 


Learn  Taxidermy. 

Naturalists,  Oologists 
and  Sportsmen  should 
all  know  how  to  correct- 
ly mount  all  kinds  of 
birds  and  animals.  WE 
TEACH  TAXIDERMY 
BY  MAIL.  Complete 
course  in  15  lessons.  This 
is  one  of  the  most  de- 
lightful and  fascinating  of  arts.  Easily 
learned.  STANDARD  METHODS.  En- 
dorsed by  all  leading  taxidermists.  Many 
of  the  best  known  naturalists  of  the  country 
are  numbered  among  our  students.  If  you 
want  to  learn  TAXIDERMY,  we  desire  to 
submit  ourproposition  in  full.  Send  TODAY 
for  our  new  illustrated  CATALOG  and  sam- 
ple copy  of  The  TAXIDERMY  MAGAZINE. 
BOTH  FREE.  THE  N.  W,  SCHOOL  OP 
TAXIDERMY,  76  Farnam  St.,Omah  a.  N 


STEVENS 


WHEN  YOU  SHOOT 

'  You  want  to  HIT  what  you  are  aiming  at 
— be  it  bird,  beast  or  target.  Make  your 
shots  count  by  shooting  the  STEVENS. 
For  41  years  STEVENS  ARMS  have 
carried  off  PREMIER  HONORS  for  AC- 
CURACY.    Our  line: 

Rifles,  Shotguns,  Pistols 


Ask  your  Dealer— in- 
sist on  the  Stevens. 
If  you  cannot  obtain, 
we    ship    direct,   ex- 
press  prepaid^  upon 
receipt  of  cataioCT-pr  ire 

Send  4  cts.  in  stamns 
for  lio-paje   Cataiog- 
of  compiete  ourr:)Ut.  A 
valuable  book  of  refer- 
ence for  present  and 
prospective   shooters. 

Beautiful  three-color  Aluminum  Hanger  will 
be  forwarded  for  lo  cents  in  stamos. 

J.  Stevens  Arms  &  Tool  Co., 

p.  O.  Box  4096 
CHICOPEE  FALLS,  MASS.,  U.  S.  A. 


EASTER    SPECIALS. 


Mounted  Specimems. 

Great  Grey  Owl $  4  90 

Golden  Eagle,  skin  |5,  mounted 8  00 

Black  Rail,  skin  $3,  mounted  $5,  pair. ...  10  00 

Sets  with  Data.    (eaee). 

Coue's  Flycatcher,  (nest  and  2) 1  75 

Small  White-eyed  Vireo,  4  at 3  20 

Lutescent  Warbler  (nest  and  4) 1  50 

Derby  Flycatcher,  3  at 2  00 

Long-crested  Jay,  3  at 1  50 

Yellow-billed  Magpie,  6  at 1  20 

Duskp  Horned  Owl,  2. 2  50 

Supplies. 

Book  of  best  Standard  Datas  with  stub.       35 

Water  Blower,  complete I  75 

Full  set  of  serviceable  Drills,  5  sizes 42 

ERNEST  H.  SHORT, 

Box  r73  Rochester,  N.  Y, 
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42nd  Thousand  !       42nd  ! 
BIRD    GUIDE. 

By  CHESTER  A.  REED,  S.  B. 

Author  of   North   American  Birds  Eggs,  and  with  Frank  M.  Chapman  of  Color  Key  to  North  American    Birds 
Editor  of  the  American  Bird  Magazine. 

This  is  a  popular  pocket  guide  and  text  book  to  ALL  THE  LAND  BIRDS  EAST 
OF  THE  ROCKIES,  from  the  Parrots  to  the  Bluebirds.     It  is  prepared  especially  for 

teachers  and  students,  after  years  of  study  as  to  their' 
needs.  It  has  the  following  points  of  superiority  over 
any  other  Bird  Book: 

COLORED  ILLUSTRATIONS.— Every  bird  is 
shown  in  natural  colors,  including  females  and  young 
when  they  differ. 

SCOPE.— J ;;  the  land  birds  east  of  the  Rockies 
are  included.  It  gives  the  range  and  habit  of  each 
bird,  their  songs  as  nearly  as  they  can  be  written,  and 
description  of  their  nests  and  eggs. 

SMALL  SIZE. — It  can  easily  be  carried  in  the 
pocket,  measuring  but  3x5  inches.  200  pages,  bound 
in  flexible  sock  cloth  or  leather.  We  have  made  the 
price  of  the  book  as  low  as  possible  considering  the 
good  workmanship  and  material  that  is  used.  It  is  so 
low  that  anyone  can  afford  it,  but  no  one  can  afford  to 
be  without  it. 

IT  NAMES  THE  BIRDS  FOR.  YOU 

Bound  in  flexible  sock  cloth,  postpaid 

so  CENTS 

Five  cloth  bound  copies  for  $2.00  postpaid 

Bound  in  flexible  leather,  75cts.     Five  copies  for  $3.00  postpaid. 

We  want  agents  in  every  city,  town  and  school.  Good  commissions. 
Send  for  prospectus  of  Bird  Books  and  sample  copy  of  the  AMERICAN 
BIRD  MAGAZINE. 


CHAS.  K.  REED. 


WORCESTER..  MASS. 


The  OdLOGiST. 

A  MONTHLY  PUBLICATION  DEVOTED  TO 

OOLOGY,  ORNITHOLOGY  AND  TAXIDERMY. 
WANTS,  FOR  SALES  AND  EXCHANGES. 

Brief  Special  announcements  "  Wants,"  "  Exchanges,"  "  For  Sales,"  inserted  in  this  de- 
partment for  25  cents  per  25  words.  Notices  over  25  words  charged  at  the  rate  of  1-2  cent  for 
each  additional  word.    No  notice  inserted  for  less  than  25  cents.    Terms,  cash  with  order. 

Strictly  first-class  specimens  will  be  accepted  in  payment  at  1-3  list  rates. 


Vol.  XXIV.    No.  6. 


ALBION,  N.  Y.,  JUNE,  1907. 


Whole  No.  239 


Take  Notice. 

Examine  the  number  following'  your 
name  on  the  wrapper  of  this  month's 
Oolog'ist.  It  denotes  when  your  sub- 
scription  expired  or  will   expire. 

Rememlier  we  must  be  notified  if 
you  wish  paper  discontinued  and  all 
arrearages  must  be  paid. 
209  your  subscription  expired  Dec.  1904 
239  your  subscription  expires  with  this  issue 
245    •  "  '■  "  Dec,  1907 

257    "  "  "  "  Dec,  1908 

Intermediate  numbers  can  easily  be 
determined.  If  we  have  you  credited 
wrong   we   wish  to   rectify. 

Entered  as  second-class  matter  De- 
cembed  21,  1903,  at  the  post  office,  at 
Albion,  N.  Y.,  under  the  Act  of  Con- 
gress  of  March  3,   1879. 

Hand  Egg  Blow-pipe  for  blowing  all  fresh 
and  incubated  eggs.  A  very  useful  instru- 
ment. Invaluable  with  water-blower.  En- 
dorsed by  a  great  many  Oologists  and  col- 
lectors through  the  United  States  and  Can- 
ada. Satisfaction  guaranteed.  Sent  post- 
paid with  directions  for  $1.00.  DOCTOR  M. 
T.  CLECKLEY,  457  Greene  Street,  Augusta. 
Ga.  Jan.  t.  f. 

LANTEKN  SLIDES. -A  lot,  many  2nd 
grade  (a  little  dense  or  thin),  all  fair,  some 
very  good  for  best  cash  or  exchange  offer. 
B.  S.  BOWDISH.  Demarest,  N.  Y. 

I  DESIRE  a  chance  to  exchange  for  your 
good  and  rare  sets  this  season  and  will  have 
a  choice  list  for  you  to  select  from.  FRED 
M.  DILLE,  307  Continental  Bldg.,  Denver, 
Colo. 

ENGLISH  CAVIES.-Black,  buff,  silver- 
grey,  red  and  white  and  red  Absynnians. 
Also  Brown  Leghorn  Cockerels  and  registered 
Shropshire  ram  lambs.  Will  exchange  for 
A.  No.  I  sets,  choice  Indian  relics,  bird  books 
or  cash.    FRANK  H.  LATTIN,  Albion,  N.Y, 

OFFER  first  class  bright  showy  exotic 
butterflies  either  spread  or  papered  for  first 
class  skins,  rare  eggs  in  sets  or  splendid 
mineral  crystals.  Data  essential.  Will  pur- 
chase perfect  butterflies  from  the  West. 
LEVI  W.  MENGEL,  Boys'  High  School, 
Reading,  Pa. 


WANTED. -The  coming  season.  A.  L 
authentic  sets  of  10,  36,  81,  82, 124,  204,  299,  334a, 
345,  352a,  372,  379,  660,  662,  664,  672.  749.  Offer 
Loons,  Albatross,  Ducks  and  Geese.  Raptores 
as  Kites,  Eagles,  Grey  Gyr.  Falcons  or  dol- 
lars if  you  want  them.  Reliable  collectors 
write.    A.  E.  PRICE.  Grant  Park,  111. 

WANT.— Eggs  in  sets  and  good  Indian 
relics.  I  offer  eggs,  shells  and  showy  mount- 
ed butterflies.  ERNEST  H.  SHORT,  Box  173, 
Rochester,  N.  Y. 

WANTED-For  cash,  skins  of  Albino  birds 
or  mammals,  rare  nests,  eggs  and  skins, 
Eskimo  Curlew  in  particular.  Nesting  sites 
of  all  birds  that  preed  in  holes  or  cavities  in 
trees.  Quote  anything  of  the  sort  you  may 
have  to  offer.  JOHN  LEWIS  CHILDS 
Floral  Park,  N.  Y. Dec  t.  f. 

SELLING  OUT  CHEAP  FOR  CASH.— 
Choice  cabinet  sets,  sets  with  nests  and 
singles,  with  full  and  accurate  data,  from  the 
United  States,  Canada  and  Mexico.  Stamp 
for  list.  Satisfaction  guaranteed.  DR.  M.  T. 
CLEUKLEY.  457  Greene  St.,  Augusta.  Ga. 

AUK  AND  NUTTALL'S  BULLETIN  com- 
pMefor$lOO.  Auk  1884-1905.  22  vols,  com- 
pl  ie.  All  except  last  are  finely  bound  in 
cloth.  Nuttal's  Bulletin  complete  in  8  vols., 
bound.    J.  L.  CHILDS,  Floral  Park.  N.  Y. 

WILL  GIVE  good  exchange  for  flying  squir- 
rels, females,  with  young  preferred,  also  for 
reds,  chipmunks  and  other  small  mammals. 
Young  mink,  beaver  and  otter  greatly  desired 
Box  F,  Rowley,  Mass. 

EXCHANGE.— Can  use  a  few  skins  each  of 
Chuck-wills-widow,  Whip-poor-will,  Wood- 
cock, Wilson's  snipe,  Woodduck,  Pileated 
and  Red-headed  Woodpeckers.  Must  be  first 
class  and  with  data.  Offer  southern  Arizona 
skins  of  excellent  quality.  *T-cq-TV'  pattt 
SMITH,  Benson,  Arizona. 


AUSTIN  PAUL 


FOR  SALE  OR  EXCHANGE.-Following. 
6  74,  221, 226,  .360a,  365, 373c,  429,  431,  475, 498e,  505a, 
519,510,530,560,  581e,  581m,  591c,  596,  607,  612, 
620,  622b,  710a,  713,  721a,  725a,  743a,  751a,  753, 
761a,  in  sets.  Desire  exchange  with  all  re- 
liable collectors.  P.  OSBURN,  735  North  Los 
Robles,  Pasadena,  Cal. 
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FOR  SALE  OR  EXCHANGE.  -  English 
and  Abyssinian  Cavies,  Homing  Pigeons, 
Foreign  and  United  States  Coins,  Book  on 
breeding  Skunks,  5Uc.,  Tanning  Process  will 
tan  large  or  small  Pelts  very  soft.  Some 
sets.    AL.MON  KIBBE.  Mayville.  X.  Y. 

WANTED.— Quails  and  partridges  from 
Mexico,  Central  America,  Soutb  America. 
Europe,  Asia,  Africa  aud  Australia.  State 
what  you  have  and  price.  J.  F.  FRAzIER, 
Audubon,  Iowa. 

WILL  EXCHANGE.-  Lemon  and  white 
Pointer  dog,  female.  3  year  old,  hunted  two 
seasons  on  grouse,  for  collecting  gun  in  good 
condition  or  $15  value  in  good  sets.  Make 
offer.    ROBERT  S.  JUDD,  Bethel,  Conn. 

TO  EXCHANGE.  -  Sets  187  1-4.  177  1-7, 
297a  1-8,  707  1-4,  487  1-6,  32  1-1,  64  1-1,  385  1-4. 
Also  shells  and  curios.  Wanted  first  class 
sets.  Address,  ERNEST  H.  SHORT.  Box 
173,  Rochester.  N.  Y. 

WANTP:I)  FOR  CASH. -Skins  American 
Avocet,  Eskimo  Curlew  and  Black-bellied 
Plover.  The  last  with  Black-bellied  coat. 
E.  W.  CAMPBELL,  Taxidermist,  323 
Wyoming  Ave..  Pittston,  Pa. 

PREPAID.-l!t4n-5, $7.00: 201 1-5.  35c;  202  1-4, 
20c;  335  1-3,  50c;  342  1-2.  40c;  .347  1-2.  50c;  347a  1-3 
from  1-4.  $2.00;  334  1-2,  $1-75;  364  1-4,  $5.00,  21  x  3* 
in  in  photo  of  site,  ditto  1-3,  $2.00;  364  1-3,  $1.50; 
748  1-5.  $4.00.  Weaver  birds'  nest.  African. 
$1.50;  Brownie  Camera,  $3.00.  W\M.  B.  CRIS- 
PIN.  Salem,  N.J. 

FOR  SALE.-Ridgways  Birds  of  North 
and  Middle  America,  Vols.  1.  2,  and  3,  bound 
in  half  morocco.  Make  offer.  W.  L.  BUR- 
NETT.128  N.  Sherwood  Si.,  Fort  Collins.  Col. 

FOR  EXCHANGE.  -  The  following  A  1 
skins  for  Warblers  or  Ptarmigan.  Sage 
Grouse,  Canada  Grouse.  Dusky  Grouse, 
Pileated  Woodpecker,  Prairie  Falcon.  Send 
for  list.  W.  L.  BURNETT.  128  N.  Sherwood 
St.,  Fort  Collins.  Colo. 


Wanted. 


BACK  NUMBERS  OOLOGIST. 

Vol.  Ill,  No's.  4  and  6. 
Vol.IV.  No's,  land 3-4. 
Vol.  V.  No.  6. 

Will  allow  a  subscription,  2  exchange  or 
sale  notices  or  50c,  worth  of  goods  for  any  of 
these  issues.    Address. 


The  Worlds   Greatest  Collectors    Paper, 

For  All  Kinds  of  Oollectors. 

Got  a  Camera  ? 

or  Have  You  a  Hobby  ? 

Send  ten  cents  to  the  undersigned  and  you 
will  receive  for  three  months  the  oldest 
largest  and  best  collectors'  monthly  for  all 
kinds  of  Hobbies;  Natural  History  and 
American  Historical  Discoveries,  Coins, 
Stamps,  Curios,  Relics.  Photography,  Miner- 
als, Sciences,  Illustrated  Souvenir  Post 
Cards,  Rarities,  and  New  Finds  for  all  kinds 
of  Collectors. 

Over  I  600  Pages  Last  Year. 

The    Philatelic  West  and  Camera  News. 

Superior  Nebraska,  U.  S.  A. 

Greatest  of  its  kind  in  the  world.  Fifty 
cents  entitles  you  to  a  year's  subscription 
and  a  free  15  word  exchange  notice  in  the 
largest  exchange  department  extant. 

This   100  Page  Illustrated   Monthly 

was  established  in  1895,  and  has  the  largest 
circulation  of  any  collector's  monthly  in  the 
world,  and  in  size  has  no  rival.  More  ads.  in 
the  West  than  in  all  other  American  Phil- 
atelic monthlies  combined.  The  best  paying 
medium  for  advertisers.  Rates  small,  re- 
sults large.  It  will  pay  you  to  write  us 
about  it.  Ic.  a  word. 
OUR  MOTTO;  "The  best  and  lots  of  it." 
Invest  10  cents  judiciously  by  sending  it  to 

L.  T.  BRpDSTONE,  Publisher, 
Superior,  Nebraaka,  U.  S.  A. 

Send  five  cents  for  membership  card  to 
American  Camera  Club  exchange.  Over 
6000  members  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  or  50 
cents  for  one  year's  membership  to  Ameril 
can  Historical  Cureo,  Relic  and  Natura- 
History  Society.    Try  it. 

"West"  Souvenir  Post  Cards  I  Oc.  the  dozen 
many  colors.     Try  them. 


MGR.  OOLOGIST, 


Chili,  N.  Y. 


TAXIDERMY. 


Are  you  particular  how  your  work  is  done 
on  your  mounted  heads,  birds,  etc.  ?  If  so, 
you  are  the  man  I  am  looking  for.  Fine  life 
like  productions  are  in  my  line.  Send  stamp 
for  1907  art  folder  explaining  Scientific  '20th 
Century  Taxidermy.    Sincerely  yours, 

E.  W.  CAMPBELL, 
323  Wyoming  Ave. 


Learn  Taxidermy. 


Naturalists,  Oologists 
and    Sportsmen    should 
all  know  how  to  correct- 
ly mount  all    kinds    of 
birds  and  animals.    WE 
TEACH    TAXIDERMY 
BY    MAIL.       Complete 
course  in  15 lessons.  This 
is  one  of  the    most   de- 
lightful  and    fascinating   of    arts.      Easily 
learned.      STANDARD     METHODS.      En- 
dorsed by  all  leading  taxidermists.     Many 
of  the  best  known  naturalists  of  the  country 
are  numbered  among  our  students.     If  you 
want  to  learn  TAXIDERMY,  we  desire  to 
submit ourproposition  in  full.  Send  TODAY 
for  our  new  illustrated  CATALOG  and  sam- 
ple copy  of  The  TAXIDERMY  MAGAZINE. 
BOTH   FREE.     THE    N.   W.  SCHOOL    OP 
Pittston,  Pa.       TAXIDERMY,  76  Farnam  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 
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STILL    LEADING 

flFTH  EDITION  LATTIN'S  STANDARD  CATALOGUE  OE 


North  American   Birds   Eggs 

With  Oologist  One  Year,  Both  for  50c. 


Compiled  by  Frank  H.  Lattin  and 
Ernest  H.  Short,  with  the  assistance 
of  many  prominent  American  Oolo- 
gri&ts. 

A  Complete  Up-to-date  Check  List 
of  North  American  Birds,  including 
Introduced  Species,  giving  correct  ex- 
change values  on  all  species  whose 
eggs  are  procurable  at  this  time.  Ar- 
ranged according  to  A.   O.   U.   Nome- 


clature,  but  giving  Ridgway's  and 
Coues'  numbers  also.  Printed  on 
one  side  of  page  only  leaving  it  in 
convenient  form  for  making  notes  in 
or  using  for  labelling  purposes. 
Bound  in  light  board  covers.  Xeat  in 
style.  Handy  in  shape  (just  goes  in- 
to full  government  envelope). 

Postpaid  25c  each.    Six  for  $1.25. 


Address  ERNEST  H.  SHORT,  Manager  Oologist,  Chill,  N.  Y. 


Wanted  Aliveo 

Duck  Hawk,  Pigeon  Hawk,  Gos- 
hawk or  Cooper's.  Wild  caught 
bird  prefered  to  nestling  if  flight 
feathers  are  uninjured.  Must  be 
in  good  condition.  Will  give  good 
exchange  in  sets  or  fair  cash  price. 
Can  also  use  certain  Turtles,  Snakes 
and  Lizards  from  the  south  and 
west  (alive)  in  exchange  for   sets. 

Offer  first  class  North  American 
sets  A.  O.  U.  Nos.  13,  27,  30,  40, 
70,  72,  106,  117,  118,  130,  154,  159, 
263,  528,  554  and  many  others  for 
strietly  first  class  sets  of  birds  of 
prey  only. 


Box  F. 


Rowley,  Mass. 


THE     CONDOR 

A     Bi-Monthly    Magazine    of    Western 
Ornithology 

Edited  by  J.  GRINNELL. 

"The  photographic  illustrations 
are  worth  the  price  of  subscription." 
alone  are  worth  the  price  of  subscrip- 
tion."— The   Critic. 

Tine  Condor  begins,  with  1907,  its 
ninth  volume.  A  special  feature  of  this 
volume  includes  in  each  issue,  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  series  of  remarkable 
photographs  of  wild  birds  by  Mr.  H. 
L.  Bohlman  and  Mr.  W.  L.  Finney. 

SPECIAL   OFFER: 

Bohlman,  is  enabled  to  offer  anyone 
sending  One  Dollar  and  Fifty  Cents 
for  a  NEW  subscription  for  one  year, 
and  mentioning  this  offer,  a  5x7  un- 
mounted, copyrighted  photograph  of 
bird    life. 

OR,  a  copy  of  November,  1906  issue 
and  Vol.  9,  1907,  complete,  for  $1.50. 
Subscription  $1.50.     Sample  Copy  30c. 

H.  T.  CLIFTON,  Business  Manager, 
P.  O.  Box  404,  -  Pasadena,  Cal. 
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jr     (Vliles 
Anti-Pain  Pills 


Cure  Headache 

Almost  instantly  and  leave  no  bad  effects. 
They  also  relieve  every  other  pain,  Neural- 
gia, Rheumatic  Pain,  Sciatica,  Backache, 
Stomach  ache,  Ague  Pains,  Pains  from  in- 
jury, Bearing-down  pains.  Indigestion,  Diz» 
Einess,  Nervousness  and  Sleeplessness. 


Prevent 
All=Aches 


By  taking  one  or  two  Dr.  Miles'  Anti-Pain 
Pills  when  you  feel  an  attack  coming  on. 
You  not  only  avoid  suffering,  but  the  weak- 
ening influence  of  pain  upon  the  system.  If 
nervous,  irritable  and  cannot  sleep  take  a 
tablet  on  retiring  or  when  you  awaken. 
This  soothing  influence  upon  the  nerves 
brings  refreshing  sleep. 

2<;  doses.  25  cents     Never  sold  in  bulk. 


The  Oologist. 


Vol.  XXIV.    No.  6. 


Albion,  N.  Y.  June,  1907.  Whole  No.  239 


THE    OOLOGIST, 

A   Monthly   Publication   Devoted   to 

OOLOGY,  ORNITHOLOGY  AND  TAXI- 
DERMY. 

FRANK    H.    LATTIN,    Publisher, 

ALBION,    N.    Y. 

ERNEST    H.     SHORT,     Editor    and    Manager. 

(correspondence  and  Items  of  Interest  to  the 
«tndent  of  Birds,  their  Nests  and  Eggs,  solicited 
from    all. 

TERMS    OF    SUBSCRIPTION: 

Slogle    subscription 50c   per   anniim 

Sample   copies 5c  each 

The  above   rates   Include   payment   of   postage. 

Bach  subscriber  is  given  a  card  good  for  a 
Want,  Exchange  or  For  Sale  Notice.  (This  card 
Is  redeemable  at  any  time  within  one  year  from 
date   thereon.) 

Subscriptions  can  begin  with  any  uumber. 
Back  numbers  of  the  OOLOGIST  can  be  fur- 
nished at  reasonable  rates.  Send  stamp  ?or  de- 
•crlptions    and    prices. 

Remember  that  the  publisher  must  he  noti- 
fied by  letter  when  a  subscriber  wishes  his  pa- 
per  stopped,    and    all   arrearages   must    be    paid. 

ADVERTISING    RATES: 

5  cents  per  nonpareil  line  each  Insertion. 

12  lines  in  every  inch.  Seven  inches  in  a  col- 
umn,   and    two   columns   to   tbe   page. 

Nothing  inserted  for  less  than  25  cents.  No 
"special  rates."  5  cents  per  line  is  "net,"  "rock 
bottom,"  "inside,"  "spot  cash"  rate  from  which 
there  Is  no  deviation  and  no  commission  to 
agents.  If  you  wish  to  use  5  lines  or  less  space 
It  will  cost  you  25  cents;  100  lines,  $5.00;  1000 
lines,  ^0.  "Trade"  (other  than  cash)  adver- 
tisements will  be  accepted  by  special  arrange- 
ment only  and  at  rates  from  double  to  five  times 
cash  rates.  Due  Bills  and  Cards  payable  in  ad- 
vertising win  be  honored  only  at  legular  rates 
In  force  at  the  date  of  issuance  of  said  bill  or 
card. 

Remittances  should  be  made  by  Draft,  Ex- 
press or  Postoffice  Money  Order.  Registered 
Letter  or  Postal  Note.  Unused  U.  S.  Postage 
Stamps  of  any  denomination  will  be  accepted 
for  sums  under  one  dollar.  Make  Money  Or- 
ders and  Drafts  payable  and  address  all  sub- 
scriptions   and    communications    to 

HRNEST    H.    SHORT,     Editor    and    Manager, 
Chill,    Monroe    Co..    N.    Y. 


BRIEF    NOTES    ON      THE      SWAMP 
SPARROW. 


By    Richard    F.    Miller. 


The  interesting  notes  of  Thomas 
Semmes,  Jr.,  in  the  September  Oolo- 
g-ist    regarding    the    Swamp    Sparrow 


attracted  my  attention,  inasmuch  as 
I  am  collecting  data  pertaining  to  the 
nidification  and  other  habits  of  this 
species,  having  made  it  a  subject  for 
monographic  study.  His  statement 
of  nests  being  lined  with  horse- 
hair causes  me  to  ask  whether 
he  is  positive  such  nests  were  not 
the  Song  Sparrow  and  the  Swamp 
ri\ing  species?  The  nests  of  both 
these  species  of  Melospiza  are  great- 
ly similiar  in  constructive  and  com- 
position but  I  have  yet  to  see  a  nest 
of  Swamp  Sparrow  lined  with  hair  or 
any  other  sort  of  material  save  grass 
and  I  have  found  and  have  discrip- 
tions  in  my  note  books  of  several 
hundred  nests.  The  eggs  of  both 
species  are  often  alike  and  the  nov- 
ice is  apt  to  confuse  them,  though 
to  the  advanced  oologist  there  is 
different  in  shell  texture,  the  shell 
of  the  Swamp  Sparrow  being  thin 
and  brittle. 

Mr.  Semmes,  Jr.,  says  he  never 
found  a  set  of  six  eggs.  I.  have  never 
heard  of  this  species  laying  more 
than  five  eggs.  Has  anybody  col- 
lected sets  of  six  laid  by  the  same 
bird?  I  would  be  very  glad  to  hear 
of  such  sets.  Some  authorities  credit 
the  Swamp  Sparrow  as  laying  three 
or  four  eggs  only.  However  sets  of 
five  are  not  common  I  may  say  that 
this  number  of  eggs  is  found  but 
cnce  cut  of  every  ten  or  twelve  sets 
I  have  found.  Four  is  the  uniform 
number  of  eggs  laid,  very  seldom  less. 

Concerning  Mr.  Semmes'  re- 
marks about  the  destruction  of  many 
of  their  eggs  and  nests,  which  he 
thinks  would  cause  a  decrease  in  the 
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bird's  number  annually.  At  a  locali- 
ty north  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia 
during  the  past  four  years  I  have 
robbed  the  Swamp  Sparow  heavily, 
collecting  all  the  nests  with  sets  in 
them  I  could  find  (and  I  don't  exag- 
gerate when  I  say  I  know  how  to 
and  do  find  them,)  and  can  positively 
say  that  this  wholesale  (?)  robbery 
has  not  caused  a  decrease  in  the 
birds  numbers.  Quite  the  contrary, 
and  the  cause  is  obvious  when  I 
mention  that  I  have  never  molested 
a  second  nest,  which  they  build  af- 
ter the  destruction  or  taking  of  their 
first.  Rob  the  birds  of  their  first 
and  subsequent  broods  and  in  a  year 
or  two  will  be  seen  a  noticeable  de- 
crease   in   their   numbers. 

The  Swamp  Sparrow  must  nest 
latter  in  Chesterfield,  Va.,  than  in  the 
vicinity  of  Philadelphia,  for  fresh 
sets  after  June  5  here  are  quite  dif- 
ficult to  find,  referring  of  course  to 
the  first  sets. 

In  conclusion  to  these  brief  remarks 
I  would  say  that  I  should  be  very 
glad  to  receive  any  information  sent 
to  me  or  contributed  to  the  Oologist 
regarding  the  nidification  and  other 
habits  of  the  Swamp  Sparrow,  such 
material  of  any  valuable  will  be  us- 
ed by  me  in  my  contemplated  paper 
on  the  monograph  of  the  Swamp 
Sparrow  and  due  credit  given  to  all 
whose  data  I  may  use. 
October   25,    1906. 


BEFRIEND    SWALLOW; 

KILL    THE    SPARROW. 


This   is  the  Only     Salvation     of     the 
United    States    Cotton    Crop. 


Washington,  May  13. — The  govern- 
ment is  asking  people  all  over  the 
country  to  make  war  on  the  English 
sparrow  and  to  put  up  bird  houses 
and  bore  holes  under  the  eaves  of 
the   barns   to  encourage   the   swallow. 


This  measure  is  made  imperative 
in  order  that  the  cotton  industry  of 
the  United  States  may  not  be  destroy- 
ed. 

All  insect-eating  birds  are  of  im- 
mense value  to  the  fai'mer  and  the 
forester,  but  it  has  been  discovered 
by  the  government  bug  experts  that 
there  is'  no  bird  equal  to  the  swallow. 
Particularly  is  this  true  in  the  mat- 
ter of  the  insect  which  is  destroying 
the   cotton   plantations   of  the   south. 

The  boll  weevil,  despite  every  ef- 
fort to  stay  its  march,  is  spreading 
at  the  rate  of  about  50'  miles  a  year 
and  sooner  or  later  it  is  said  that  it 
is  certain  to  infest  the  entire  cotton 
producing  area — a  fact  which  not 
only  seriously  concerns  the  southern 
planter,  but  in  its  ultimate  conse- 
quences affects  the  well  being  of  the 
whole    country. 

The  aid  of  the  north  is  required, 
as  most  of  the  swallows  spend  part 
of  the  season  in  the  northern  states 
and  in  many  cases  do  their  nesting 
there.  The  bird  is  disappearing, 
however,  because  the  English  spar- 
row harries  him  and  kills  his  young 
by  the  thousands. 

Various  methods  of  exterminating 
the  English  sparrow  are  recommend- 
ed by  the  department.  Most  of  them 
consist  in  the  use  of  poisoned  grain. 


QUESTIONS,   NOTES   AND   COM- 
MENTS. 


Warren,  Pa.,  May  26,  '07. 
Editor   "Oologist," 

Dear  Sir:  — 

The  past  winter  was  rather  tame. 
At  no  time  did  we  have  over  a  foot 
of  snow  although  there  was  consider- 
able cold  weather.  Although  not  un- 
usually severe  it  brought  a  large 
flight  of  white-winged  crossbills  and 
a  good  many  grosbeaks. 

The  crossbills  came  early.  A  few 
put  in  an  appearance  in  late  October 
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and  rapidly  increased  in  numbers  un- 
til by  the  middle  of  November  they 
were  common  in  flocks  throughout 
the  mountains.  One  flocl-;;  that  was 
seen  early  in  December  must  have 
contained  fully  300.  About  camps 
in  the  woods  they  were  tame,  coming 
up  within  a  few  feet  of  the  men. 
About  the  middle  of  January  they 
had  reached  the  height  of  their  abun- 
dance and  from  then  on  their  num- 
bers grew  Je&s  until  March  Sth,  when 
I  saw  the  last.  Toward  the  last  of 
their  stay  t'hey  came  onto  bare  places 
on  the  ground  where  the  snow  had 
melted  off  and  could  then  be  easily 
approached  to  within  a  dozen  feet. 
They  fed  entirely  on  the  small  cones 
o  fthe  hemlocks. 

The  first  grosbeaks  were  seen  on 
Thanksgiving  Day  (November  29th) 
while  enjoying  a  little  chase  with 
the  hounds.  Our  bag  that  day  con- 
sisting of  1  bob-cat,  4  white  rabbits 
(Varying  Hares)  1  grouse  and  a  pine 
grosbeak.  From  t'hen  on  flocks  and 
single  birds  were  met  with.  The  lat- 
ter part  of  January  they  were  most 
common.  Jan.  24th  the  coldest  day 
of  the  winter  (Them.  20  below)  I 
found  a  flock  of  fully  100.  From 
then  on  they  rapidily  became  scarcer 
until  Feb.  13th  wben  the  last  were 
seen.  About  1  out  of  15  was  a  fine 
male  in  beautiful  red  plumage.  They 
fed  almost  entirely  on  the  mountain- 
ash,  occasionally  they  were  found  bud- 
ding on  maples.  Both  male  grosbeaks 
and  male  white-wings  were  fine  song- 
sters. Canada  Nuthatchers  also  win- 
tered rather  commonly.  There  were 
a  few  Northern  Shrikes  and  I  saw  1 
Goshawk  but  no  Snowy  Owls.  On 
the  river  in  the  open  places  quite  a 
few  Am.  Mergansers  and  Golden-eyes 
wintered.  Saw  one  Holobells  Grebe 
on  March  1st. 

Quite  a  few  red  foxes  and  six  fine 
cross  foxes'  were  shot  near  here  dur- 
ing the  winter,  also  quite  a  few  wild- 


cats and  late  in  the  fall  several  bears. 
We  have  had  a  very  late  spring.  All 
migrants  are  much  later  than  usual. 
Ducks  were .  plenty  during  the  latter 
part  of  April.  Swans  were  seen 
twice  late  in  March  but  none  were 
taken.  Saw  a  commom  Tern  May 
20th  first  spring  record. 

To-day  I  was  in  the  woods  for  a 
couple  of  hours  and  took  a  beautiful 
set  of  5  sharp-shinned  hawks.  This 
nest  was  only  20  feet  up  in  a  young 
hemlock  and  was  the  easiest  hawks 
nest  to  reach  1  ever  found.  I  saw 
several  Winter  Wrens  in  a  ravine 
but  could  not  locate  a  nest.  All  the 
warblers  seen  seemed  to  be  on  the 
move  and  had  no  notion  apparently 
of   settling   down   yet. 

Would  like  to  hear  from  others 
about  the  grosbeak  and  crossbills. 
Woul  like  to  know  if  it  was  a  general 
flight  throughout  Western  New  York 
and  Pennsylvania.  Hoping  this  may 
prove  of  interest  to  some  of  the 
readers  of  the  "Oologist"  I  remain 
Your  sincerely 

R.   B.    Simpson. 


Warren,  Warren  Co.,  Pa. 

Toledo,  O. 
Ernest   H.    Short. 

Dear    Sir: — ■ 

I  wish  to  report  the  finding  of  the 
Corj-  Least  Bittern  Ardietta  neoxena 
in  Ohio  (Toledo.)  On  May  22,  1907, 
Mr.  Wm.  P.  Holt  and  myself  saw  it 
first  with  other  Least  Bitterns  in  a 
small  pond  near  the  marshes  of  the 
bay  sliore.  He  saW'  it  again  on  May 
23  and  on  May  25  took  the  specimen, 
a  fine  male.  This  is  I  think  the  first 
record  of  this  rare  bird  for  the  State 
of  Ohio. 

Your  truly, 

A.  C.  Read. 


Strawberry   Point,   Iowa. 

What   is   this?   and   is     it     of     any 

value?     Caught    in    a   mouse    trap    in 
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the  house,  a  perfect  mouse  in  every 
way  but  the  head,  which  resembles 
a  mole  only  nose  is  longer  and  ears 
down  on  the  neck.  It  is  small.  I 
have  mounted  it. 

O.   M.  Greenwood. 


L.  C— Oneida  Co.,  X.  Y. 
The  Bi-colored  and  Tri-colored 
Blackbirds  do  not  occur  in  New  York 
State.  Your  specimen  must  have 
been  the  common  Redwing.  They 
vary  much  in  the  shoulder  markings. 
—Ed. 


New  Bedford,  Mass. 
To  the  Editor   of   the   Oologist." 

Dear  Sir:  — 

A  week  or  so  ago  the  writer  thought 
he  would  visit  the  woods  and  place 
a  birch  stub  with  a  hole  in  it  on  a 
tree  so  that  the  chickadees  might 
use  it  if  they  saw  fit  and  so  that  I 
could  study  their  ways  and  watch 
them  bring  up  their  little  family.  To- 
day I  went  to  ascertain  if  they  had 
favored  me  with  a  visit  and  found  to 
my  great  delight  that  Mrs.  Chicka- 
dee was  at  home  and  had  four  eggs. 
Upon  turning  around  to  return;  not 
more  than  10  feet  away,  up  flew  a 
Wocdcock  nearly  under  my  feet  and 
looking  in  the  ground  I  discovered 
the  nest  with  four  pure  white  eggs 
not  a  spot  on  them  except  a  few 
slight  stains  fro  mthe  damp  leaves 
(as  we  have  had  so  much  rain.)  Now 
all  the  authorities  that  I  have  seen 
say  the  eggs  are  buff  with  brownish 
or  lavender  spots  and  are  hard  to 
find  as  they  are  nearly  the  color  of 
the  leaves.  These  eggs  being  so 
white  I  had  no  difficulty  whatever  in 
seeing  them  after  the  bird  flew  off. 
The  eggs  and  nest  are  now  in  my 
collection  and  are  prized  by  me  as 
they  are  the  first  set  of  Woodcocks 
that  I  ever  found. 

Will  you  kindly  inform  me  if  it  is 
unusual  for  them  to  be   immaculate? 


There  are  a  trifle  larger  than  Screech 
Owl's  but  not  much,  and  are  some- 
what pointed  like  Bob-white.  Nest 
was  made  close  to  a  birch  stick  ly- 
ing  on   the   ground. 

Henry  P.  Burt. 
This   is   the   first     immaculate.     Al- 
bino   set    of    Woodcock    I    have    seen 
recorded. — Ed. 


Luzerne  Co.,  Pa. 
Are   sets   of  .5   of     Prairie     Horned 
Lark  rare?         State. 

E.  W.  C. 
Ans.— No,   quite  common. — Ed. 


THE    MOURNING    DOVE, 


(Zenaidura    macroura.) 


With  the  exception  of  the  Passen- 
ger Pigeon  which  is  now  almost  ex- 
tinct this  is  the  only  member  of  this 
family  that  we  have  in  the  east, 
north  of  the  Gulf  and  South  Atlan- 
tic states.  At  all  seasons  it  is  gre- 
garious but  never  in  such  large 
flocks  as  the  far  famed  pigeons  of 
old.  This  beautiful  yet  dull  colored 
bird  arrives  early  in  March  although 
my  earliest  records  about  Toledo  is 
March  25.  In  this  state  (Ohio)  the 
season  for  hunting  Doves  opens  Sep- 
tember 1,  which  is  too  early,  for 
while  passing  through  a  clump  of 
arbor-vitae  trees  on  September  7, 
1905  I  thought  that  I  would  look  at 
a  certain  nest  of  the  Dove  that  I  had 
found  in  April;  immagine  my  sur- 
prise to  find  it  occopied  by  two  young 
and  yet  it  was  a  week  after  the  sea- 
son had  opened.  From  the  farmer's 
point  of  view  the  Mourning  Dove  is 
one  of  the  most  useful  of  all  the 
birds  on  the  farm.  It  feeds  a  great 
deal  upon  weed  seeds  such  as  pig- 
eon grass,  rag  weed,  etc.  According 
to  the  report  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  more  than  99  per  cent,  of 
the  food  of  this  dove  is  vegetable 
matter   and   less   1   per   cent,   animal. 
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The  animal  matter  is  supposed  to  be 
only  the  weevils  or  worms  contained 
in  the  seeds.  The  dove  generally 
raises  two  or  three  broods  a  season 
but  only  two  birds  are  raised  at  a 
time.  The  eggs  are  pure  white  and 
average   about   1.12x0.82. 

The  nesting  season  begins  early  in 
April  and  continues  until  September 
or  even  later  in  the  fall.  Of  the  nine 
nests'  of  the  Mourning  Dove  that  I 
found  during  the  season  of  1905,  the 
highest  was  20  feet  fro^m  the  ground 
and  lowest  was  3  feet.  All  but  two 
were  in  evergreen  or  arbor-vitae 
trees  and  those  two  were  in  apple 
trees. 

The  first  nest  was  found  on  April 
15,  and  was  situated  in  an  apple  tree 
about  10  feet  from  the  ground.  The 
nest  consisted  of  just  a  few  straws 
laid  across  the  rim  of  a  deserted 
robin's  nest.  It  contained  the  in- 
complete set  of  one  egg. 

The  second,  was  found  on  April 
22,  in  an  arbor-vit«,  three  feet  from 
the  ground   and  contained  2  eggs. 

No.  3,  on  the  following  Saturday, 
April  29,  about  three  feet  from  the 
ground,   containing  1    egg. 

No.  4,  was  found  on  May  7,  about 
20  feet  from  the  ground  which  is  the 
highest  yet  found  by  me.  It  also 
contained  1  egg. 

No.  5.  on  May  7,  also,  eight  feet 
from  the  ground.  This  was  the 
smallest  dove's  nest  that  I  ever  saw 
and  was  scarcely  as  large  as  the 
palm  of  my  hand.  It  contained  two 
j-oung  but  a  few  days  old. 

Nov.  6,  On  May  27,  6  feet  from  the 
ground,  1  egg. 

No.  7,  May  27,  41/^  feet  from  the 
ground,  2  eggs. 

No.  8,  was  found  July  15,  about  12 
feet  from  the  ground  on  the  horizon- 
tal limb  of  an  apple  tree  and  confin- 
ed 1  young  ready  to  fly. 

No.  9,  and  the  last  of  the  season 
was   found   on    September   7,   six   feet 


from   the    ground     and     contained     2 
young. 

All  of  these  nests  were  found  near 
Rossford  just  outside  the  city  limits 
of  Toledo  except  No.  8,  which  was  at 
Round    Lake,    Mich. 

During  1906,  very  few  field  trips 
were  made  in  the  nesting  season  and 
hence  only  four  Mourning  Doves' 
nest  were  found. 

No.  1,  April  18,  in  arbor-vitae  10 
feet  from  the  ground,  2  young. 

No.  2,  April  21,  in  thorn  tree  8  ft. 
from  the  ground,  2  eggs. 

No.  3,  April  28,  in  arbor-vitae  S  feet 
from  the  ground.  It  was'  built  on  a 
Robin's  nest  and  contained  no  eggs. 

No.  4,  May  12,  in  arbor-vitae  5  feet 
from  the  ground,  2  eggs. 

A.  C.  Read, 
Toledo.  O. 


A  Trip  to  Cholame,  Calif. 


One  bright  sunny  day  in  March  a 
friend  and  myself  started  out  on  a 
collecting  trip.  We  left  Shandon  us- 
ing a  horse  and  buggy  for  convey- 
ance as  we  intended  to  go  till  we 
found  some  good  eggs.  The  first  nest 
we  found  was  a  Western  Red  Tail 
having  1  egg  which  we  left.  We 
kept  going  until  we  came  to  an 
Eagle's  nest.  We  found  the  bird  on 
the  nest.  My  friend  climbed  to  the 
nest  to  find  one  egg.  I  knew  of  an- 
other eagle's  nest  2  miles  above  that 
one.  We  could  see  the  eagle  on  the 
nest  when  we  arrived  there.  My 
friend  shinned  up  to  find  two  of  the 
prettiest  eggs  we  have  ever  seen, 
which  Mr.  Taylor  has  in  his  large 
collection.  We  compared  them  with 
his  Eagle  Series  to  find  them  about 
the    prettiest   in  'his'   Series. 

A  month  after  I  found  another  set 
in  the  second  nest,  very  much  nicer 
than  the  first  set,  a  set  that  is  very 
hard  to  beat  in  beauty.  I  havet  aken 
several    sets    of   Prairie    Falcon    here. 
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and  Pacific  Horned  Owl,  Red-bellied 
Hawk  and  Desert  Sparrow-hawk  but 
a  friend  of  mine  let  me  have  one  of 
the  nicest  sets  of  Desert  Sparrow- 
hawk  I  have  ever  seen.  I  took  3 
nice  sets  of  Am.  Raven  the  first  be- 
ing a  set  of  5,  the  second  a  set  of  5, 
and  the  third  a  set  of4  ,all  beingfresh 
eggs. 

I  am  hoping  to  get  out  this  fall  to 
see  some  of  my  old  bird  chums,  be- 
ing my  only  chance,  as  collecting 
starts  here  early  in  March.  I  will 
now  mention  the  Prairie  Falcon 
again.  I  started  out  to  get  an  inac- 
cesable  nest  of  Prairie  Falcon  tak- 
ing two  boys,  one  about  13,  the  other 
14  years'  old.  When  we  arrived 
there  the  bird  being  on  the  nest,  I 
climbed  up  the  side  of  the  rock,  and 
tied  a  rope  to  a  hole  in  the  rock  and 
lowered  my  rope  down  over  a  hun- 
dred feet  the  young  boy,  being  an 
expert,  climbed  down  had  the  eggs, 
and  was  down  in  40  minutes  after 
he  started  up.  The  eggs  were  fresh, 
but  one  being  broken  on  the  road 
home   left  an  incomplete   set  of  four. 

If  any  of  you  bird  friends  have  tak- 
en the  eggs  of  this  Falcon  you  know 
the  danger  one  runs  in  getting  them. 
F.  Truesdale. 
Editor   Oologist:  — 

Your  comment  on  Mr.  Reinecke's 
article  concerning  the  Nesting  of  the 
Great  Blue  Heron  in  New  York  see 
Dec.  '06  Oologist,  is  susceptible  of 
miscontruction.  It  is  possible  that 
your  comment  may  be  understood  as 
indicating;  that  sets  of  eggs  of  the 
.  Blue  Heron  in  the  North  are  normal- 
ly. Three  and  Four  in  number;  and 
that  the  eggs  are  relatively  large  of 
size. 

It  is  doubtful  if  this  induction  holds 
good.  I  have  never  heard  of  a  set 
of  Six  Eggs  as  having  been  taken  in 
the  West;  while  the  normal  woul^ 
seem  to  lie  in  sets  of  Four  and  of 
Five.     As  to   sizes   it   would  be   both 


of  interest  and  value  if  collectors 
would  carefully  measure  sets  of 
Southern-collected  and  of  Northern- 
taken  sets  of  the  Great  Blue  Heron  in 
their  possession;  and  then  report, 
concertedly,  to  the  Oologist  as  to  re- 
sults covering  both  the  lines  of  data 
in  question. 

P.  B.  Peabody, 
Blue  Rapids,  Kan. 

Ans. — Sorry  this  was  subject  to 
such  misconstruction.  Just  the  op- 
posite was  intended.  Sets  of  Tex. 
and  Fla.  eggs  passing  through  my 
hands  have  usually  run  3  or  4  eggs 
of  large  average  size.  Northern  sets 
have  run  up  to  5  and  6  eggs  and  ap- 
parently  averaging   smaller. 

As  a  partial  test  we  measured  the 
first  sets  2-3  from  Texas  that  we 
came  to.  Average  2.65x1.85  hundredths.. 
The  first  sets  2-5  we  struck  one  from 
New  York  and  one  from  Utah  meas- 
ured average  of  2.47x1.79.  Nothing 
alarming  in  difference  but  to  stand 
off  and  look  a  series  it  looks  more 
than   that.— Ed. 


REMINISCENCES       OF       BIRD-LIFE 
AT  CAMP  ALGER,  VA. 


By  B.  S.  Bowdish. 


Recently  while  looking  over  some 
old  papers,  I  came  across  some  notes 
prepared  for  a  brief  paper  on  the 
birds  noted  while  in  camp  during  the 
summer  of  1898,  at  Falls  Church,  Va., 
and  as  these  notes  refer  to  bird-life 
under  rather  peculiar  conditions,  I 
combined  that  they  might  still  be 
worth    publishing. 

I  believe  that  the  army  gathered  at 
Camp  Alger  was  some  thing  like  16,- 
000,  and  it  may  be  readily  under- 
stood that  the  proximity  of  this  mul- 
titude did  not  tend  to  increase  the 
number  of  birds  in  that  region.  The 
opporunities  for  observation  which  I 
enjoyed,  were  confined  to  the  small 
area   of  the  Third   New   York  Volun- 
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Rustic   Bridge,  Jamestown    Exposition. 


teer  camp,  save  when  in  battalion 
drill  we  skirmished  over  the  adjacent 
country,  and  through  the  woods.  The 
list  of  birds  follws: 

Herring  Gull  (Larus  argentatus.) 
Noted  a  number  of  times  flying  over 
camp,  at  some  height. 

American  Bittern  (Botaurus  lenti- 
ginosus.)      One   seen  near   camp. 

Great  Blue  Heron  (Ardeaherodias.) 
One  noted   flying  over. 

Green  Heron  (Butorides  vives- 
cents.)       Several    seen    near    camp. 

Yellow-legs  (Totanus  flavipes.)  One 
or   two  near   camp. 

Spotted  Sandpiper  (Actitis  macu- 
laria.)      Not  uncommon. 

Killderr  (Oxyechus  vociferus.) 
Abundant  in  the  fields  around  camp. 

Bobwhite  (Colinus  virginianus.) 
Abundant  in   woods  close  by. 

Ruffed  Grouse  (Bonasa  umbellus.) 
croura.)      Quite  common. 


Turkey  Vulture      (cathartes     aura.) 
Abundant. 

Sharp-shinned       Hawk        (Accipiter 
velox.)      Common. 

Coopers'  Hawk     (Accipiter  cooperi.) 
A  few  noted. 

Red-shouldered   Hawk    (Buteo  linea- 
tus.)     A  fairly  common  bird. 

American    Sparrow      Hawk      (Falco 
sparverius.)      Common   about  camp. 

Screech      Owl      (Megascops      asio.) 
Often  heard  at  night  about  camp. 

Yellow-billed       Cuckoo        (coccyzus 
americanus.)      Quite   common. 

Black-billed   Cuckoo    (Coccyzus    ery- 
thropthalmus.)     A  few  seen. 

Belted    Kingfisher    (Ceryle    alcyon.) 
A  few. 

Yellow-bellied    Sapsucker      (Sphyra- 
pubescens.)      Common. 

Hairy    Woodpecker    (Dryobates    vil- 
losus.)     A  few  noted. 
,    Downy      Woodpecker        (Dryobates 
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picus    varius.)   •  Noted    one    specimen 
in  July. 

Red-headed  Woodpeclier  (Melaner- 
pes  erythrocep'halus.)     Common. 

Flicker  (Coloptes  auratus.)  Abun- 
dant. 

Whip-poor-will  (Antrostomus  voci- 
terus.)  On  some  evenings  the  clear 
call  of  this  bird  rang  from  side  to 
side  of  the  camp,  and  was  picked  up 
and   re-echoed   in   every   direction. 

Nighthawk  (Chordeiles  virginian- 
us.)     Very  common. 

Chimney  Swift  (Ohastura  pelagica.) 
Abundant. 

Ruby-throated  Humingbird  (Troch- 
ilus  colubris.)      One  or  two  noted. 

Kingbird  (Tyrannus  tyrannus.) 
Fairly  common. 

Crested  Flycatcher  (Myiarchus  cri- 
nitus.)     A  few  noted. 

Phoebe  (Sayornis  phoebe.)  Com- 
mon. 

Acadian  Flycatcher  (Empidonax 
virescens.)      A  few   noted. 

Prairie  Horned  Lark  (Otacoris  al- 
pestris  praticola.)  A  number  ob- 
served. 

Blue  Jay  (Cyanocitta  cristata.) 
Very  common. 

American  Crow  {corvus  brachyryn- 
chos.)      Common. 

Bobolink  (Dolichonyx  oryzivorus.) 
A  few  noted. 

Cowbird  (MO'lotheru«  ater.)  Com- 
mon. 

Red-winged  Blackbird  (Agelaius 
phoeniceus.)      Common. 

Bronzed  Crackle  (Quiscalus  quiscu- 
la  asneus.)      Common. 

Purple  Finch  (Carpodacus  purpure- 
us.)     A  few  noted. 

American  Goldfinch  (Astragalinus 
tristis.)      Common. 

Vesper  Sparrow    (Poocaetes  gramin- 

eus. )     Abundant. 
Chipping   Sparrow    (Spizella     socia- 
lis.)      Abundant. 

Song  Sparrow  (Melospiza  cinerea 
melodia.)     Abundant. 


Towhee  (Pipilo  erythropthalmus.) 
A  few. 

Cardinal  (Cardinalis  cardinalis.) 
Common.  Birds  were  feeding  young 
close  to  camp. 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  (Zamelo- 
dia.)     One  or  two  noted. 

Indigo  Bunting  (Cyanospiza  cya- 
nea.)     A  few  noted. 

Purple  Martin  Progne  subis.)  A 
number  bred  in  bird  boxes  on  poles 
in   camp. 

Cliff  Swallow  (Petrochelidon  luni- 
frons.) 

Barn  Swallow  (Hirundo  erythro- 
gaster.) 

Tree   Swallow    (Iridoproenehicolor.) 

Bank     Swallow      (Riparia    riparia.) 

The?e   four    species,     separately    and 

associated,     were     seen       frequently 

about  camp. 

White-rumped  Shrike  (Lanius  lu- 
dovicionus  excubitorides.)  Shrikes', 
supposed  to  belong  to  this  species, 
were  frequently   seen   about   camp. 

Red-eyed  Vireo  (Vireo  olivaceus.) 
Common. 

Yellow-throated  Viero  (Vireo  fiavi- 
frons.)      One   noted. 

Black  and  White  Warbler  (Mniotil- 
ta  varia.)     One  seen. 

Prairie  Warbler  (Dendroica  discol- 
or.)    Common. 

Yellow-breasted  Chat  (Icteria  \ir- 
ens.)     One  noted. 

Catbird  (Galeoscoptes  carolinen- 
sis.)  Common.  Noted  set  three  par- 
tially incubated  eggs  late  in  July. 

Brown  Creeper  (Certhia  familiaris 
americana.)      One   seen. 

White-breasted  Nuthatch  (Sitta 
carolinensis.)      Common. 

Tufted  Titmouse  (Baeolophus  bi- 
color.)  Abundant  and  interesting, 
as  usual. 

Chickadee  (Parus  atricapillus.) 
Common. 

Wilson's  Thrush  (HyloicMa  fus'ces- 
cens.)     A  few  seen. 

American  Robin  (Merula  migrato- 
ria.)      A  few  seen. 

Bluebird  (Sialia  sialis.)  Very 
abundant. 
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A  Suggestion. 


Dear  Mr.  Short:  — 

Here  is  a  suggestion.  Suppose  you 
would  malve  an  editorial  remarlv  in 
the  Oologist,  regarding  all  advertis- 
ers and  also  the  Oologists  in  their 
letters  for  exchange  to  use  the  List 
Numbers  in  rotation,  as:  1  1-5,  iOVz, 
406  1-6,  501  1-5,  etc.,  and  not  have 
726  1-5,  541/2,  3201/2,  6  1-6,  6IO14,  etc. 
It  will  save  a  great  deal  of  time  and 
annoyance.  I  am  positive  that  you'll 
do  all  collectors  a  good  turn. 
With  kind  regards, 

Yours    sincerely, 
Ottomar  Reinecke. 

ALARM  WATCH. 

Just  what  every  ornithologist,  camper  or 
early  riser  needs.  Swiss  movement,  gun 
metal  case,  stem  wind  and  set,  good  time 
keeper.  Price$7.00.  Stop  watch  same  quality 
$14.00.    Sent  postpaid  on  receipt  of  price. 

SEABOARD  SUPPLY  CO. 
17  William  Street.  New  York, 


ON  YOUR 

HUNTING  TRIP 

Be  sure  to  be  properly  enuinperi — obtain  the  STEV- 
ENS and  you  CANNOT  GO  wkong.    We  make 

RIFLES  .  .  .  from  $2.25  to  $150.00 
PISTOLS  .  .  .  from  2.50  to  50.00 
SHOTGUNS.    .     from    7.50  to      35.00 

Ask  your  dealer  and  insist  Send  for  u^-pa^e  ilius- 
on  our  popular  make.  If  trated  catalog.  If  inter- 
youcannotobtain, -vveship  ested  in  SHOOTING,  you 
direct,  ca>-ria^e  cfitir£'(s  oujhttohave  it.  Mailed 
prepaid,  upon  receipt  of  for  four  cents  in  stamps  to 
catalog  price.  cover  postage. 

Our  attractive  three-color  Aluminum  Hanger  will  be 
sent  anywhere  for  lo  cents  in  stamps. 

J.  STEVENS  ARMS  AND  TOOL   CO., 

p.  O.  Box  J096 

Chicopee  Falls,  Mass.,  XT.  S.  A. 
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42nd  Thousand  !       42nd  ! 
BIRD    GUIDE. 

By  CHESTER  A.  REED,  S.  B. 

Author  of   North   American  Birds  Eggs,  and  with  Frank  M.  Chapman  of  Color  Key  to  North  American    Birds 
Editor  of  the  American  Bird  Magazine. 

This  is  a  popular  pocket  guide  and  text  book  to  ALL  THE  LAND  BIRDS  EAST 
OF  THE  ROCKIES,  from  the  Parrots  to  the  Bluebirds.     It  is  prepared  especially  for 

teachers  and  students,  after  years  of  study  as  to  their 
needs.  It  has  the  following  points  of  superiority  over 
any  other  Bird  Book: 

COLORED  ILLUSTRaTIO.NS.— Every  bird  is 
shown  in  natural  colors,  including  females  and  young 
when  they  differ. 

SCOPE. — All  the  land  birds  east  of  the  Rockies 
are  included.  It  gives  the  range  and  habit  of  each 
bird,  their  songs  as  nearly  as  they  can  be  written,  and 
description  of  their  nests  and  eggs. 

SMALL  SIZE. — It  can  easily  be  carried  in  the 
pocket,  measuring  but  3x5  inches.  200  pages,  bound 
in  flexible  sock  cloth  or  leather.  We  have  made  the 
price  of  the  book  as  low  as  possible  considering  the 
good  workmanship  and  material  that  is  used.  It  is  so 
low  that  anyone  can  afford  it,  but  no  one  can  afford  to 
be  without  it. 

IT  NAMES  THE  BIRDS  FOR.  YOU 

Bound  in  flexible  sock  cloth,  postpaid 

SO  CEINTS 

Five  cloth  bound  copies  for  $2.00  postpaid 

Bound  in  flexible  leather,  75cts.     Five  copies  for  $3.00  postpaid. 

We  want  agents  in  every  city,  town  and  school.  Good  commissions. 
Send  for  prospectus  of  Bird  Books  and  sample  copy  of  the  AMERICAN 
BIRD  MAGAZINE. 


CHAS.  K.  REED. 


WORCESTER..  MASS. 
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The  Greatest  Offer  Ever  Made   By  a 
Publisher  in  the  History  of  the  World 

S  1  0  0  0    '^fSS^    FREE 

Yes,  Absolutely  Free  with  every  Yearly  Subscription  to 

The   American  Farmer 

Of  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  for  one  year  and  the 

OOLOGIST 

for2l   months,  (Apr.    1907, to    Dec.    1908).     Both    Papers    and    $1000    Accident 
Insurance  Policy  with  no  other  dues  or  assessments,  for  only 

$1,00 


The  American  Farmer  is  the  only 
Literary  Farm  Journal  pu'blished.  It 
fills  a  position  of  its  own  and  has  ta- 
ken the  leading  place  in  the  home  of 
rural  people  in  every  section  of  the 
United  .States.  It  gives  the  farmer 
and  his  family  something  to  think 
about  asdde  froan  the  humdrum  of 
routine  duties.  Every  issue  contains 
an  original  poem  by  Solon  L.  Goode. 

The    publishers     of     the    American 


Farmer  have  gone  to  great  expense  to 
secure  these  Accident  Policies'  for  its 
readers.  It  proposes  to  have  the  big- 
gest circulation  of  any  agricultural 
journal  in  the  world.  To  this  end 
we  make  this  marvelous  offer  of  a 
Free  Limited  Accident  Policy  for 
$1,0'0'0  to  every  new  suhscriber  to  the 
American  Farmer  and  The  Oologist, 
who  will  pay  a  year  in  advance.  The 
Policy  pays  as  follows: 


For  Loss  of  Life   $1,000.00 

For  Los'S  of  Both  Eyes,  meaning  entire  and  permanent  loss  of  sight  of 

hoth   eyes 1,000.00 

For  Loss  of  Both  Hands,  iby  actual  and  complete  severance  at  or  above 

the  wrist 1,000.00 

For  Los'9  of  Both  Feet,  by  actual  and  complete  severance  at  or  above 

the    ankle    1,000.00 

For  Loss  of  One  Hand  and  One  Foot,  by  actual  and  complete  severance 

at  or  above  the  wrist  and  ankle 1,000.00 

For  Loss  of  One  Hand,  by  actual  and  complete  severance  at  or  above 

the  wrist    250.00 

For  Loss  of  One  Foot,  hy  actual  and  complete  severance  at  or  ahove 

the    ankle 250.00 

For  Loss  of  One  Eye,  meaning  entire  and  permanent  loss  of  the  sight 

of  one  eye    lOO.OO 

If  you  will  subscribe  at  once  on  the  coupon  below,  we  will  give  you  a  year's 
subscription  to  both  papers,  in  addition  give  you  a  Free  Accident  Policy  for 
$1,000  fully  paid  for  one  year,  without  any  dues  or  assessments  of  any  kind. 
The  policy  covers  a  wide  range  of  risks,  including  death  or  injury  on  railroad 
trains  and  other  public  conveyances,  elevators,  trolley  cars,  etc.;  also  accidents 
on  the  high  road,  from  riding  or  driving,  automobiles,  horses,  hurning  buildings, 
hold-up,  drowning,  hicycle  accidents,  etc.  $5.00  a  week  if  disabled  will  be  paid 
for  a  number  of  weeks  if  you  are  disabled  in  any  way  described  in  the  policy. 
You  can  have  the  paper  and  policy  sent  to  different  addresses  if  you  so  desire. 
—  MAIL  THIS  TODAY  =1^^==^^=^= 

To  The  Oologist,  Chili,  N.  Y.,  I  enclose  $1M  for  which  send  me  the  American 
Farmer  one  year  and  The  Oologist  21  months,  and  the  Limited  Accident  Insur- 
ance Policy  for  $1,000.00. 

Name    P.    O 

State    Age    

The  Age  Limit  on  this  Policy  is  Between  16  and  65  Inclusive. 
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Birds  and  Bird  Homes 

"AS  THEY  WERE  SNAPPED." 

Our  portfolio  of  fine  Half  Tone  reproductions  of  twenty-three 

good  photos  of 

Birds   and   Birds'   Nests  from  Nature 

BRIEF  DESCRIPTIONS 

Includes  Studies  in 

PROTECTIVE  COLORATION 
BIRD  ARCHITECTURE  AND 
YOUNG    BIRDS.    :    :    :     :     : 

COVER  IN  COLORS.        UNCUT  EDGE.        TIED  BACK 

Postpaid,  25  cents.     With  The  Oologist  one  year,  both  50  cents. 
Address  MANAGER  OOLOGIST,  CHILI,  N.  Y. 

•  TTTTVTVTTTTTTtTVVTTTTTTTVTV  TTf TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT* 

I  CombinaLtion  Offer.  1 

►  We  Offer  Oologist  one  year  ^ 
^             and  Reed's  "North  American  Birds  Eggs,"  4 

►  New  illustrated  Key,  $2.50  postpaid,  all  prepaid  $2.60      < 

^     Oologist  one  year  ^ 

►  and  Chapman's  "Color  Key,"  ^ 

►  New  Color  Key  to  North   American   Birds,  $2.50   postpaid,  -4 

►  all  prepaid $2.60      < 

^      Oologist  one  year  Z 

►  and  "Frederick  Young"  ^ 
^                    The  Natural  History  Novel,  prepaid $  -90      ^ 

►  Oologist /bz^r  years,  Jan.  1905  to  Dec.  1908,  ^ 

►  and  "North  American  Birds  Eggs"  or  "Color  Key,"- • -$5.25      ^ 
Oologist /oMf  years,  as  above,  ^ 

and  a  copy  of  our  new  "Standard  Catalogue"    of   North  ^ 

►  American  Birds  Eggs $1.00      -4 

""      Oologist /bz//' years  and  "Fredericl<  Young," $1.40 

The  Oologist  4  years,  and  "Land  Birds,"  Baird,  Brewer  &  Ridg.; 
New  Edition,  Colored  Plates,  price  $10.00,  for  $8.60. 

►  Address 
t  ERNEST  H.  SHORT. 

►  Manager  Oologist  Chili,  N.Y.       M 

•  AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA  AAAAAAAAA AAAAAAAA AAAAAAAAAA • 


The  Oologist. 

A  MONTHLY  PUBLICATION  DEVOTED  TO 

OOLOGY,  ORNITHOLOGY  AND  TAXIDERMY. 


WANTS,  FOR  SALES  AND  EXCHANGES. 

Brief  Special  announcements  "Wants,"  "  Exchanges,"  "For  Sales,"  inserted  in  this  de- 
partment for  25  cents  per  25  words.  Notices  over  25  words  charged  at  the  rate  of  1-2  cent  for 
each  additional  word.    No  notice  inserted  for  less  than  25  cents.    Terms,  cash  with  order. 

Strictly  first-class  specimens  will  be  accepted  in  payment  at  1-3  list  rates. 


Vol.  XXIV.    No.  7. 


ALBION,  N.  Y.,  JULY,  1907. 


Whole  No.  240 


Take  Notice. 

Examine  the  number  following  your 
name  on  the  wrapper  of  this  month's 
Oologist.  It  denotes  when  your  sub- 
scription expired  or  will  expire. 

Remember  we  must  be  notified  if 
you  wish  paper  discontinued  and  all 
arrearages  must  be  paid. 
209  your  subscription  expired  Dec,  1904 
240  vour  subscription  expires  with  this  issue 
245    •  "  "  "         Dec,  1907 

257    "  "  "  "  Dec.  1908 

Intermediate  numbers  can  easily  be 
determined.  If  we  have  you  credited 
wrong  we   wish   to   rectify. 

Entered  as  second-class  matter  De- 
cembed  21,  1903.  at  the  post  office,  at 
Albion,  N.  Y.,  under  the  Act  of  Con- 
gress of  Marcli   3,   1S79. 

LANTERN  .'GLIDES. -A  lot,  many  2nd 
grade  (a  little  dense  or  thin),  all  fair,  some 
very  good  for  best  cash  or  exchange  offer. 
B.  S.  BOWDISII,  Demarest,  N.  Y. 

I  DESIRE  a  chance  to  exchange  f<.>r  your 
good  and  rare  sets  this  season  ;ind  will  have 
a  choice  li'st  for  you  to  select  from.  FRED 
M.  DILLE,  :j07  Continental  Bldg..  Denver, 
Colo. 

ENGLISH  CAVIES.-Black,  buff,  silver- 
grey,  red  and  whi'e  and  red  Absynnians. 
Also  Brown  Leghorn  Cockerels  and  registered 
Shropshire  ram  lambs.  Will  exchange  for 
A.  No.  I  sets,  choice  Indian  reli's,  bird  books 
or  cash.     FRANK  H.  LATTIX.  Albion.  N.Y, 

FOR  SALE  OR  EXCHANGE.  -  English 
and  Abyssinian  Cavies.  Homing  Pigeons, 
Foreign  and  United  States  Coins,  Book  on 
breeding  Skunks,  50c,  Tanning  Process;  will 
tan  large  or  smnll  Pelts  very  soft.  Some 
sets.    ALMON  KIBBE,  Mayville.  N.  Y. 

TO  EXCHANGE.  -  Sets  187  1-4.  177  1-7. 
297a  1-8,  707  1-4,  487  1-6,  32  I  1,  64  l-I,  385  1-4. 
Also  shells  and  curios.  Wanted  first  class 
sets.  Address.  ERNEST  H.  SHORT.  Box 
173,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

ATTENTION'. -If  you  want  a  real  bargain 
in  high  grade  taxidermists'  tools,  (slightly 
used,)  write  enclosing  stamp  for  particulars 
to  ROB'T.  W.  GLENN.  Wooster.  Ohio. 


WANTED.-The  coming  season.  A.  I. 
aw?/ie?><«csetsof  10.  36,  81,82. 124,  204,  299,  334a. 
345,  352a.  372.  379,  660,  662,  664,  672,  749.  Offer 
Loons,  Albatross,  Ducks  and  Geese.  Raptorcs 
as  Kites.  Eagles,  Grey  Gyr.  Falcons  or  dol- 
lars if  you  want  them.  Reliable  collectors 
write.    A.  E.  PRICE.  Grant  Park,  HI. 

\VANT.— Eggs  in  sets  and  good  Indian 
relics.  I  offer  eggs,  shells  and  showy  mount- 
ed butterflies.  ERNEST  H.  SHORT,  Box  173. 
Rochester,  N,  Y. 

WANTED— For  cash,  skins  of  Albino  birds 
or  mammals,  rare  nests,  eggs  and  skins 
Eskimo  Curlew  in  particular.  Nesting  sites 
of  all  birds  that  preed  in  holes  or  cavities  in 
trees.  Quote  anything  of  the  sort  you  may 
have  to  offer.  .JOHN  LEWIS  CHILDS 
Floral  Park.   N.  Y.  Dec  t.  f. 

AUK  AND  NUTTALI.'S  BULLETIN  com- 
plete for  $100.  Auk  IS84-1905.  22  vols,  com- 
plete! All  except  last  are  finely  bound  in 
cloth.  Nuttal's  Bulletin  complete  in  8  vols, 
bound.    J.  L.  CHILDS,  Floral  Park,  N.  Y. 

\\'ILL  GIVE  good  exchange  for  flying  st^uir- 
rel>^.  females,  with  young  preferred,  also  for 
reds,  chipmunks  and  other  small  mammals. 
Young  mink,  beaver  and  otter  greatly  desired 
Box  F.  Rowley,  Mass. 

FOR  EXCHANGE.- A  choice  list  of  sets 
including  No's.  9  1-2,  82.1  M.  145  1-8.  141 1-8  1-6, 
353  1-3,  354  1-3,  370a  1-5,  376  1-fi,  459  1-3,  536  1-4. 
534  1-5,  641 1-4,  639  1-5,  654a.  618  1-4  for  species 
not  in  my  collection.  THOS.  H.  .JACKSON, 
304  N.  Franklin  St.,  W.  Chester.  Pa. 

HAWKS.  ETC.-Red  shouldered  Hawk  2-3 
1-4.  22c.  per  egg;  Chicken  Tortoise  2-8  1-9,  6c. 
per  egg:  3  draw  telescope,  20  times  power. 
12.75:  old  style  cap  lock  pistol.  comp]ete  work- 
ing order,  $1.50:  old  Flint  lock  horse  pistol, 
complete.  $5.00.  All  the  above  prepaid. 
Homeing  Pieeons,  1907  banded.  80  cents  pair, 
JAS.  O.  .KJHNSON,  Southington,  Conn. 

OFFER  — A  long  series  of  rare  and  beautiful 
butterflies  from  all  partsof  the  World,  either 
spread  or  in  papers  for  a  first  class  collection 
ot  stamps.  Also  wanted  first  class  bird 
skins,  eygs  with  data.  LEVI  W.  MENGEL, 
Boys'  High  School,  Reading,  Pa. 
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STAMPS.— To  exchange  for  birds'  egss  or 
skins.  Also  a  few  skins  and  eggs  to  trade  for 
same.  F.  T.  COKLESS,  804  E.  14  St.  X.,  Port- 
land. Or.  Jy.  7.  t. 

FOR  EX('H\XOE.-Fine  sets  of  5I9c,  464..'. 
5S8c,  622d.  I  want  Kaptores  or  water  birds 
in  exchange.  1I0W.\R1)  WRIGHT,  Avalon. 
Catalina.  Calif. 

FOR  EXCHAXGE.-A  4x5  Hawkeye  Jr. 
Camera,  slate  or  film,  never  used,  for  $i5 
worth  of  first  class  sets.  RICHARD  F. 
MILLER,  347;^  Amber  St..  Philadelphia.  Pa. 

TO  EXCHAX(;E.-Eggs  in  sets.  Send  list 
and  receive  mine.  .1.  CLAIRE  WOOD,  179 
17th  St.,  Detroit,  Mich. 

Houghtaling's  Handbook  of  LIseful  Infor- 
luation,  bound  in  embossed  cloth,  50c,  $2.00 
in  exchange;  Alligator  leatherette,  25c,  75c  in 
exchange:  Paper,  10c.  25c.  exchange.  Send 
list  or  cash.  HO  VVA  RD  W.  INIcMILLEX,  Ada, 
Ohio. 

SHELLS.— P'or  those  starting  a  collection 
will  make  up  line  lots  at  a  low  price.  Amer- 
ican and  foreign  correspondence  soliciteti. 
WM.  X.  SOCTHEH.  (iroton.  Mass. 

FOR  SALE  OR  EXCHAXGE. -Mounted 
birds  will  exchange  for  eggs  in  sets.  Al^^o 
bird  skins.  Send  full  lists.  JESSE  T. 
CRAVEX,  572  Hubbard  Ave.,  Detroit,   Mich. 

FOR  SALE  OR  EXCHAXtiE.  -  Eggs  in 
sets  and  singles.  Also  bird  skins  for  bird 
skins.  Have  sets  off),  47.  49,  77,  2i9.  :«9.  :^42, 
373,  375,  474b.  513,  509,  703,  705,  643,  715.  725,  759b, 
and  others.  Si-nd  lists.  JESSE  T.  CRAVEX, 
572  Hubbard  Ave.,  Detroit,  .Mich. 

TAXIDERIVIY. 

Are  you  p;nticular  how  your  work  is  done 
on  you  1  nil. uiited  heads,  biids,  etc.  ?  It  so, 
you  are  the  man  I  am  looking  for-.  Fine  life 
like  productions  are  in  my  line.  Send  stamp 
for  1907  art  folder  explaining  Scientific  20th 
Century  Taxidermy.    Sincerely  yours. 


E.  W.  CAMPBELL, 
323  Wyoming  Ave. 


THE  LATEST  THING. 


EGG 


Pittston,  Ps 


CURIOS  FISH. 

A  new  lot  of  nicely  prepared  specimens 
from  the  (iulf.    (-'ontains. 

Porcupine  Fish $  .40 

Cowtish 40 

Puffer 38c.  and    .tJO 

Fool  Fish 3H 

Sea  Bas 40.-.  and    .75 

Angel  Fish 40 

Flounder .3S 

Moon  Fish 45 

Pompano 3fS 

Fiddler  Crab .Oti 

Hermit  Crab 12 

King  Crab 17 

Sawfish  Saws 25c.  and    .35 

Goose  Barnacle Oi 

Keyhole  Urchin  OSc.  and    .12 

Purple  Spined  Urchin 10 

Sea  Horse 2(t 

Prices  postpaid.     One  of  each,  entire  lot 
prepaid  for  only  13.55. 

ERNEST  H.  SHORT, 

Box  173.  Rochester,  N.  Y. 


Write  for  prices. 
Witli  or  without 


CABINETS. 

The  Sectional  Cabinet. 
Expands  as  you  need  it. 
trays. 

ERNEST  H.  SHORT. 

Rochester,  N.  Y 


ATTENTI ON ! 

OOLOGISTS  AND  ORNITHOLOGISTS. 

"In  the  Haunts  of  Swainson's  Warbler,"  a 
booklet  giving  migration  notes  and  describ- 
uig  fond,  nests  and  eggs.  etc.  Illustrated  by 
l<hotos  bytheauthor.  .3-5C.  per  copy  postpaid. 
Address  the  author, 

DR.   M.  T.  CLECKLEY, 
457  Greene  St  .  Augusta,  Ga  _ 

ALARM   WATCH. 

Just  what  every  ornithologist,  camper  or 
eai'ly  riser  needs.  Swiss  movement,  gun 
metal  case,  stem  wind  and  set,  good  time 
keejer.  P)ice$7.00.  Stop  watch  samequality 
$14.00.    Sent  postpaid  on  receipt  of  price. 

SEABOARD  SUPPLY  CO. 
17  ^\'il;ia^l  Stnet,  Xew  York 


's-  m\m  mmm  magazine 

FOUNDED   IN   I89S 

The  Philafeiic  West  and  Camera  News 


Conibiiies  C'lllertor.s'  and  Post  Card  AVorlil 
ami  Dozen  Other  Papers. 
SUPERIOR,  NEBR.,  U.  S.  A. 

The  oldest  birgest  monthly  American  Col- 
lector's Paper  published.  Over  100  pages 
each  issue,  replete  with  interesting  reading 
and  advertising  illustiated  pertaining  to 
Stamps,  Curio«,  Coins,  Postal  Cards  and 
Entire  Covers,  .Minerals.  P.irds.  Relics  of  all 
kinds,  ('ameras.  Etc.  <_)ver  3(i00  pages  issued 
in  2  yea)  s. 

An  unimitnted  expensive  meritorious 
feature  i**  the  publication  in  each  number  of 
illustrations  of  leading  collectors  and  dealers 
of  tlie  woild.  A  iiossessur  of  complete  files 
has  a  valuable  and  interesting  collection, 
worthy  of  preservation. 

Ottit'ial  Organ  of  over  40  popular  societies. 
35.000  members.  The  review  of  all  papers  of 
all  languages  is  an  attractive  addition.  In- 
teresting matter  from  French,  (iernian. 
Latin,  and  from  all  foreign  English  papers  in 
e.iih  numl)er. 

50  cts.  for  I  2  numbers;  foreign,  $  I  or  4s. 

ADVERTISERS 

.\  word  with  you;  that  ci)reLtors  appreciate 
the  above  attractive  leatui-es  i.-> evidenced  by 
our  large  and  growing  siihscription  list. 
The  Wesi  circulates  ali  over  the  world.  Over 
12.000  ads  in  2  years. 

Trial  Ad  I  cent  per  word  in  Trade  Calumn;  3 
times  for  price  of  2. 


L.  1 

Pviblisher. 


BRODSTONE. 

Superior,  Nebr.  (  C  S.  A.) 
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STILL    LEADING 

FIFTii  EDITION  LATTIN'S  STANDARD  CATALOGUE  OF 
North  American   Birds   Eggs 

With  Oologist  One  Year,  Both  for  50c. 


Compiled  by  Frank  H.  Lattin  and 
Ernest  H.  Short,  with  the  assistance 
of  many  prominent  American  Oolo- 
gistg. 

A  Complete  Up-to-date  Check  List 
of  North  American  Birds,  including 
Introduced  Sp^ecies,  giving  correct  ex- 
change values  on  all  species  whose 
eggs  are  procurable  at  this  time.  Ar- 
ranged  according  to  A.   O.   U.   Xome- 


clature,  but  giving  Ridgway's  and 
Cones'  numbers  also.  Printed  on 
one  side  cf  page  only  leaving  it  in 
convenient  form  for  making  notes  in 
or  using  for  labelling  purposes 
Bound  in  light  board  covers.  Neat  in 
style.  Handy  in  shape  (just  goes  in- 
to full   government   envelope). 

Postpaid  25c  each.    Six  for  $1.25. 


Address  ERNEST  H.  SHORT,  Manager  Oologist,  Chili,  N.  Y. 


Wanted  Alive. 

Duck  T4awk,  Pigeon  Hawk,  Gos- 
hawk or  Cooper's.  Wild  caught 
bird  prefered  to  nestling  if  flight 
feathers  are  uninjured.  Must  be 
in  good  condition.  Will  give  good 
exchange  in  sets  or  fair  cash  price. 
Can  also  use  certain  Turtles,  Snakes 
and  Lizards  from  the  south  and 
west  (alive)  in  exchange   for   sets. 

Offer  first  class  North  American 
sets  A.  O.  U.  Nos.  13,  27,  30,  40, 
70,  72,  106,  117,  118,  130,  154,  159, 
263,  528,  554  and  many  others  for 
strietly  first  class  sets  of  birds  of 
prey  only. 


.Box  F. 


Rowley,   Mass. 


THE      CONDOR 

A     Ei-Monthly    Magazine     of    Western 
Ornithclcgy 

Edited  by  J.  GRIXNELL. 

"The  photographic  illustrations 
are  worth  the  price  of  subscription." 
alone  are  worth  the  price  of  subscrip- 
tion."—The   Critic. 

The  Condor  begins,  with  1907,  its 
ninth  volume.  A  special  feature  of  this 
volume  includes  in  each  issue,  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  series  of  remarkable 
photographs  of  wild  birds  by  Mr.  H. 
L.  Bohlman  and  Mr.  W.  L.  Finney. 

SPECIAL   OFFER: 

Bohlman,  is  enabled  to  offer  anyone 
sending  One  Dollar  and  Fifty  Cents 
for  a  NEW  subscription  fcr  one  year, 
and  mentioning  this  offer,  a  5x7  un- 
mounted, copyrighted  photograph  of 
bird    life. 

OR,  a  copy  of  November,  1906  issue 
and  Vol.  9,  1907,  complete,  for  $1.50. 
Subscription  $1.50.     Sample  Copy  30c. 

H.  T.  CLIFTON,  Business  Manager, 
P.  O.  Box  404,  -  Pasadena,  Cal. 
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>r      ivliies 
Anti-Pain  Pills 


Cure  Headache 

Almost  instantly  and  leave  no  bad  effects^ 
They  also  relieve  every  other  pain,  Neural- 
gia, Rheumatic  Pain,  Sciatica,  Backache, 
Stomach  ache,  Ague  Pains,  Pains  from  in- 
jury, Bearing-down  pains.  Indigestion,  Diz» 
ziness,  Nervousness  and  Sleeplessness. 


Prevent 
All=Aches 

\iy  taking  one  or  two  Dr.  Miles  Anti-Pain 
Pills  when  you  feel  an  attack  coming  on. 
You  not  only  avoid  suffering,  but  the  weak- 
ening influence  of  pain  upon  the  system.  If 
nervous,  irritable  and  cannot  sleep  take  a 
tablet  on  retiring  or  when  you  awaken. 
This  soothing  influence  upon  the  nerve* 
brings  refreshing  sleep. 

2q  doses,  25  cents     Never  sold  in  bulk. 
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Vol.  XXIV.    No.  7. 


Albion,  N.  Y.  July,  1907.  Whole  No.  240 


THE   OOLOGIST, 

A    Monthly    Publication   Devoted    to 

<X)LOGY,  ORNITHOLOGY  AND  TAXl- 

DEEMY. 

FEANK    H.    LATXIN,    PublUher, 

AXBION,    N.    T. 

ESNEST    H.     SHORT,    Editor    and    Manager. 

Correspondence    and    Items   of    interest    to    the 

<atndent  of  Birds,   their  Nests  and  Egj^s,  solicited 

from   all. 

TERMS    OF    SUBSCRIPTION: 

-Single    subscription 50c   per   annnir 

'Sample   copies 5c  each 

The  above   rates  Include  payment  of   postage. 

Each   subscriber   Is   given    a    card    good    for   a 

Want,  Exchange  or  For  Sale  Notice.     (This  card 

Is  redeemable  at  any  time  within  one  year  from 

date   thereon.) 

Subscriptions  can  begin  v^ith  any  number. 
Back  numbers  of  the  OOLOGIST  can  be  fur- 
-fiisbed  at  reasonable  rates.  Send  stamp  for  de- 
■scriptions    and    prices. 

Remember  that  the  publisher  mnst  be  noti- 
fied by  letter  vrhen  a  subscriber  wishes  his  pa- 
per   stopped,    and    all    arrearages    must    be    paid. 

.ADVERTISING    RATES: 

5  cents  per  nonpareil  line  each  Insertion. 

12  lines  in  every  inch.  Seven  inches  in  a  col- 
umn,   and    two   columns   to    the   page. 

Nothing  Inseited  for  less  than  25  cents.  No 
"special  rates."  5  cents  per  line  is  "net."  "i-ock 
bottom,"  "inside,"  "spot  cash"  rate  from  which 
there  Is  no  deviation  and  no  commission  to 
agents.  If  you  wish  to  use  5  lines  or  less  space 
it  will  cost  yo']  25  cents;  100  lines,  $5.00;  1000 
lines,  .^50.  "Trade"  (other  than  cash)  adver- 
tisements will  be  accepted  by  special  arrange- 
ment only  and  at  rates  from  double  to  five  times 
cash  rates.  Due  Bills  and  Cards  payable  in  nd- 
vertising  will  be  honored  only  at  legular  rates 
In  force  at  the  date  of  issuance  of  said  bill  or 
card. 

Remittances  should  be  made  by  Draft,  Ex- 
press or  I'ostotDce  Money  Order.  Registered 
Letter  or  Postal  Note.  Unused  U.  S.  Postage 
Stamps  of  any  denomination  will  be  accepted 
for  sums  under  one  dollar.  Make  Money  Or- 
ders and  Drafts"  payable  and  address  all  sub- 
scriptions   and    communications    to 

ERNEST    H.    SHORT,     Editor    and    .Manager, 
Chill,    Monroe    Co..    N.    Y. 


AMONG  THE  WOODCOCK. 


The  spring  season  about  northern 
^portions  of  Indiana  and  Illinois  was 
very  backward  this  year,  and  South- 
ern Wisconsin  and  Michigan  experi- 
■enced  the  same     conditions.       March 


days  were  extremely  fickle,  some  be- 
ing quite  balmy,  and  others  very 
stormy  and  inclement. 

April,  about  Chicago,  was  ushered 
in  with  cool  lake  breezes  prevailing, 
and  the  entire  month  was  typical  of 
early  March  weather.  Migration  was 
very  backward  and  I  amagined  the 
American  Woodcock  not  to  be  nesting 
until  the  temperature  moderated  a  lit- 
tle, though  they  are  an  extremely  har- 
dy bird.  I  usually  make  my  initial 
search  for  their  nests  at  the  close  of 
the  first  week  in  April,  but  it  was  af- 
ter the  15th  inst.,  this  year,  before  I 
visited  their  haunts.  Like  the  craft- 
man  or  deer  hunter,  who  immediately 
recognizes  signs  of  his  game  upon  en- 
tering their  domains,  I  felt  that  I  was 
net  at  all  too  early  for  eggs  of  this 
interesting  Wader.  I  recognized  cer- 
tain signs  about  the  brush  that  were 
cf  considerable  significance,  but  all  I 
could  discover  was  an  empty  egg  shell 
which  some  Jay  or  Crow  had  evident- 
ly carried  from  the  nest  of  the  Wood- 
cock, and  devoured  the  contents,  while 
leisurly  perched  on  a  fallen  limb.  I 
hunted  faithfully,  but  could  not  dis- 
cover the  nest,  yet  the  birds  were  in 
evidence. 

April  20th,  found  me  in  a  large  place 
resorted  to  by  several  pairs,  of  these 
birds,  annually.  I  started  to  make  a 
thorough  canvas  of  the  poplar,  willow, 
hazel,  ash  and  Sumach  bushes  stand- 
ing in  patches  over  a  territory  quite 
mci^t  and  springy.  Presently  I  espied 
an  incubating  bird  covering  four  eggs, 
.situated  in  a  slight  depression  beside 
a  little  log.  This  disclosure  was  fol- 
lowed by  an  unusual  experience,  viz., 
the  detection     of  another     Woodcock 
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Nesting  Site  of  Woodcock,  Channtl  Lake,   Ind.     Photo    by    G.   A.    Abbott, 
May  30,  1906. 

Mr.  Abbott  furnished   us'  a   nearer  view    showing   Mrs.    PhiLohela   in   out- 
line sitting  on   nest  with  one  bright  eye  plainly  visible. 
Received  it  too  late  to  use  with  this  article.      [Ed.] 


sitting  on  four  beauties  among  fallen 
limbs,  not  forty  feet  away  from  the 
first  nest.  Never  before,  had  I  wit- 
nessed such  an  example  of  sociability 
on  the  part  of  these  birds. 

April  23rd,  I  was  on  the  ground  of 
a  densely  covered  area,  comprising 
large  timber  with  second  growth  bor- 
dering it  on  various  sides.  After  one 
and  a  half  hours  search,  a  parent  was 
observed  on  a  nest  of  four  dark  eggs, 
perfectly  fresh.  I  was  confident  that 
another  pair  was  occupying  the  same 
underbrush,  but  could  not  prove  my 
apprehension  until  several  weeks  later 


when  I  chanced  upon  a  nest  from. 
which  the  young  had  just  emerged. 
This  was  a  little  disappointing  (to 
me,)  though  probably  very  gratifying, 
to  the  bird,  who  must  have  witnessed 
my  searching  for  her,  several  weeks 
previous. 

A  companion  of  the  opposite  sex, 
who  is  ornithologically  inclined,  accom- 
panied me  to  the  woodlands  on  the 
balmy  morning  of  April  2'8th.  Shewas 
taking  migration  notes,  when  I  sug- 
gested looking  for  the  'Owl  among 
Snipe"  as  we  were  among  his  native 
retreats.    Leaving  my  friend  in  an  ele- 
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vated  position,  I  ventured  into  a  por- 
tion of  the  swamp  where  progress  is 
laborious,  unless  equipt  with  garments 
that  are  impregnable  against  briars 
and  fallen  branches.  A  few  minutes 
elapsed,  before  my  companion  was 
summoned  to  a  thicket  where  the  sob- 
eiiy  outlined  figure  of  aPhilohela  iirin- 
or  was  visible  under  the  shelter  of  a 
projecting  shrut).,  The  nest  was  on  a 
slight  knoll  of  leaves  and  contained 
four  slightly  incubated  eggs. 

Six  days  later,  I  was  lured  to  an- 
other "cover,"  consisting  mostly  of 
hazel  and  willow  brush.  I  disturbed  a 
male  woodcock  and  within  a  radius  of 
one  hundred  yards,  the  mate  was 
"squatting"  'neath  a  sheltered  bunch 
of  twigs  midst  a  tall  growth  of  pop- 
lar. The  bird  vacated  her  nest  under 
protest,  revealing  four  long  pointed 
eggs  with  markings  of  subdued  brown, 
chiefly  about  the  larger  end. 

Many  of  the  plaoes  selected  by  the 
Woodcock  for  breeding  purposes  are 
apt  to  be  burned  over,  cut  down,  or 
pastured. 

The  next  day  was  spent  in  a  lo- 
cality frequented  by  cattle.  In  a 
portion  of  this  timber  where  dead 
branches  and  stalks  were  conspicuous, 
I  discovered  four  very  dark  eggs  of 
the  Woodcock  lying  under  a  fallen 
branch,  with  a  space  not  to  exceed  one 
inch  between  the  eggs  and  limb, 
which  was  lying  horizontally  over  the 
nest.  It  is  my  impression  that  some 
domestic  animal  in  wedging  its  way 
through  this  tangle  had  broken  off  the 
limb  which  had  fallen  upon  the  sit- 
ting bird.  The  Woodcock  in  the  strug- 
gle to  extricate  herself  from  this  pre- 
dicament undoubtedly  kicked  the  eggs 
rather  vigorously,  as  they  were  slight- 
ly imperfect,  from  claw  marks.  After 
blowing  them,  I  managed  to  prepare 
three  good  specimens  out  of  the  set. 

'Tis  a  frequent  occurance  for  incu- 
bating Woodcocks  while  springing 
from  their  nests,  to  disturb  the  eggs, 


so  that  they  roll  about  quite  con- 
si:icuously  for  a  few  seconds  after  the 
bird   has  been  flushed. 

During  the  middle  of  April,  several 
old  Woodcocks  were  encountered  with 
young,  showing  they  had  been  un- 
daunted by  the  severe  dampness, 
which  caused  some  formation  of  ice 
and  snow. 

It  was  well  into  the  month  of  May 
and  ordinarily  far  too  late  to  expect 
anything  in  the  way  ofWoodcocks  less 
advanced,  than  partially  fledged  young 
ijut  I  had  an  intuition  that  one  pair 
were  lingering  about  a  little  tract  of 
timber.  I  investigated  this  section  on 
May  11th,  and  after  a  prolonged  hunt, 
about  concluded  I  had  entertained  a 
wrong  conception  regarding  the  situa- 
tion. I  had  caught  a  glim.pse  of  a  male 
that  was  dozing  on  the  mellow  soil 
among  some  little  bushes  and  could 
not  content  myself  with  the  feelings 
that  he  was  a  bachelor.  In  exploring 
every  little  dumb  of  grass  and  pile 
of  brush  I  finally  noticed  two  freshly 
laid  eggs  slightly  buried  among  the 
fallen  leaves  after  the  manner  of  a 
wild  duck,  who  eovers  her  eggs  until 
she  is  ready  to  "sit."  With  some  dif- 
ficulty this  copse  was  marked  and  up- 
on making  a  second  trip  a  few  days 
later,  I  found  the  parent  at  home. 
This  nest  was  situated  in  an  ideal 
spot  and  the  eggs  were  more  beautiful 
than  any  I  had  previously  found  dur- 
ing the  season.  The  back  ground  is 
a  dark  rusty  brown  and  the  markings 
are  innumerable  spots  of  deep  red. 
Gerard  Alan  Abbott, 
Chicago,  Illinois. 

The  author  begs  leave  to  announce 
that  his  "Catalogue  of  the  Erycinidse 
of  the  World,"  with  the  synonomy 
brought  down  to  Oct.  1904,  is  now 
running  through  press  and  will  be 
ready  for  distribution  some  time  dur- 
ing May. 

As  the  edition  will  be  limited,  gentle- 
men and  librarians  who  are  interested 
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are  requested  to  send  their  intentions 
to    subscribe    for    copies    of   the    Cata- 
logue, to  the  author. 
Price  $2.00  net. 

Address  all  orders,  communications, 
etc.,  to   the   author. 

Levi  W.  Mengel, 
Boys'  High  School, 
Reading,  Pa. 


THE   ENGLISH  SPARROW. 


From  Prof.  Estabrook  of  Clark 
Univ.  we  have  received  a  reprint  from 
the  "Auk,"  Vol.  XXIV,  No.  2.;  that  is 
of  sufficient  interest  to  warrent  using 
it  in  full  as  below.  It  is  self-explana- 
tory. 

Editorially  we  would  endorse,  as'  we 
practice,  the  most  drastic  measures. 


The    Present    Status   of     the      English 

Sparrow   Problem   in   America. 

By   A.    H.   Estabrook. 

The  Englsh  Sparrow  (Passer  domes- 
ticus,)  was  introduced  into  the  Unit- 
ed States  in  the  fall  of  ISo'O.  The  first 
few  pairs  were  liberated  at  Brooklyn, 
X.  Y.  In  the  few  years  then  following, 
many  others  were  liberated  at  differ- 
ent cities  in  the  United  States,  so  that 
by  187'o,  they  had  spread  over  prac- 
tically the  whole  area  east  of  the 
Mississip.pi.  From  the  time  of  its  in- 
trcduction,  there  was  a  storm  of  pro- 
test from  the  practical  naturalists 
who  foresaw  the  result  of  its'  introduc- 
tion, from  its  behavior  in  other  coun- 
tries'. They  knew  its  record  in  coun- 
tries where  it  had  been  a  longer  resi- 
dent. The  people  who  introduced  the 
sparrow  believed  that  it  would  be  an 
insectivorous  birdi,  and  would  take 
care  of  the  canker  worm  which  was 
then  troubling  the  people  very  much. 
The  canker  worm  is  no  longer  a  pest, 
but  its  destruction  by  the  sparrow  is 
not  granted  by  the  ornithologists.  E. 
H.  Forbush,  in  his  report  on  the  Gypsy 


moth  states  that  the  sparrow  has 
been  seen  to  eat  all  formsi  of  the 
moth,  but  that  the  bird  itself  is  more 
injurious  than  beneficial  inasmuch  as 
the  sparrow  drives  away  the  native 
birds  which  would  hold  the  pest  in 
check.  Dr.  Elliott  Coues'  made,  in 
1880,  an  urgent  appeal  to  the  people 
to  exterminate  the  English  Sparrow 
for  the  following  reasons. 

l...They  do  not  perform  the  work 
for   which  they   were  imported. 

2.  They  attack,  liarass,  fight,  drive 
away,  and  kill  native  birds,  much  more 
insectivorous  than  themselves. 

In  1889  the  United  States  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  published  a  400- 
page  volume  on  the  English  Sparrow 
in  America.  This  work  takes  up  the 
economic  status  of  the  English  Spar- 
row, its  food  relations,  and  its  behav- 
ior with  other  birds.  An  amazing 
amount  of  evidence  against  the  spar- 
row is  gathered  here  and  the  author 
of  the  bulletin  advises  the  extermina- 
tion of  the  sparrow  all  over  the  Unit- 
ed States. 

In  April,  1906,  the  following  ques- 
tionnaire was  printed  in  these  publi- 
cations: 'The  Auk,'  'Bird-Lore,'  'Amer- 
ican Bird  Magazine,"  'The  Oologist,' 
and  'Maine   Sportsman.' 

Circular  of  Inquiry  with  Reference 
to  the  Present  Status  of  the  English 
Sparrow  Problem  in  America. 

1.  Are  you  familiar  with  Bulletin 
No.  1,  The  English  Sparrow  in  Ameri- 
ca, published  by  the  Agricultural  De- 
partment in  1889;  and  do  you  agree 
with  the  facts  there  presented  and 
with  its  conclusions? 

2.  Are  English  Sparrows  present 
'in  your  locality?  If  so,  are  they  in- 
creasing or   decreasing  in   numbers? 

3.  What  is  being  done  with  you  to 
exterminate  them?  Please  outline 
methods  which  you  deem  effective. 

4.  What  influence  have  you  observ- 
ed the  English  Sparrow  to  have  upon 
native  birds? 
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5.  Would  public  opinion  in  your  lo- 
cality favor  the  adoption  of  effective 
measures  to  exterminate  the  species? 

6.  Please  state  the  facts  and  argu- 
ments, pro  and  con,  whiich  decide  this 
problem  in  your  mind.  Please  send 
replies  as  early  as  possible — before 
June  1 — to  the  undersigned.  It  is 
hoped  to  gather  a  consensus  of  opin- 
ion from  all  parts  of  this'  Country  and 
Canada.  The  data  will  be  published 
as  soon  as  possible. 

Signed. 
March  5,  1906.  A.  H.  Estabrook, 

Clark    University,   Worcester,    Mass. 

From  this  questionnaire  and  from 
letters  sent  out  by  me  personally,  I 
have  received  about  eighty  ansvi^ers. 
I  also  wrote  to  all  the  Experiment 
Stations  in  the  United  States,  and  to 
prominent  ornithologists  in  Canada. 
The  answers  practically  all  agree  that 
the  English  Sparrow  is  an  obnoxious 
bird  to  our  native  population.  Sever- 
al letters  state  that  we  have  no  right 
morally,  to  kill  the  English  Sparrow, 
or  any  other  living  creature.  But  it 
must  be  plain  to  anyone  that  we  have 
as  much  right  to  kill  a  bird  that  is 
generally  considered  obnoxious,  as  we 
have  to  kill  mice,  rats,  fleas,  mosqui- 
toes, bedbugs,  and  the  like.  This 
standpoint  of  false  humanitarianism  is 
derided  in  most  emphatic  terms  in 
many  of  my  letters. 

I  will  take  up  the  questions  in  the 
order  in  which  they  appear  in  the 
enquiry,  and  wlill  endeavor  to  give  the 
main  results  secured  by  the  question- 
naire. 

1.  Are  you  familiar  with  Bulletin 
No.  1,  etc.  This  was  inserted  in  the 
questionnalire  to  see  if  the  bulletin 
referred  to,  had,  to  any  great  extern, 
been  circulated  through  the  country, 
and  also  to  see  if  it  had  had  any  mark- 
ed effect  on  the  ideas  of  the  people 
in  regard  to  the  sparrow.    A  good  por- 


tion had  seen  the  bulletin  and  most  of 
those  agi'eed  with  it  perfectly. 

2.  Is  the  English  Sparrow  present 
in  your  locality?  Increasing  or  de- 
creasing? 

The  data  for  the  distribution  of  the 
sp'arrow  I  have  secured  from  the  Dir- 
ectors of  the  different  Experiment  Sta- 
tions, and  from  the  prominent  ornith- 
ologists in  Canada.  The  English  Spar- 
row exists  in  enormous  numbers  in 
the  whole  region  east  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains;  with  the  exception  of  Flor- 
ida, where  it  is  found  in  a  few  places, 
and  in  'Texas,  Oklahoma,  and  the 
northern  part  of  Montana  where  it  is 
reported  absent.  West  of  the  Rockies 
he  is  reported  in  Utah,  Colorado,  and 
in  and  about  San  Francisco,  and  Port- 
land, Oregon.  It  is  found  throughout 
Canada,  south  of  latitude  50°,  and  as 
far  west  as  the  Rockies.  It  does  not 
seem  to  be  either  increasing  or  de- 
creasing its  numbers  to  any  appreci- 
able extent  anywhere  in  this  area. 

3.  What  is  being  done  with  you  to 
exterminate  them?     Outline  methods. 

In  a  great  many  localities',  much  is 
being  d'one  towards  extermination; 
nearly  one  half  of  those  answering 
were  doing  something  to  hold  them 
in  check,  but  as  these  few  are  scat- 
tered throughout  the  country,  no  last- 
ing, permanent  effect  is  secured.  The 
methods  used  are  mostly  that  of  pois- 
oned grain,  destroying  nests  and 
young,    and    shooting. 

4.  What  influence  have  you  observ- 
ed the  English  S'parrow  to  have  upon 
native  birds? 

The  influence  of  the  sparrow  upon 
native  birds  is  the  crucial  ])oiint  in 
this  discussion.  It  is  not  a  question 
of  how  many  insects  it  eats;  it  is 
whether  our  native  birds  would  be 
better  off  withont  the  intruder  or  not. 
There  were  two  people,  who  liked  to 
see  the  bird  about  in  winter,  when 
the  other  birds  were  away.  A  larger 
number  honestly   believed     that     the 
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iDird  was  doing  a  good  service  in  the 
eating  of  weed  seed.  These  few,  how- 
ever, admitted  that  the  English  Spar- 
row did  attack  and  harass  other  birds. 
The  rest  of  the  letters  were  against 
the  sparrow.  Many  give  personal  ex- 
periences of  the  sparrows'  pugnacity 
and  plead  for  a  sure  and  certain  meth- 
od to  get  rid  of  the  species'.  Others 
are  up  and  doing  and  are  killing  off 
thousands  each  year,  by  poison  and 
the  gun.  I  will  quote  here  three  ex- 
tracts: 

"I  have  frequently  observed  that  the 
English  Sparrow  chased  the  Robins  off 
the  State  College  Campus  (Harris- 
burgh,)  and  last  year  at  my  residence 
on  the  Penn.  State  College,  I  saw  a 
male  sparrow  kill  and  drop  from  the 
nest  four  young  Pewees,  about  a  week 
or  two  old.  The  parents,  which  are 
recognized  as  being  among  the  most 
insectivorous  birds,  were  entirely  help- 
less in  the  presence  of  the  intruder 
and  destroyer  of  their  young." — H.  H. 
Surface,  Pa. 

"Have  seen  them  rob  Bluebirds' 
nests,  drive  away  Robins,  Wrens',  and 
Crested  Flycatchers." — H.  Link,  In- 
diana. 

^'The  Purple  Martins  lond  disputed 
the  possession  of  their  boxes  with  the 
sparrows  but  eventually  were  compel- 
led to  give  them  at  least  half  the  com- 
partments in  each  box.  The  Swallows 
and  Bluebirds  were  driven  out  nearly 
altogether  for  many  years,  but  of  re- 
cent years  have  made  increased  use 
of  the  boxes.  The  Purple  Martins  are 
practically  gone,  and  I  doubt  if  the 
Bluebirds  or  Swallows  would  be  allow- 
ed to  nest,  if  the  sparrows  occupying 
the  boxes  were  not  turned  out  and 
their  nests  destroyed,  as  I  have  been 
in  the  habit  of  doing." — James  H. 
Fleming,    Toronto,    Canada. 

5.  "Would  putdic  opinion  in  your  lo- 
cality favor  the  adoption  of  effective 
measures  to  exterminate  the  species? 

Public  opinion,     in  may     localities, 


would  favor  extermination,  but  in 
many  places,  so-called  humanitarians 
were,  and  are,  still  bitterly  opposed  to 
sparrow  destruction,  as  in  Boston  in 
1SS9.  But  the  greater  portion  of  the 
letters  report  communities  to  be  en- 
tirely indifferent  and  difficult  to  arouse 
to  any  definite  action.  As  is  always 
the  case,  a  pest  must  become  over- 
whelming, before  the  genral  public 
will   pay  the   slightest  heed. 

6.  State  facts  and  arguments,  pro 
and  con,  which  decide  this  probler_: 
in  your  mind. 

TwO'  letters  used  the  argument  that 
it  was  cruel  to  kill  any  living  thing., 
no  matter  how  good  the  reason,  bas- 
ing it  on  the  point  that  the  other  ani- 
mals had  as  much  right  to  live  as  we 
had.  It  was  also  wrong  to  teach  boy.= 
to  kill  things'  as  it  made  them  cruel. 
The  great  majority  of  writers  were 
thinking  of  the  great  danger  to  our 
native  birds,  and  this  was  a  suSicient 
cause  to   demand  extermination. 

In  Canada  the  consensus  of  opinion 
is  the  same  as  in  the  Unitel  States. 
But  there  the  winters  are  more  severe 
and  so  the  bird  does  not  attain  to  &-;- 
great  numbers  but  shows  there,  a=. 
here,  the  same  fighting  qualities  that 
have  made  him  most  inimical  to  our 
native   species. 

There  are  several  methods  of  ex- 
termination feasible;  destroying  nests 
and  young,  shooting,  and  by  poison- 
ing. The  poisoned  grain  is  prepared 
by  dissolving  %  onnce  of  strychnine 
sulphate  in  one  half  pint  of  boiling- 
water.  Pour  this  while  hot  over  two 
quarts  of  cracked  corn  or  wheat,  stir- 
ring well  until  all  the  liquid  is  absorb- 
ed. Dry  thoroughly,  without  scorch- 
ing, and  put  away  labelled.  One  ker- 
nell  of  this  prepared  grain  will  Icill  a 
s'parrow.  Great  care  must  be  used 
with  this,  and  it  should  be  used  only 
when  our  other  granivorous  birds  are 
away. 
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The  English  Sparrow,  or  House 
Sparrow  as  it  is  so^metimes  called,  has 
been  a  pest  in  every  country  in  which 
it  has  been  introduced.  At  present  in 
New  Zealand  the  peopl  are  obliged  to 
take  the  most  drastic  measures'  to  ex- 
terminate them.  They  had  become  so 
extremely  numerous  that  concerted 
action  became  necessary  and  was  de- 
manded by  the  epople,  who  are  now 
slowly  exterminating  them.  A  special 
officer  was  appointed  in  each  county, 
whose  sole  duty  it  was  to  carry  on 
this  work.  The  expense  to  be  borne  by 
a  special  tax  levied  on  each  county. 
In  Australia,  the  siparrow  is  increas- 
ing to  extraordinary  numbers  and  the 
people  are  up  in  arms  against  it.  As 
the  agricultural  interests  there  are 
involved,  the  time  seems  ripe  for  ac- 
tion. The  sparrow  is  an  exotic  S'pec- 
ies  to  America,  and  following  the  law 
of  introduced  species,  has  become  a 
pest  and  the  time  is  sure  to  come 
when  the  people  wiill  demand  exter- 
mination. When  the  whole  country, 
or  a  great  section  of  the  country, 
comes  to  a  definite  decision  in  the 
matter,  then  is  the  time  for  all  to 
work  together  and  to  clean  out  the 
species  till  not  one  is  left.  For  if  any 
are  left,  their  great  ratio  of  reproduc- 
tion, four  to  five  broods  of  five  eggs 
each,  each  year,  would  soon  render 
the  work  useless  and  leave  the  peoiple 
more  discouraged  than  now.  The  re- 
pression of  the  sparrow  cannot  be  un- 
dertaken locally  with  any  lasting  or 
permanent  effect,  for  the  killing  ot  a 
few  thousands  is  as  a  drop  in  the 
bucket,  and  the  small  vacuum  would 
soon  be  filled  by  others  swarming  in 
from  neighboring  parts. 

The  letters  I  have  received  ahow 
that  some  here,  some  there,  are  do- 
ing honst  work  toward  sparrow  exter- 
mination, and  while  I  do  not  want  in 
the  least  to  discourage  them  in  their 
efforts,  the  results  are  only  temporary 
and  the  work  must  be  kept  up  contin- 


ually. If  one  State  or  a  group  of  States 
set  to  work  carefully  within  their 
borders,  some  lasting  results'  will  be 
obtained  and  the  continuous  work  need 
only  be  keep  up  on  the  borders  of  the 
territory  where  the  sparrow  has  been 
exterminated.  But  a  far  better  way  is 
to  have  the  whole  country  do  this  ex- 
termination, now,  at  once,  and  all  over 
the  United  States. 


QUESTIONS. 


On    April    12th    I    observed    a    song 

sparrow   flying  jerkedly     across     the 

road,  singing  at  the  same  time.    Is  not 

this  an  unusuai  occurrence? 

Yours, 

Howard   Wheeler   McMillen. 

No!  Not  unusual  early  in  the  spring. 
Have  observed  the  trait  with  other 
birds  who  do  not  do  it  habitually  as 
the  Horned  Larks  do.     [Ed.] 


The  male  bird  was'  of  a  dusky  black 
■with  the  Primaries  white.  He  will 
fly  up  in  the  air  and  give  a  series  of 
notes  similiar  to  that  of  the  Eastern 
Bobolink  and  then  drops  to  the  ground 
again.  The  female  is  more  of  a  brown 
in  color.    Is  this  not  the  W.  Bobolink? 

I  am  sure  that  their  eggs  are  blue, 
and  greatly  resemble  the  Blueibirds, 
as  I  have  scared  them  off  the  nest 
time  after  times'. 

Please  let  me  kno'w  as  to  this  matter 
and  obige. 

Yours  truly. 

Lake  Harris. 

No!  This  is  not  the  Bobolink.  The 
bird  and  eggs  described  are  the  Lark 
Bunting. 

By  the  way,  there  is  no  Western 
sub  species  of  Bobolink  now.     [Ed.] 
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Prices   for   Back   Numbers   of   the 

YOUNG    OOLOJIST   AND    THE    OOLOGIST 

will,  during  190\;,  remain  as  below: 

After  whicli  the  prices  of  many  num- 
bers will  be  advanced  and  possibly  not 
obtainable  at  any  price.  Should  you 
desire  back  numbers  to  complete  your 
tile.  NOW  is  the  time  to  purchase.  You 
can  never  obtain  them  for  less  money 
and  possibly  not  at  any  price,  as  our 
stock  ranges  from  only  1  to  25  copies 
of  an   issue. 

Prices  for  1006  Are  as  Follows: 

Complete  file,  $12.00. 

No.    32    is    75    cents. 

Nos.  1.  14.  IS,  21,  23-24,  31,  34-35,  42. 
53,  S6,  S9,  111,  130,  132,  137,  139,  140, 
153,   15S,  are   50  cents  each. 

Nos.  9,  66-67,  76,  77,  7S,  79,  88,  90.  100, 
113.   138,   146,   are  25   cents  each. 

Nos.  11,  13,  14,  15,  16,  54,  55,  56.  75. 
87,  123,  127,  128.  129,  144,  149,  are  15 
cents  each. 

Nos.  19,  20,  22.  27.  28,  38,  39,  40,  45. 
50.  60,  61,  63,  64,  65,  70,  74,  80,  93,  114, 
115,  126,   133,  135,  are  10  cents  each. 

iiEF~All    other    numbers    5c.    per    copy. 

For  $10  will  send  prepaid  a  copy  of 
every  issue  ever  published.  No.  1  to 
225.  This  offer  Includes  your  subscrip- 
tion   through    1906. 

My  prices  for  back  numbers  of  the 
YOUNG  OOLOGIST  and  OOLOGIST  in 
volumes,  are  as  follows: 

Vol.   I,   1884-5,  Nos.   1   to   12 $   .90 

Vol.   II,   1885.   Nos.   13   to   14 50 

Vol.    Ill,    1886,    Nos.    15    to    20 90 

Vol.    IV,    1S87,    Nos.    21    to    25-26....    1.00 

Vol.    V,    1S8S,    Nos.    27    to    38 1.50 

Vol.  VI,   1SS9,  Nos.   39  to  50 75 

Vol.  VII,   1890,  Nos.   51    to  62 75 

Vol.   VIII,   1891,  Nos.   63  to  74 T.^) 

Vol.  IX.  1892.  Nos.  75  to  86 90 

Vol.    X.    1893,    Nos.    87    to    98 1.00 

Vol.   XI.   1894,   Nos.    99   to    110 50 

Vol.    XII.    1895.    Nos.    Ill    to    122 1.00 

Vol.   XIII,   1896.  Nos.   123  to   127 50 

Vol   XIV,    1897,   Nos.    128   to    139....    1.50 

Vol.    XV,    1898,   Nos.    140    to    149 60 

Vol.   XVI.   1899,   Nos.   150  to   161 75 

Vol.  XVII,  1900,  Nos.  162  to  171 50 

Vol.   XVIII,   1901.  Nos.    172   to   183..      .50 

Vol.  XIX,   1902,  Nos.   184  to   195 50 

Vol.   XX.   1903,  Nos.   196  to   197 10 

Vol.    XXI.    1904,   No.    198    to    209 50 

Vol.  XXII,  1905,  Nos.  210  to  221 50 

For  )S5  I  will  send  prepaid  a  copy  of 
every  issue  published,  Nos.  1  to  209. 
inclusive,  except  the  twentj'-nine,  (29). 
25c    and    50c    copies. 

r-^or  ^2.00  I  will  send  prepaid  every 
copy  published,  Nos.  1  to  209,  inclusive, 
except  the  sixty  copies  priced  above  at 
10c   or   over. 

—  BOU.nD  volu.mes  — 
Can   be   fiirnlslied.   strongly  bound  in  cloth  and 
boards,    as    follows: 
Vol.   I   and   II    YOUNG  OOLOGIST  hound  in 

one   volume $1.00 

A'ol.  IX.  The  OOLUG.ST  for  '92.  208  pages 
of  Tulimlile  and  instructive  Oological 
and     Ornitliological    matter    with    man.v 

full    p:ige    illustrations $1.00 

Or.  if  .von  order  the  two  volumes  at  one  time, 
we  will  send  them  by  return  mail  for  only 
$1.75.  Every  student  of  birds,  their  nests  and 
epgs.  should  have  these  two  volumes  in  their 
library.  The  valuable  information  *hey  contain, 
is    worth    many    times    the    price. 

.•Vddress     planily. 

ERNEST  H.   SHORT, 
Manager   of   Oologist, 

CHILI,     N.     Y. 


Learn  Taxidermy. 


Xaturalists.  Oologists 
and  Sportsmen  should 
all  know  how  to  correct- 
ly mount  all  kinds  of 
birds  and  animals.  WE 
TEACH  TAXIDERMY 
BV  MAIL.  Complete 
cou'se  in  15 lessons.  This 
_  is  one  of  the    most   de- 

litjhiiul  ana  lasciiiating  of  arts.  Easily 
learned.  STANDARD  METH()DS.  En- 
dorsed by  all  leading  taxidermists.  Many 
ot  ilu'  best  known  n:ituralists  of  tlie  country 
are  numbeied  .nnon^  our  students.  If  you 
want  to  learn  TAXIDERMY,  we  desire  to 
submit  ourpropositioii  in  full.  Send  TODAY 
for  our  new  illustrated  CATALOG  .'ind  sam 
pie  copy  of  The  TAXIDERMY  MA't.VZINE. 
BOTH  FREE.  THE  N  W.  SCHOOL  OF 
TAXIDERMY.  7()  Farnam   St  .  Omaha.  Neb. 


STEVEl^ 


■'^im 


Tho  difference  between  Hitting- and  Missing  istheii 
(Terence  between  an  Accurate  and  an  Inaccnr.ite  Arn 
Choose  wisely — discriminate!  Get  a  STn\'rN 
Forty  years  of  experienceis  behind  our  tru-d  an 
frcved  line  of 

RIFLES,    PISTOI>S,    SHOTGUNS 

Rifle  Telescopes,  Etc. 


Askyourdealerand  insist 
on  the  Stevens.  If  you 
cannot  obtain,  we  ship  di- 
rect, express  prepaid,on 
receipt  of  catalog  price. 


bcua  4c  in  stamps  lur  i,i 
page  catalog  descrilin 
the  entire  STEVENS  line 
Profusely  Illustrated,  a  11' 
contains  points  on  Shout 
in;j.  Ammunition,  ]■•   . 


Beautifu'  three-color  Aluminum  Hang-er  will  be  f  r- 
warded  for  lo  cents  in  stamps. 

J.  STEVENS  AEMS  AND  TOOL   CO., 

P.O.  Box  4096 
Chicopee  Falls,  Mass.,  tr.  S.  A. 


TUJP   DAppp  IS    PRINTED    at     the 
llllo   rAlLll  Book     and      Magazine 

r^ri:"'"  A.  M.EDDY,  Albion,  N.Y. 
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42nd  Thousand  !       42nd  ! 
IRD    GUIDE. 


By  CHESTER  A.  REED,  S.  B. 

Author  of   North   American  Birds  Eggs,  and  with  Frank  M.  Chapman  of  Color  Key  to  North  American    Birds 
Editor  of  the  American  Bird  Magazine. 

This  is  a  popular  pocket  guide  and  text  book  to  ALL  THE  LAND  BIRDS  EAST 
OF  THE  ROCKIES,  from  the  Parrots  to  the  Bluebirds.     It  is  prepared  especially  for 

teachers  and  students,  after  years  of  study  as  to  their 
needs.  It  has  the  following  points  of  superiority  over 
any  other  Bird  Book: 

COLORED  ILLUSTRATIONS.— Every  bird  is 
shown  in  natural  colors,  including  females  and  young 
when  they  differ. 

SCOPE.— J /i  the  land  birds  east  of  the  Rockies 
are  i 'cluded.  It  gives  the  range  and  habit  of  each 
bird,  their  songs  as  nearly  a>^  they  can  be  written,  and 
description  of  their  ne-ts  and  eggs. 

SMALL  SIZE. — It  can  easily  be  carried  in  the 
pocket,  measuring  but  3x5  inches.  200  pages,  bound 
in  flexible  sock  cloth  or  leather.  We  have  made  the 
price  of  the  book  as  low  as  possible  considering  the 
good  workmanship  and  material  that  is  used.  It  is  so 
low  tliat  anyone  can  afford  it,  but  no  one  can  afford  to 
be  without  it. 

IT  NAMES  THE  BIRDS  FOR  YOU 

Bound  in  flexible  sock  cloth,  postpaid 

^O   C  E  IN  TS 

Five  cloth  bound  copies  for  $2.00  postpaid 

Bound  in  flexible  leather,  75cts.     Five  copies  for  $3.00  postpaid. 

We  v^ant  agents  in  every  cit\-,  town  and  school.  Good  commissions. 
Send  for  prospectus  of  Bird  Books  and  sample  copy  of  the  AMERICAN 
BIRD  MAGAZINE. 


CHAS.  K.  REED. 


worceste:r..  mass. 
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The  Greatest  Offer  Ever  Made   By  a 
Publisher  in  the  History  of  the  World 

$  1  0  0  0    -gEIv-    FR  E  E 

Yes,  Absolutely  Free  with  every  Yearly  Subscription  to 

The    American  Farmer 

Of  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  for  one  year  and  the 

OOLOGIST 

ior2l  months,  (Apr.    1907, to    Dec.    1908).     Both    Papers    and    $1000    Accident 
Insurance  Policy  with  no  other  dues  or  assessments,  for  only 


$1  00 


The  American  Farmer  is  the  only 
Literary  Farm  Journal  published.  It 
fills  a  position  of  its  own  and  has  ta- 
ken the  leading  place  in  the  home  of 
rural  peoile  in  every  section  of  the 
United  States.  It  gives  the  farmer 
and  his  family  something  to  think 
about  aside  from  the  humdrum  of 
routine  duties.  Every  issue  contains 
an  original  poem  by  Solon  L.  Goode. 

The    publishers      of     the    American 


Farmer  have  gone  to  great  expense  to 
secure  these  Accident  Policies  for  its 
readers.  It  proposes  to  have  the  big- 
gest circulation  of  any  agricultural 
journal  in  the  world.  To  this  end 
we  make  this  marvelous  offer  of  a 
Free  Limited  Accident  Policy  for 
$1,00'0  to  every  new  subscriber  to  the 
American  Farmer  and  The  Oologist, 
who  will  pay  a  year  in  advance.  The 
Policy  pays  as  follows: 


For  Loss  of  Life   $1,000.00 

For  Loss  of  Both  Eyes,  meaning  entire  and  permanent  loss  of  sight  of 

both    eyes 1,000.00 

For  Loss  of  Both  Hands,  iby  actual  and  complete  severance  at  or  above 

the   wrist    1,000.00- 

For  Loss  of  Both  Feet,  by  actual  and  complete  severance  at  or  above 

the    ankle    1,000.00 

For  Loss  of  One  Hand  and  One  Foot,  by  actual  and  complete  severance 

at  or  above  the   wrist  and  ankle 1,00'0.00 

For  Loss  of  One  Hand,  by  actual  and  complete  severance  at  or  above 

the   wrist    250.00 

For  Loss  of  One  Foot,  by  actual  and  complete  severance  at  or  above 

the    ankle 250.00 

For  Loss  of  One  Eye,  meaning  entire  and  permanent  loss  of  the  sight 

of  one   eye    100.00 

If  you  will  subscribe  at  once  on  the  coupon  below,  we  will  give  you  a  year's 
subscription  tn  both  papers,  in .  addition  give  you  a  Free  Accident  Policy  for 
$1,000  fully  paid  for  one  year,  without  any  dues  or  assessments  of  any  kind. 
The  policy  covers  a  wide  range  of  risks,  including  death  or  injury  on  railroad 
trains  and  other  public  conveyances,  elevators,  trolley  cars,  etc.;  also  accidents 
on  the  high  road,  from  riding  or  driving,  automobiles,  horses,  burning  buildings, 
hold-up,  drowning,  bicycle  accidents,  etc.  $5.00  a  week  if  disabled  will  be  paid 
for  a  number  of  weeks  if  you  are  disabled  in  any  way  described  in  the  policy. 
You  can  have  the  paper  and  policy  sent  to  different  addresses  if  you  so  desire. 

—  —  IVIAIL  THIS  TODAY  

To  The  Oologist,  Chili,  N.  Y.,  I  enclose  $1.00  for  which  send  me  the  American 
Farmer  one  year  and  The  Oologist  21  months,  and  the  Limited  Accident  Insur- 
ance Policy  for  $1,000.00. 

Name    P.    O 

State    Age    

The  Age  Limit  on  this  Policy  is  Between  16  and  65  Inclusive. 
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Birds  and  Bird  Homes 

"AS  THEY  WERE  SNAPPED." 

Our  portfolio  of  fine  Half  Tone  reproductions  of  twenty-three 

good  photos  of 

Birds   and   Birds'    Nests   from   Nature 

BRIEF  DESCRIPTIONS 

Includes  Studies  in 

PROTECTIVE  COLORATION 
BIRD  ARCHITECTURE  AND 
YOUNG    BIRDS.    :    :    :     :     : 

COVER  IN  COLORS.        UNCUT  EDGE.        TIED  BACK 

Postpaid,  25  cents.     With  The  Oologist  one  year,  both  50  cents. 

Address  MANAGER  OOLOGIST,  CHILI,  N.  Y. 

►  < 

I           CombinL^tion  Offer.  < 

►  We  Offer  Oologist  one  year  5 
^              and  Reed's  "North  American  Birds  Eggs,"  ^ 

►  New  illustrated  Key,  $2  50  postpaid,  all  prepaid   $2.60  < 

^      Oologist  one  year  ^ 

►  and  Chapman's  "Color  Key,"  ^ 
^                     New  Color  Key  to  North    American   Birds,   J2.50   postpaid,  -^ 

►  all  prepaid $2.60  < 

^      Oologist  one  year  ^ 

►  and  "Frederick  Young"  ^ 
^                     The  Natural  History  Novel,  prepaid $.90  -4 

►  Oologist /oMr  years,  Jan.  1905  to  Dec.  1908,  ^ 

►  and  "North  American  Birds  Eggs"  or  "Color  Key,"- • -$3.25  ^ 
^      Oologist/owr  years,  as  above,  ^ 

►  and  a  copy  of  our  new  "Standard  Catalogue"    of    North  ^ 

►  American  Birds  Eggs $1.00  -^ 

^      Oologist /OM/' years  and  "Frederick  Young," $1.40  ^ 

^      The  Oologist  4  years,  and  "Land  Birds,"  Baird,  Brewer  &  Ridg.;  ^ 

►  New  Edition,  Colored  Plates,  price  $10.00,  for  $8.60.  ^ 

►  Address  < 
t                                  ERNEST  H.  SHORT.  3 

►  Manager  Oologist                               Chili.  N.Y.  < 
•  AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA  AA AAAAAAA AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA • 


The  OoLOGiST. 

A  MONTHLY  PUBLICATION  DEVOTED  TO 

OOLOGY,  ORNITHOLOGY  AND  TAXIDERMY. 
WANTS,  FOR  SALES  AND  EXCHANGES. 

Brief  Special  announcements  "Wants,"  "  Exchanges,"  "For  Sales,"  inserted  in  this  de- 
partment for  25  cents  per  25  words.  Notices  over  25  words  charged  at  the  rate  of  1-2  cent  for 
each  additional  word.    No  notice  inserted  for  less  than  25  cents.    Terms,  cash  with  order. 

Strictly  first-class  specimens  will  be  accepted  in  payment  at  1-3  list  rates. 


Vol.  XXIV.    No.  8. 


ALBION,  N.  Y.,  AUG.,  1907, 


Whole  No.  241 


Take  Notice. 

Examine  the  number  following'  your 
name  on  the  wrapper  of  this  month's 
Oologist.  It  denotes  when  your  sub- 
scription expired  or  will  expire. 

Remember  we  must  be  notified  if 
you  wish  paper  discontinued  and  all 
ari-earages  must  be  paid. 
209  your  subscription  expired  Dec,  1904 
241  vour  subscription  expires  with  this  issue 
245    •  "  "  "  Dec,  1907 

257    "  "  "  "  Dec,  1908 

Intermediate  numbers  can  easily  be 
determined.  If  we  have  you  credited 
wrong   we   wish   to   rectify. 

Entered  as  second-class  matter  De- 
cembed  21,  1903,  at  the  post  office,  at 
Albion,  N.  Y.,  under  the  Act  of  Con- 
gress of  March  3,   1879. 

LANTERN  SLIDES.-A  lot,  many  2nd 
grade  (a  little  dense  or  thin),  all  fair,  some 
very  good  for  best  cash  or  exchange  offer. 
B.  S.  BOWDISH.  Demarest,  N.  Y. 

I  DESIRE  a  chance  to  exchange  for  your 
good  and  rare  sets  this  season  and  will  have 
a  choice  list  for  you  to  select  from.  FRED 
M.  DILLE,  307  Continental  Bldg.,  Denver, 
Colo. 

ENGLISH  CA VIES.— Black,  buff,  silver- 
grey,  red  and  white  and  red  Absynnians. 
Also  Brown  Leghorn  Cockerels  and  registered 
Shropshire  ram  lambs.  Will  exchange  for 
A.  No.  1  sets,  choice  Indian  relics,  bird  books 
or  cash.    FRANK  H.  LATTIX,  Albion,  N.Y, 

FOR  SALE  OR  EXCHANGE.  -  English 
and  Abyssinian  Cavies,  Homing  Pigeons, 
Foreign  and  United  States  Coins,  Book  on 
breeding  Skunks,  50c.,  Tanning  Process  will 
tan  large  or  small  Pelts  very  soft.  Some 
sets.    ALMON  KIBBE.  .Mayville.  N.  Y. 

TO  EXCHANGE.  -  Sets  187  1-4.  177  1-7, 
297a  1-8,  707  1-4.  487  1-6,  32  1-1,  64  1-1,  385  1-4. 
Also  shells  and  curios.  Wanted  first  class 
sets.  Address,  ERNEST  H.  SHORT,  Box 
173,  Rochester,  N.  Y. __^ 

WANT.— Eggs  in  sets  and  good  Indian 
relics.  I  offer  eggs,  shells  and  showy  mount- 
ed butterflies.  ERNEST  H.  SHORT,  Box  173, 
Rochester,  N.  Y. 


WANTED-For  cash,  skins  of  Albino  birds 
or  mammals,  rare  nests,  eggs  and  skins 
Eskimo  Curlew  in  particular.  Nesting  sites 
of  all  birds  that  preed  in  holes  or  cavities  in 
trees.  Quote  anything  of  the  sort  you  may 
have  to  offer.  JOHN  LEWIS  CHILDS 
Floral  Park.  N.  Y. Dec,  t.  f. 

AUK  AND  NUTTALL'S  BULLETIN  com- 
plete  for  $100.  Auk  1884-1905.  22  vols,  com- 
plete. All  except  last  are  finely  bound  in 
cloth.  Nuttal's  Bulletin  complete  in  8  vols, 
bound.    J.  L.  CHILDS,  Floral  Park,  N.  Y. 

FOR  EXCHANGE.-A  choice  list  of  sets 
including  No's.  9  1-2,  82.1 1-1, 145  1-8. 141 1-8  1-6. 
353  1-3,  354  1-3,  370a  1-5.  376  1-6,  459  1-3,  536  1-4, 
534  1-5,  641 1-4,  639  1-5,  654a,  618  1-4  for  species 
not  in  my  collection.  THOS.  H.  .JACKSON, 
304  N.  Franklin  St.,  W.  Chester.  Pa. 

OFFER— A  long  series  of  rare  and  beautiful 
butterflies  from  all  partsof  the  World,  either 
spread  or  in  papers  for  a  first  class  collection 
of  stamps.  Also  wanted  first  class  bird 
skins,  eggs  with  data.  LEVI  W.  MENGEL, 
Boys'  High  School,  Reading.  Pa. 

I  WILL  exchange  Exhibition  Black  Red 
and  Red  Pyle  Game  Bantams  for  good  eggs, 
printing  press  or  offers.  GEORGE  A. 
FRANCIS,  129  Deacon  St.,  Bridgeport.  Conn. 

I  HAVE  FOR  EXCHANGE.-A  1  sets  with 
data.  Bird  and  animal  skins  and  nests. 
Wanted,  those  not  common  to  this  locality. 
Send  lists  and  receive  mine,  E.  P.  WALKER, 
Sheridan,  R.  F.  D.  25,  Indiana. 

WANTED.— Butterflies  in  papers.  Will 
give  butterflies  or  first  class  eggs  in  sets. 
Western  species  preferred.  Send  list  and 
receive  mine.  B.  R.  BALES,  M.  D.,  Circle- 
ville,  Ohio. ^^^ 

FOR  EXCHANGE  or  will  will  sell  at  1-2 
list  rates.  Sets  333  1-3  2-3.  325  1-1.  337b  1-1 1-2, 
339b  1-2  2-2,  362  1-2,  475  1-4,  Calif.  Crow  1-3,  69 
1-2,  74  1-3.  20  first  class  nests,  some  in  situ. 
Also  rattlesnake  skin  and  a  few  specimens  of 
lizards  and  snakes.  Want  sets  341,  343.  360. 
348.  337a,  326,  336.  339a,  358.1.  359.1.  AD.  VAN 
ROSSEM,  172  R.  D.  1,  Pasadena.  Calif. 

TAXIDERMIST  wanted.  Address  J.  H. 
BALLARD,  International  Falls.  Minn. 
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STAMPS.— To  exchange  for  birds'  eggs  or 
skins.  Also  a  few  skins  and  eggs  to  trade  for 
same.  F.  T.  CORLESS,  804j:.  14  St.  N.,  Port- 
land.  Or. Jy- "•  t. 

WANT  TO  P:XCHANGE  a  small  collection 
of  eggs  for  books  on  telephony  and  electricity. 
All  eggs  with  data.    O.  H.  PEASE.  Hope  Ks. 

WANTED.-Sets  of  377a,  364.  60, 131, 139.  140. 
137,  394,  .393,  255.  261.  and  many  commoner 
kinds.  Cash  or  exchange.  DE.  T.  W. 
RICHARDS,  r.  S.  Navy,  L'.  S.  Ship  Kansas, 
care  Postmaster.  New  York  City. 

FOR  SALE. -A  private  collection  of  1000 
ancient  Indian  relics  consisting  of  spears, 
arrows,  axes,  celts,  pestles,  amulets,  K.nives. 
scrapers,  drills,  etc.  Collection  of  arrows 
fom  12 different  states.  Everything  labelled 
with  both  name  and  locality  when  collected. 
If  interested  enclose  stamp  for  particulars 
and  price.  GEORGE.  J.  TILLS,  Albion,  N. 
Y^ ^ 

WANTED.— Coues  Key,  last  edition.  Also 
complete  volumes  and  odd  numbers  "Orni- 
thological Magazines."  Offer  in  exchange 
skins  and  eggs.  What  have  you  ?  H.  H. 
KIMBALL,  Bisbee.  Ariz. 

SETS  in  series  364.  30c  to  40c  an  egg;  194. 10c; 

202,  5c,  nest  of  194,  15.00;  .337b  1-2.  40c;  359  1-3, 
$2.75;  Emeu  egg,  $170.  WM.  B.  CRISPIN. 
Salem.  N.  J. 

FOR  SALE.-14-4,  11-3.  8-5  Little  Blue 
Heron.  Entire  lot  prepaid  for  $6.00,  or  will 
exchange  for  good  S.  &  W.  or  Iver  Johnson 
revolver.  E.  L.  WARNER.  811  Union  Trust 
Bldg..  Cincinnati.  O. 

FOR  SALE.-452  1-3,  loc;  563  1-4, 12c;  581 1-4, 
12c:  595  1-3, 15c;  624  1-4.  25c;  641  n-o,  $1.75;  641 1-4. 
$1.35;  659  1-4,  39c;  674  1-4, 45c;  681 1-4,  49c;  6S3  1-4, 
39c;  755  1-4. 16c;  339  2-3,  66c;  1-4,  80c;  Alligator 
Terrapin  Turtle  1-16,  75c;  1-21,  $1.00;  1-30.  $1.40; 
1-35.  $1.60;  1-45,  $1.75;  Chicken  Tortoise  7-8,  45c. 
Prices  are  per  set  prepaid.  All  first  class 
with  data.  JAMES  O.  JOHNSON.  Southing- 
ton,  Conn. 

FOR  EXCHANGE.-Sets  of  Least  Bittern 
2-3,  2-4,  2-5, 1-6.  and  Florida  Gallinule  1-3.  1-9, 
1-12.  Personally  collected  in  Pennsylvania 
by  the  undersigned  who  wants  Pennsylvania 
collected  sets  (and  no  others)  in  exchange  for 
them.  RICHARD  F.  MILLER,  3473  Amber 
St.,  Philadelphia,  Penn. 

FOR  SALE.— For  best  offer  in  cash.  Little 
Brown  Crane  1-2.  Violet  Green  Cormorant  1-3, 
Gt.  Horned  Owl  1-3.  Long  Crested  Jay  1-3. 
Pinon  Jay  1-4.  McCowns  Longspur  1-3.  Cassins 
Sparrow  1-5.  White  Neck  Raven.  1-5,  Golden 
Wing  Warbler  1-4,  Mourning  Warbler  1-3. 
I  also  have  for  exchange  Merritt  Typewriter, 
Gents  Hogs  hide  Saddle,  American  and 
Foreign  Bird  Skins,  Bird  Books  and  Maga- 
zines and  Stamps.  I  want  sets  and  skins  of 
Ducks.  Hawlvs,  Ivory-bill  Woodpecker.  Peli- 
cans. Scarlet  Iliis,  Pasanger  Pigeon,  Quail, 
Grouse,  etc.  .\  11  answered,  W.JENNINGS 
WIRT,  R.  F.  I).  :U.    Knowlesville.  N.  Y. 

WANTED. -A  1  -ets;3,'.30, 183.  lHll),2ma.20lb. 

203,  204,  277.  249,  3^17,  330,  337a.  :i(l«h.(i47,  649.  660. 
663a,  664,  (i66.  672,  672a,  675a.  685,  6sx.  72fi.  751a.  752 
(nests  with  small  eggs)  in  excliange  for  fine 
northwestern  sets.  J.  H.  BOWLES,  401  South 
G.  St..  Ta'-oma,  Wash..i;:-^aiiii^^*;A«f5Si*. 


FOR  BEST  CASH  OFFER.-355  1-5, 360a  2-4. 
273  2-4,  337b  1-3,  365  1-6,  476  1-5,  .349  1-2.  481 1-5. 
AlsoothTS.  Send  for  a  list.  Address.  FRED 
TRUESDALE.  Shandon.  Cal. 

FOR  SALE.  -  1 1-3,  30c;  12  1-1,  30c;  16  1-1. 
30c;  32  1-1, 10c;  47  1-3,  75c;  47  1-2.  2.5c;  54  1-3.  30c; 
58  1-3;  25c;  64  1-1. 10c;  67  1-1,  10c;  72  1-3.  20c;  77  1-3. 
15c;  79 1-1. 10c;  120c  1-3, 30c;  122  1-4,  40c;  202 1-4. 20c; 
219  1-2. 10c;  273  1-3  20c;  289  1-5,  25c;  316  2-2,  5c; 
337b  1-2,  40c;  373  1-2,  30c;  390  1-4  20c;  1-7.  (JOc;  412a 
1-5.  8c;  413  1-5, 15c;  458  1-4,  20c;  465  1-2, 10c;  466 1-2, 
10c;  474e  1-4.  35c;  477  1-4  1.5.  5c;  481 1-3  25c;  488  1-4. 
Ic2;  497  1-4. 10c;  498  2-3  1-4.  5c;  506  1-4, 15c;  519  1-4, 
20c;  540b  1-3,  20c;  552  n-5.  35c:  584  n-3.  35c;  593c  1-4. 
35c;  598  1.2.  6c;  612  1-5.  5c;  613  1-4  1-5. 10c;  617  1-5. 
50c;  622a  1-3, 10c;  624  1-2, 10c:  652  n-3,  I5c;  659  n-4, 
35c;  683  1-2, 10c;  684  n-3.  85c;  687  n-3  and  495.  35c: 
703  n-4.  .35c;  705  1-3  1-4.  10c;  707  1-3  (large  holes) 
15c;  743a  1-4,  20c;  725  1-4,  15c;  755  2-3,  10c;  761  5-3. 
5c;  761a  1-4.  20c:  766  1-6,  20c.  All  prepaid.  R. 
F.  MILLER,  3473  Amber  St..  Philadelphia. 
Pa. 

ALARM  WATCH. 

Just  what  every  ornithologist,  camper  or 
early  riser  needs.  Swiss  movement,  gun 
metal  case,  stem  wind  and  set,  good  time 
keeper.  Price  $7.00.  Stop  watch  same  quality 
$14.00.    Sent  postpaid  on  receipt  of  price. 

SEABOARD  SUPPLY  CO. 
17  William  Street.  New  York 


'S   GREAT[ST    COLLECTORS'    MAGAZINE 

FOUNDED   ll\   1893 

The  Philatelic  West  and  Camera  News 


Combines  Collectors'  and  Post  Card  AVorld 
and  Dozen  Other  Papers. 
SUPERIOR,  NEBR.,  U.  S.  A. 

The  oldest  largest  monthly  American  Col- 
lector's Paper  published.  Over  100  pages 
each  issue,  replete  with  interesting  reading 
and  advertising  illustrated  pertaining  to 
Stamps.  Curios.  Coins,  Postal  Cards  and 
Entire  Covers,  Minerals,  Birds,  Relics  of  all 
kinds.  Cameras.  Etc.  Over  3600  pages  issued 
in  2  years. 

An  unimitated  expensive  meritorious 
feature  is  the  publication  in  each  number  of 
illustrations  of  leading  collectors  and  dealers 
of  the  world.  A  possessor  of  complete  files 
has  a  valuable  and  interesting  collection, 
worthy  of  preservation. 

Official  Organ  of  over  40  popular  societies. 
35,000  members.  The  review  of  all  papers  of 
all  languages  is  an  attractive  addition.  In- 
tefesting  matter  from  French.  German. 
Latin,  and  from  all  foreign  English  papers  in 
each  number. 

50  ct8.  tor  I  2  numbers;  foreign,  $  I  or  4s. 

ADVERTISERS 

A  word  with  you;  that  collectors  appreciate 
the  above  attractive  features  is  evidenced  by 
our  large  and  growing  subscription  list. 
The  West  circulates  ali  over  the  world.  Over 
12,000  ads  in  2  years. 

Trial  Ad   I  cent  per  word  in  Trade  Calumn;  3 
times  for  price  of  2. 

L.  T.  BRODSTONE. 

Pvibllsher.  Superior,  Nebr.  ( U.  S.  A.) 
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STILL    LEADING 


FIFTH  EDITION  LATTIN'S  STANDARD  CATALOGUE  OF 
North  American   Birds   Eggs 

With  Oologist  One  Year,  Both  for  50c, 


Compiled  by  Frank  H.  Lattin  and 
Ernest  H.  Short,  with  the  assistance 
of  many  prominent  American  Oolo- 
gisits. 

A  Complete  Up-to-date  Check  List 
of  North  American  Birds,  including 
Introduced  Species,  giving  correct  ex- 
change values  on  all  species  whose 
eggs  are  procurable  at  this  time.  Ar- 
ranged  according  to  A.   O.   U.   Nome- 


clature,  but  giving  Ridgway's  and 
Coues'  numbers  also.  Printed  on 
one  side  of  page  only  leaving  it  in 
convenient  form  for  making  notes  in 
or  using  for  labelling  purposes. 
Bound  in  light  board  covers.  'Neat  in 
style.  Handy  in  shape  (just  goes  in- 
to full  government  envelope). 

Postpaid  25c  each.    Six  for  $1.25. 


Address  ERNEST  H.  SHORT,  Manager  Oologist,  Chili,  N.  Y. 


FINE  SETS  FOR  SALE. 

Hoebell's  Grebe,  set  5 1    18 

Loon,  set  2 1  50 

Black-throated  Loon.  2 1  00 

Red-throated  Loon,  2 35 

Brunnich's  Murre,  1 20 

Dovkie,  l 1  00 

Skua,  2 35 

Parasitic  .Jaeger,  2 20 

Long  Tailed  Jaeger,  2 50 

Kittiwake  Gull.  2 10 

Californian  Gull,  3 15 

Glaucous-  Winged  Gull,  2 50 

Franklin's  Gull,  3 10 

Caspian  Tern.  2 25 

Royal  Tern.  3 15 

Gull-billed  Tern,  3 15 

Stormy  Petrel,  1 15 

Manx  Shearwater.  1 25 

Booby.  1 50 

White  Pelican,  2 25 

Pacific  Eider.  5 50 

Lesser  Snow  Goose,  5 3  00 

Sandhill  Crane,  2.1 2  50 

Wilson's  Phalarope,  1 25 

Wilson's  Snipe,  i 60 

Purple  Sandpiper,  4 1  00 

Golden  Plover,  i 18 

Wbimbrel.  4 18 

Godwit,  4 18 

Merlin.  5 25 

Lapland  Bunting,  5 30 

Whip-poor-will,  2 50 

Northern  Raven,  5 1  00 

Prices  per  egg.    Over  200  other  sp.  as  cheap. 

WALTER  RAINE, 
'Wavarley  Villa.  Kew  Beach,  Toronto.  Canada. 


THE     CONDOR 

A     Bi-Monthly    Magazine    of    Western 
Ornithology 

Edited  by  J.  GRINNELL. 

"The  photographic  illustrations 
are  worth  the  price  of  subscription." 
alone  are  worth  the  price  of  subscrip- 
tion."— The   Critic. 

The  Condor  begins,  with  1907,  its 
ninth  volume.  A  special  feature  of  this 
volume  includes  in  each  issue,  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  series  of  remarkable 
photographs  of  wild  birds  by  Mr.  H. 
L.  Bohlman  and  Mr.  W.  L.  Finney. 

SPECIAL   OFFER: 

Bohlman,  is  enabled  to  offer  anyone 
sending  One  Dollar  and  Fifty  Cents 
for  a  NEW  suhscription  for  one  year, 
and  mentioning  this  offer,  a  5x7  un- 
mounted, copyrighted  photograph  of 
bird    life. 

OR,  a  copy  of  November,  1906  issue 
and  Vol.  9,  1907,  complete,  for  $1.50. 
Subscription  $1.50.     Sample  Copy  30c. 

H.  T.  CLIFTON,  Business  Manager, 
P.  O.  Box  404,  -  Pasadena,  Cal. 
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ARE  VOL'  INTERESKD  IN  TANNING  ? 

With  my  formulas  you  can  tan  any  pelt  or 
hide  and  be  certain  of  good  results  every 
time.  Your  skins  dry  soft.  All  the  usual 
loss  of  time  and  hard  work  is  eliminated  by 
my  up-to-date  methods.  Money  saved  is 
money  made.  Write  for  full  particulars, 
formulas,  etc.,  and  complete  instructions  are 
only  $3.00  postpaid.  EDWIN  DIXON.  Taxi- 
dermist and  Tanner,  Unionville.  Ontario. 

Aug.  3.  6. 


SKINS. 

Snowy  Owl $  1  50 

White-winged  Scoter 2  00 

A'-tic  Horned  Owl 2  50 

Long-billed  Curlew 1  00 

Hooded  Merganser  pr 4  00 

Sharp-tailed  Grouse  I'lat 75 

Grail 25 

Hummingbirds,  (J  at 50 

White  Weasel 75 

Grey  Squirrel 1  00 

Coyote,  tanned 1  50 

Blar^k  Bear  Rug,  open  mouth 25  00 

Elk  Head,  mtd 30  00 

Moose,  mtd 30  00 

Brush  Wolf,  rug.  1-2  head 7  00 

Bear  Skulls 1  50 

Bear  Skulls  dam 50 

Wolf 35 

Lynx 50 

Fox,  red 25 

MOUNTED  BIRDS. 

Rough  legged  Hawk  with  prey  (Ruffed 

Grouse) $3  50 

Rough-legged  Hawk,  closed  wings 1  75 

Ring  Billed  Gull,  flying 1100 

Willow  Ptarmigan,  pair 4  00 

Ruffed  Grouse,  2  each 1  00 

Blue-winged  Teal 1  00 

Hawk  Owl 1  50 

Gopher 1  00 

Snowy  Owl,  white 5  00 

Prairie  Hen 2  00 

Sharp-tail  Grouse 2  00 

Kingfisher 75 

CHRIS  P.  FORGE, 
Carman,  Manitoba. 


THE  LATEST  THING 

EGG     CABINETS. 


Write  for  prices. 
With  or  without 


The  Sectional  Cabinet. 
Expands  as  you  need  it. 
trays. 

ERNEST  H.  SHORT, 

Rochester.  N.  Y. 

ATTENTI  ON  ! 

OOLOGISTS  AND  ORNITHOLOGISTS. 

"In  the  Haunts  of  Swainson's  Warbler,"  a 
booklet  siving  migration  notes  and  describ- 
ing food,  nests  and  eggs,  etc.  Illustrated  by 
photos  by  the  author.  .35c.  per  copy  postpaid. 
Address  the  author. 

DR.  M.  T.  CLECKLEY. 
457  Greene  St.,  Augusta,  Ga. 


Dear  Mr.  Short:  — 

In  glancing  throug'h  my  Oologist,  I 
notice  in  regard  to  tlie  English  Spar- 
row, it  is  reported  as  absent  in  OMia- 
homa;  but  it  is  a  great  mistake,  as 
the  English  Sparrow  is  our  most  com- 
mon bird  and  to  my  belief  is  the  cause 
of  the  scarcity  of  song  birds.  I  have 
know  of  times  innumerable  when  the 
Sparrow  has  driven  birds  awaj'  even 
after  they  have  laid  their  eggs.  My 
opinion  is  that  the  Sparrow  should 
be  exterminated  at  all  costs  and  make 
room  for  the  song  birds. 

U.  B.  W., 
Enid,  Okla. 


SETS  FOR  SALE. 


Horned  Grebe,  2-4  1-3 $    10 

Loon,  1-2, 1-1 1  oa 

Black  Ten,  4-3,  3-2 C5 

Mallard,  1-8  down 10 

Shoveler,  1-9, 1-11  down 20 

Pintail,  1-7 15 

Whooping  Crane,  1-2 5  00 

Sandhill  Crane,  1-2 3  00 

Sora  Rail,  3  singles 03 

ABinern,  2     "      35 

Red  Phalarope,  2  singles 50 

Wilson  Phalarope,  2-4 50 

Snipe,  single 50 

Marbled  Godwit,  1-4 1  50 

Bartrams  Sandpiper,  4-4 25 

Killdeer.  1-4 10 

Canada  Ruffed  Grouse,  1-9 10 

Prairie  Hen,  1-6,  2-9. 1-13, 1-14 10 

Sharptail  Grouse,  1-11 ; 30 

Marsh  Hawk,  2-4,  2-5,  2-6 10 

2-5  marked 15 

1-5  handsome ,      25 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk,  1-4 1  00 

i;ed-tailed  Hawk,  5-2, 5-3 ' 20 

Swainson  Hawk,  .-4, 1-3 25 

Broad- winged  Hawk,  2-4 60 

1-3 75 

Long-eared  Owl,  2-4, 1-5, 1-6 15 

Short-eared  Owl,  1-4, 1-6. 25 

Great  Gray  Owl,  1-1 3  50 

Western  Horned  Owl,  1-3 ; 75 

Night  Hawk,  1-1 25 

Least  Flycatcher,  l-on 07 

Red-winged  Black-bird,  3-4. 02 

Western  Meadow  Lark,  1-4, 1-5 05 

Savanab  Sjiarrow.  1-4, 1.5 10 

■^wamp  Sparrow,  1.4 10 

Clay-coloi'ed  Sparrow.  3-4 15 

Nelsons  Sparrow,  1-4 2  00 

Kose-breasti'd  ( irosbeak,  1-4, 1-5 04 

White-rumped  Shrike,  1-4, 1-6- 05 

House  Wren.  2-6 03 

Price  per  egg  prepaid. 
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Whole  No.  241 


THE   OOLOGIST, 

A   Monthly   Publication   Devoted   to 

OOLOGY,  ORNITHOLOGY  AND  TAXl- 
DEEMY. 

FBAKK    H.    LATTIK,    PubUiher, 

AXBION,    N.    Y. 

EBirXSI    H.    SHORT,    Editor    and    X&nager. 

CorreBpondence  and  items  of  interest  to  the 
«tadent  of  Birds,  their  Nests  and  Egge,  solicited 
from   all. 

TERMS    OF    SUBSCRIPTION: 

fUogle   subscription 50c   per   annum 

Sample  copies 5c  each 

The  above   rates  include   payment  of  postage. 

Bach  subscriber  is  given  a  card  good  for  a 
Want,  Exchange  or  For  Sale  Notice.  (This  card 
Is  redeemable  at  any  time  within  one  year  from 
'date  thereon.) 

Subscriptions  can  begin  with  any  number. 
Back  numbers  of  the  OOLOGIST  can  be  fur- 
itlshed  at  reasonable  rates.  Send  stamp  for  de- 
-■criptions    and    prices. 

Remember  that  the  publisher  must  be  noti- 
fied by  letter  when  a  subscriber  wishes  his  pa- 
per  stopped,    and   all   arrearages   must   be   paid. 

ADVERTISING    RATES: 

6  cents  per  nonpareil  line  each  Insertion. 

12  lines  in  every  inch.  Seven  inches  in  a  col- 
'Omn,   and   two   columns   to   the   page. 

Nothing  inserted  for  less  than  25  cents.  No 
"special  rates,"  5  cents  per  line  is  "net,"  "roct 
bottom,"  "inside,"  "spot  cash"  rate  from  which 
there  le  no  deviation  and  no  commission  to 
agents.  If  you  wish  to  use  5  lines  or  less  space 
it  will  cost  you  25  cents;  100  lines,  $5.00;  1000 
lines,  $50.  "Trade"  (other  than  cash)  adver- 
tisements will  be  accepted  by  special  arrange- 
ment only  and  at  rates  from  double  to  five  times 
-cash  rates.  Due  Bills  and  Cards  payable  in  ad- 
Tertising  will  be  honored  only  at  tegular  rates 
In  force  at  the  date  of  issuance  of  said  bill  or 
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A  SET  OF  KITE'S  EGGS. 


While  taking  an  after-supper  stroll, 
near  Baldwin,  Kansas.,  on  the  even- 
ing of  May  32,  1906,  I  thought  that  I 
saw  a  hawk  leave  a  clump  of  elm 
trees.    At  first  I  was  doubtful  whether 


it  was  some  species  of  kite  or  a  night 
hawk  or  some  of  its  kin.  However,  1 
went  under  the  trees  and  looking  up 
I  saw  a  small  bunch  of  s.ticks  in  one 
of  the  high  forks.  But  as  there  was 
a  memory  of  a  crow's  nest,  in  the  dim 
past,  somewhere  in  the  group  of  trees, 
I  placed  little  weight  on  the  find.  A 
few  days  later  I  climbed  to  the  nest, 
noting  beforehand,  that  there  were 
bent-down  twigs  to  speak  of  some  for- 
mer climber.  To  my  joy  I  found  a 
shallow  cupped  nest,  smaller  than 
that  of  the  crow,  and  lined  with  the 
pinnate  leaves  of  Amorpha  fruticosa, 
or  shrub  Indigo.  The  shallow  cup  of 
the  nest  was  all  out  of  harmony  with 
the  mass  of  sticks'  which  formed  the 
body  of  the  nest,  the  bottom  of  the 
depression  being  less  than  an  inch 
deep. 

June  7,  I  again  visited  the  nesting 
site  and  as  I  approached,  I  could  see 
the  black  wings  and  tail  feathers  pro- 
jecting over  the  edge  of  the  nest. 
Now,  I  was  sure  of  my  find;  and  with 
the  enthusiasm  born  of  the  collector. 
I  threw  a  stick  up  in  the  tree  to  scare 
her  off.  The  graceful  flight  of  the 
beautiful  bird  but  added  to  the  vim 
with  which  I  was  preparing  to  climb. 
Then  up  I  went.  There,  in  the  shal- 
low faded  green  cup  lay  one  white 
egg.  It  was  a  feast  to  the  eyes;  and 
I  picked  it  up  and  carefully  examined 
it;*  then  placed  it  back  in  the  nest. 

After  assuring  myself  that  my  hopes 
were  not  a  dream,  I  determined  to 
make  these  Kites  immortal  by  secur- 
ing not  only  the  eggs,  but  also  the 
nest  and  birds.  So  I  had  Prof.  Elmer 
Monahan,  taxidermist  of  Baker  Uni- 
versity, go  with  me  to  secure  the  birds. 
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I  shall  give  the  account  just  as  I  re- 
corded it  in  my  diary  the  day  after  the 
event. 

July  12,  1906. — Yesterday  morning 
I  went  after  my  Mississippi  Kite's 
nest.  Elmer  Monahan  took  his  gun 
and  a  rope.  I  had  Prof.  Parmenter's 
gun,  a  saw  and  a  lot  of  sitring.  Leav- 
ing our  things  back  a  ways  from  the 
tree,  I  sent  Elmer  out  east  where  he 
could  get  a  shot  when  the  female  bird 
flew  off;  as  she  had  done,  when  I 
scared  her  before.  Then  I  went  around 
to  the  west.  I  was  half  afraid  that 
some  one  had  headed  me  off  and  had 
gotten  the  eggs,  but  when  I  came 
around  from  behind  the  hedge  tree 
that  shuts  off  the  view  of  the  nest 
from  the  south,  I  was  assured  by  the 
sight  of  the  tail  sticking  back  over  the 
edge  of  the  nest.  Then  when  I  came 
full-under  the  nest  she  flew  out  to  the 
east,  j'list  right  for  Elmer  to  get  a 
shot.  He  missed  the  first  time;  and 
shot  again.  Looking  through  the 
leaves,  I  had  seen  her  go  toward  the 
east  and  thought  he  had  missed  the 
second  time;  and  then,  when  I  saw  a 
bird  soaring  up  above  the  tree  tops,  I 
got  ready  to  shoot  and  was  just  on 
the  point  of  pulling  the  trigger  when 
Elmer  shot  and  brought  it  down.  It 
proved  to  be  the  male  bird;  and  while 
he  went  in  search  of  the  female,  I 
caught  it.  After  he  found  the  female, 
he  came  over  to  the  place  where  I  had 
captured  the  male.  It  was  winged  and 
was  in  fighting  mood.  When  Elmer 
reached  for  it,  it  made  a  grab  for  his 
hand  and  sank  its  claws  deep  into 
one  of  his  fingers.  We  had  a  hard 
time  getting  it  loose.  After  he  had 
tied  the  legs  of  his  captives  and  fast- 
ened them  to  some  dogwood  bushes, 
we  went  after  tiie  eggs  and  nest. 

"I  climbed  up  eagerly,  and  when  I 
had  ascended,  I  found  that  the  second 
egg  had  been  laid.It  was  a  pretty  sight, 
the  two  white  eggs  lying  in  their  bed 
of  Amorpha  leaves.     It  repaid  me  for 


my  climb  of  sixty  feet.  The  nest  was 
built  of  sticks,  some  of  them  a  bit  lar- 
ger than  a  lead  pencil,  and  a  few 
pieces  of  corn  shucks,  an  occasional 
bark  fibre,  and  here  and  there  a 
downy  feather  and  lined  with  green. 
Amorpha  fruiticosa  leaves.  In  size 
it  was  very  small,  being  about  half  as 
large  as  a  crow's;  and  there  was  hard- 
ly a  sign  of  a  cup  to  it,  more  like  a 
saucer. 

I  took  the  eggs  out  and  putting  them 
in  my  hat,  started  down.  Elmer  offer- 
ed to  meet  me;  but  I  told  him  I'd  bring 
them  down.  "If  you'd  break  them,  I'd 
never  forgive  you,"  I  said,  "and  if  I 
break  them  there  will  be  no  one  else 
to  blame."  With  the  eggs  in  the  crown 
of  my  hat  and  my  hat  firmly  set  on 
the  top  of  my  head,  I  climbed  down. 
Each  time  the  eggs  rubbed  together 
or  came  in  contact  in  my  hat,  a  semi- 
shiver  ran  down  my  back  for  fear  that 
they  might  be  broken.  At  last,  my 
treasures  safely  lying  on  some  cotton, 
again  1  "shinned"  up  the  tree. 

Taking  from  my  pocket  some  string 
and  the  long  wooden  needle,  I  had 
brought  for  that  purpose,  I  began  to 
sew  up  the  nest.  Weaving  the  cord 
in  and  out,  sewing  the  green-leaf  lin- 
ing securely  in  and  wrapping  the  nest 
about  and  through  and  in  and  out  with 
about  twenty  thrusts  of  my  needle, 
which  I  had  whittled  out  before  we 
started,  I  soon  had  it  done.  Then  I 
let  down  a  large  cord  to  which  Elmer 
fastened  the  saw.  Hanging  the  saw  to 
a  limb,  I  sent  the  rope  down  again 
and  brought  up  the  ihundred-foot  rope 
Elmer  had  brought.  Next  I  sawed  off 
the  limbs  quite  a  distance  above  the 
nest.  Then  tying  the  rope  about  the 
big  limb  on  which  the  nest  rested,  and 
arranging  the  rope  over  a  limb  so  that 
Elmer  could  keep  it  from  breaking 
off  and  falling  too  hard,  I  sawed  away. 
The  limb  on  which  I  was  standing 
was  the  one  on  which  the  nest  re- 
posed.   If  it  should  just  bend  over  and 
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hang  by  the  bark,  there  was  danger 
of  it  swinging  clear  back  to  me  and 
knocking  me  off;  so  I  sawed  very  care- 
fully until  it  began  to  go  down  gently. 
Although  the  limb  broke  off  clean,  and 
the  nest  hung  top  side  down,  hardly  a 
leaflet  or  twig  of  the  lining  was  dis- 
turbed.    Slowly  we  let  it  down. 

At  last  it  was  safely  landed.  De- 
scending exultingly  and  hastily  load- 
ing ourselves  with  our  plunder,  we 
started  home.  Elmer  took  the  lead 
with  the  two  guns,  the  rope,  the  saw, 
and  the  game  sack  in  wihich  were  the 
two  birds.  I  followed  with  the  two 
eggs  in  one  hand,  the  big  limb  over 
my  shoulder,  holding  it  with  the  other 
hand.  Thus  we  come  home  triumph- 
antly. 

The  group  is  now  mounted  and  in 
the  Baker  University  museum.  Prof. 
Monahan  having  done  a  very  fine  piece 
of  work  in  preparing  them.  The  pho- 
tographs which  I  took  of  the  nest  with 
the  mounted  birds,  and  eggs,  give 
some  idea  of  the  appearance. 

ARTHUR   BRIDWELL, 

Baldwin,  Kan. 


Nesting  of  Bicknell's  Thrush. 


Knowing  that  Bicknell's  Thrush 
(Hylocichla  aliciae  bicknelli)  breeds 
on  a  few  small  islands  off  the  s'outh- 
v/estern  end  of  'X'ova  Scotia,  I  sent  Mr. 
H.  F.  Tufts  to  collect  a  few  sets.  He 
was  fortunate  enough  to  find  three 
sets.  The  firsit  was  taken  June  13, 
1907,  with  three  fresh  eggs  with  the 
parent  bird  in  a  thick  top  of  a  large 
spruce,  25  feet  from  the  ground.  The 
nest  was  made  of  dead  grasses,  bits  of 
decayed  wood,  twigs  and  moss  and 
was  lined  with  fine  dead  grass.  Set 
No.  2  was  taken  on  the  same  day 
(June  13).  The  nest  was  placed  in  a 
small  Fir  about  15  feet  from  the 
ground  and  close  to  the  trunk.  It  was 
composed   of  dead   grasses,   moss   and 


small  twigs  and  lined  with  fine  dead 
grasses.  The  third  set  was  taken  June 
14.  The  eggs  were  fres'h.  The  nest 
was  situated  in  the  top  of  a  dead  Fir 
sapling,  among  mossy  twigs.  It  was 
made  of  decayed  wood  bits,  grasses 
and  moss,  and  was  lined  with  fine 
dried  grass.  Three  eggs  seem  to  be  a 
full   set. 

In  his  letter  to  me,  Mr.  Tufts  s:ays: 
"I  reached  Mud  Island  on  June  7, 
where  I  found  almost  no  thrushes,  so 
the  next  day  I  went  to  Seal  Island. 
Here  on  the  10th,  I  found  two  nests  of 
Bicknell's  Thrush,  each  with  one  egg. 
which  I  took  on  the  13th  with  three 
eggs  each,  which  seems  to  be  the  full 
complement. 

"On  the  llth  I  discovered  another 
nest  with  one  egg  which  I  took  on  the 
llth  with  three  eggs.  I  also  discov- 
ered two  more  nests  building  and  one 
completed,  none  of  which  contained 
eggs.  However,  it  was  necessary  for 
me  to  leave  the  island,  having  already 
over-stepped  my  time  limit  by  two 
days  and  having  incurred  the  extra 
expense  of  a  useless  return  trip  of  the 
man,  hired  to  come  for  me  from  main- 
land. No  regular  boat  goes  to  the 
islands  after  June  1,  when  the  lobster 
stason  closes.. 

"Mr.  Crowell  and  family,  who  own 
the  island,  with  whom  every  visitor 
must  stay  and  from  whom  permission 
to  collect  anything  must  be  had,  are 
ardent  bird  lovers  and  protectors,  be- 
ing members  of  the  Audubon  Society; 
and  it  was  only  with  considerable  urg- 
ing on  my  part  that  I  was  granted  lib- 
erty to  collect  a  few  sets.  According 
tjo  Mr.  Crowell  the  Thrushes  are  de- 
creasing in  numbers,  and  especially 
during  the  past  two  or  three  years;  so 
he  is  making  every  effort  to  discour- 
age the  killing  of  the  birds  or  the  tak- 
ing of  their  eggs." 

"Tre  nest  is  the  most  difficult  to 
find  of  any  small  bird  occurring  in 
equal  numbers  on  a  given  area.     The 
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Nest  and   Eggs  of  Say's  Phoebe  in    Situ. 
Photo  by  Rockwell,  Denver. 
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nesting  birds  are  extremely  shy  anol 
suspicious— this  is  my  experience  dur- 
ing the  two  trips  to  the  Island." 

JOHN  E.  THAYER. 


Anent  the  Swamp  Sparrow. 


The  recent  article  of  Mr.  Millers" 
concerning  this  bird  greatly  appealed 
to  me  and  it  affords  me  pleasure  to  be 
able  to  throw  a  little  light  upon  large 
sets  of  this  bird. 

Upon  the  Delaware  meadows,  to  the 
south  of  Philadelphia,  this  species  is 
the  most  abundant  bird  and  nests  in 
incredible  numbers  during  the  months 
of  May,  June  and  July,  May  30th  be- 
ing the  heighth  of  the  season.  This 
locality  is  one  of  great  interest  to  me 
and  it  is  here  that  among  the  tussocks 
of  swamp  grass  I  have  found  numer- 
ous  nests. 

The  usual  number  of  eggs  is  four, 
less  commonly  three  and  five.  The 
July  nests  make  up  the  record  of  sets 
of  three,  however. 

It  was  in  this  region  that  on  the 
ninth  of  June,  1907,  in  company  with 
Mr.  J.  Harris  Reed,  I  had  the  good 
fortune  to  take  what  I  have  every  rea- 
son to  believe  is  the  largest  set  of  eggs 
ever  recorded;  namely,  one  of  eight. 
All  the  circumstances  seem  to  point 
to  these  being  laid'  by  one  bird.  The 
nest  was  the  largest  one  I  have  ever 
seen  and  the  eggs  barely  covered  the 
base  of  the  cavity — were  not  laid  in 
layers.  Six  of  the  eggs  were  colored 
alike,  while  the  other  two  are  much 
less  heavily  marked.  This  set  was 
viewed  in  situ  by  Mr.  Reed  and  he 
mentioned  at  the  time  that  in  his  ex- 
tended acquaintance  with  the  nesting 
habits  of  this  bird,  it  was  the  first  set 
he  had  seen  larger  than  five. 

A  fact  that  deserves  attention  which 
it  has  not  received,  is  the  great  pro- 
portion of  empty  nests  and  after  giv- 
ing the   subject   considerable   thought 


I  am  about  convinced  that  the  birds 
frequently  build  sham  nests  like  the 
Marsh  Wren.  My  statistics  from  this 
locality,  (based  upon  the  observations 
of  several  competent  Ornithologists), 
seem  to  show  that  only  one  nest  is 
occupied  out  of  every  two  or  three  dis- 
covered. I  do  not  maintain  that  such 
is  always  the  case,  but  hope  to  give 
more  light  on  the  subject  at  a  later 

date. 

RICHARD  C.  HARLOW. 


A  Paradise  of  Warblers. 


One  must  admit  that  a  localitF 
where  Mourning  Warblers  take  the 
place  of  Maryland  Yellow-throats,  and 
where  the  Canadian  Warbler  is  even. 
more  common  than  the  Redstart,  is,  in 
New  York  state,  unusual.  Yet  this  is 
precisely  how  we  found  them  during 
the  season  of  July,  1907,  near  Wood- 
worth's  Lake,  Fulton  county,  N.  Y. 

We  were  encam.ped  on  the  above 
mentioned  lake  from  July  S,  until  Ju- 
ly 20,  1907.  Even  while  walking  to 
our  destination,  on  the  first  day,  we 
noted  no  less  than  eight  species  of 
warblers,  and  before  the  two  weeks 
while  we  stayed  at  the  lake  had  elap- 
sed, six  more  were  added  to  our  lists. 
Mourning  Warblers,  (Geothlypis  Phil- 
adelphia), were  actually  abundant; 
adults  were  often  observed  with  grubs 
in  their  bills  indicating  the  presence 
of  young,  and  on  July  13,  a  young  bird 
of  this  species  was  captured  and  ex- 
amined. No  nests  were  found,  how- 
ever. Canadian  Warbler,  (Wilsonia 
canadensis),  were  even  more  abund- 
ant than  the  Mourning  Warbler.  One 
had  a  nest  directly  in  back  of  our  tent 
and  often  attracted  our  attention  by 
its  sharp  alarm  notes.  A  pair  of  Black 
and  White  Warblers  were  observed  on 
the  south  bank  of  the  lake  on  July  14. 
Magnolia,  (Dendroica  maculosa),  and 
the  Myrtle,  (Dendroica  coronata)  were 
often  observed  among  the  low  spruce 
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clearings.  A  nest  of  the  Chestnut-sid- 
ed Warbler,  (Dendroica  Pennsylvania), 
containing  3  fresh  eggs,  was  found  on 
July  16.  The  nest  was  three  feet  up 
in  a  low  shrub.  The  clutch  must  have 
been  a  second  one,  judging  by  the 
late  date.  Black-throated  Green  War- 
blers, (Dendroica  virens),  and  the 
Black-throated  Blue  Warbler,  (Den- 
droica coerulescens),  were  rather  rare 
but  were  'both  observed  on  July  8,  and 
at  various  intervals  thereafter.  A  sol- 
itary male  Blackburnian  Warbler, 
(Dendroica  blackburaiae),  was  observ- 
ed on  July  8.  The  Yellow  Warbler, 
(Dendroica  aestiva),  was  only  noted 
on  one  occasion,  July  18.  The  Amer- 
ican Redstart,  ('Setophaga  ruticilla), 
the  Northern  Yellownthroat,  (Geothly- 
pis  trichas  brachydactyla),  and  the 
Oven-bird,  (Seiurus  aurocapilla)  were 
common  here  as  elsewhere.  A  single 
specimen  of  the  Nashville  Warbler, 
(Helminthophila  ruhricapilla)  was  ob- 
served along  the  lumber  road  leading 
to  the  lake  on  July  13.  The  'Pea-body' 
song  of  the  White-throated  Sparrow, 
(Zonotrichia  aroicollis),  aroused  us 
every  morning  before  the  sun  arose, 
while  the  glorious  refrain  of  the  Soli- 
tary Hermit  Thrush,  (Hylocichla  gut- 
tata pallasii),  floated  over  the  lake 
until  far  into  the  night.  A  few  other 
birds  may  be  mentioned: 

A  family  of  Slate-colored  Juncoes, 
(Junco  hyemalis),  was  noted  on  July 
15.  A  few  Red-breasted  ^'uthatches, 
(Sitta  canadensis),  were  observed 
around  our  tent  during  the  last  week 
of  our  stay.  A  single  Red-headed 
Woodpecker,  Melaerpes  erythro- 
cephalus),  was  observed  below  the 
lake  on  the  first  day  of  our  stay. 

The  American  Goshawk,  (Accipiter 
artricapillus),  was  the  commonest  of 
the  four  hawks  occurring  about  the 
lake.  Forty-three  additional  birds 
were  observed  during  our  stay.  The 
total  list,  ennumerating  sixty-three 
species,  is  reasonably  large  for  any  lo- 


cality, considering  the  season  of  the 
year  and  the  short  time  of  our  ob- 
servance. 

HARRY  WHITE. 

CHAS.  P.  ALEXANDER. 


The  English  Starling. 

(Sturnus  Vulgarus.) 
The  English  Starling  (Sturnus  Vul- 
garus), which  was  introduced  into 
this  country  in  1890  is,  in  this  local- 
ity, and  let  us  hope  in  many  others,  a 
most  beautiful  bird. 

In  the  first  place  it  consumes  a 
great  many  insects,  and  in  the  second 
place  it  is  rapidly  driving  out  the  de- 
structive English  Sparrow  (Passer  do- 
mesticus). 

About  three  years  ago  I  noticed  the 
first  two  pairs  of  Stagings  I  had  ever 
seen,  around  one  of  the  numerous  bird 
boxes  on  this  place.  Of  course  the 
Sparrows  objected  greatly  but,  to  my 
great  delight,  the  Starlings  were  most 
always  victorious.  In  this  box  they 
reared  their  first  broods.  They  stay- 
ed there  all  winter  and,  in  the  folflow- 
ing  sipring,  there  were  several  more 
pairs  around.  These  also  hred  in  nu- 
merous boxes,  driving  the  Sparrows 
out  in  all  directions,  and  now  there 
are  very  few  -Sparrow  survivors,  and 
what  few  Sparrows  there  are  left  are 
vanishing  slowly  but  surely.  Would  it 
not  be  a  good  act  to  distribute  some 
ol  these  birds  among  the  states  in 
which  'tJhe  Sparrows  are  preying  upon 
the  Swallow's  young,  as  mentioned  in 
the  June  "Oologist?" 

There  is  a  marked  difference  in  the 
increase  of  the  song  birds  about  the 
dwellings  since  the  Sparrows  have 
been  driven  out.  On  this  place  of  35 
acres,  there  were  about  10  Onests  of 
various  kinds  of  song  birds.  This 
makes  an  average  of  about  three 
nests  per  acre. 

Let  us  now  turn  to  the  nidifica- 
tion   of  the  Starling. 

About  the  last  week  in  April  they 
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select  a  site  for  their  nest.  Tlie  site 
picked  out  is  in  some  bird  box  or 
crevice  about  some  building,  but  in 
my  experience  it  is  most  often  a  cav- 
ity in  a  tree  that  is  chosen.  In  fchis 
they  build  a  nest  of  grass,  straw, 
sticks,  etc.  I  have  never  found  a  nest 
lined  with  any  soft  material.  They 
lay  from  four  to  six  beauti'ful  pall'e 
blue  eggs;  usually  four  or  five,  but  on 
May  6,  last,  I  found  a  set  of  7  eggs  in 
a  cavity  in  an  old  apple  tree  15  feet 
from  the  ground.  One  of  the  seven 
eggs  which  I  mention,  which  were  two- 
thirds  'advanced  in  incubation,  was 
cracked  entirely  around,  but  when 
blown  the  chick  was  found  to  be  very 
much  alive. 

The  young  are  of  a  slaty  color,  with 
a  white  spot  on  the  throat.  They 
leave  the  nest  between  two  and  three 
weeks  old.  Two  broods  are  generalily 
reared  in  a  season. 

Should  not  the  Starling  be  encour- 
aged to  the  greatest  extent  possible? 

I  should  like  to  hear  from  other  ob- 
servers on  the  subject  of  the  Starling 
driving  out  the  Sparrows. 
P.  G.  HOWES. 

iStamford,  Conn. 


Mr.  Ernest  H.  Short,  Chili,  N.  Y. 

Dear  Sir: — Having  sent  a  set  of 
eggs  to  you  for  identification  last  year, 
which  you  identified  as  Baird's  Spar- 
row (Ammodramus  Bairdii),  I  thought 
it  might  be  of  interest  to  you  to  know 
that  although  previous  to  my  fin'ding 
that  set  of  eggs  there  was  no  record 
authentic  or  otherwise  of  the  occur- 
rence of  the  bird  in  the  state  of  Kan- 
S9.S.  I  have  this  year  collected  two 
skins  of  this  bird,  and  found  a  nest 
of  the  same  containing  one  downy 
young  bird,  thus  proving  .bej'ond  a 
doubt  by  two  consecutive  year's  rec- 
ords that  it   IS   a  regular  breeder  in 

Kansas. 

I  write  this  to  express  my  grati- 
tude to  you  for  your  kindness  in  aid- 


ing me  to  establish  this  record. 

I  wouM  indeed  be  grateful  to  you. 
if  you  should  see  fit  to  have,  you 
should  call  attention  to  this  record  in 
the  "Oologist." 

Thanking  you   for   past   favors    and 
for  your  help,  I  remain, 
Fraternally, 

LOGAN  EVANS, 

Wilsey,  Kan. 


Editor  of  The  Oologist:  — 

In  regard  to  the  question,  "Can 
birds  distinguish  their  eggs  and  young 
from  those  of  others?"  I  write  as  fol- 
lows: On  June  17th,  I  found  a  nest 
of  Carolina  Wren  with  four  fresh  eggs 
in  it.  Having  found  a  Catbird's  nest 
near  by  containing  three  eggs,  I  re- 
moved the  latter  and  placed  them  in 
the  nest  of  the  former.  The  mother 
bird  returning  to  her  nest  did  not  no- 
tice the  exchange,  but  quietly  resumed 
her  task  of  incubating  the  eggs.  Two 
weeks  later  I  visited  the  nest  to  find 
that  it  contained  three  young  Catbirds. 
Both  birds  seemed  to  be  very  atten- 
tive to  the  wants  of  their  j'oung  for 
about  two  days,  when  a  cat  discovered 
the  nest  and  robbed  it  of  it's  occu- 
pants. 

I  find  that  Wrens,  Catbirds,  Wood 
Thrushes,  Cardinals,  and  Sparrows, 
such  as  Chipping,  Song  and  English, 
can  be  easily  fooled  with  marbles  or 
smooth  rocks  substituted  for  their 
eggs.  I  find  that  most  of  them,  where 
there  is  an  incomplete  set,  will  com- 
plete it  if  rocks  or  marbles  are  sub- 
stituted for  the  eggs  taken,  while 
some  will  remove  them  and  complete 

the  set. 

Will  you  please  let  me  know  wheth- 
er a  set  of  six  of  the  English  Sparrow 
is  uncommon?     Hoping  that  you  may 
make  some  u&e  of  the  a'bove. 
I  remain  vours  truly, 
D.  H.  BURGESS, 
Petersburg,  Va. 
Ans. — No!     Sets  of  six  English  Spar- 
row are  common  in  mv  experience. — 
ED. 
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Prices   for   Back  Numbers   of  the 
YOtJNG    OOLOGIST   AND    THE    OOLOGIST 

will,  during  190u,  remain  as  below: 
After  which  the  prices  of  many  num- 
bers will  be  advanced  and  possibly  not 
obtainable  at  any  price.  Should  you 
desire  back  numbers  to  complete  your 
file,  NOW  is  the  time  to  purchase.  You 
can  never  obtain  them  for  less  money 
and  possibly  not  at  any  price,  as  our 
stock  ranges  from  only  1  to  25  copies 
of  an  issue. 

Prices  for  1906  Are  as  Follovrs: 
Complete  file,  $12.00. 
No.    32    is   75    cents. 

Nos.  1,  14,  IS,  21,  23-24,  31,  34-35,  42, 
53,  S6,  S9,  111,  130,  132,  137,  139,  140, 
153,   15S,  are   50  cents  each. 

Nos.  9,  66-67,  76,  77,  78,  79,  88,  90,  100, 
113,   138,  146,  are  25  cents  each. 

Nos.  11,  13,  14,  15,  16,  54,  55,  56,  75, 
87,  123,  127,  128,  129,  144,  149,  are  15 
cents  ecich. 

Nos.  19,  20,  22,  27,  28,  38,  39,  40,  45, 
50,  60,  61,  63,  64,  65,  70,  74,  80,  93,  114, 
115,  126,  133,  135,  are  10  cents  each. 
S|i|F*All  other  numbers  5c.  per  copy. 
For  $10  Tvill  send  prepaid  a  copy  of 
every  issue  ever  published,  No.  1  to 
225.  This  offer  includes  your  subscrip- 
tion   through    1906. 

My  prices  for  back  numbers  of  the 
YOUNG  OOLOGIST  and  OOLOGIST  in 
volumes,  are  as  follows: 

Vol.   I,   1884-5,  Nos.   1   to   12 $   .90 

Vol.   II,   1885,  Nos.   13  to  14 50 

Vol.    Ill,    1886,   Nos.    15   to    20 90 

Vol.   IV,    1887,   Nos.    21   to   25-26 1.00 

Vol.    V,    1888,    Nos.    27    to    38 1.50 

Vol.  VI,  1889,  Nos.  39  to  50 75 

Vol.  VII,  1890,  Nos.  51  to  62 75 

Vol.  VIII,  1891,  Nos.   63  to  74 75 

Vol.  IX,  1892,  Nos.  75  to  86 90 

Vol.    X,    1893,    Nos.    87    to    98 1.00 

Vol.  XI,   1894,  Nos.   99   to   110 50 

Vol.   XII,   1895,   Nos.    Ill   to   122 1.00 

Vol.  XIII,   1896,  Nos.  123  to  127 50 

Vol  XIV,   1897,  Nos.   128   to   139 1.50 

Vol.   XV,    1898,   Nos.   140   to   149 60 

Vol.  XVI,  1899,  Nos.  150  to  161 75 

Vol.  XVII,  1900,  Nos.  162  to  171 50 

Vol.  XVIII,   1901,  Nos.   172  to   183..      .50 

Vol.  XIX,  1902,  Nos.  184  to  195 50 

Vol.  XX,  1903,  Nos.  196  to  197 10 

Vol.   XXI,    1904,   No.    198    to    209 50 

Vol.  XXII,  1905,  Nos.  210  to  221 50 

For  $5  I  will  send  prepaid  a  copy  of 
every  issue  published,  Nos.  1  to  209, 
inclusive,  except  the  twenty-nine,  (29), 
25c    and    50c    copies. 

For  $2.00  I  will  send  prepaid  every 
copy  published,  Nos.  1  to  209,  inclusive, 
except  the  sixty  copies  priced  above  at 
10c   or   over. 

—  BOUxND  VOLUMES  — 
Can  be  furnished,   strongly  bound  in  cloth  and 
boards,    as   follows : 
Vol.  I  and  II   YOUNG  OOLOGIST  bound  in 

one  volume, $1.00 

Vol.  IX.  The  OOLOGIST  for  '92,  298  pages 
of  valuable  and  instructive  Oological 
and    Ornithological    matter    with    many 

full    page    illustrations, $1.00 

Or,  if  you  order  the  two  volumes  at  one  time, 
we  will  send  them  by  return  mail  for  only 
$1.75.  Every  student  of  birds,  their  nests  and 
eggs,  should  have  these  two  volumes  in  their 
library.  The  valuable  information  they  contain, 
is  worth  many  times  the  price. 
Address     plainly, 

ERNEST  H.   SHORT, 

Manager   of   Oologist, 

CHXLl,     N.     Y. 


Learn  Taxidermy. 


Nattiralists.  Oologists 
and  Sportsmen  should 
all  know  how  to  correct- 
ly mount  all  kinds  of 
birds  and  animals.  WE 
TEACH  TAXIDERMY 
BY  MAIL.  Complete 
course  in  15  lessons.  This 
,.  ^:^--, -T— ; is  one  of  the  most  de- 
lightful and  fascmating  of  arts.  Easily 
learned.  STANDARD  METHODS.  En- 
dorsed by  all  leading  taxidermists.  Many 
of  the  best  known  naturalists  of  the  country 
are  numbered  among  our  students.  If  you 
want  to  learn  TAXIDERMY,  we  desire  to 
submit  ourproposition  in  full.  Send  TODAY 
for  our  new  illustrated  CATALOG  and  sam- 
Rl?r£9py  of  The  TAXIDERMY  MAGAZINE. 
BOTif  FREE.  THE  N.  W.  SCHOOL  OP 
TAXIDERMY,  76  Farnam  St.,  Omaha.  Neb. 


STEVENS 


WHEN  YOU  SHOOT 

I  You  want  to  HIT  what  you  are  aiming  at 
— be  it  bird,  beast  or  target.  Make  your 
shots  count  by  shooting  the  STEVEN'S 
For  41  years  STEVENS  ARMS'  have 
carried  off  PREMIER  HONORS  for  AC- 
CURACY.   Our  line: 

Rifles,  Shotguns,  Pistols 


Ask  your  Dealer— In- 
sist on  the  Stevens. 
If  you  cannot  obtain, 
we    ship    direct,   ex- 
press  prepaid,  upon 
receipt  of  cataloo-price 

Send  4  cts,  in  starr.T'S 
for  ijo-paje   Cataiog- 
of  compiete  output.  A 
vaiuablebook  ofrefer- 
ence  for  present  and 
prospective  shooters. 

Beautiful  three-color  Aluminum  Hanger  will 
be  forwarded  for  lo  cents  in  stamps. 

J.  Stevens  Arms  k  Tool  Co., 

p.  O.  Box  4096 
CHICOPEE  FALLS,  MASS.,  U.  S.  A. 


IS    PRINTED     at     the 
Book     and      Magazine 


THIS  PAPER 

AJ.EDDy,  Albion,  N.Y. 


Publishing 
House  of 


126 


THE  OOLOGIST. 


42nd  Thousand  !       42nd  ! 
BIRD    GUIDE. 

BY  CHESTER  A.  REED,  S.  B. 

Author   of   North   American  Birds  Egg's,  and  with  Frank  M.  Chapman  of  Color  Key  to  North  American    Birds 
Editor  of  the  American  Bird  Magazine. 

This  is  a  popular  pocket  guide  and  text  book  to  ALL  THE  LAND  BIRDS  EAST 
OF  THE  ROCKIES,  from  the  Parrots  to  the  Bluebirds.     It  is  prepared  especially  for 

teachers  and  students,  after  years  of  study  as  to  their 
needs.  It  has  the  following  points  of  superiority  over 
any  other  Bird  Book: 

COLORED  ILLUSTRATIONS.— Every  bird  is 
shown  in  natural  colors,  including  females  and  young 
when  they  differ. 

SCOPE. — All  the  land  birds  east  of  the  Rockies 
are  included.  It  gives  the  range  and  habit  of  each 
bird,  their  songs  as  nearly  as  they  can  be  written,  and 
description  of  their  nests  and  eggs. 

SMALL  SIZE. — It  can  easily  be  carried  in  the 
pocket,  measuring  but  3x5  inches.  200  pages,  bound 
in  flexible  sock  cloth  or  leather.  We  have  made  the 
price  of  the  book  as  low  as  possible  considering  the 
good  workmanship  and  material  that  is  used.  It  is  so 
low  that  anyone  can  afford  it,  but  no  one  can  afford  to 
be  without  it. 

IT  NAMES  THE  BIRDS  FOR.  YOU 

Bound  in  flexible  sock  cloth,  postpaid 

50  CENTS 

Five  cloth  bound  copies  for  $2.00  postpaid 

Bound  in  flexible  leather,  75cts.     Five  copies  for  $3.00  postpaid. 

We  want  agents  in  every  city,  town  and  school.  Good  commissions. 
Send  for  prospectus  of  Bird  Books  and  sample  copy  of  the  AMERICAN 
BIRD  MAGAZINE. 


CHAS.  K.  REED. 


WORCESTER..  MASS. 
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The  Greatest  Offer  Ever  Made  By  a 
Publisher  in  the  History  of  the  World 

$  1  0  0  0    '^iSIP    FREE 

Yes,  Absolutely  Free  with  every  Yearly  Subscription  to 

The   American  Farmer 

Of  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  for  one  year  and  the 

OOLOGIST 

for  2 1   months,  (Apr.    1 907,  to    Dec.    1908).     Both    Papers    and    $1000    Accident 
Insurance  Policy  with  no  other  dues  or  assessments,  for  only 


$1.00 


The  American  Farmer  is  tlie  only 
Literary  Farm  Journal  publislied.  It 
fills  a  position  of  its  own  and  has  ta- 
ken the  leading  place  in  the  home  of 
rural  people  in  every  section  of  the 
United  .States.  It  gives  the  farmer 
and  his  family  something  to  think 
about  as.ide  from  the'  humdrum  of 
routine  duties.  Every  issue  contains 
an  original  poem  by  Solon  L.  Goode. 

The   publishers     of     the    American 


Farmer  have  gone  to  great  expense  to 
secure  these  Accident  Policies  for  its 
readers.  It  proposes  to  have  the  big- 
gest circulation  of  any  agricultural 
journal  in  the  world.  To  this  end 
we  make  this  marvelous  offer  of  a 
Free  Limited  Accident  Policy  for 
$1,000  to  every  new  subscriber  to  the 
American  Farmer  and  The  Oologist, 
who  will  pay  a  year  in  advance.  The 
Policy  pays  as  follows: 


For  Loss  of  Life   $1,000.00 

For  Loss  of  Both  Eyes,  meaning  entire  and  permanent  loss  of  sight  of 

both   eyes 1,000.00 

For  Loss  of  Both  Hands,  by  actual  and  complete  severance  at  or  above 

the  wrist   ■ 1,000.00 

For  Loss  of  Both  Feet,  by  actual  and  complete  severance  at  or  above 

the    ankle    1,000.00 

For  Loss  of  One  Hand  and  One  Foot,  by  actual  and  complete  severance 

at  or  above  the  wrist  and  ankle. 1,000.00 

For  Loss  of  One  Hand,  by  actual  and  complete  severance  at  or  above 

the  wrist   250.00 

For  Loss  of  One  Foot,  by  actual  and  complete  severance  at  or  above 

the   ankle 250.00 

For  Loss  of  One  Eye,  meaning  entire  and  permanent  loss  of  the  sight 

of  one   eye    lOO.OO 

If  you  will  subscribe  at  once  on  the  coupon  below,  we  will  give  you  a  year's 
subscription  to  both  papers,  in  addition  give  you  a  Free  Accident  Policy  for 
$1,000  fully  paid  for  one  year,  without  any  dues  or  assessments  of  any  kind 
The  policy  covers  a  wide  range  of  risks,  including  death  or  injury  on  railroad 
trains  and  other  public  conveyances,  elevators,  trolley  cars,  etc.;  also  accidents 
on  the  high  road,  from  riding  or  driving,  automobiles,  horses,  burning  biiildings, 
hold-up,  drowning,  bicycle  accidents,  etc.  $5.00  a  week  if  disabled  will  be  paid 
for  a  number  of  weeks  if  you  are  disabled  in  any  -vyay  described  in  the  policy. 
You  can  have  the  paper  and  policy  sent  to  different  addresses  if  you  so  desire. 

IVIAIL  THIS  TODAY  :==^=i=:^= 

To  The  Oologist,  Chili,  N.  Y.,  I  enclose  $1.00  for  which  send  me  the  American 
Farmer  one  year  and  The  Oologist  21  months,  and  the  Limited  Accident  Insur- 
ance Policy  for  $1,000.00. 

Name    p.   O 

State    Age    

The  Age  Limit  on  tiiis  Policy  is  Between  16  and  65  Inclusive. 
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Birds  and  Bird  Homes 

"AS  THEY  WERE  SNAPPED.  " 

Our  portfolio  of  fine  Half  Tone  reproductions  of  twenty-three 

good  photos  of 

Birds   and   Birds'    Nests   from   Nature 

BRIEF  DESCRIPTIONS 

Includes  Studies  in 

PROTECTIVE  COLORATION 
BIRD  ARCHITECTURE  AND 
YOUNG    BIRDS.    :    :    :     :     : 

COVER  IN  COLORS.        UNCUT  EDGE.        TIED  BACK 

Postpaid,  25  cents.     With  The  Oologist  one  year,  both  50  cents. 
Address  MANAGER  OOLOGIST,  CHILI,  N.  Y. 

• TTVVVVVVTTVTT^TTTTTVTTVTTTV ▼▼TVTVTVTVTTTTVTTTTTVTTTT* 

\  CombirvaLtion  Offer.  \ 

►     We  Offer  Oologist  one  year  ^ 

X.  and  Reed's  "North  American  Birds  Eggs,"  ^ 


< 


►  New  illustrated  Key,  $2.50  postpaid,  all  prepaid  $2.60 

%.  Oologist  one  year 

►  and  Chapman's  "Color  Key," 

►  New  Color  Key  to  North   American   Birds,   $2.50   postpaid,  ^ 

►  all  prepaid $2.60      ^ 

^  Oologist  one  year                                                                                     ^ 

^  and  "Frederick  Young"                                                                      ^ 

^  The  Natural  History  Novel,  prepaid $  .90      ^ 

^  Oologist /oM/'  years,  Jan.  1905  to  Dec.  1908,                                         2 

►  and  "North  American  Birds  Eggs"  or  "Color  Key, "■•■$3.25  ^ 
^  Oologist /oMf  years,  as  above,  - 
^  and  a  copy  of  our  new  "Standard  Catalogue"    of    North 

►  American  Birds  Eggs $1.00 

X.     Oologist /bwr  years  and  "Frederick  Young," $1.40 

X  The  Oologist  4  years,  and  "Land  Birds,"  Baird,  Brewer  &  Ridg.; 

X  New  Edition,  Colored  Plates,  price  $10.00,  for  $8.60.                 ^ 

►  Address  < 

►  ERNEST  H.  SHORT,  \ 

►  Manager  Oologist  Chili.  N.Y.  < 
•AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA* 
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The  Oologist 

A  MONTHLY  PUBLICATION  DEVOTED  TO 

OOLOGY,  ORNITHOLOGY  AND  TAXIDERMY. 


WANTS,  FOR  SALES  AND  EXCHANGES. 

Brief  Special  announcements  "  Wants,"  "  Exchanges,"  "  For  Sales,"  inserted  in  thia  de- 
partment for  25  cents  per  25  words.  Notices  over  25  words  charged  at  the  rate  of  1-2  cent  tar 
each  additional  word.    No  notice  inserted  for  less  than  25  cents.    Terms,  cash  with  order. 

Strictly  first-class  specimens  will  be  accepted  in  payment  at  1-3  list  rates. 


Vol.  XXIV.    No.  9. 


ALBION,  N.  Y.,  SEP.,  1907. 


Whole  No.  242 


Take  Notice. 

Examine  the  number  following  your 
name  on  the  wrapper  of  this  month's 
Oologist.  It  denotes  w^hen  your  sub- 
scription  expired  or  will  expire. 

Remember  we  must  be  notified  if 
you  wish  paper  discontinued  and  all 
arrearages  must  be  paid. 
209  your  subscription  expired  Dec.  1904 
242  your  subscription  expires  with  this  issue 
245    •  "  '•  "         Dec,  1907 

257    "  "  "  "         Dec.  1908 

Intermediate  numbers  can  easily  be 
determined.  If  we  have  you  credited 
wrong   we   wish   to   rectify. 

Entered  as  second-class  matter  De- 
cembed  21,  1903,  at  the  post  office,  at 
Albion,  N.  Y.,  under  the  Act  of  Con- 
gress of  March  3,   1879. 

LANTERN  SLIDES.-A  lot,  many  2nd 
grade  (a  little  dense  or  thin),  all  fair,  some 
very  good  for  best  cash  or  exchange  offer. 
B.  S.  BOWDISH,  Demarest,  N.  Y. 

EOR  EXCHANGE  FOR  DESIRABLE 
RAPTORES  OR  OTHERS-Nuttall's  "Birda 
of  U.  S.  and  Canada,  with  110  colored  illus- 
trations, 1905  edition,  absolutely  new.  CHAS. 
S.  THOMPSON,  Box  214,  Buena,  Vista..  Colo. 

TO  EjX  CHANGE.  -  Sets  187  L4 
297a  1-8,  707  1-4,  487  1-6,  32  1-1,  64  1-1,  385  1-4. 
Also  shells  and  curios.  Wanted  first  class 
sets.  Address,  ERNEST  H.  SHORT.  Box 
173,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

WANT.— Eggs  in  sets  and  good  Indian 
relics.  I  offer  eggs,  shells  and  showy  mount- 
ed butterflies.  ERNEST  H.  SHORT,  Box  173, 
Rochester.  N.  Y. 

SETS  TO  EXCHANGE  FOR  SAME. -4  1-4; 
12  1-1:  49  5-2:  51  3-2;  58  1-3:  59  1-2:  63  1-2:  69  1-2;  70 
1-3;  71 1-3:  77  1-2;  118  1-2;  126  1-3;  140  n-8;  184  1-3; 
187  1-3:;  194  1-4  1-5;  210  1-7:  212  1-6  1-7  1-8;  214  1-8; 
2191-6;  2211-10:  226  1-4;  263  1-4;  2r,7  1-3;  269  1-4; 
285  1-3;  Eu.  Curlew  1-3;  337b  1-3;  366 1-3;  368  1-3; 
447  1-5;  457  1-3;  458  n-5:  461  n-3:  475  1-5  1-6  1-7; 
497  2-4;  498d  4-4;  517  n-4;  596  1-3:  605  n-2  runts; 
605  n-3;  622a  1-6:  singles  of  2;  49;  51;  155:  224;  229; 
243;  Eu.  Curlew;  294;  529b:  721a.  All  with  data. 
Want  anything  not  in  collection.  Will  give 
bonus,  in  singles  for  sets.  CHAS.  S.  THOMP- 
SON Box  214,  Buena  Vista,  Colo. 


WANTED-For  cash,  skins  of  Albino  birda 
or  mammals,  rare  nests,  eggs  and  skina 
Eskimo  Curlew  in  particular.  Nesting  sites 
of  all  birds  that  preed  in  holes  or  cavities  in 
trees.  Quote  anything  of  the  sort  you  may- 
have  to  offer.  JOHN  LEWIS  CHILDS 
Floral  Park.  N.  Y. Dec,  t.  f. 

AUK  AND  NUTTALL'S  BULLETIN  com- 
plete for  $100.  Auk  1884-1905.  22  vols,  com- 
plete. All  except  last  are  finely  bound  in 
cloth.  Nuttal's  Bulletin  complete  in  8  vols. 
bound.    J.  L.  CHILDS.  Floral  Park,  N.  Y. 

FOR  EXCHANGE.-A  choice  list  of  sets 
including  No's.  9  1-2,  82.1 1-1, 145  1-8, 141 1-8  1-6. 
353  1-3,  354  1-3,  370a  1-5,  376  1-6,  459  1-3,  536  1-4, 
534  1-5,6411-4,639  1-5,  654a,  6181-4  for  species 
unt  in  my  collection.  THOS.  H.  JACKSON. 
304  N.  Franklin  St.,  W.  Chester.  Pa. 

OFFER— A  long  series  of  rare  and  beautiful 
butterflies  from  all  partsof  the  World,  either 
spread  or  in  papers  for  a  first  class  collection 
of  stamps.  Also  wanted  first  class  bird 
skins,  eggs  with  data.  LEVI  W.  MENGEL, 
Boys'  High  School,  Reading,  Pa. 

ENGLISH  CAVIES.-Black,  buff,  silver- 
grey,  red  and  white  and  red  Aljsynnians. 
Also  Brown  Leghorn'Cockerels  and  registered 
Shropshire  ram  lambs.  Will  exchange  for 
A.  No.  1  sets,  choice  Indian  relics,  bird  books 
or  cash.    FRANK  H.  LATTIN,  Albion,  N.Y. 

OAMERA.—For  exchange  for  best  offer  of 
eggs  in  seta.  Desire  Raptores  especially,  any 
number  of  one  species.  This  is  a  4  x  5  plate, 
fixed  focus  6  tolOOfeet,  time  or  instantaneous. 
Adlake  Camera.  Three  plate  holders  and 
printing  frame.  Has  been  used  only  a  short 
time  Can  be  used  with  tripod.  Cost  $6.50. 
CHAS.  S.  THOxMPSON,  Box  214,  Buena  Vista. 
Colo. 

I  HAVE  Fossils,  Minerals,  land  and  fresh 
water  Shells,  Stone  Relics,  Curios.  I  want 
eggs  in  sets.  Flint  lock  pistols,  coins,  stamps, 
paper  money,  books,  etc.  T.  S.  HILL, 
.Moodys.  Ind.  Ter. 

WANTED.— First  class  authentic  singles 
and  sets  with  original  data.  Will  give  in  ex- 
change some  first  class  singles  and  sets  or 
cash.    D.  E.  OLSON,  Titusville,  Penna. 
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STAMPS.— To  exchange  for  birds'  eggs  or 
skins.  Also  a  few  skins  and  eggs  to  trade  for 
same.  F.  T.  CORLESS,  804  E.  14  St.  N..  Port- 
land.  Or. Jy.  7.  t. 

WANT  TO  KXCPJ  ANGE  a  small  collection 
of  eggs  for  books  on  telephony  and  electricity. 
All  eggs  with  data.  O.  H.  PEASE,  Hope  Ks. 
Ag.  2.  t. 

WANTED.-Sets  of  377a,  364.  60, 131. 139,  140. 
137,  394,  393,  255,  261,  and  many  commoner 
kinds.  Cash  or  exchange.  DR.  T.  W. 
KICHARDS,  U.  S.  Navy,  U.  S.  Ship  Kansas, 
care  Postmaster,  New  York  City. 


FOR  SALE.-A  private  collection  of  1000 
ancient  Indian  relics  consisting;  of  spears, 
arrows,  axes,  celts,  pestlij^aniulets.  Knives, 
scrapers,  drills,  etc.  ejection  of  arrows 
fom  12 different  states.  Everything  labelled 
with  both  name  and  locality  when  collected. 
If  interested  enclose  stamp  for  particulars 
and  price.  GEORGE.  J.  TILLS,  Albion.  N. 
Y. 

ILLINOIS  SETS  WANTED.-756.  724,  719, 
673, 659,  642.  639.  628, 597.  567,  467,  420,  375,  368,  367, 
356,  352,  343,  332,  342,  364,  331,  326,  300,  190,  64. 
Have  to  olTer  100  species  in  sets  or  cash.  I 
have  an  exceptionally  large  exchange  list. 
ISAAC  E.  HESS,  Philo,  Ills. 

BIRD  SKINS.— Ready  for  mounting,  ex- 
changed for  those  of  other  localities.  Per- 
manent exchange  relations  preferred.  If  in- 
terested submit  and  receive  lists.  L.  T. 
RESER,  Baker  University.  Baldwin,  Kansas. 


Wanted. 


BACK    NUMBERS    OOLOGIST 

Vol.  Ill,  No's  4  and  6. 
Vol.  IV,  No's  land  3-4. 
Vol.  V.  No.  6. 

Will  allow  a  subscription,  2  exchange  or 
sale  notices  or  50c.  worth  of  goods  for  any  of 
these  issues.    Address, 

MGR.  OOLOGIST,         Chili,  N.  Y. 


ARE  m  INTERESTED  IN  TANNING  ? 

With  my  formulas  you  can  tan  any  pelt  or 
hide  and  be  certain  of  good  results  every 
time.  Your  skins  dry  soft.  All  the  usual 
loss  of  time  and  hard  work  is  eliminated  by 
my  up-to-date  methods.  Money  saved  is 
money  made.  Write  for  full  particulars, 
formulas,  etc.,  and  complete  instructions  are 
only  $3.00 postpaid.  EDWIN  DIXON.  Taxi- 
dermist and  Tanner,  Unionville,  '^)ntario. 

Aug.  3.  6. 

THE  LATEST  THING 

EGG     CABINETS. 


The  Sectional  Cabinet 
Expands  as  you  need  it 
trays. 

ERNEST  n.  SHORT, 

Rochester, 


Write  for  prices. 
With  or  without 


N.  Y. 


'S   GREATEST    COLLECTORS'    MAGAZINE 

FOUNDED   IN   1895 

The  Philatelic  West  and  Camera  News 


Combines  Collectors'  and  Post  Card  World 
and  Dozen  Other  Papers. 
SUPERIOR,  NEBR.,  U.  S.  A. 

The  oldest  largest  monthly  American  Col- 
lector's Paper  published.  Over  100  pages 
each  issue,  replete  with  interesting  reading 
and  advertising  illustrated  pertaining  to 
Stamps,  Curios,  Coins,  Postal  Cards  and 
Entire  Covers,  Minerals,  Birds,  Relics  of  all 
kinds.  Cameras,  Etc.  Over  3600  pages  issued 
in  2  years. 

An  unimitated  expensive  meritorious 
feature  is  the  publication  in  each  number  of 
illustruti(jns  of  leading  collectors  and  dealers 
of  the  world.  A  possessor  of  complete  files 
has  a  valuable  and  interesting  collection, 
worthy  of  preservation. 

Offlcial  Organ  of  over  40  popular  societies, 
35,000  members.  The  review  of  all  papers  of 
all  languages  is  an  attractive  addition.  In- 
teresting matter  from  French,  German, 
Latin,  and  from  all  foreign  English  papers  in 
each  number. 

50  cts.  tor  I  2  numbers;  foreign,  $  I  or  4s. 

ADVERTISERS 

A  word  with  you;  that  collectors  appreciate 
the  aljove  attractive  features  is  evidenced  by 
our  large  and  growing  subscription  list. 
The  West  circulates  ali  over  the  world.  Over 

12,000  ads  in  2  years. 

Trial  Ad  I  cent  per  word  in  Trade  Calumn;  3 
times  for  price  of  2. 

L.  T.  BRODSTONE. 

PvibHsher.  Superior,  Nebr.  (  ('.  S.  A.) 


TO     ALL     INTERESTED. 
REMEMBER. 

I  furnish  collections  covering  one  or  several 
branches  of  Natural  History  for  study  or 
museum  purposes  at  Sppxiai,  reduced  rates. 
Don't  fail  to  write  me.  I  will  quote  you  on 
your  line  of  wants  or  I  will  furnish  a  general 
assortment  that  will  fit  your  purse  and  be 
sure  to  please. 

ERNEST  H.  SHORT, 
Box    173  Rochester,  N.  Y. 


MAMMALS. 

First  class  scientific  skins,  with  full  data 
and  skulls  separate,  for  cash.  Five  species 
So.  Cal.  chipmunks,  $3.00:  three  of  gophers, 
11.50;  two  of  kangaroo  rats,  $1.50;  seven  of 
white  footed  mice,  $3.00;  three  of  wood  rats, 
$2.25.  A  collection  of  22  So.  Cal.  species  $17.00. 
Also  many  rarities.  All  authoritatively 
named  and  postpaid.  m.  2.  t. 

J.  QRINNELL, 
576  N.  Marengo  Ave.,  Pasadena,  Calif 
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STILL    LEADING 

FIFTH  EDITION  LATTIN'8  STANDARD  CATALOOyE  OF 


North  American   Birds   Eggs 

With  Oologist  One  Year,  Both  for  50c. 


Compiled  by  Frank  H.  Lattin  and 
Ernest  H.  Short,  with  the  assistance 
of  many  prominent  American  Oolo- 
gists. 

A  Complete  Up-to-date  Check  List 
of  North  American  Birds,  including 
Introduced  Sp^ecies,  giving  correct  ex- 
change values  on  all  species  whose 
eggs  are  procurable  at  this  time.  Ar- 
ranged according  to  A.   O.   U.   Nome- 


clature,  but  giving  Ridgway's  and 
Coues'  numbers  also.  Printed  on 
one  side  of  page  only  leaving  it  in 
convenient  form  for  making  notes  in 
or  using  for  labelling  purposes. 
Bound  in  light  board  covers.  'Neat  in 
style.  Handy  in  shape  (just  goes  in- 
to full   government  envelope). 

Postpaid  25c  each.    Six  for  $1.25. 


Address  ERNEST  H.  SHORT,  Manager  Oologist,  Chili,  N.  Y. 


TO     BIRD     LOVERS. 


We  wish  to  make  large  additions  to  our 
subscription  list  this  fall.  As  an  immediate 
inducement  we  offer  to  send  you  the 
"Oologist"  until  .January  1908,  aud  a  full 
year  from  that  date  for  50  cents.  If  you 
accept  this  offer  you  are  entitled  to  the  ex- 
change notice  or  sale  notice  free  but  to  no 
other  combinations.  Kenewals  will  not  be 
accepted  oa  these  terms  unless  accompanied 
by  a  new  subscription  also.    Address, 


ERNEST  H.  SHORT, 


Manager  Oologist. 


Rochester,  N.  Y, 


ALARM  WATCH.  I 

Just  what  every  ornithologist,  camper  or 
early  riser  needs.  Swiss  movement,  gun 
metal  case,  stem  wind  and  set,  good  time 
keeper.  Price  $7.00.  Stop  watch  same  quality 
$14.00.    Sent  postpaid  on  receipt  of  price. 

SEABOARD  SUPPLY  CO. 

17  William  St.,  New  York 


THE     CONDOR 

A    Bi-Monthly    Magazine    of    Western 
Ornithology 

Edited  by  J.  GRINNELL. 

"The  photographic  illustrations 
are  worth  the  price  of  subscription." 
alone  are  worth  the  price  of  subscrip- 
tion."— The   Critic. 

The  Condor  begins,  with  1907,  its 
ninth  volume.  A  special  feature  of  this 
volume  includes  in  each  issue,  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  series  of  remarkable 
photographs  of  wild  birds  by  Mr.  H. 
L.  Bohlman  and  Mr.  W.  L.  Finney. 

SPECIAL   OFFER: 

Bohlman,  is  enabled  to  offer  anyone 
sending  One  Dollar  and  Fifty  Cents 
for  a  NEW  suibscription  for  one  year, 
and  mentioning  this  offer,  a  5x7  un- 
mounted, fcopyrighted  photograph  of 
bird   life. 

OR,  a  copy  of  November,  1906  issue 
and  Vol.  9,  1907,  complete,  for  $1.50. 
Subscription  $1.50.     Sample  Copy  30c. 

H.  T.  CLIFTON,  Business  Manager, 
P.  O.  Box  404,  -  Pasadena,  Gal. 
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Birds  and  Bird  Homes 

"AS  THEY  WERE  SNAPPED." 

Our  portfolio  of  fine  Half  Tone  reproductions  of  twenty-three 

good  photos  of 

Birds   and   Birds'   Nests  from  Nature 

BRIEF  DESCRIPTIONS 

Includes  Studies  in 

PROTECTIVE  COLORATION 
BIRD  ARCHITECTURE  AND 
YOUNG    BIRDS.    :    :    :     :     : 

COVER  IN  COLORS.        UNCUT  EDGE.        TIED  BACK 

Postpaid,  25  cents.     With  The  Oologist  one  year,  both  50  cents. 
Address  MANAGER  OOLOGIST,  CHILI,  N.  Y. 

▼TTTVTVTYTTTT^TVVTTTTTTYVTT  TTTTTTTTTTTTVTVTTVTTTTVTT  • 

CombinaLtion  Offer. 

We  Offer  Oologist  one  year  < 

and  Reed's  "North  American  Birds  Eggs,"  ^ 

New  illustrated  Key,  $2.50  postpaid,  all  prepaid  $2.60  ^ 

Oologist  one  year  ^ 

and  Chapman's  "Color  Key,"  ^ 

New   Color  Key  to  North   American   Birds,   $2.50   postpaid,  ^ 

all  prepaid $2. 60  < 

Oologist  one  year  '  ^ 

and  "Frederick  Young"  ^ 

The  Natural  History  Novel,  prepaid $  .90  2 

Oologist /oMr  years,  Jan.  1905  to  Dec.  1908,  3 

and  "North  American  Birds  Eggs"  or  -'Color  Key,"- ••$3.25  ^ 

Oologist /oMf  years,  as  above,  ^ 

and  a  copy  of  our  new  "Standard  Catalogue"    of   North  ^ 

American  Birds  Eggs $1.00  ^ 

Oologist /bwr  years  and  "Frederick  Young," $1.40  ^ 

The  Oologist  4  years,  and  "Land  Birds,"  Baird,  Brewer  &  Ridg,;  ^ 

New  Edition,  Colored  Plates,  price  $10.00,  for  $8.60.  3 

Address  ^ 

ERNEST  H.  SHORT.  5 

Manager  Oologist  Chili,  N.Y.  < 
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Vol.  XXIV.    No.  9. 


Albion,  N.  Y.  Sep.,  1907. 


Whole  No.  242 


THE   OOLOGIST, 

A    Monthly    Publication    Devoted   to 

OOLOGY,  ORNITHOLOGY  AND  TAXl- 

DEEMY. 

FEANK    H.    LATTIN,    Publisher. 

ALBION,    N.    Y. 

EBNESI    H.    SHOBT,    Editor    and    Manager. 

Correspondence    and    items   of   interest    to   the 

student  of  Birds,  their  Neste  and  Eggs,  solicited 

from   all. 

TERMS    OF    SUBSCRIPTION: 

Single   subscription 50c   per   annum 

Sample  copies 5c  eacb 

The  above   rates  Include  payment  of  postage. 

Bach   subscriber    is   given    a    card   good   for   a 

Want,  Exchange  or  For  Sale  Notice.     (This  card 

Is  redeemable  at  any  time  within  one  year  from 

date  thereon.) 

Subscriptions  can  begin  with  any  number. 
Back  numbers  of  the  OOLOGIST  can  be  fur- 
nished at  reasonable  rates.  Send  stamp  for  de- 
•criptions    and    prices. 

Remember  that  the  publisher  must  be  noti- 
fied by  letter  when  a  subscriber  wishes  his  pa- 
per  stopped,    and   all   arrearages   must   be   paid. 

ADVERTISING    RATES: 

6  cents  per  nonpareil  line  each  Insertion. 

12  lines  in  every  inch.  Seven  inches  in  a  col- 
omn,    and   two  columns  to  the   page. 

Nothing  inserted  for  less  than  25  cents.  No 
"special  rates,"  5  cents  per  line  is  "net."  "tocb 
bottom,"  "inside,"  "spot  cash"  rate  from  which 
there  Is  no  deviation  and  no  commission  to 
agents.  If  you  wish  to  use  5  lines  or  less  space 
It  will  cost  you  25  cents;  100  Unes,  $5.00;  1000 
lines,  $50.  "Trade"  (other  than  cash)  adver- 
tisements will  be  accepted  by  special  arrange- 
ment only  and  at  rates  from  double  to  five  times 
cash  rates.  Due  Bills  and  Cards  payable  in  nd- 
rertlsing  will  be  honored  only  at  legular  rates 
In  force  at  the  date  of  Issuance  of  said  bill  or 
card. 

Remittances  should  be  made  by  Draft,  Ex- 
press or  Postoffice  Money  Order,  Registered 
Letter  or  Postal  Note.  Unused  U.  S.  Postage 
Stamps  of  any  denomination  will  be  accepted 
for  sums  under  one  dollar.  Make  Money  Or- 
ders and  Drafts  payable  and  address  all  sub- 
scriptions   and    communications    to 

URNEST    H.    SHORT,     Editor    and    Manager, 
Chill.    Monroe    Co..    N.    Y. 


A  Decoration  Day  Trip. 


At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  May 
30tli  I  embarked  in  an  old  flat  boat 
for  a  trip  down  the  river  to  my  old 
collecting  and  ducking  grounds.  The 
boat  was  a  leaky  old  thing  but  there 
was  a  fairly  good  stage  of  water  and 


I    concluded    that    riding    would    beat 
walking. 

There  was  a  .very  heavy  fog  which 
did  not  lift  for  some  time.  The  trip 
was  only  fairly  begun  when  on  a  grav- 
el bar  that  loomed  up  ahead  sudden- 
ly out  of  the  fog  I  saw  a  peculiar 
looking  wader.  I  failed  to  recognize 
it,  so  lost  no  time  but  cut  loose  at 
once  and  landing  I  found  I  had  a  fine 
adult  Turnstone.  My  first,  and  no 
doubt,  last  record.  At  Erie  65  miles 
from  us  many  shore  birds  are  taken 
and  I  have  many  good  things  in  my 
collection  that  I  got  there  on  the 
"Peninsula"  but  I  never  met  the 
Turnstone  although  I  have  one  that 
was  taken  there  in  Sept.,  1904.  There 
are  but  few  fall  records  and  only  1 
spring  record.  So  this  one  specimen 
well  repaid  me  for  the  trip.  Farther 
down  I  saw  a  belated  fm.  Lesser 
Scaup.  By  the  time  I  arrived  at  my 
destination  the  fog  was  lifting  and 
the  sun  shining  brightly.  I  first  ex- 
plored an  island.  On  a  sand  bar  at 
the  foot  were  about  .50  soft  shelled 
turtles  of  all  sizes.  When  I  got  in 
sight  there  was  a  grand  rush  for  the 
water.  The  Rough-winged  swallows 
were  nesting.  An  Osprey  was  plung- 
ing for  fish,  but  didn't  seem  to  have 
any  success.  A  Bittern  arose  and  left 
in  a  hurry.  There  seemed  to  be  noth- 
ing that  I  wanted  so  I  landed  on  the 
mainland.  There  is  a  big  flat  at  this 
point  through  which  a  deep  sluggish 
boyou  flows;  the  timber  is  elm  and 
sycamcre  mostly  and  the  undergrowth 
is  large  thorn-bushes.  The  ground  is 
carpeted  with  a  dense  growth  of 
ferns,   nettles,    skunk    cabbage,    etc.    1 
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found  large  numbers  of  migrants, 
mostly  Warblers.  Mourning  Warb- 
lers were  almost  abundant.  2  or  3 
were  always  in  sight.  I  noticed  among 
others  several  late  Myrtles,  an  oc- 
casional Wilsons,  and  a  number  of 
Bay-breasted.  On  this  flat  I  saw  a 
number  of  small  flycatchers  mostly 
Leasts.  I  saw  7  or  8  Yellow-bellied 
and  took  3  fine  highly  plumaged  ones. 
Also  shot  a  nice  fm.  Tennessee  warb- 
ler. The  only  one  I  have  noticed  this 
spring.  I  watched  sharp  for  the  Cape 
May  as  often  one  can  be  picked  up  at 
this  place  but  I  did  not  see  any.  Along 
the  bayou  I  sneaked  up  within  30  feet 
of  an  old  Blue  heron  and  watched  him 
fishing  awhile. 

On  the  next  flat  which  is  much  high- 
er. The  timber  is  mixed  chestnut, 
beech,  pine,  hemlock,  etc.  At  one 
place  is  a  heavy  hemlock  swamp. 
Here  I  found  numbers  of  Blackbur- 
nian  Magnolia  and  Black-th  green 
warblers.  1  looked  awhile  for  nests 
but  was  too  early.  (I  got  among 
them  later  on)  and  all  of  interest  I 
saw  among  the  thick  hemlock  was  a 
huge  old  Porcupine  and  a  Barred 
Owl.  On  this  flat  I  saw  plenty  of 
Thrushes  (mostly  Olive-backed.)  Al- 
so several  pairs  of  Red-sh.  Hawks  and 
during  the  morning  I  found  2  nests  of 
young  nearly  large  enough  to  fly.  A 
Pileated  woodpecker  got  quite  noisy 
but- kept  well  away.  They,  no  doubt, 
nest  somewhere  in  the  mountains 
back  of  the  flats  as  there  is  miles  of 
wild  uninhabitated  land.  I  saw  a 
great  many  red  and  several  black 
squirrels  also  several  young  wood- 
chucks  prowling  about.  Black-th. 
blue  warblers  were  plentiful  in  the 
more  open  timber  also  a  few  Hoodeds. 
Solitary  Vireos  were  unusually  plen- 
ty. Altogether  I  saw  23  sjieeies  of 
warblers  and  82  species  of  birds.  The 
migrants  were  later  this  s])ring  than 
ever  before.  I  saw  Myrtle,  Bay-breast- 
ed and  Wilsons  as  late  as  .Tune  6th. 

R.  B.  Simpson. 
Warren  Co.,  Pa. 


RECESS-TIME. 


"Sometimes,"  the  old  physician 
growled,  looking  after  a  departing 
patient,  "sometimes  1  think  I'm  be- 
ginning at  the  wrong  end — that  I'd 
better  give  up  doctoring  minds  and 
bodies,'  and  doctor  school  programs. 
Do  you  know  what  I'd  do  first  of  all? 
Insist  upon  every  boy's  having  a  hob- 
by— root  round  till  I'd  found  some- 
thing he  had  an  afflnity  for,  and  set 
him  at  it.  You  saw  that  man?  Over- 
worked lawyer — brain-fag.  Prescrib- 
ed six  months"  vacation.  Do  you 
know  what  will  happen?  He'll  go  off 
somewhere  and  mope  round,  bored 
to  death  for  a  week  or  two,  and  then 
go  back  to  his  office,  and  death — or 
worse;  and  it  all  might  have  been 
saved  if  he'd  fever  had  time  to  acquire 
a  hobby." 

The  case  was  unfortunately  not  at 
all  an  uncommon  one,  yet  the  remedy 
would  have  been  easy — if  only  it  had 
been  taken  in  time.  In  this  age  of 
brain  and  eye-strain  a  sensible  hobby 
is  one  of  the  best  investments  a  young 
man  can  make.  Women  are  more  for- 
tunate in  this  respect,  since  there  are 
scores  of  prettly  hand  occupations 
which  they  "take  to"  naturally;  but 
the  tendency  of  the  average  business 
man  is  to  grow  more  and  more  ab- 
sorbed in  his  business  as  the  years 
pass,  until,  when  the  clock  strikes 
for  recess,  he  has  forgotten  how  to 
go  out  and  play. 

Suppose,  upon  the  contrary,  he  had 
made  a  hobby  of  geology,  botany  or 
entomology, — 'had  joined  a  mountain- 
climbing  club  or  invested  in  a  camera 
— he  would  have  had  exhaustless  in- 
terest with  which  to  fill  his  enforced 
idleness — if  indeed  the  vacation  had 
been  necessary  at  all. 

A  hobby,  the  dictionary  declares, 
is  any  favorite  plan  or  object  which 
a  person  pursues  with  zeal  and  de- 
light.    Rightly   used,   it  often   proves 
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to  be  not  only  the  means  of  genuine 
pleasure,  but  health  to  mind  and 
body,  and  an  open  door  to  the  spirit. 
— Youth's  Companion. 


Extracts   from    My    Note    Book. 


April  13,  1907,  Saw  a  partially  al- 
bino Robin.  It  was  a  male  in  full 
plumage  but  had  white  primaries  in 
each  wing. 

July  14,  1907,  Saw  a  partially  al- 
bino Robin.  The  neck  and  breast 
were  flecked  with  white,  the  primaries 
were  pure  white,  the  secondaries 
were  edged  with  white  and  the  back 
was  streaked  with  white.  In  the  tail 
next  to  the  outer  feathers  were  two 
white  ones. 

April.  1,  1907.  Watched  a  Wood 
Pewee  bathing  for  about  5  minutes. 
It  would  light  on  a  weed  stalk  a  few 
feet  from  the  water's  edge,  fly  to  the 
water,  hover  over  it  just  touching  its 
breast  to  the  surface  and  then  fly 
back  to  its  perch,  preen  its  feathers 
and  repeat  this  performance  4  or  5 
times. 

Apr.  20,  1907.  Saw  a  Flicker  woo- 
ing his  mate.  Such  bowing  and  scrap- 
ing, such  a  display  of  plumage  and 
such  notes  I  had  never  heard  of  be- 
fore. 

Apr.  21.  Saw  a  couple  of  Turkey 
Buzzards  flying  low  over  the  woods 
at  Rossford.  4  or  .5  Crows  were  fly- 
ing about  them  and  finally  one  of  the 
Crows  attacked  one  of  the  Buzzards 
always  keeping  above  it  and  then 
dropping  down  on  its  back.  The  Buz- 
zard tried  to  dodge  but  was  unsuc- 
cessful and  finally  got  away  by  ris- 
ing so  high  that  the  Crows  either  dar- 
ed not  or  could  not  follow. 

Mar.  22.  Observed  a  Blue  Jay  tear- 
ing open  cocoons  and  eating  the  con- 
tents. 

Apr.  21.  Nest  of  a  Bluebird  in  a 
deserted    Woodpecker's    hole    20    feet 


from  the  ground.  Saw  an  English 
Sparrow  go  into  the  nest,  come  out, 
wipe  his  bill  on  a  branch  and  then  re- 
turn to  the  nest.  All  the  while  the 
pair  of  Bluebirds  were  hovering  about 
uttering  cries  of  distress,  but  not  dar- 
ing to  attack  the  intruder. 

April  1,  1907.  Saw  two  Passenger 
Pigeons.  No  specimens  taken  but 
identified  by  the  glass. 

May  22,  1907.  Saw  a  Cory  Least 
liittern  which  was  taken  by  Mr.  Wnu 
P.  Holton  May  25. 

A.  C.  Reed. 
Toledo,  O. 


The  Quail  Trap,  June  7.— Northern 
birds  "en  tour"  in  southern  Connecti- 
cut returned  at  the  usual  time  to 
their  summer  homes,  in  spite  of  the 
long  lingering  winter  weather.  Pine 
grosbeaks  in  changing  plumage  went 
first,  followed  by  tree  sparrows,  who 
outnumbered  all  the  other  winter  vis- 
iters. Snow  birds  were  the  last  to 
go,  many  thousand  juncos  from  points 
further  south  going  through  here  as 
late  as  April  21.  Bluejays  were  never 
so  common  before  in  the  cold  months 
and  not  a  family  in  the  neighborhood 
but  had  a  dozen  or  more  showy  jays 
at  the  daily  backdoor  "handout." 

The  covey  of  seven  quail  on  our 
farm  were  seen  by  several  people  in 
February  and  March.  We  saw  their 
tracks  in  the  late  snows  many  times, 
and  June  1  the  males  began  calling 
near  the  bungalow.  A  bunch  of  9 
quail  wintered  at  Fairview  reservoir, 
and  Mr.  Al.  Lillibridge  heard  these 
bobwhites  whistle  for  the  first  time 
on  the  first  day  of  June.  Mr.  L.  E. 
Rawson  saw  four  females  at  once  in 
our  woods  last  week,  headed  by  old 
Red  Ruff  himself,  puffed  up  in  angry 
expostulation.  In  the  spring  Red 
Ruff  often  disdains  fight  at  a  mere 
human,  and  on  this  interruption  with 
his    monstrous      black     collar     stiffly 


136 


THE  OOLOGIST. 


erect,  he  stalked  away  after  his  fly- 
ing harem  as  independent  and  fear- 
less as  a  barnyard  chanticleer.  We 
have  seen  pheasants  again  in  Thomp- 
son's woods.  Woodcock  returned  Mar. 
1  in  fewer  numbers  than  usual,  and 
Wilson's  snipe  tarry  but  a  day  or 
two  in  our  meadows. 

All  the  black-coated  gentry — grack- 
les,  cowbirds  and  redwings — with 
phoebes,  robins,  sparrows  and  blue- 
birds were  here  March  15;  but  it  was 
a  long  and  lonesome  month  and  a 
half  before  the  regular  summer  resi- 
dents appeared.  During  the  fierce 
snowstorm  of  April  15  I  was  afield 
looking  up  these  early  arrivals  shel- 
tered in  queer  nooks  and  corners. 
Thrashers  and  barn  swallows  did  not 
come  till  May-day.  For  many  years 
orioles  have  come  back  May  6  and  7 
— never  later  than  the  8th;  but  on 
this  backward  season  orioles,  bobo- 
links, tanagers,  grosbeaks  and  repub- 
lican (Cliff)  swallows  were  ten  days 
late,  in  both  counties.  Hummers  and 
W'hip-p'orwilus  alone  were  on  time.  As 
usual  cuckoois  and  nighthawks  were 
the  last  to  arrive.  The  stake-drivers 
and  marsh-hawks  have  not  put  in  an 
appearance  in  the  meadow  this  year. 
The  unerring  barndoor  record  from 
Selectman  Lillibridge  has  not  yet 
come  to  hand  for  comparisons  with 
"Quaal   Trap   dates." 

Mr.  Lillibridge  picked  up  two  tana- 
gers killed  by  the  extreme  ccld,  and  I 
found  and  restored  a  chilled  tanager 
in  the  odd  yearling  half-dress.  A  sec- 
ond visit  to  an  incomplete  clutch  of 
ruffed  grouse  showed  that  it  had  been 
raided  by  foxes  who  had  a  burrow 
near  the  nest.  The  robin  that  has 
bred  for  three  years  in  the  punky  hol- 
low of  our  eld  ash  tree  had  three  eggs 
April  20,  but  the  next  morning  a  fe- 
male sharp-shin  took  off  her  head; 
but  the  accipiter  got  entangled  in  wire 
fencing  and  was  in   turn  decapitated. 


A  partridge  with  tiny  chicks  came 
charging  at  my  feet  with  dragging 
wings  and  drove  me  out  of  the  woods. 

Crows  took  the  eggs  from  the  Bog- 
gy Meadow  marsh  harrier  the  third 
week  in  May,  and  I  have  noted  crows 
egging  many  times  during  the  past 
two  weeks.  At  4  a.  m.,  before  farm- 
ers are  out  of  doors,  crows  rob  all  the 
robins'  nests  they  can  find  around  the 
nouses  and  orchards.  Under  semi- 
protection  there  are  still  eight  unhar- 
ried  robins'  nests  with  eggs  and 
young  on  the  Lillibridge  place,  but 
the  crows  have  left  but  three  nests 
untouched  at  our  cottage.  These 
thieving  corbies  on  June  5th  dug  out 
two  full  sets  of  bay-winged  bunting, 
vesper  sparrow;  which  I  had  been 
trying  to   protect   near  the  bungalow. 

There  were  a  dozen  Humming 
birds  on  a  cold  May  morning  with  the 
n  ercury  at  35  frolicking  and  mating 
on  a  patch  of  flowering  currant  in  a 
neighbor's  yard.  For  an  hour  I 
v.'atched  the  vivid  males  and  three 
females  woo,  fight  and  feed.  It  was 
an  unusual  sight  to  see  six  or  seven 
ruby  throats  at  one  time  perched 
among  the  yellow  bloom  and  when 
the  whole  bunch  were  a-wing  pur- 
suing each  other  in  anger  and  play 
it  was  a  maze  of  whirring  wings,  ex- 
panded tails  and  amatory  flashing  of 
gilded  backs  and  blazing  gorgets.  In 
the  decrease  of  useful  birds  it  is  good 
to  note  the  general  increase  of  bobo- 
links. The  farmers'  name  of  "skunk 
blackbird,"  obtains  here;  but  not  so 
well  known  is  the  southern  darkey's 
sobriquet  of  "wild  mares" —  so  call- 
ed from  the  supposed  resemblance  in 
the  ncte  to  the  whinnying  of  a  horse. 

Mr.  Richards  has  taken  several  sets 
of  buteos  eggs  in  the  town  of  Nor- 
wich this  season,  and  with  great 
nerve  he  went  a  second  time  to  the 
tree  from  which  he  had  a  frightful 
fall   a"d   secured     the  set  of     barred 
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owls'  eggs.  As  late  as  June  6  I  climb- 
ed to  a  perfectly  fresh  set  of  red- 
shouldered  hawk  in  our  woods.  To 
further  emphasize  the  unusual  late- 
ness of  the  season  I  may  add  that  pur- 
ple cypripedium  had  not  opened  here 
June  5,  yellow  whippoorwills'  shoes 
were  not  budded,  and  white  haw- 
thorne  only  just  coming  into  bloom. 
But  the  painted  ladies  in  the  west 
meadow  were  boldly  flaunting  their 
freshly  applied  rouge. 

I  found  a  set  of  Bartram's  plover 
at  Lanman's  chair  when  a  small  lad. 
I  can  remember  surprising  a  gang  of 
little  boys  blowing  with  pins  a  set  of 
fourteen  sora  rails'  eggs  which  they 
had  taken  from  the  summer  reeds  of 
Rockwell's  skating  pond,  while  look- 
ing for  redwings'  nests.  Good  climb- 
ing boys  used  to  shin  up  the  tall  ev- 
ergreens on  the  Slater  property  and 
bring  down  hats  full  of  grackles' 
«ggs,  excusing  the  theft  on  the  round 
that  "crow  blackbirds  sucked  robins' 
eggs!" 

In  some  old  collection  in  town  are 
•still  shown  faded  end-blown  eggs  of 
crested  flycatcher,  nuthatch,  wood  pe- 
wee  and  titmouse  from  the  Acaademy 
lot,  oven  bird  from  General  Ely's 
place,  whippoorwill  from  Senator 
Foster's  orchard,  oriole  from  Bliss 
place,  quail,  grouse,  woodcock  and 
mourning  dove  from  the  present  golf 
links,  ohats,  Maryland  yellowthroats 
larks,  bobolinks,  prairie  and  chest- 
nut-sided warbler,  and  white-eyed 
vireos  from  the  Cobb  lot,  with  ruby- 
throats,  rose-breasts,  cuckoos,  red- 
starts, warbling  and  yellow-throated 
greenlets  from  Backus  hospital  and 
adjoining  estates. 

Every  boy  was  a  self  styled  oolo- 
gist  in  those  olden  days — "ool.  ornith- 
oletcoll" — but  in  these  days  of  school 
bird-talks  and  Arbor  day  bird  walks, 
egg-collectors  are  few  and  far  be- 
tween.    Let  no  timber  be  cut,  and  all 


brush  be  allowed  to  grow,  and  with 
proper  protection  in  our  new  park, 
Rockwell's  woods  will  continue  to  be 
as  of  old  the  special  haunts  and  fav- 
orite breeding  grounds  for  the  big 
raptores  and  every  kind  of  song  and 
insectivorous  bird  found  in  southern 
New  England. 

C.  L.  Rawson. 
Norwich,  Conn.  "Bulletin." 


Something  to  Think  About. 


Friend  Short:  — 

Having  read  Mr.  Peabody's  letter 
re.  Gt  Blue  Heron  I  immediately 
got  busy  and  measured  my  series.  I 
have  six  sets,  i/4  Maine;  2-4,  1-.5,  Cal- 
ifornia; and  1/4,  1-5  Colorado.  26  eggs 
in  all,  and  all  "northern"  taken.  Care- 
ful measurement  gives  the  following 
figures: 

Longest  eggs:  2.67x1.69,  Mainei/4; 
2.66x1.76,  14   Calif. 

Shortest  eggs:  2.37x1.84,  2.40x1.77, 
1/4  Colorado. 

Broadest  eggs:  1.85x2.55,  %  Calif.; 
1.85x2.48,   14   Colo. 

Narrowest  eggs:  1.64x2.60,  1.69x 
2.67,  1/4  Maine. 

Longest  average  sets:  2.60  Maine. 
Shortest  average  set:  2.41,  Calif. 
Broadest  average  set:  1.82,  Colorado. 
Narrowest  average  set,  1.70,  Maine. 
Average  of  six  sets,  2.50x1.78. 

The  average  length  of  the  six  sets 
approaches  the  figures  of  Mr.  Oliver 
Davie,  who  says  "average  size  2.50x 
1.50,"  but  I've  never  seen  an  egg  of 
Ardea  herodlas  as  narrow  as  1.50  in- 
ches. 

In  all  that  has  appeared  so  far 
there  has  been  no  atempt  at  explana- 
tion of  the  difference  in  size  between 
Northern  and  Southern  birds  and 
eggs,  and  the  writer  would  like  to  air 
some  of  his  ideas  on  the  subject. 

In  the  cases  of  the  Bald  Eagle,  Red- 
wing   Blackbird    and    Crows,    we    find 
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that  the  Northern  birds  are  much 
larger,  lay  larger  eggs,  and  the  ests 
contain  more  eggs.  This  is  especially 
true  of  the  Redwings  which  lay  four 
eggs  almost  invariably  in  the  north 
and  occasionally  five.  In  the  extreme 
south  the  Redwing  is  content  to  lay 
two  or  three  eggs  which  are  smaller. 
Now  for  the  Great  Blue  Heron: 

Northern  sets  of  Ardea  herodias 
have  more  and  smaller  eggs,  south- 
ern sets  fewer  and  larger  eggs,  but 
the  southern  birds  can  be  accused  of 
laying  two  sets  a  year,  while  the  best 
the  northern  birds  can  do  is  to  raise 
one  brood  a  year.  The  birds  mention- 
ed in  the  preceding  paragraph  are 
nearctic  in  their  affinities,  and  there- 
fore flourish  best  in  a  northern  cli- 
mate, where  their  environments  are 
better  adapted  to  them.  But  the 
herons  are  neotropical  and  as  soon  as 
they  go  north  they  deteriorate.  How- 
ever in  order  to  maintain  themselves 
in  a  less  favorable  environment,  they 
must  lay  more  eggs,  which  are  small- 
er and  are  liable  on  that  account  to 
produce  less  hardy  young. 

The  southern  heron  lays  fewer  and 
larger  eggs,  producing  hardier  young 
which  have  a  greater  chance  of  exist- 
ing. The  southern  Redwings  produce 
fewer  young  in  a  less  favorable  en- 
vironment, but  are  able  to  reproduce 
more  than  once,  which  explains  the 
small  southern  sets  of  the  Redwing. 
In  the  north  one  slightly  larger  brood 
is  as  advantageous  as  two  smaller 
broods  in  the  south,  for  a  nearctic 
bird,  while  a  neotropical  bird  must 
produce  one  larger  brood  in  the  north 
because  environment  is  net  so  favor- 
able and  time  for  reproduction  is 
much   more  limited. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Chas.  S.  Thompson. 

Possibly  true.  It's  worthy  of  in- 
vestigation anyway.  A  hasty  exam- 
ination  of  my  large  series  of  Crows' 


Eggs  confirms  Mr.  Thompson's  state- 
ments regarding  them.  Evidently 
the  decrease  in  size  of  birds  militates 
against  the  smaller  size  of  sets  and 
prevents  increase  in  size  of  eggs  in 
the  small  Southern  sets  of  Crow. — 
[Ed.] 


'On    the    Haunts    of    the    Swainson's 
Warbler." 


M.  T.  Cleckley,  M.  D., 

Augusta,  Ga.,  1907,  35c. 

Pressure  of  other  matters  has  de- 
layed a  review  of  this  interesting 
pamplet  some  weeks.  In  a  neatly 
printed  pamphlet  of  9  pages  and  cov- 
ers Dr.  Cleckley  reviews  his  experi- 
ences with  this  bird  since  he  first  dis- 
covered it  as  a  local  breeder  on  May 
30,  1903,  describing  the  habits.  Song 
and  Food  and  noting  the  acqquisition 
during  five  seasons  of  about  twenty 
sets  aggregating  73  eggs.  There  are 
three  plates  of  nests  and  eggs  in 
situ  and  one  plate  of  eggs.  The  sec- 
ond plate  is  very  good  as  to  detail.  He 
did  not  succeed  in  photographing: 
Madame  Swainsoni  at  home. 

The  nature  of  their  habitat  Avould 
make  this  difficult  of  course.  Evi- 
c^ently  this  bird  must  be  more  plenti- 
ful in  the  almost  impenetrable 
swami^s  of  this  region  than  recorded. 

He   does   not  record   any  sets  over 

3   eggs.     Apparently  3   is   normal   for 

Swainsoni  as   probably  for  bachmani. 

Ernest  H.  Short. 

Edithor   Oologist:  — 

While  sets  of  five  eggs  of  the  Amer- 
ican Robin  are  being  recorded  I  take 
the  liberty  of  adding  my  experience. 
I  have  a  record  of  every  robin's  nest 
fouijci  by  me  during  the  la'^t  twey Ly- 
on e  years  and  no  nest  of  y.u'n;?  held 
more  tLan  four  and  but  one  net-.t  cf 
eggs  contained  five.  This  was  secur- 
ed May  30,  1899,  and  is  in  my  col- 
lection. The  eggs  are  a  trifle  less 
than  the  average  size  and  of  the  long 
narrow  type  but  being  uniform  in  size 
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shape  and  color  shade,  they  were  all 
undoubtedly  laid  by  the  same  bird. 
How  about  large  sets  of  other  mem 
bers  o  fthe  family?  I  never  person- 
ally found  more  thon  four  eggs  in 
nests  of  the  Wilson's  and  Wood 
Thrush  but  have  examined,  in  the 
field,  one  set  each  of  five;  the  former 
discovered  by  my  brother,  Walter  C. 
Wood,  May  31,  1896  and  the  latter  by 
Mr.  Breadshaw  Swales,  May  30,  1900. 
The  above  mentioned  three  sets  of 
five  are  the  only  local  records. 

J.  Claire  Wood. 
Detroit,  Mich. 


Another    Large    Set    of    the    American 
Robin    (iVierula    migratoria,    L. 


During  the  past  few  months,  sever- 
al very  interesting  articles  have  ap- 
peared in  the  "Oologist"  in  regard  to 
unusually  large  sets  of  the  American 
Robin. 

On  May  5th,  1907,  we  found  a  set  of 
robin's  eggs  which  were  very  inter- 
esting not  only  on  account  of  their 
unusual  number  but  because  of  their 
exceptionally  large  size. 

The  next  nest  was  situated  in  a 
shed,  placed  on  a  beam  aboiit  18  feet 
up.  The  nest  was  of  ordinary  size 
and  composition  but  the  eggs,  five  in 
number  struck  us  at  once  as  being 
unusually  large;  these  offer  the  fol- 
lowing dimensons:  (1)  1.22x.82  in.; 
(2)  1.23X.81  in.;  (3)  1.17x.78  in.;  (4) 
1.21X.82  in.;   (5)  1.22x.81  in. 

It  may  be  possible  that  our  robin's 
lay  unusually  small  eggs  and  that  the 
above  measurements  are  very  ordin- 
ary, but  out  of  a  great  number  of  sets 
of  this  bird  which  we  have  examined, 
this  particular  set  averages  the  larg- 
est in  both  length  and  breadth. 

We  have  but  one  other  record  of 
the  robin  laying  more  than  four  eggs; 
a  nest  containing  five  young  birds  was 


found  by  Mr.     Alan     Wright     during 
June,  1904. 

Chas.  P.  Alexander. 

Harry  W.  Clute. 

We  are  in  recept  of  a  reprint  from 
July  "Auk"  on  "Autumn  Warbler  Mi- 
gration" by  friend  J.  C.  Wood  of  De- 
troit, that  is  replete  in  interesting  ob- 
servations and  facts. 

It  reflects  great  credit  on  its  au- 
thor as  a  careful  and  presevering  in- 
vestigator and  we  hope  to  give  our 
readers  at  least  a  part  of  it  soon. 

Editor. 


Editor  Oologist:  — 

Several  months  ago  I  wrote  you  of 
aset  of  five  eggs  of  the  American 
Robin  taken  by  me  in  1906.  I  have 
had  the  good  fortune  to  collect  an- 
other set  of  five  this  year.  On  May 
22nd  while  riding  in  the  country  I 
noticed  a  robin's  nest  by  the  roadside, 
Zy2  feet  up,  in  a  crotch  of  a  small  wal- 
nut tree.  The  nest  was  composed  of 
the  usual  materials  and  contained 
five  fresh  eggs.  They  measure  1.09x 
.81,  1.0.5X.82,  1.03X.79.  l.OPox.SO,  l.lOx 
.82.  This  is  the  second  set  of  five 
eggs  of  this  species  that  I  have  ever 
seen.  I  also  wish  to  report  the  breed- 
ing in  this  localty  of  the  mocking- 
bird (Mimus  pclyglottcs.)  I  took  a 
set  of  four  eggs,  incuration  V2  from  a 
nest  in  a  hedge  fence  along  a  road  on 
May  21st  of  this  year.  This  set  was 
taken  about  5  miles  east  of  Circle- 
ville.  Another  nest  containing  four 
young  was  seen  about  8  miles  west 
of  here.  This  bird  after  raising  her 
first  brood,  built  again  and  reared  a 
brood  of  three.  L'ircleville,  which 
lies  in  about  the  centre  of  Ohio  is,  I 
think,  rather  far  north  for  these  birds 
to  breed.  I  took  a  set  of  three  of 
Black  Rail  this  year,  but  I  will  report 
this  find  in  a  later  letter. 

Respectfully  Yours, 

B.  R.  Bales, 
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Editor  "Oologist." 

Dear  Sir: — Let  me  tell  you  my  ex- 
perience with  the  Black  and  White 
Warbler  foi'  the  first  time  in  my  life. 

On  the  30th  day  of  June,  1907,  wjiile 
my  little  ^rl,  Hazel  Eldridge,  and  I, 
were  climbing  the  ledge  to  go  straw- 
berrying,  we  discovered  a  little  nest 
with  4  well  incubated  eggs  and  one 
veiT  freshly  laid  egg  about  one-half 
the  size  of  the  others,  but  of  the  same 
type.  The  nest  was  placed  in  a  damp 
crevice  at  the  bottom  of  a  ledge  4  feet 
high,  but  half  way  up  the  larger  ledge. 
We  did  not  touch  the  nest  or  eggs  un- 
til cur  return  from  the  strawberry 
field.  When  we  returned  we  saw  the 
Black  and  White  Warbler  sitting  on 
her  nest.  Had  I  only  a  camera  to  take 
a  photograph  of  it  I  would  have  given 
a  great  deal.  The  nest  was  hy  no 
means  a  hard  one  to  find,  but  the  eggs 
cost  me  three  hours  of  my  sleep,  hav- 
ing finished  blowing  them  at  1:15 
o'clock  in  the  morning.  Took  a  set  of 
5  nice  eggs  and  the  best  made  nest  I 
ever  saw  of  the  Black-billed  Cuckoo, 
one  ihour  later.  Both  sets  went  in  my 
?abinet. 

EDWARD  S.  COOMBS. 

Comment. — ^This  was  unusually  late 
for  this  bird  to  be  incubating.  I  have 
seen  them  feeding  young  on  June  12th. 
These  adventitious  eggs,  often  of 
smaller  size  and  usually  infertile  are 
quite  often  found  near  the  nest  of  in- 
cubating birds. — ED. 


Mr.  E.  H.  Short, 

Chili,   N.   Y., 
Dear   Sir: 

In  The  March  Ooologist  Mr.  Wm. 
S.  Pitcairn  says  "In  my  locality  there 
was  a  marked  increase  in  numbers 
of  the  Baltimore  Oriole  (icterus  gal- 
bula.)"  This  is  just  the  opposite  in 
locality.  They  have  been  growing 
fewer  each  year;  and  last  year  I  only 
saw  4  all  summer,  on  the  other  hand 
the     Blue    Jay     (byanacitta     cristata) 


were  more  numerous  in  1906;  one 
pair  breeding  in  a  cherry  tree  in  the 
garden,  they  are  also  more  numerous 
this  spring.  Some  of  the  migrants 
such  as  pine  warbler  (D  endroica 
vigorsii)  and  pine  siskin  (spnius  piu- 
us)  were  very  numerous,  appearing 
in  flocks  of  from  5  to  50  about  the 
porch  eating  berries  on  the  honey- 
suckle vine.  On  February  11  I  also 
saw  a  flock  of  6  red  polls  (acanthus 
linoria)  in  a  pine  tree  eating  the  lit- 
tle buds  from  the  twigs. 
Very  truly, 
P.  G.  Howes,  Stamford,  Conn. 


Toledo,   Apr.   2,   1907. 
Mr.  Ernest  H.  Short, 

Dear  Sir:  — 

I  wish  to  bring  to  your  notice  the 
observation  of  the  Passenger  Pigeon 
here  on  Apr.  1,  1907.  I  watched  the 
two  Passenger  Pigeons  for  over  half 
an  hour.  I  was  hidden  behand  some 
bushes  not  over  100  feet  away  and 
saw  them  clearly  through  my  field 
glass.  They  were  larger  than  mourn- 
ing doves  and  longer  tails,  darker 
heads  and  rusty-brown  breasts.  I  al- 
so saw  several  Mourning  Doves  while 
watching  them  and  thus  they  afford- 
ed good  objects  for  comparison,  and 
hence  I  think  that  I  could  not  have 
been  mistaken. 

Yours  respectfully, 

A.  C.  Read. 


HAND  BLOWERS. 


We  have  had  descriptions  and  sam- 
ples of  3  hand  blowers  submitted 
within  60  days.  All  differing  in  minor 
particulars  but  based  on  the  old  prin- 
ciple of  air  bulb  and  pipe  and  none  as 
good  as  the  old  Reed  Hand  Blower 
which  was  not  perfect. 

Perhaps  a  universal  automatic  blow- 
er vailable  and  perfect  under  all  the 
contingencies  of  fleld  work  is  unatain- 
able  at  a  reasonable  price.     [Ed.] 
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Prices   for   Back  Numbers   of  the 
YOUNG    OOLOJiST   AND    THE    OOLOGIST 

will,  during  190i!,  remain  as  below: 

After  which  the  prices  of  many  num- 
bers will  be  advanced  and  possibly  not 
obtainable  at  any  price.  Should  you 
desire  back  numbers  to  complete  your 
file,  NOW  is  the  time  to  purchase.  You 
can  never  obtain  them  for  less  money 
and  possibly  not  at  any  price,  as  our 
stock  ranges  from  only  1  to  25  copies 
of  an  issue. 

Prices  (or  1906  Are  as  Follo-ws: 

Complete  file,  $12.00. 

No.    32    is   75   cents. 

Nos.  1,  14,  18,  21.  23-24,  31,  34-35,  42, 
53,  86,  89,  111,  130,  132,  137,  139,  140, 
153,  158,  are  50  cents  each. 

Nos.  9,  66-67,  76,  77,  78,  79,  88,  90,  100, 
113,  138,  146,  are  25  cents  each. 

Nos.  11,  13,  14,  15,  16,  54,  55,  56,  75, 
87,  123,  127,  128,  129,  144,  149,  are  15 

CGTltS    GtlCh 

Nos.  19,  20,  22.  27,  28,  38,  39,  40,  45, 
50,  60,  61,  63,  64.  65.  70.  74.  80,  93,  114. 
115.  126,  133,  135,  are  10  cents  each. 
iiF"All  other  numbers  5c.  per  copy. 
For  $10  will  send  prepaid  a  copy  of 
every  issue  ever  published.  No.  1  to 
225.  This  offer  includes  your  subscrip- 
tion   through    1906. 

My  prices  for  back  numbers  of  the 
YOUNG  OOLOGIST  and  OOLOGIST  in 
volumes,  are  as  follows: 

Vol.   I,   1884-5,  Nos.   1   to   12 $  .90 

Vol.   II,   1885,   Nos.    13   to   14 50 

Vol.    Ill,    1886,    Nos.    15    to    20 90 

Vol.    IV,    1887,   Nos.    21    to    25-26 1.00 

Vol.    V,    1888,    Nos.    27    to    38 1.50 

Vol.  VI,  1889,  Nos.  39  to  50 75 

Vol.  VII,   1890,  Nos.   51   to  62 75 

Vol.  VIII,   1891,  Nos.   63  to  74 75 

Vol.  IX,  1892,  Nos.  75  to  86 90 

Vol.    X,    1893,    Nos.    87    to    98 1.00 

Vol.   XI,   1894,   Nos.    99   to    110 50 

Vol.   XII,   1895,   Nos.    Ill    to   122 1.00 

Vol.  XIII,  1896,  Nos.   123  to  127 50 

Vol  XIV,   1897,   Nos.   128   to   139 1.50 

Vol.   XV,    1898,   Nos.    140   to    149 60 

Vol.  XVI,   1899.  Nos.   150  to   161 75 

Vol.  XVII,  1900,  Nos.  162  to  171 50 

Vol.   XVIII,   1901,   Nos.    172   to   183..      .50 

Vol.  XIX,   1902,  Nos.   184  to   195 50 

Vol.  XX,   1903,  Nos.   196  to  197 10 

'Vol.    XXI,    1904,   No.    198    to    209 50 

Vol.  XXII,  1905,  Nos.  210  to  221 50 

For  $5  I  will  send  prepaid  a  copy  of 
every  issue  published.  Nos.  1  to  209. 
inclusive,  except  the  twenty-nine,  (29), 
25c    and    50c    copies. 

For  $2.00  I  will  send  prepaid  every 
copy  published,  Nos.  1  to  209,  inclusive, 
except  the  sixty  copies  priced  above  at 
10c   or   over. 

—  BOUND  VOLUMES  — 
Can  be  furnished,   strongly  bound  In  cloth  and 
boards,    as    follows: 
Vol.  I   and  II   YOUNG  OOLOGIST  bound  In 

one   volume $1.00 

Vol.  IX.  The  OOLOGIST  for  '92,  298  pages 
of  valuable  and  instructive  Oological 
and    Ornithological    matter    with    many 

full    page    illustrations $1.00 

Or,  if  you  order  the  two  volumes  at  one  time, 
we  will  send  them  by  return  mail  for  only 
$1.75.  Every  student  of  birds,  their  nests  and 
eggs,  should  have  these  two  volumes  in  their 
library.  The  valuable  information  they  contain, 
is  worth  many  times  the  price. 
Address     plainly, 

EBNEST  H.   SHOET, 
Manaser   of   Oolorist, 

CHILI,    N.    Y. 


Learn  Taxidermy. 


Naturalists,  Oologists 
and  Sportsmen  should 
all  know  how  to  correct- 
ly mount  all  kinds  of 
birds  and  animals.  WE 
TEACH  TAXIDERMY 
BY  MAIL.  Complete 
course  In  15  lessons.  This 
is  one  of  the  most  de- 
lightful and  fascinating  of  arts.  Easily 
learned.  STANDARD  METHODS.  En- 
dorsed by  all  leading  taxidermists.  Many 
of  the  best  known  naturalists  of  the  country 
are  numbered  among  our  students.  If  you 
want  to  learn  TAXIDERMY,  we  desire  to 
submit  ourproposition  in  full.  Send  TODAY 
for  our  new  illustrated  CATALOG  and  sam- 
ple copy  of  The  TAXIDERMY  MAGAZINE. 
BOTH  FREE.  THE  N.  W.  SCHOOL  OF 
TAXIDERMY.  76  Farnam  St..  Omaha.  Neb. 


STEVENS 


WHEN  YOU  SHOOT 

'  You  want  to  HIT  what  you  are  aiming  at 
— be  it  bird,  beast  or  target.  Make  your 
shots  count  by  shooting  the  STEVENS. 
For  41  years  STEVENS  ARMS  have 
carried  off  PREMIER  HONORS  for  AC- 
CURACY.    Our  line: 

Rifles,  Shotguns,  Pistols 


Ask  your  Dealer — in- 
sist on  the  Stevens. 
If  you  cannot  obtain, 
we  ship  direct,  ex- 
press prepaid,  upon 
receiptofcatalosfDrice 


Send  4  CIS,  in  stamps 
for  ijo-paje  Catalog 
of  complete  ouipat.  A 
valuable  book  of  refer- 
ence for  present  and 
prospecti'.e   shooters. 


Beautiful  three-color  Aluminum  Hanger  will 
be  forwarded  for  lo  cents  in  stamps. 

J.  Stevens  Arms  &  Tool  Co., 

p.  O.  Box  4096 
CHICOPEE  FALLS,  MASS.,  U.  S.  A. 


THIS  PAPER 


IS    PRINTED    at     the 
Book     and      Magazine 

ruro^AJ.  EDDY,  Albion,  N.Y. 
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52nd  Thousand  !       52nd  ! 
BIRD    GUIDE. 

BY  CHESTER  A.  REED,  S.  B. 

Author  of  North   American  Birds  Egg-s,  and  with  Frank  M.  Chapman  of  Color  Ke.\  ti  North  American    Birds 
Editor  of  the  American  Bird  Magazine. 

This  is  a  popular  pocket  guide  and  text  book  to  ALL  THE  LAND  BIRDS  EAST 
OF  THE  ROCKIES,  from  the  Parrots  to  the  Bluebirds.     It  is  prepared  especially  for 

teachers  and  students,  after  years  of  study  as  to  their 
needs.  It  has  the  following  points  of  superiority  over 
any  other  Bird  Book: 

COLORED  ILLUSTRATIONS.— Every  bird  is 
shown  in  natural  colors,  including  females  and  young 
when  they  differ. 

SCOPE.— ^1?/ the  land  birds  east  of  the  Rockies 
are  included.  It  gives  the  range  and  habit  of  each 
bird,  their  songs  as  nearly  as  they  can  be  written,  and 
description  of  their  nests  and  eggs. 

SMALL  SIZE. — It  can  easily  be  carried  in  the 
pocket,  measuring  but  3x5  inches.  200  pages,  bound 
in  flexible  sock  cloth  or  leather.  We  have  made  the 
price  of  the  book  as  low  as  possible  considering  the 
good  workmanship  and  material  that  is  used.  It  is  so 
low  that  anyone  can  afford  it,  but  no  one  can  afford  to 
be  without  it. 

IT  NAMES  THE  BIRDS  FOR  YOU 

Bound  in  flexible  sock  cloth,  postpaid 

50  CENTS 

Five  cloth  bound  copies  for  $2.00  postpaid 

Bound  In  flexible  leather,  75cts.     Five  copies  for  $3.00  postpaid. 

We  want  agents  in  every  city,  town  and  school.  Good  commissions. 
Send  for  prospectus  of  Bird  Books  and  sample  copy  of  the  AMERICAN 
BIRD  MAGAZINE. 


CHAS.  K.  REED. 


WORCESTER..  MASS. 
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The  Greatest  Offer  Ever  Made   By  a 
Publisher  in  the  History  of  the  World 

$1000    '^SiF    FREE 

Yes,  Absolutely  Free  with  every  Yearly  Subscription  to 

The    American  Farmer  * 

Of  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  for  one  year  and  the 

OOLOGIST 

for  21  months,  (Apr.    1 907,  to    Deo.    I908i.     Both    Papers    and    $1000    Accident 
Insurance  Policy  with  no  other  dues  or  assessments,  for  only 


$1  00 


The  American  Farmer  is  the  only 
Literary  Farm  Journal  published.  It 
fills  a  position  of  its  own  and  has  ta- 
ken the  leading  place  in  the  home  of 
rural  people  in  every  section  of  the 
United  States.  It  gives  the  farmer 
and  his  family  something  to  think 
about  aside  from  the  humdrum  of 
routine  duties.  Every  issue  contains 
an  original  poem  by  Solon  L.  Goode. 

The    publishers     of     the    American 


Farmer  have  gone  to  great  expense  to 
secure  these  Accident  Policies  for  its 
readers.  It  proposes  to  have  the  big- 
gest circulation  of  any  agricultural 
journal  in  the  world.  To  this  end 
we  make  this  marvelous  offer  of  a 
Free  Limited  Accident  Policy  for 
$1,00'0  to  every  new  subscriber  to  the 
American  Farmer  and  The  Oologist, 
who  will  pay  a  year  in  advance.  The 
Policy  pays  as  follows: 


For  Loss  of  Life   $1,00€.00 

For  Loss  of  Both  Eyes,  meaning  entire  and  permanent  loss  of  sight  of 

both   eyes 1,000.00 

For  Loss  of  Both  Hands,  by  actual  and  complete  severance  at  or  above 

the   wrist    l.OOO.O'O 

For  Loss  of  Both  Feet,  by  actual  and  complete  severance  at  or  above 

the    ankle    1,000.00 

For  Loss  of  One  Hand  and  One  Foot,  by  actual  and  complete  severance 

at  or  above  the  wrist  and  ankle 1,000.00 

For  Loss  of  One  Hand,  by  actual  and  complete  sevei*ance  at  or  above 

the  wrist   250.00 

For  Loss  of  One  Foot,  by  actual  and  complete  severance  at  or  a'bove 

the   ankle 250.00 

For  Loss  of  One  Eye,  meaning  entire  and  permanent  loss  of  the  sight 

of  one   eye    100.00 

If  you  will  subscribe  at  once  on  the  coupon  below,  we  will  give  you  a  year's 
subscription  to  both  papers,  in  addition  give  you  a  Free  Accident  Policy  for 
$1,000  fully  paid  for  one  year,  without  any  dues  or  assessments  of  any  kind 
The  policy  covers  a  wide  range  of  risks,  including  death  or  injury  on  railroad 
trains  a.nd  other  public  conveyances,  elevators,  trolley  cars,  etc.;  also  accidents 
on  the  high  road,  from  riding  or  driving,  automobiles,  horses,  burning  buildings, 
hold-up,  drowning,  bicycle  accidents,  etc.  $5.00  a  week  if  disabled  will  be  paid 
for  a  number  of  weeks  if  you  are  disabled  in  any  way  described  in  the  policy. 
You  can  have  the  paper  and  policy  sent  to  different  addresses  if  you  so  desire. 

IVIAIL  THIS  TODAY  ===^== 

To  The  Oologist,  Chili,  N.  Y.,  I  enclose  $1.00  for  which  send  me  the  American 
Farmer  one  year  and  The  Oologist  21  months,  and  the  Limited  Accident  Insur- 
ance Policy  for  $1,000.00. 

Name    P.    O 

State    Age    

The  Age  Limit  on  this  Policy  is  Between  16  and  65  Inclusive. 
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BIRDS  EGGS  IN  SETS. 

NOTICE.  Prices  are  per  set,  sent  postage  or  express  pa?(i.  Datas  will  be  sent.  No  orders 
filled  under  35  cents.  Parties  ordering  over  $2.50  worth  will  be  allowed  5  per  cent  off.  I  have 
other  eggs  not  listed.    Send  list  of  your  wants  for  prices. 


HolboeirsGrebe.3 $  60 

Horned  "     5 60 

Pied-billed     "     8 40 

Puffin,  1 15 

Ancient  Murrelet,  1 1  35 

Black  Guillemot,  2 50 

Pigeon  "         2 60 

Murre,  1 13 

Calif.  Mur re,  1 12 

Brunnich's  Murre,  1 30 

Razor-bill,  Auk,  1 15 

Skua.  2 1  00 

Glaucous  Gull,  2 70 


Herring  Gull  2 
Calif.  "     3 

King-bill    "     3 
Laughing  "     i  . 
Royal  Tern.  3... 
Common  Tern.  3. 
Least  "      3. 


20 
45 
30 
36 
40 
15 

20 

Noddy,  1 15 

Fulmar,  1 22 

Leach's  Petrel.  1 15 

Stormy       "       1 22 

Gannet,  1 15 

P'la.  Cormorant,  3 30 

Far.  "  4 50 

White  Pelican,  3 75 

Brown       "'        3 30 

.Man-o-War,  1 40 

Shoveller  Duck,  9 1  10 

Am.  Eider     "     3 45 

White-face  Glossy  Ibis,  4     50 

Least  Bittern,  5 35 

Gt.  Blue  Heron,  4 60 

La.  Heron,  4 20 

Little  Blue  Heron.  3 15 

Green  Heron,  4 22 

King  Rail,  9 63 

Sora  Rail,  8 40 

Fia.  Gallinule,  9 45 

Am.  Coot,  10 40 

Eu.       "     5 35 

Am.  Avocet,  4 70 

Am.  Woodcock,  3 4  50 

Dunlin,  3 50 

Willet,  4 70 

Bartram's  Sandpiper,  3. .      60 

Golden  Plover.  4- 70 

Killdeer     "      4 28 

Wilson's     "       3 45 

Bobwhite,  17 1  02 

Tex.  Bobwhite,  10 50 

Valley  Partridge,  8 40 

Calif.  Partridge,  11 66 

Sooty  Grouse,  8 2  80 

Ruffed       "      10 1  20 

Prairie  Hen,  7 1  05 

Black  ^'ulture,  2. 


70 

Marsh  Hawk,  5 75 

Cooper's  Hawk,  5 fiO 

Harris  Hawk,  4 70 

Red-tailed  Hawk,  3 70 

West.  Red-tailed  Hawk..     70 

Krider's  Hawk,  3 80 

Red-sh(juldered  Hawk,  3     50 

Red-bellied  Hawk,  3 1  50 

White-tail  Hawk,  3 1  05 

Swainson's  Hawk,  3 50 

Per.  Rough-leg  Hawk,  3..  2  10 

Merlin,  4 1  00 

Des.  Sparrowhawk,  4 48 

Am.  Barn  Owl,  5 75 


Am.  Long-eared  Owl,  5  . .  60 

Barred  Owl.  3 $1  50 

Tex.  Barred  Owl,  1 70 

Calif.  Screech  Owl,  4 .  55 

Gt.  Horned  Owl,  2 1  10 

San  Luis  Horned  Owl,  3..  2  50 

Burrowing  Owl,  8 56 

Black-bill  Cuckoo,  3.....  15 

Belted  Kingfisher,  5 45 

Calif.  WoodpecJker,  5 90 

Red-bellied  Woodp'k'r,  3  50 

Nighthawk,  2 40 

West.  Nighthawk,  2 30 

Chimney  Swift.  3 3  22 

Blk.  Chinned  Hura'r,  n-2  70 

Anna's  Hummer n-2  75 

Allen's         "       n-2 85 

Kingbird,  3 06 

Ark.  Kingbird,  3 12 

Phrebe,  5 lo 

Black  Phoebe,  4 16 

Wood  Pewee,  3 18 

West'  Wood  Pewee,  4- . . .  28 

Scissor-tail  Flycatcher,  5  20 

Derby-Flycatcher,  3 2  00 

Crested  Flycatt  her,  4 40 

Ash-thr'ted  Flyc'tch'r,  5.  75 

Western  Flycatcher,  3...  25 

Least  Flycatcher,  4 20 

Skylark,  3 20 

Prairie  Horned  Lark,  5. .  44 

Desert           "           "'      4..  40 

Streaked      "          "      2..  60 

Am.  Magpie,  7 42 

Yellow-bill  Magpie,  6 1  20 

Long-crest  .Jay.  3    .   1  50 

N^'oodhouse  Jay,  5 175 

Calif.  Jay.  5 42 

White-neck  Raven,  6 1  20 

Am.  Crow,  5 12 

Starling.  5- 25 

Bobolink,  6 54 

Red-eye  Cowbird,  1 15 

San  Diego  Redwing,  3 15 

Bicolored          "         4 16 

MeadowlarK,  5 25 

West'  .Meadowlark,  5....  20 

Hooded  Oriole,  5 75 

Ariz.  Hooded  Oriole,  3. . .  25 

Orchard  Oriole,  5 20 

Baltimore  Oriole,  4 16 

Bullock's  Oriole.  4 16 

Brewer's  Blackbird,  6....  12 

Purple  Grackle,  3 15 

Bronzed  Grackle,  5 10 

Boat-tail  Grackle.  3 12 

Gt.  tail  (irackle,  4 16 

House  Finch.  4 08 

Am.  Goldfinch,  5 25 

West's  Goldfinch,  3 12 

Ark.  Goldfinch.  3 12 

Savanna  Sparrow,  5 50 

(irasshnpper  Sparrow,  4  60 

Lark  Sparrow,  4 16 

West's  Lark  Sparrow,  5  .  10 

White-crown  Sparrow,  4.  80 

Chipping  Sparrow,  4 08 

West's  Ch'ping  Sp'row,  5  20 

Field  Sparrow,  4 08 

Gray-head  Junto,  4- 1  50 

Pink-sided  Jnnco,  3 1  50 

Bell's  Sparrow,  3 75 


Herman. s  Song  Sp'row.  4  816 
Rusty  Song  Sparrow,  3..$  20 
San  Diego  Song  Sp'rv)w,3     15 

Swamp  Sparrow,  n-4 35 

Red-eye  Towhee,  4 2i 

Spurred  '"    3 20 

Anthony's       "    4 20 

Abert's  "    4 80 

Green-tailed    "    4 100 

Cardinal,  4 08 

Tex.  Pyrrhuloxia,  4 70 

Rose-br'sted  Grosbeak-  4  16 
Bl'k-headed  Grosbeak,  3     15 

Indigo  Bunting.  4 20 

Painted  Bunting,  4 20 

Lark  Bunting,  5 45 

Scarlet  Tanager.  3 30 

Purple  Martin,  5 35 

Cliff  Swallow,  4. 08 

Barn  Swallow,  5 10 

Tree  Swallow,  6 36 

Violet-green  Swallow,  5  .     85 

Phainopepla,  2 25 

Log.  Shrike,  6 24 

White-rump  Shrike.  7  ...      28 

Calif.  Shrike.  5 20 

Cassin's  Vireo,  n-3 95 

White-eyed  Vireo,  n-4  ...  40 
Prothonotary  Warbler,  5      55 

Yellow  Warbler.  5 10 

Magnolia  Warbler,  4 80 

Chestnut-sided  W'rbl'r.S     22 

Prairie  Warbler.  3 -      45 

Hooded  Warbler.  3 50 

n-3.....      70 
Bl'kct  White  W'rbrr,3fm  1  00 

Oven  Bird,  5 45 

Md.  Yellow-throat,  3 25 

Pac.  '•  4 40 

Nor.  "  3 30 

Y.B.Chat,4 16 

L.T.      "      4. 20 

Am.  Redstart,  4 20 

Catbird,  4 05 

Brown  Thrasher,  4 08 

Sennett's  Thrasher,  4 22 

Curve-billed  Thrasher, 4.     20 

Calif.  Thrasher,  3 25 

Pasadena  Thrasher,  3 25 

Cactus  Wren,  5 42 

L,  B.  Marsh  Wren.  4 08 

Bewicks  Wren,  5 60 

Tex.  Bewicks  Wren,  6....      75 

Black-crest  Tit,  4 110 

Bridled  Tit,  3 2  00 

West.  Gnatcatcher,  3 40 

Oreg.  Chickadee,  7 85 

Plumbeous  Ch'kadee,  n-5  1  00 
1  65 
10 
16 
20 
06 
10 
25 
08 
25 


Pallid  Wren  Tit,  n-4  .. 

Wood  Thrush,  3 

Wilson's  Thrush,  4 

Russet-back  Thrush.  4. 
.•Vm.  Robin, 3 


West'  Robin,  4  .... 

Bluebird.  4 

West's  Bluebird.  5 


bong  Sparrow.  5 06 

List  of  other  sets  with  nests  for  stamp. 

ERNEST  H.  SHORT. 

Box  173 


Foreign  Sets. 

Mex.  Brown  Jay,  5 1  75 

Lesson's  Oriole,  5 1  25 

Crested  Penguin,  1 125 

Montezuma  Yellowtail,  1     75 


ROCHESTER.  N.  Y, 


The  Oologist 

A  MONTHLY  PUBLICATION  DEVOTED  TO 

OOLOGY,  ORNITHOLOGY  AND  TAXIDERMY. 


WANTS,  FOR  SALES  AND  EXCHANGES, 

Brief  Special  announcements  "  Wants,"  "  Elxchanges,"  "  For  Sales,"  inserted  in  this  de- 
partment for  25  cents  per  25  words.  Notices  over  25  words  charged  at  the  rate  of  1-2  cent  for 
each  additional  word.    No  notice  inserted  for  less  than  25  cents.    Terms,  cash  with  order. 

Strictly  first-class  specimens  will  be  accepted  in  payment  at  1-3  list  rates. 


Vol.  XXIV.    No.  10. 


ALBION,  N.  Y.,  OCT.,  1907. 


Whole  No.  243 


Take  Notice. 

Examine  the  number  following  your 
name  on  the  wrapper  of  this  month's 
Oologist.  It  denotes  when  your  sub- 
scription  expired  or  will  expire. 

Remember  we  must  be  notified  if 
you  wish  paper  discontinued  and  all 
arrearages  must  be  paid. 
209  your  subscription  expired  Dec,  1904 
242  vour  subscription  expires  with  this  issue 
245    •  "  '•  "  Dec,  1907 

257    "  "  "  "         Dec.  1908 

Intermediate  numbers  can  easily  be 
determined.  If  we  have  you  credited 
wrong   we  wish   to   rectify. 

Entered  as  second-class  matter  De- 
cembed  21,  1903,  at  the  post  office,  at 
Albion,  N.  T.,  under  the  Act  of  Con- 
gress of  March  3.  1879. 

LANTERN  SLIDES.-A  lot,  many  2nd 
grade  (a  little  dense  or  thin),  all  fair,  some 
very  good  for  best  cash  or  exchange  offer. 
B.  S.  BOWDISH,  Demarest,  N.  Y. 

TO  EiX  CHANGE.  -  Sets  187  M 
297a  1-8,  707  1-4,  487  1-6,  32  1-1,  64  1-1,  385  1-4. 
Also  shells  and  curios.  Wanted  first  class 
sets.  Address,  ERNEST  H.  SHORT,  Box 
173,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

WANT.— Eggs  in  sets  and  good  Indian 
relics.  I  offer  eggs,  shells  and  showy  mount- 
ed butterflies.  ERNEST  H.  SHORT,  Box  173, 
Rochester,  N.  Y. 

FOR  SALE.-200A1  eastern  skins.  Also 
first  class  Warbler  skins  to  exchange  for 
same.  WM.  WILKOSKI,  931  Denner  St.. 
Kalamazoo,  Mich. 


WILL  EXCHANGE  a  few  sets  of  American 
Woodcock,  my  own  take,  for  varieties  not  in 
my  collection.  I  desire  Bay-breasted  Warb- 
ler, Fox  Sparrow.  G.  A.  ABBOTT.  945  Mar- 
quette Bldg.,  Chicago,  111. 

FOR  SALE.-Collection  of  about  400  Cali- 
fornia bird  eggs.  Will  sell  as  a  whole  or  in 
part.  Very  cheap.  Cash  only  accepted. 
Write  for  particulars  stating  wishes  and 
complete  list  will  besent.  EDWIN  ROE.MER 
1067  O'Farrel  St.,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


WANTED-For  cash,  skins  of  Albino  birds 
or  mammals,  rare  nests,  eggs  and  skins 
Eskimo  Carlew  in  particular.  Nesting  sites 
of  all  birds  that  preed  in  holes  or  cavities  in 
trees.  Quote  anything  of  the  sort  you  may 
have  to  offer.  JOHN  LEWIS  CHILDS 
Floral  Park,  N.  Y. Dec,  t.  f. 

AUK  AND  NUTTALL'S  BULLETIN  com- 
plete for  $100.  Auk  1884-1905.  22  vols,  com- 
plete. All  except  last  are  finely  bound  in 
cloth.  Nuttal's  Bulletin  complete  in  8  vols, 
bound.    J.  L.  CHILDS,  Floral  Park,  N.  Y. 

FOR  EXCHANGE.-A  choice  list  of  sets 
including  No's.  9  1-2,  82.1 1-1, 145  1-8, 141 1-8  1-6, 
353  1-3,  3541-3,  370a  1-5,  3761-6,  4591-3,  536  1-4, 
534  1-5,  641 1-4,  639  1-5,  654a,  618  1-4  for  species 
not  in  my  collection.  THOS.  H.  JACKSON, 
304  N.  Franklin  St.,  W.  Chester.  Pa. 

OFFEIx— A  long  series  of  rare  and  beautiful 
butterflies  from  all  partsof  the  World,  either 
spread  or  in  papers  for  a  first  class  collection 
of  stamps.  Also  wanted  first  class  bird 
skins,  eggs  with  data.  LEVI  W.  MENGEL. 
Boys'  High  School,  Reading,  Pa. 

ENGLISH  CA VIES.— Black,  buff,  silver- 
grey,  red  and  white  and  red  Absynnians. 
Also  Brown  Leghorn  Cockerels  and  registered 
Shropshire  ram  lambs.  Will  exchange  for 
A.  No.  1  sets,  choice  Indian  relics,  bird  books 
or  cash.    FRANK  H.  LATTIN,  Albion,  N.Y, 

EXCHANGE.— First  class  sets  for  first 
class  sets  with  reliable  collectors.  Send  list 
and  receive  mine.  E.  A.  BUTLER,  .3305  Nth. 
17th  St..  Phila.,  Pa. ' 

MOUNTED  BIRDS. -Harlequin  Duck,  ad 
male,  $6.00:  Marbled  Murrelet,  $6.00.  Black- 
crowned  Night  Heron,  $3.00:  Amer.  Barn  Owl, 
$2.00;  Long-eared  Owl,  $L.50;  Ruffed  (irouse, 
$1.50;  Calif.  Partridge,  female,  $1.00:  Red  Fox, 
$8.00;  Gray  Fox,  $6.00;  Brown  Weasel,  $1.50, 
O.  S.  BRIGGS,  San  Jose,  111. 

WANTED.— For  cash  sets  or  singles  of  the 
following;  40a.  49,  53,  74,  316.  373c,  407a,  420a, 
429,  431.  436,  471;  498e;  501b,  505a,  508,  510,  517a, 
529b.  560a.  581h,  581i,  581m,  596,  620,  627a,  656, 
703a,  710,  717a,  743a,  713,  721a,  751a,  761a.  Desire 
quotations  on  rare  sets  and  singles  especial- 
ly. RUPERT  E.  THOMAS,  76  Argyle  Place, 
Arlington,  N.  J.  Oct.  3.2. 
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A  C'OLLfif'TION  of  over  275  varieties, 
embracing  about  320  sets.  Can  be  purchased 
for  possibly  $250.  If  interested,  write  for 
particulars.  FRED  M.  DILLE.  307  Conti- 
nental Building,  Denver.  Colo. 

FOR  SALE.— The  following  eggs  in  full 
sets  and  complete  data.  Texas  collected. 
The  first  number  is  A.  O.  U.  The  second, 
the  number  of  eggs.  Magnificent  series. 
178-87, 187-44,  226-70,  258a-12,  325-14,  326-.30,  328-8. 
335-50.341-30,359-29,362-50,  75a-3,  385-20,  419-30, 
420a-14,  421-8.  586-15.  707-20,  713-30.  The  number 
of  eggs  given  is  Approximate  number.  May 
be  few  more  or  less.  This  years  take.  Want 
to  sell  all  together.  Price  less  than  one  third. 
Taylor's  catalogue  rate.  J.  M.  CARROLL, 
San  Marcos.  Texas. Oct.  2.  t. 

FOR  SALE.—  Studers  Birds  of  North 
America,  beautiful  binding.  $9.00.  Express 
paid  by  receiver.  ARTHUR  W.  BROCK- 
WAY.  Hadlyme.  Conn. 

STAMPS.— To  exchange  for  birds'  eggs  or 
skins.  Also  a  few  skins  and  eggs  to  trade  for 
same.  F.  T.  CORLESS.  804  E.  14  St.  N..  Port- 
land.  Or. Jy- "■  t. 

MOUNTED     BIRDS. 

I  have  placed  in  ray  hands  for  disposal 
these  duplicates  from  an  old  collection. 

Gt.  Horned  Owl $3  oo 

Am.  Crow 1  iJt> 

Bobwhite  $1.10  pr 2  (JO 

Flicker 1  00 

Redwing WJ 

Black  Skimmer 1  'O 

Belted  Kingfisher 1  00 

Snowflake ''0 

Bobolink W 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 1  00 

Wilson's  Snipe 1  f^" 

Bartram's  Sandpiper 1  ^S 

Black  Tern 1  w 

Common  Tern 1  •'■> 

Black-necked  Stilt 2  25 

Gt.  Grey  Owl i  !'0 

Black  Rail 4  9s 

Sora  Rail 1  20 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 1  10 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker,  pr 2  00 

Black-tail  (inatcatcher 1  00 

Cardinal ^5 

White-eyed  Towhee 90 

Swamp  Sparrow ^   ?" 

White-crown  Pigeon 2  50 

Snowy  Owl.  ( extra) 5  98 

Purple  Jay,  Mex 1  '5 

Rose-crown  Cotinga 1  25 

Green  Ant  Thrush 1  00 

Sparrow  I'n rrakeet 1  00 

Orange-chci'k  I'arrakeet 175 

Rufouswin;.'  1  )ove 1  50 

Bridled  Sjiarrow 1  00 

Red-breasted  Lark 1  00 

White-browed  Wren 1  00 

Train  bearing  ilumnuT 1  45 

Puff-legged  Hummer 1  25 

ERNEST  H.  SHORT, 
Box  173.  Rochester,  N.  Y- 


THIS  PAPER 


Fublishinj 
House  of 


IS    PRINTED     at     the 
Book     and      Magazine 

in.  EDDY,  Albion,  N.Y. 


'S  CRtHlEST    COLIECTORS'    HMUZIHE 

FOUNDED  1I\    1893 

The  Philatelic  West  and  Camera  News 


Combines  Collectors'  and  Post  Card  World 
and  Dozen  Other  Papers. 
SUPERIOR,  NEBR.,  U.  S.  A. 

The  oldest  largest  monthly  American  Col- 
lector's Paper  published.  Over  100  pages 
each  issue,  replete  with  interesting  reading 
and  advertising  illustrated  pertaining  to 
Stamps,  Curios,  Coins,  Postal  Cards  and 
Entire  Covers.  Minerals.  Birds.  Relics  of  all 
kinds.  Cameras.  Etc.  Over  3600  pages  issued 
in  2  years. 

An  unimitated  expensive  meritorious 
feature  is  the  publication  in  each  number  of 
illustrations  of  leading  collectors  and  dealers 
of  the  world.  A  possessor  of  complete  files 
has  a  valuable  and  interesting  collection, 
worthy  of  preservation. 

Official  Organ  of  over  40  popular  societies, 
35,000  members.  The  review  of  all  papers  of 
all  languages  is  an  attractive  addition.  In- 
teresting matter  from  French,  German, 
Latin,  and  from  all  foreign  English  papers  in 
each  number. 

50  cts.  for  I  2  numbers;  foreign,  $  I  or  48. 

ADVERTISERS 

A  word  with  you;  that  collectors  appreciate 
the  above  attractive  features  is  evidenced  by 
our  large  and  growing  subscription  list. 
The  West  circulates  ali  over  the  world.  Over 
12,000  ads  in  2  years. 

Trial  Ad  I  cent  per  word  in  Trade  Calumn;  3 
times  for  price  of  2. 

L.  T.  BRODSTONE. 

Pviblisher.  Superior,  Nebr.    l'.  S.  A.) 


TO     BIRD     LOVERS. 

We  wish  to  make  large  additions  to  our 
subscription  list  this  fall.  As  an  immediate 
inducement  we  offer  to  send  you  the 
"Oologist"  until  January  1908,  aud  a  full 
year  from  that  date  for  50  cents.  If  you 
accept  this  offer  you  are  entitled  to  the  ex- 
change notice  or  sale  notice  free  but  to  no 
other  combinations.  Renewals  will  not  be 
accepted  oa  these  terms  unless  accompanied 
by  a  new  subscription  also.    Address, 

ERNEST  H.  SHORT, 


Manager  Oologist 


Rochester,  N.  Y. 


FOR  SALE  OR  EXCHANGE. 

Rhea  eggs  $1  delivered.  Will  exchange 
quantity  for  Standard  make  camera  5  x  7  or 
surgical  instruments  in  good  condition. 

S.  ADAMS. 


1401  Mulvane  St.. 


Topeka,  Kansas. 
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STILL    LEADING 

FIFTH  EDITION  LATTIN'S  STANDARD  CATALOGUE  OF 
North  American   Birds   Eggs 

With  Ooiogist  One  Year,  Both  for  50c. 


Compiled  by  Frank  H.  Lattin  and 
Ernest  H.  Short,  with  the  assistance 
of  many  prominent  American  Ool'O- 
gists. 

A  Complete  Up-to-date  Check  List 
of  North  American  Birds,  including 
Introduced  Sp«cies,  givinig  correct  ex- 
change values  on  all  species  whose 
eggs  are  procurable  at  this  time.  Ar- 
ranged  according  to  A.   O.   U.   Nome- 


clature,  but  giving  Ridgway's  and 
Coues'  numbers  also.  Printed  on 
one  side  cf  page  only  leaving  it  in 
convenient  form  for  making  notes  in 
or  using  for  labelling  purposes. 
Bound  in  light  board  covers.  'Neat  in 
style.  Handy  in  sihape  (just  goes  in- 
to full  government  envelope). 

Postpaid  25c  each.    Six  for  $1.2i5. 


Address  ERNEST  H.  SHORT,  Manager  Ooiogist,  Chili,  N.  Y. 


OLD  BIRD    BOOKS    AND    MAGAZINES. 
BIRDS'   EGGS  IN  CHOICE  SETS. 

Books  in  good,  fair  condition  unless  other- 
wise stated.     Many  of  them  good  as  new. 
Eggs  strictly  first  class.     Prices   Are   Pre- 
paid, and  for  quick  acceptance. 
Bendires  Life  Histories,  Vols.  1  and  2. 

board  covers $14  OU 

Davie's  Nests  and  Eggs,  4th  ed (50 

Davie's  Nests  and  Eggs,  5th  ed 1  UO 

Cornell  Nature  Study  Leaflet,  cloth,  (iOO 

pages,  illustrated 1  5U 

Birds,  Vol.  4,  cloth 1  UO 

Bird  Life,  Chapman  1  50 

Birds  U.  S.  and  Canada,  Nuttall 2  00 

A  Flying  Trip  to  the  Tropics,  Kobinson    1  25 

Browne's  Taxidermy  and  Modeling 2  50 

Osprey,  Vol.  2,  complete 1  00 

Auk,  Vols.  10,  16,  23  and  22  each 2  50 

I  can  supply  hundreds  of  others.    Let  me 
know  your  wants. 

Sooty  Grouse,  1-8 2  50 

White-crown  Sparrow,  1-4 75 

Oregon  .Tuuco,  n-4 80 

Ruby-throated  Hummer,  n-2 1  00 

Anna's  Hummer,  ii-2 H5 

Black-chinned  Hummer,  n-2 H5 

Oregon  Chickadee.  1-7 1  00 

Winter  Wren,  1-4 2  00 

Magnolia  Warbler,  n-4 yo 

Barred  Owl.  1-3 1  20 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch,  n-6 2  50 

Hundreds  of  others,    common    and  rare. 
Send  for  lists. 

BENJAMIN     HOAG, 

Stephentown,  New  York. 


THE     CONDOR 

A     Bi-Monthly    Magazine    of    Western 
Ornithology 

Edited  by  J.  GRINNELL. 

"The  photographic  illustrations 
are  worth  the  price  of  subscription." 
alone  are  worth  the  price  of  subscrip- 
tion."— The   Critic. 

The  Condor  begins,  with  1907,  Its 
ninth  volume.  A  special  feature  of  this 
volume  includes  in  each  issue,  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  series  of  remarkable 
photographs  of  wild  birds  by  Mr.  H. 
L.  Bohlman  and  Mr.  W.  L.  Finley. 

SPECIAL  OFFER:— By  special  ar- 
rangements with  Messrs.  Finley  and 
Bohlman,  is  enabled  to  offer  anyone 
sending  One  Dollar  and  Fifty  Cents 
for  a  NEW  su'bscription  for  one  year, 
and  mentioning  this  offer,  a  5x7  un- 
mounted, copyrighted  photograph  of 
bird   life. 

OR,  a  copy  of  November,  1906  issue 

and  Vol.  9.   1907,   complete,  for  $1.50. 

Subscription  $L50.     Sample  Copy  30c. 

H.  T.  CLIFTON,  Business  Manager, 

P.  O.  Box  404,  -  Pasadena,  Cal. 
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Birds  and  Bird  Homes 

"AS  THEY  WERE  SNAPPED." 

Our  portfolio  of  fine  Half  Tone  reproductions  of  twenty-three 

good  photos  of 

Birds   and   Birds'    Nests   from   Nature 

BRIEF  DESCRIPTIONS 

Includes  Studies  in 

PROTECTIVE  COLORATION 
BIRD  ARCHITECTURE  AND 
YOUNG    BIRDS.    :    :     :     :     : 

COVER  IN  COLORS.        UNCUT  EDGE.        TIED  BACK 

Postpaid,  25  cents.     With  The  Oologist  one  year,  both  50  cents. 
Address  MANAGER  OOLOGIST,  CHILI,  N.  Y. 

▼TTTTVVTTTTTT¥TTTTTVTTTVTTTTVTTTTTTTTTVVVTVVTTTVTVTV« 

CombinsLtion  Offer.  I 

We  Offer  Ooiogist  one  year  ^ 

and  Reed's  "North  American  Birds  Eggs,"  ^ 

New  illustrated  Key,  $2.50  postpaid,  all  prepaid  $2.60  < 

Oologist  one  year  ^ 

and  Chapman's  "Color  Key,"  ^ 

New  Color  Key  to  North   American   Birds,  $2.50   postpaid,  -4 

all  prepaid $2. 60  < 

Oologist  one  year  ^ 

and  "Frederick  Young"  ^ 

The  Natural  History  Novel,  prepaid $  .90  ^ 

Oologist /owf  years,  Jan.  1905  to  Dec.  1908,  ^ 

and  "North  American  Birds  Eggs"  or  "Color  Key,"- • -$3.25  ^ 

Oologist /owr  years,  as  above,  ^ 
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AUTUMN     WARBLER     MIGRATION. 
Extracts    From   a    Reprint  of  an    Arti- 
cle  in  the  "Auk"  for  July,  '07,   by 
Permission    of   the    Author. 


BY  J.  CLAIRE  WOOD. 


In    'The   Auk,'    VoL    XXIII.    No.      1, 


January,  1906,  I  gave  an  account  of 
the  Warblers  noted  here  in  the  au- 
tumn of  1905.  That  season  I  devoted 
my  entire  spare  time  to  them  from 
August  20  but  this  autumn  I  did  not 
start  until  September  3;  consequent- 
ly, tlie  following  list  is  inaccurate  as 
to  first  arrivals  but  I  doubt  if  any- 
thing escaped  notice  from  September 
3  to  the  end  of  the  season.  A  Mourn- 
ing (Geothlypis  Philadelphia)  and  sev- 
eral Nashville  Warblers  were  seen  in 
1904  but  were  absent  in  1905,  while 
the  Tennessee  was  absent  in  the  for- 
mer season  and  common  in  the  lat- 
ter. This  irregularity  in  warbler  mi- 
gration was  interesting,  and  I  wished 
to  learn  what  percentage  of  the  spe- 
cies were  subject  to  it  and  also  to  es- 
tablish a  better  knowledge  of  the  rela- 
tive abundance  and  time  of  departure 
by  a  comparison  with  the  present 
season  of  1906.  To  get  the  most  uni- 
form results  I  hunted  over  the  same 
territory,  with  the  exception  of  one  or 
two  days  and  the  comparison  was 
satisfactory  until  displaced  by  an  ab- 
normal change  in  temperature.  Dur- 
ing the  night  of  October  9  the  mer- 
cury dropped  to  33  degrees,  and  we 
had  a  genuine  heavy  snow  storm  on 
the  10th,  but  the  snow  melted  as  it 
fell.  Toward  evening  the  mercury  be- 
gan to  drop  and  reached  25  degrees 
at  3  a.  m.  on  the  11th  where  it  re- 
mained for  three  hours.  This  killed 
all  plant  life,  susceptible  to  frost,  and 
its  blighting  influence  was  noticeable 
throughout  the  woods  on  the  14th; 
even  the  live  oak  leaves  were  affected, 
while  beeches  were  a  mass  of  yellow 
and  no  longer  yielded  a  food  supply 
to  the  warblers.     With  the  exception 
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of  Black-throated  Blue  and  ]\Iyrtle.  all 
the  species  seen  that  day  were  hurry- 
ing south  under  pressure  of  unnatural 
excitement,  and  had  probably  under- 
gone considerable  hardship,  as  ,  the 
ground  was  covered  with  half  a  foot 
of  snow  sixty  miles  north  of  here  and 
about  three  inches  at  half  that  dis- 
tance. 

The  woods  where  I  hunted  had  been 
greatly  reduced  in  size  since  1905, 
and  I  was  able  to  note  the  course  of 
arrivals  in  many  cases  and  departure 
in  nearly  all.  The  length  of  the  River 
Range  is  about  thirty  miles  and  its 
general  course  approximately  S.  45 
degrees  E.  This  woods  is  situated  on 
the  south  side  and  is  the  last  piece  of 
thick  timber  as  you  follow  down  the 
river,  there  being  only  a  grove  be- 
tween this  point  and  the  Detroit 
River.  It  is  an  interesting  fact  that 
while  the  Warblers  came  down  this 
water-way  two-thirds  o  fthe  Robins 
took  the  reverse  course.  They  mainly 
came  from  the  east  and  had  ])robably 
crossed  the  Detroit  River,  but  several 
large  flights  came  from  the  south.  La- 
ter, however,  my  piece  of  timber  was 
the  limit  of  their  eastern  movement 
and  they  went  due  south  from  here 
to  a  large  piece  of  thick  woods.  This 
was  the  program  in  1905  except  from 
September  20  to  October  5  when  they 
went  southwest  to  follow  a  chain  of 
large  woods  that  extended  far  south- 
ward. The  lesser  number  of  warblers 
came  from  the  northeast  and  had  evi- 
dently followed  the  Detroit  River. 
During  September  about  twenty-five 
per  cent,  were  apparently  not  migrat- 
ing but  taking  life  easy  and  remain- 
ing in  the  woods.  I  suppose  these 
were  the  main  night,  travelers  and  if 
so,  when  do  migrating  warblers  sleep? 
All  seen  by  me  exhibited  the  charac- 
teristic activity  of  the  family.  We 
all  know  that  large  numbers  travel 
by   ni.ght,    but    who    has     seen     them 


asleep  during  the  day?  Judging  from 
my  own  experience  with  night  migra- 
tion, they  sleep  from  about  11  p.  m. 
to  4  a.  m.  Of  course,  I  really  know 
nothing  positively,  and  my  belief  is 
based  only  on  the  fact  that  the  birds 
were  not  heard  calling  between  the 
above  mentioned  hours,  and  on  the 
actions  of  a  captive  Indigo  Bunting 
(Cyanospiza  cyanea).  The  bird  was 
not  over  a  month  old  when  trapped 
in  the  summer  and  soon  showed  no 
desire  to  escape  from  its  cage.  It  ap- 
peared contented,  and  slept  peacefully 
all  night  until  the  advent  of  the  fall 
migration;  even  then,  there  was  no 
change  in  the  day  time,  but  soon  after 
dark  it  became  restless.  The  perform- 
ance began  with  a  hopping  to  and 
fro  on  its  perch  with  frequent  pauses 
to  partly  squat,  as  if  about  to  spring 
into  the  air.  At  the  first  call  note  of 
a  passing  migrant  it  uttered  a  sharp 
metallic  chirp  and  flew  about  the 
cage,  making  frantic  efforts  to  escape 
and.  when  somewhat  exhausted, 
climbed  parrot-like  about  the  cage  top 
trying  to  force  its  head  between  the 
wires.  Toward  midnight  it  quieted 
down  and  slept  a  few  hours  but  be- 
came active  before  daylight.  This 
dominating  influence  ceased  suddenly 
the  latter  part  of  October,  and  had 
the  bird  been  released  after  that  per- 
iod it  probably  would  have  perished 
from  loss  of  that  mysterious  guidance 
to  the  south,  but,  opposed  to  this,  we 
find  the  latest  warblers  the  most 
eager  to  accomplish  their  .iourney.  To 
my  mind  the  early  migration  demon- 
strates an  instinctive  movement. 
Nothing  would  seem  more  natural 
than  the  warblers  retreating  after  ex- 
periencing actual  contact  with  cold  or 
lack  of  food,  but  th^  first  birds  are  on 
their  way  long  before  the  least  inti- 
mation of  cold  and  while  food  is 
abundant.  I  have  seen  several  small 
flocks    of   .iuvenile    Redstarts    migrat- 
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ing  July  4.  and  this  species  first 
reaches  the  West  Indies  the  second 
week  in  August.  My  personal  obser- 
vation of  their  movement  here  ex- 
tends from  July  4  to  October  7.  What 
possible  physical  condition  or  pres- 
cience could  maintain  so  uniform  a 
southward  movement  over  such  a 
long  period,  and  through  seasonal 
changes,  and  all  it  implies,  as  com- 
comprehended  by  a  comparison  of 
July  with  October?  W^hy  should  they 
migrate  at  all?  Why  has  not  nature 
modified  these  warblers  to  the  condi- 
tion of  Chickadees?  Perhaps  the  Myr- 
tle Warbler  is  leading  and  the  others 
following  a  gradual  modification  in  fa- 
vor of  permanent  northern  residence. 
A  few  Myrtles  winter  at  least  as  far 
were  probably  resident  in  South 
America  and  later  all  wintered  there, 
and  at  some  distant  period  may  be- 
come entirely  resident  on  their  pres- 
f       ent  breeding  grounds. 

My  observations  of  the  local  move- 
ment inclines  me  to  believe  that  the 
majority  of  warblers  follow  the  water- 
ways, probably  because  the  bordering 
timber  is  the  most  suitable  and  food 
more  abundant.  This  refers  mainly 
to  the  earlier  birds  traveling  by  easy 
stages  and  not  handicapped  for  time. 
On  occasions  they  do  not  hesitate  to 
take  a  northerly  course,  if  the  wood- 
lands are  more  congenial  to  their 
tastes,  but  that  they  retain  a  correct 
sense  of  the  direction  is  plainly  shown 
when  a  point  is  reached  where  further 
progress  would  impair  the  southward 
movement.  This  belief  is  based  on 
observations  in  Grosse  Pointe  Town- 
ship and  vicinity  where  there  are  no 
water-ways  bordered  by  timber.  Here. 
on  September  3,  I  discovered  a  large 
company  of  mixed  warblers  in  Gratiot 
Twp.  and  followed  them  about  N.  45 
degrees  E.  across  Grosse  Pointe  Twp. 
and  Village  of  Grosse  Pointe  Farms 
to  the  shore  of  Lake  St.  Clair.  From 
this  point  all  suitable  teiM-itory  lay  to 


the  north  but  they  took  he  opposite 
direction.  On  the  same  date  another 
flock  came  due  east  and  reached  the 
south  end  of  a  large  woods.  They 
worked  through  it  to  the  northern 
margin  and  back  to  the  starting  point; 
thence,  across  the  open  country  about 
S.  2.5  degrees  W. 

From  the  first  week  in  September 
there  are  always  late  warblers,  that 
is,  birds  passing  days  behind  the  bulk 
of  their  species.  As  the  season  ad- 
vances these  naturally  increase  in 
numbers  as  more  species  become  af- 
fected. After  early  September  single 
birds  or  small  companies  are  met 
with  that  have  come  to  realize  they 
are  due  miles  to  the  south,  and  I 
doubt  if  they  are  in  any  way  in- 
fluenced from  their  purpose  by  con- 
venient food  supply,  characteristic  so- 
cial tendency  or  geographical  condi- 
tions. I  spent  many  hours  with  the 
Black-throated  Blue  Warblers  in  Oc- 
tober. They  were  neither  uneasy  nor 
migrating  and  assisted  me  as  decoys. 
They  always  had  a  friendly  call  note 
for  j^assing  warblers,  but  with  de- 
creasing effect  as  the  month  advan- 
ced. A  warbler,  bent  on  business,  does 
not  fly  from  tree  to  tree  but  takes 
spurts  of  about  100  yards  and,  after 
hastily  snatching  a  morsel  or  two  of 
food,  rejjeats  the  operation.  One  or 
more  Black-throated  Blue  Warblers 
rejdy  to  the  first  far  away  note  of  an 
approaching  warbler  and  the  bird 
would  be  sure  to  pass  through  or 
above  the  flock,  exchanging  greetings 
but  seldom  stopping.  This  often  af- 
forded me  a  quick  shot  but  if  not,  I 
could  sometimes  intercept  the  bird  at 
the  woodland  margin,  as  I  knew  the 
point  where  it  would  leave,  and  all 
such  warblers  remain  longer  in  the 
last  tree  than  anywhere  while  passing 
through  the  woods.  A  late  Black-poll 
once  joined  a  passing  flock  of  Robins 
but  they  were  going  west  and  the  war- 
bler   soon    turned    to    the   south.     All 
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warblers  seem  to  me  somewhat  indif- 
ferent to  cold,  but  snow  inspires 
alarm  even  in  the  latest,  and  a  gener- 
al rapid  southward  movement — the 
Myrtle  excepted.  They  care  nothing 
for  the  snow  in  spring  if  the  mercury 
is  above  freezing  and  the  food  supply 
not  affected.  The  only  Blue-winged 
Warbler  seen  this  year  was  located 
by  its  song  and  in  a  blinding  snow 
storm  early  in  May.  I  also  followed 
and  watched  five  other  species  dur- 
ing that  storm  and  they  totally  disre- 
garded it.  Of  the  warblers  noted  Oc- 
tober 14,  three  species  were  passing 
more  than  a  month  later  than  the 
bulk  of  their  kind.  In  a  measure,  this 
is  owing  to  early  species  getting  in- 
to flocks  of  later  kinds  and  being  in- 
fluenced by  them.  Another  apparent 
reason  is  the  reluctance  of  some  adult 
birds  to  leave  their  summer  quarters. 
A  few  adult  male  Yellow  Warblers 
remain  here  at  least  two  weeks  after 
the  last  young  bird  has  departed  but. 
as  the  last  of  certain  northern  species 
may  be  represented  by  either  or  both 
adult  and  young,  it  would  seem  as  if 
some  of  the  lingering  adults  influen- 
ced a  few  juveniles  to  remain  with 
them  and  sometimes  left  the  trusting 
youngsters  far  in  the  rear  in  the  wild 
panic  to  flee  the  country. 

Satisfactory  data,  relative  to  the 
general  distribution  of  autumn  war- 
blers, can  only  be  acquired  by  the  lib- 
eral use  of  a  gun.  Little  reliance  can 
be  placed  in  field-glass  observation 
and  I  doubt  if  anyone,  familiar  with 
the  family,  is  willing  to  accept  such 
records  as  positive  in  unusual  cases, 
as  when  birds  are  exceptionally  early, 
late  or  rare.  Of  course  the  adult  males 
of  a  few  species  can  be  identified  with 
certainty  and  a  bird  student,  with 
enough  knowledge  to  have  any  busi- 
ness in  the  Peld,  should  know  the 
Myrtle  in  all  plumages  but  he  can  get 
no  accurate  idea  of  the  number  of 
species  in  his  neighborhood,  their  rel- 


ative abundance,  etc.  In  just  one  au- 
tumn I  established  a  better  knowledge 
of  the  warblers  here  than  other  par- 
ties in  fifteen  years  of  field-glass  ob- 
servation. I  mention  this  because  my 
admission  in  a  previous  paper,  of  hav- 
ing taken  specimens  aroused  the  iu- 
dignation  of  a  certain  class  and  ap- 
pealing letters  were  sent  to  the  state 
game  warden  and  others.  I  was  a 
born  lover  of  birds  and  have  always 
taken  an  interest  in  their  welfare,  but 
when  it  becomes  necessary  to  secure 
them  in  order  to  do  certain  work  well, 
I  feel  justified  in  doing  so.  However, 
discussion  is  futile  but  the  above 
class  should  know  that  birds  will  be 
taken  for  some  time  to  come.  Prob- 
ably the  most  effective  method  of 
determining  routes  is  "bird  tagging," 
and  sooner  or  later  a  society  will  be 
organized  to  take  up  this  work,  and 
effective  results  will  depend  almost 
entirely  on  birds  secured;  further- 
more, much  material  is  at  present  re- 
quired to  permanently  establish  the 
subspecies  and  define  their  ranges.  It 
is  true  that  some  disapprove  of  this 
"hair  splitting"  but  for  no  good  rea- 
son that  I  can  see,  except  they  are 
not  interested  in  the  subject  or  know 
nothing  in  regard  to  it.  However,  in 
this,  as  in  other  branches,  you  cannot 
suppress  the  taste  for  knowledge  and 
it  is  better  to  work  out  the  problem 
soon  as  possible  than  allow  it  to  drag 
along  with  forms  accepted  and  then 
rejected  as  in  the  past.  In  his  great 
work,  'The  Birds  of  Middle  and  North 
America,'  Prof.  Ridgway  laments  the 
lack  of  material  not  only  in  the  fore- 
going connection  but  even  in  estab- 
lishing plumage  variations  of  actual 
species.  Without  further  illustrating 
the  necessity  of  securing  the  birds  at 
the  present  time  suppose  we  look  into 
the  future  centuries  and  we  find  a 
subject  of  great  interest  requiring  a 
mass  of  new  material.  I  refer  to  dif- 
ferentiation or  modification.     In  order 
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to  decrease  the  mortality  I  used  a 
field-glass  as  much  as  possible.  It 
was  very  useful  when  warblers  were 
near  the  ground  or  in  trees  to  the 
height  of  about  thirty  feet,  if  the  birds 
possessed  distinctive  under  markings. 
However,  it  was  practically  useless  at 
that  height  against  strong  light  or  af- 
ter sundown,  and  very  uncertain  at 
times  when  the  birds  were  in  the  tall 
tree  tops.  To  accomplish  good  re- 
sults in  warbler  hunting  requires  hard 
work  and  much  patience.  At  times 
the  woods  are  apparently  void  of  war- 
blers, but  experience  has  taught  me 
that,  at  least,  a  few  may  be  found  in 
every  suitable  woods.  This  scarcity 
may  occur  in  the  height  of  the  sea- 
son and  is  probably  due  to  drainage 
by  a  flock  of  travelers.  If  you  keep 
constantly  in  motion  and  attend  strict- 
ly to  business  the  reward  is  certain, 
although  the  amount  of  success  de- 
pends on  how  familiar  you  are  with 
the  woods  or,  rather,  the  more  favor- 
able places.  The  terrestrial  kinds  are 
not  difficult  to  discover,  as  you  can 
penetrate  their  haunts  and  force  them 
from  cover,  but  the  more  aboreal  spe- 
cies can  not  be  reached  in  the  thick 
foliage  of  the  forest  trees.  One  of  my 
first  experiments  was  to  climb  a  tree, 
commanding  a  view  on  all  sides,  and 
wait  for  the  birds,  but  in  this  I  was 
depending  entirely  on  such  as  chan- 
ced in  one  little  spot  of  a  large  woods, 
and  even  then  they  were  more  diffi- 
cult to  see  than  when  looking  from 
the  ground,  while  it  was  no  easy  mat- 
ter to  mark  down  anything  shot,  and 
if  wounded  it  was  sure  to  escape  be- 
fore I  could  reach  the  spot.  I  have 
seen  a  winged  Nashville  and  Tenne- 
see  crawl  entirely  out  of  sight  beneath 
a  dead  leaf  when  other  concealment 
was  wanting.  Another  of  my  errors 
was  wasting  time  in  exploring  unlike- 
ly and  out  of  the  way  places,  believ- 
ing such  localities  the  most  liable 
to    contain    rarities.      Another    point. 


to  be  remembered,  is  that  loud  noises 
inspire  alarm  and  the  birds  flee  at  the 
report  of  a  gun;  so  by  the  time  you 
have  picked  up  your  specimen  the  re- 
mainder have  vanished  from  sight 
and  hearing.  Never  shoot  into  a 
flock  without  first  ascertaining  their 
direction  of  travel  and  you  can  then 
sprint  one  or  two  hundred  yards  and 
get  some  trace  o  fthem  again.  In  the 
woods  the  migrating  flocks  are  usual- 
ly of  many  species  and  the  beginner 
is  liable  to  see  only  the  prominent 
kinds.  Sometimes  a  small  company  of 
three  or  four  individuals  will  work 
through  the  woods  so  much  scattered 
that  there  will  be  a  hundred  yards  or 
so  between  each  bird.  They  remain 
silent,  except  for  flying  from  tree  to 
tree  when  a  sharp  peep  is  uttered  to 
keep  in  touch  with  one  another.  In  a 
case  of  this  kind  success  depends  on 
quick  work  and  some  experience.  It 
does  not  pay  to  watch  the  water  holes, 
as  migrating  warblers  will  seldom 
come  down  to  drink  and  bathe.  A  no- 
table fact  is  that  the  success  of  abo- 
real warblers  in  eluding  detection  is 
in  no  way  due  to  wariness  or  sagacity. 
They  feel  absolutely  safe  in  the  tree 
tops  and  are  totally  indifferent  to 
what  transpires  on  the  ground  be- 
neath. The  cause  is  protective  color- 
ation and  food  habits  that  keep  them 
among  the  slender  twigs  and  leaves. 
Of  this  type  is  the  Tennessee.  On 
windy  days  they  are  practically  safe 
among  the  agitated  leaves  but  are  be- 
trayed in  calm  weather  by  their  natur- 
al activity.  As  another  type  the  Black 
and  White  may  be  mentioned.  They 
spend  much  time  about  the  tree 
trunks  and  large  limbs  and  can  not 
be  overlooked.  A  mounted  owl  would 
make  an  excellent  decoy. 

In  number  of  species  the  Mniotil- 
tidae  surpass  all  other  families  here, 
and  rank  second  in  abundance  of  indi- 
viduals. During  1906  I  noted  thirty 
species,  or  six  in  excess  of  the  Frin- 
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gillidae.  The  following  data  refer  to 
Ecorse  Township,  Wayne  Co..  Michi- 
gan, and  the  summer  and  autumn  of 
1906,  except  as  otherwise  stated. 

Warblers  seen  in  spring  but  absent 
in  fall  were:  Blue-winged  ( Helmin- 
thophila  pinus).  Orange-crowned  ( Hel- 
minthophila  celata),  Louisiana  Water 
Thrush  (Seiurus  motacilla),  Kentucky 
(Geothlypis  formosa),  Mourning  (Geo- 
thlypis  Philadelphia)  and  Wilson's 
(Wilsonia  pusilia) — all  the  best  pos- 
sible for  identification. 

In  preparing  the  following  list  I 
have  included  a  few  birds  with  haunts 
so  similar  to  the  warblers  that  they 
were  constantly  under  notice. 

Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher  (Empi- 
donax  flaviventris). — One  noted  Sept. 
15.  Exceptionally  common  in  Sep- 
tember,   1905. 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch  ( Sitta  can- 
adensis).— More  common  than  any 
other  season  in  my  recollection.  Ab- 
sent in  autumn  of  1905.  Secured  a 
male  January  11,  1891,  which  is  the 
only  winter  record  here  I  am  aware 
of. 

Red-eyed  Vireo  (Vireo  olivaceus).— 
Abundant  until  Sept.  15:  then  rare 
and  last  seen  Sept.  30.  Common  in 
1905,  and  the  last  seen  were  secured 
Oct.   12  and   15. 

Philadelphia  Vireo  (Vireo  philadel- 
phicus). — Absent,  but  noted  in  spring 
of  1906  and  Sept.  3,  5,  10  and  24,  1905. 

Warbling  Vireo  (Vireo  gilvus). — No 
autumn  records  in  three  years  in  this 
portion  of  Ecorse  Twp.  Common  in 
spring. 

Yellow-throated    Vireo    (Vireo    flavi- 
frons). — Common,  inclusive  of  Sept.  5. 
and  last  seen  on  the  7th:  most  abund- 
ant the  last  week  in  August. 
(To   be   continued.) 


Zoologist  of  New  York  State,  com- 
plained to  me  last  year  of  the  impos- 
sibility of  using  many  otherwise  val- 
uable records  because  they  had  not 
been  so  authenticated,  mainly  as  a 
result  of  the  refusal  of  the  State 
Game  Commission  to  grant  the  per- 
mits as  provided  by  law.  The  Bird 
Glass  seldom  meets  the  requirements 
of  Science. 


The  Nesting  of  the   Hermit  Thrush. 


Editor's    Note. 
Aproi)os   of   Mr.   Wood's    statements 
regarding  the  necessity  of   using   the 
gun,  would   say:    The  Assistant  State 


The  Hermit  Thrush,  Hylocichla 
aonalaschkae  pallasii.  Cab.,  is  an 
abundant  migrant  and  a  not  uncom- 
mon breeding  species  in  Fulton  coun- 
ty. In  the  Spring  migrations,  the 
bi)(ls  pass  north  all  through  April  and 
the  early  part  of  IMay,  and  in  the  Fall, 
return  in  September,  October,  or 
very  early  in  November.  In  the  mi- 
grations, the  birds  frequent  pine 
thickets,  dense  shrubbery  and  such 
similar  locations.  They  may  often  be 
surprised  when  on  the  ground,  when 
they  fly  up  into  a  nearby  tree.  Here, 
while  sitting  on  a  low  limb,  they  mav 
be  easily  recognized  by  the  peculiar 
flirting  of  the  tail  at  short  intervals, 
and  by  the  harsh,  gutteral  note,  much 
resembling  that  of  a  red-winged  black- 
bird. 

The  nest,  according  to  most  orni- 
thologists, is  built  on  the  ground,  or 
near  it  in  thick  shrubbery,  although 
Wilson  once  found  a  nest  saddled  on- 
to the  limb  of  a  tree.  In  my  exper- 
ience the  nest  is  always  placed  on  the 
ground,  under  a  low  bush  or  plant.  It 
is  pretty  certain  that  the  bird  has  at 
least  two  broods  a  season.  On  .July 
6,  1907,  Harry  Clute  and  I  found  a 
nest  just  ready  for  the  eggs.  On  July 
8,  1907,  another  nest  containing  three 
eggs  with  incubation  barely  com- 
menced. The  latter  nest  was  found 
at  Woodworth's  Lake,  placed  on  the 
ground,  by  the  side  of  a  woodland 
trail.  It  was  composed  of  dried 
leaves,  weed  stalks,  etc.,  rather  fine- 
ly lined   with  pine  needles,   and   com- 


THE  OOLOGIST. 


155 


pletely  protected  by  tall  weeds.  It 
offers  the  following  dimensions:  In- 
ternal breadth.  3  in.;  external  breadth, 
5  in.;  internal  depth,  2i/i  in.;  external 
depth,  31/4  in.  Eggs,  three  in  number, 
ovate,  fine  in  texture,  and  very  pale 
blue  in  color.  They  measure  respec- 
tively: (1),  .91  X  .68;  (2),  .92  x  .69; 
(3),  .92  X  .68  in.  The  birds  were  very 
bold  and  were  constantly  observed 
while  the  above  notes  were  being 
taken.  This  set  is  now  in  the  State 
Museum  at  Albany,  X.  Y. 

C.  P.  ALEXANDER. 


My  dear  Mr.  Short:  — 

In  your  editorial  comments  at  the 
foot  of  my  Long-billed  Marsh  Wren's 
paper  in  the  September,  '06,  number 
of  the  "Oologist."  you  stated  that  the 
white  eggs  of  C.  stellaris  are  easily 
distinguished  from  albino  ones  of  T. 
palustris,  but  failed  to  mention  the 
differences  between  them. 

If  you  will  kindly  describe  the  dif- 
ferences between  these  eggs  as  re- 
gards your  experience  with  them  in 
a  subsequent  issue  of  the  "Oologist," 
you  will  confer  a  blessing  and  impart 
a  knowledge  on  the  subject  to  many 
ornithologists  of  this  city,  as  well,  no 
doubt,  of  other  localities.  There  are 
several  sets  of  marsh  wren's  eggs  in 
the  cabinets  of  collectors  here,  but  as 
they  unfortunately  failed  to  observe 
the  bird  they  are  in  doubt  as  to 
whether  they  are  albinos  of  palustris 
or  eggs  of  stellaris.  Your  assertion 
that  you  never  heard  of  a  purely  al- 
bino set  of  the  former  species,  and 
which  Mr.  J.  Warren  .Jacobs  also  tells 
me  he  has  never  seen  one,  compels 
me  to  write  to  you  after  more  definite 
me  to  write  to  you  for  more  definite 
data  on  the  subject.  Some  collectors 
finding  a  pure  white  set  of  marsh 
wren's  eggs  in  a  marsh  inhabited  by 
T.  palustris  take  it  for  granted  that 
they  are   albinos   of  this   species   and 


never  wait  to  see  the  bird,  when  in 
fact,  they  are  those  of  C.  stellaris. 
This  I've  known  to  occur  twice  here. 
Hoping  you  will  bring  out  the  dif- 
ferences between  albinos  of  T.  palus- 
tris and  normal  •  eggs  of  C.  stellaris 
strongly  in  the  "Oologist,"  and  thank- 
ing you  in  advance  for  any  trouble 
or  inconvenience  I  am  putting  you  to, 
I  am   yours  truly. 

RICHARD   F.   MILLER. 

Editorial  Note. — Sorry  that  the 
pressure  of  other  business  brought 
about  a  temporary  burial  of  this  mat- 
ter. All  the  Albino  sets  of  Long-bill 
Marsh  Wren  I  have  seen,  exhibited  a 
more  or  less  pronounced  lilac  or  lav- 
ender tinge  and  the  eggs  were  more 
slender  or  narrow  ovate.  Those  of 
the  Short-bill  are  absolutely  pure 
glossy  white  and  my  sets  have  always 
shown  up  short,  broad  ovate  eggs. 
Again  the  nests  of  the  Short-bill  are 
usually  further  from  the  water,  often 
in  bordering  meadows  at  some  dis- 
tance from  actual  open  water,  and  of 
finer  materials,  usually  more  fine 
gra,sses  and  less  of  coarse  flag  leaves. 
As  a  rule  closer  to  the  ground  and 
more  carefully  concealed. 


Salem,  X.  .L 
Noticing  your  short  article  on  Pas- 
senger Pigeons,  of  recent  issue  of 
the  Oologist.  I  have  a  few  notes  that 
would  probably  be  of  interest.  I  have 
never  seen  a  live  Passenger  Pigeon 
in  this  locality,  but  have  two  eggs 
that  were  collected  in  Potter  Co.,  Pa., 
for  F.  T.  Pember  by  A.  Lyon,  May  3, 
1878.  He  says  in  his  data  the  nest 
contained  two  eggs  and  was  placed 
in  the  fork  of  a  black  birch  limb,  20 
feet  high.  Dimensions  of  nest:  Out- 
side iliameter,  7  in.;  inside  diameter, 
5  in.  Birds  were  seen,  and  incubation 
begun;  and  only  a  few  pairs  breeding. 
I  can  say  the  eggs  are  creamy  white 
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and  are  blown  with  two  holes  in  the 
bottom.  I  do  not  think  they  are  quite 
as  large  as  a  pigeon's  egg.  This  set 
came  from  the  late  Professor  Gentry's 
collection,   of   Philadelphia,    Pa. 

WM.  B.  CRISPIN. 


Peculiar  Nesting  of  the  Chat. 


RICHARD  C.    HARLOW. 


Robin's   Eggs   Eaten. 


There  was  a  Robin's  nest  with 
three  eggs  in  it  in  a  sugar  maple.  One 
morning  I  looked  out  of  the  window 
and  saw  a  small  boa  trying  to  climb 
up  to  the  nest,  but  when  he  would 
get  nearly  up  to  the  nest,  he  would 
get  so  exhausted  that  he  would  have 
to  slide  down.  The  Robin  knowing 
that  he  eggs  would  be  taken  came  to 
the  nest  and  ate  the  eggs,  shell  and 

all. 

Yours  truly, 

HERBERT  LYTLE, 
Idlewood,  Pa. 


Singular  Nesting  Sites     of     the     Fish 
Hawk  or   Osprey. 


In  Cape  May  county,  N.  J.,  the  Fish 
Hawks  (Pandion  haliaetus  carolinen- 
sis)  occasionally  build  their  nests  on 
telegraph  poles  along  the  railroads, 
where  they  attract  much  attention 
from  the  passengers  of  passing  trains 
and  visitors.  As  many  as  six  tele- 
graph poles  a  short  distance  above 
Cape  May,  have  been  occupied  by  as 
many  pair  of  birds. 

The  incubating  birds  quietly  sit  on 
their  nests,  no  matter  how  much  noise 
is  made  by  passing  trains. 

The  experiment  has  been  made  to 
scare  off  these  birds  by  fiercely  blow- 
ing the  whistle,  but  the  birds  paid  no 
attention  whatever,  and  appeared  per- 
fectly indifferent  to  the  clatter  and 
noise. 

RICHARD   F.    MILLER, 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 


While  going  through  a  grove  of 
young  mapleg  on  June  3,  1906,  on  the 
lookout  for  all  things  Ornithological, 
I  came  upon  a  peculiar  nest  of  the 
Yellow-breasted     Chat. 

^Noticing  a  small,  compact  nest 
some  18  feet  up  in  one  of  the  saplings, 
I  struck  upon  the  slender  trunk  and 
was  much  surprised  to  see  a  Chat  hur- 
riedly disappear  in  the  green  foliage. 
On  climbing  to  it,  one  typical  egg  was 
found.  This  was  left  and  on  my  next 
visit,  June  8th,  the  nest  was  empty, 
evidently  having  been  despoiled  by 
Crows.  This  is  certainly  peculiar 
nesting  for  this  bird  as  all  those  fa- 
miliar with  its  habits  will  observe. 

On  June  12,  1905,  I  found  an  Indigo 
Bird's  nest  in  like  situation,  but  only 
12  feet  up.  This  held  4  eggs.  Both 
discovered  at  Oak  Lane,  Pa. 


REVIEW. 

Land  and  Fresh  Water  Shells  of 
Great  Britian,  by  B.  B.  Woodward. 

Published  as  Monograph  XVII  of 
Roger  Williams  Park  Museum,  Prov- 
idence, R.  I.,  by  the  Curator,  C.  Abbott 
Davis. 

Includes  scientific  names  and 
synonyms  of  all  fossil  and  recent 
Land  and  Fresh  Water  Shells  found 
in  Great  Britian,  numbered  by  the 
common  British  nomenclature  for  ex- 
change purposes. 

Enumerates  24  families,  58  Genera, 
170  species. 

Pamphlet  form  on  good  paper.  10 
cents.     Of  the  Museum. 

Here  is  a  record  for  Oologist:  Sat- 
urday, Sept.  7th,  6  p.  m.,  a  pair  of  No. 
262  Buff  Br.  Sandpiper  taken  on  Sus- 
quehanna River,  below  Pittston,  Pa. 
First  record  for  Pennsylvania  I  know 
of.  None  mentioned  in  Warren's 
book,  "Birds  of  Pennsylvania." 

E.  W.  CA-MPBELL. 
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Prices  for  Back  Number*  of  the 
YOUNG    OOLOGIST   AND    THE    OOLOQIST 

will,  during  1908,  remain  as  below: 
After  which  the  prices  of  many  num- 
bers will  be  advanced  and  possibly  not 
obtainable  at  any  price.  Should  you 
desire  back  numbers  to  complete  your 
file,  NOW  is  the  time  to  purchase.  You 
can  never  obtain  them  for  less  money 
and  possibly  not  at  any  price,  as  our 
stock  ranges  from  only  1  to  25  copies 
of  an  issue. 

Prices  for   1907-08  Are  as  Follows  : 
Complete  file,  $12.00. 
No.   32   is   75   cents. 

Nos.  1,  14,  18,  21,  23-24,  31,  34-35,  42, 
53,  86,  89,  111,  130,  132,  137,  139,  140, 
153,   158,  are  50   cents  each. 

Nos.  9,  66-67,  76,  77,  78,  79,  88,  90,  100, 
113,   138,  146,  are  25  cents  each. 

Nos.  11,  13,  14,  15,  16.  54,  55,  56,  75, 
87,  123,  127,  128,  129,  144,  149,  are  15 
cents  each. 

Nos.  19,  20,  22,  27,  28,  38,  39,  40,  45, 
50,  60,  61,  63,  64,  65,  70,  74,  80,  93,  114, 
115,  126,  133,  135,  are  10  cents  each. 
SliF'All  other  numbers  5c.  per  copy. 
For  $12  will  send  prepaid  a  copy  of 
every  issue  ever  published,  No.  1  to 
225.  This  offer  includes  your  subscrip- 
tion   through    1906. 

My  prices  for  back  numbers  of  the 
YOUNG  OOLOGIST  and  OOLOGIST  in 
volumes,  are  as  follows: 

Vol.   I.   1884-5,   Nos.   1   to   12 %   .90 

Vol.   II,   1885,  Nos.   13  to  14 50 

Vol.    Ill,    1886,    Nos.    15   to    20 90 

Vol.    IV,    1887,   Nos.    21    to   25-26 1.00 

Vol.    V,    1888,    Nos.    27    to    38 1.50 

Vol.  VI,  1889,  Nos.  39  to  50 75 

Vol.  VII,  1890,  Nos.  51  to  62 75 

Vol.  VIII,  1891,  Nos.   63  to  74 75 

Vol.  IX,  1892,  Nos.  75  to  86 90 

Vol.    X,    1893,    Nos.    87    to    98 1.00 

Vol.  XI,   1894,  Nos.   99   to   110 50 

Vol.   XII,   1895,   Nos.   Ill   to   122 1.00 

Vol.  XIII,  1896,  Nos.  123  to  127 50 

Vol  XIV,   1897,   Nos.    128   to   139 1.50 

Vol.   XV,   1898,   Nos.    140   to   149 60 

Vol.  XVI,  1899,  Nos.   150  to  161 75 

Vol.  XVII,  1900,  Nos.  162  to  171 50 

Vol.  XVIII,   1901,  Nos.   172   to  183..      .50 

Vol.  XIX,  1902,  Nos.  184  to  195 50 

Vol.  XX,  1903,  Nos.  196  to  197 10 

Vol.    XXI,    1904,   No.    198   to    209 50 

Vol.  XXII,  1905,  Nos.  210  to  221 50 

Vo!.  XXIII,  1906,  222  to  2:^3 55 

.  For  $5  I  will  send  prepaid  a  copy  of 
every  issue  published,  Nos.  1  to  209, 
inclusive,  except  the  twenty-nine,  (29), 
25c.,  50c.  and  75c.  copies. 

For  $2.00  I  will  send  prepaid  every 
copy  published,  Nos.  1  to  209,  inclusive, 
except  the  sixty  copies  priced  above  at 
10c   or   over. 

—  BOUND  VOLUMES  — 
Can  be   furnished,   strongly  bound  in  cloth  and 
boards,    as    follows: 
Vol.   I   and  II   YOUNG  OOLOGIST  bound  In 

one   volume, $1.00 

Vol.  IX.  The  OOLOGIST  for  '92,  298  pages 
of  valuable  and  instructive  Oological 
and    Ornithological    matter    with    many 

full    page    illustrations $1.00 

Or,  if  you  order  the  two  volumes  at  one  time, 
we  will  send  them  by  return  mall  for  only 
$1.75.  Every  student  of  birds,  their  nests  and 
eggs,  should  have  these  two  volumes  In  their 
library.  The  valuable  information  they  contain. 
Is  worth  many  times  the  price. 
Address     plainly, 

EBNEST  H.  SHOST, 

Manag'er   of   Oolofist, 

CHILI,    N.    T. 


Learn  Taxidermy. 


Naturalists,  Oologists 
and  Sportsmen  should 
all  know  how  to  correct- 
ly mount  all  kinds  of 
birds  and  animals.  WE 
TEACH  TAXIDERMY 
BY  MAIL.  Complete 
course  in  15 lessons.  This 
-  is  one  of  the  most  de- 
lightful and  fascinating  of  arts.  Easily 
learned.  STANDARD  METHODS.  En- 
dorsed by  all  leading  taxidermists.  Many 
of  the  best  known  naturalists  of  the  country 
are  numbered  among  our  students.  If  you 
want  to  learn  TAXIDERMY,  we  desire  to 
submit  ourproposition  in  full.  Send  TODAY 
for  our  new  illustrated  CATALOG  and  sam- 
ple copy  of  The  TAXIDERMY  MAGAZINE. 
BOTH  FREE.  THE  N.  W.  SCHOOL  OP 
TAXIDERMY,  76  Farnam  St..  Omaha.  Neb. 

ARE  YOy  INTERESTED  IN  TANNING  ? 

With  my  formulas  you  can  tan  any  pelt  or 
hide  and  be  certain  of  good  results  every 
time.  Your  skins  dry  soft.  All  the  usual 
loss  of  time  and  hard  work  is  eliminated  by 
my  up-to-date  methods.  Money  saved  is 
money  made.  Write  for  full  particulars, 
formulas,  etc.,  and  complete  instructions  are 
only  $3.00  postpaid.  EDWIN  DIXON.  Taxi- 
dermist  and  Tanner.  Unionville. '  )ntario. 


STEVENS 


WHEN  YOU  SHOOT 

You  want  to  HIT  what  you  are  aiming  at 
— be  it  bird,  beast  or  target.  Make  your 
shots  count  by  shooting  the  STEVENS. 
For  41  years  STEVENS  ARMS  have 
carried  off  PREMIER  HONORS  for  AC- 
CURACY.   Our  line: 

Rifles,  Shotguns,  Pistols 


Ask,  your  Dealer — in- 
sist on  the  Stevens. 
If  you  cannot  obtain, 
we  ship  direct,  ^■.r- 
press  prepaid^  upon 
receiptofcatalosfprice 


bena  4  cts.  in  staniDS 
for  140-page  Catalog- 
of  complete  output.  A 
valuablebook  ofrefer- 
ence  for  present  and 
prospective   shooters. 


Beautiful  three-color  Aluminum  Hanger  will 
be  forwarded  for  10  cents  in  stamps. 

J.  Stevens  Arms  k  Tool  Co., 

p.  O.  Box  4096 
CHICOPEE  FALLS,  MASS.,  U.  S.  A. 
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52nd  Thousand  !       52nd  ! 
BIRD    GUIDE. 

BY  CHESTER  A.  REED.  S.  B. 

Author  of  North   American  Birds  Eggfs,  and  witti  Frank  M.  Chapman  of  Color  Key  to  North  American    Birds 
Editor  of  the  American  Bird  Magazine. 

This  is  a  popular  pocket  guide  and  text  book  to  ALL  THE  LAND  BIRDS  EAST 
OF  THE  ROCKIES,  from  the  Parrots  to  the  Bluebirds.     It  is  prepared  especially  for 

teachers  and  students,  after  years  of  study  as  to  their 
needs.  It  has  the  following  points  of  superiority  over 
any  other  Bird  Book: 

COLORED  ILLUSTRATIONS.— Every  bird  is 
shown  in  natural  colors,  including  females  and  young 
when  they  differ. 

SCOPE. — All  the  land  birds  east  of  the  Rockies 
are  included.  It  gives  the  range  and  habit  of  each 
bird,  their  songs  as  nearly  as  they  can  be  written,  and 
description  of  their  nests  and  eggs. 

SMALL  SIZE.^ — It  can  easily  be  carried  in  the 
pocket,  measuring  but  3x5  inches.  200  pages,  bound 
in  flexible  sock  cloth  or  leather.  We  have  made  the 
price  of  the  book  as  low  as  possible  considering  the 
good  workmanship  and  material  that  is  used.  It  is  so 
low  that  anyone  can  afford  it,  but  no  one  can  afford  to 
be  without  it 

IT  NAMES  THE  BIRDS  FOR.  YOU 

Bound  in  flexible  sock  cloth,  postpaid 

so  CENTS 

Five  cloth  bound  copies  for  $2.00  postpaid 

Bound  In  flexible  leather,  75cts.     Five  copies  for  $3.00  postpaid. 

We  want  agents  in  every  city,  town  and  school.  Good  commissions. 
Send  for  prospectus  of  Bird  Books  and  sample  copy  of  the  AMERICAN 
BIRD  MAGAZINE. 


CHAs.  K.  re:ed. 


WORCESTER..  MASS. 
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BARGAINS 


IN 


DATA 


BLANKS 


In  printing  our  "Standard  Cata- 
logue" we  had  a  lot  of  Datas  printed 
on  what  would  otherwise  have  been 
waste  paper  and  have  decided  to  give 
our  patrons  the  benefit  of  our  gain. 

We  can  furnish  five  (5)  styles  and 
will  send  prepaid,  your  choice,  at 
12c.  per  100  of  $1  per  1000.  The  small- 
est size  or  No.  1,  at  10c.  per  100  or 
75c.  per  1000.  Special  rates,  any 
style,  on  5,000  or  10,000  lots. 

Send     1c.     stamp     for 
sheet  of  sample  styles 

Quotations  Good  for  this  lot  and   Un- 
til Present  Stock  is  Exhausted  Only 

Address  as  you  prefer  either 

ERNEST  H.  SHORT,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 
or  FRANK  H.   LATIN,  Albion,   N.  Y. 


BENJAMIN     HOAG, 

MAGAZINE    SUBSCRIPTION    AGENCY, 

STEPHENTOWN,  NEW  YORK. 

I  can  SHve  you  money.  I  want  all  your 
renewals  and  new  subscriptions.  Let  me 
quote.  Any  Magazine  or  Newspaper  pub- 
lished. Complete  new  catalogue  ready  in 
November.  It  will  contain  classified  list  and 
all  the  principal  combinations  offers.  Send 
for  it. 

Here  are  some  of  the  best  conibmations 
ever  offered.  Subscribe  now.  All  SrBSCRiP- 
TioNS  May  Be  New  or  Renewals.  Books 
Prepaid. 

Condor  and  Outing 13  00 

Outing.  Oologist,  Wilson  Bulletin  and 

Maine  Journal 3  00 

Bird  Lore,  Outing  and  Maine  Journal  ...  3  00 

Auk  and  Outing 4  10 

Outing.  Auk,  Oologist,  Condor,  Bird  Lore, 
Wilson  Bulletin  and  Maine  Journal ....  8  00 

Outing,  McClure  and  Oologist 3  00 

McClure  and  Condor ■  2  25 

Forest  and  Stream  and  Outing 3  80 

Forest  and  Stream  and  Recreation 3  80 

Outing  and  The  Warblers  of  N.  America  i  20 
Feathered  Game  of  the  N5rtheast,  by  W. 

H.  Rich  and  Outing vv;--  *  ^ 

Forest  and  Stream  and  "Davies  Nests 

and  Eggs" •• 3  65 

Outing,  and  either  your  choice.  Chap- 
man's Color  Key  or  Reed  North  Amer- 

ican  Birds  Eggs 3  50 

I  will  duplicate  any  combination  magazme 
azine  or  book  offers  made  by  any  agency  or 
publisher.    Simply  remit  their  rates. 

BENJAMIN     HOAG, 

Stephentown,  New  York. 


TO     ALL     INTERESTED. 
REMEMBER. 

I  furnish  collections  covering  one  or  several 
branches  of  Natural  History  for  study  or 
museum  purposes  at  Special  reduced  rates. 
Don't  fail  to  write  me.  I  will  quote  you  on 
your  line  of  wants  or  I  will  furui.sh  a  general 
assortment  that  will  fit  your  purse  and  be 
sure  to  please. 


ERNEST  H. 


Box    173 


SHORT. 

Rochester,  N. 


Wanted. 


BACK    NUMBERS    OOLOGIST. 

Vol.  Ill,  No's.  4  and  6. 
Vol.  IV,  No's  1  and  3-4. 
Vol.  V,  No.  6. 

Will  allow  a  subscription,  2  exchange  or 
sale  notices  or  50c.  worth  of  goods  for  any  of 
these  issues.  Also  want  on  same  terms  at 
25c.  each.  Vol.  XIV,  1897,  No's  3  and  12,  and  at 
Sc.  each,  Vol.  XXIII,  No.  11.    Address, 

MGR.  OOLOGIST,  Chili,  N.  Y. 
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GUN  FOR  SALE. 

A  new  unused  Stevens  double  barrel,  breech 
loading  shot  gun.  Especially  made  with  re- 
inforced breech  for  smokeless  powder.  Top 
lever,  rebounding  locks,  choke  bore,  J 2  ga., 
30  in.    bbls.     $18.00  cash  gets  it. 

ERNEST  H.  SHORT, 
Chili,  N.Y. 


JUST    OUT 

A  NEW  UP-TO-DATE 

Check  List  of  North  American  Birds 

Contains  all  new  additions  and  changes  to  A.  O.  U.  list 
arranged  according  to  A.  O.  U.  Nomenclature  and  giving  both 
common  and  scientific  names.     i6  pages  on  good  paper. 

PRICE 

3c  each.  30c  per  dozen.  $2.00  per  hundred 

ADDRESS 
OOLOGIST,  Albion,  N.  Y.    or    ERNEST  H.  SHORT,  Chill,  N.  Y. 


The  OoLOGiST, 

A  MONTHLY  PUBLICATION  DEVOTED  TO 

OOLOGY,  ORNITHOLOGY  AND  TAXIDERMY. 


WANTS,  FOR  SALES  AND  EXCHANGES. 

Brief  Special  announcements  "  Wants,"  "  Elxchanges,"  "  For  Sales,"  inserted  in  this  de- 
partment for  25  cents  per  25  words.  Notices  over  25  words  charged  at  the  rate  of  1-2  cent  for 
each  additional  word.    No  notice  inserted  for  less  than  25  cents.    Terms,  cash  with  order. 

Strictly  first-class  specimens  will  be  accepted  in  payment  at  1-3  list  rates. 


Vol.  XXIV.    No.  U. 


ALBION,  N.  Y.,  NOV.,  1<J07. 


Whole  No.  244 


Take  Notice. 

Examine  i  hu  ninnher  following'  your 
name  on  tho  wrapper  nf  tliis  month's 
Oologist.  It  denotes  when  your  sub- 
S(;ript  (in    OX]  iro  I    or   will    expire. 

Remember  we  must  be  notified  if 
you  wish  paper  discontinued  and  all 
arrearage;  rnust  be  paid. 
209  your  subscription  expired  Dec.  1904 
242  vour  sub.si'ription  expires  with  this  issue 
245    ■  "  ••  "  Dec,  1907 

257    "  "  •'  ■•         Dec.  1908 

Inter  ve  Mate  numbers  can  ei'=!ily  be 
deter r.-'inerl.  If  we  have  >"ou  creclite  1 
wrong   wo   wiph   to   rectify. 

Entered  as  second-cla-a  matter  De- 
cembed  21,  1903,  at  the  post  olhce,  at 
Alliion.  N.  y..  uniler  the  Act  of  Con- 
gro:- i   of  March   3,   1879. 

LANTERN  SLID!:.s.-A  lot,  maay  2nd 
grade  (a  little  dense  or  ihin),  a!l  fair,  some 
very  good  for  be.^t  c.i>h  or  exchaiiL'e  offer. 
B.  S.  BOWDISH.  Demarest.  N    ^  . 

TO  EiX  C  H  A  N  (i  K.  -  Sets  IsT  hi 
297a  1-8,  707  1-4.  487  1-0,  32  11,  64  1-1,  ^85  1-4. 
Also  shells  and  curios.  Wanted  Hrst  class 
sets.  Address.  ERNEST  H.  SHORT.  Box 
173,  Rochester,  N.  V. 

WANT.— I'.'sigs  in  sets  a.'ul  good  liidiiiti 
relics.  I  offer  tgu's,  shells  ami  showy  mourn- 
ed butterflies.  ERNES  I  H.  SHORT,  Box  17.'?, 
Rochester  N,  Y. 

WANTED. -Eggs  and  skins  of  New  Zeal- 
and birds.  J.  A.  YOUN(.,233,  W.2:^rd  Street, 
New  York. 

MINER.\LS,  Marine  shells  and  curios. 
Indian  rel'c  s,  etc.  to  ex(lian!?e  for  Mrst  class 
sets  with  data.  W.  L.  (iUIFKl.N  Box82.Sta, 
A,,  Soraerse-,  K.v. 

FOR  EXCHANGE.-I  have  a  lineiy  mount- 
ed male  Rich.irdson  Owl.  V\'ouid  like  lo  ex- 
change it  for  A  I  >'ireat  Horned  Owl.  Address 
F.  M.  KILBnitN.  Fort  Fairtield.  Maine, 


U.  S.  xVND  FOREIGN  coins,  Indian  Relics, 
etc.,  to  exchange  for  books  I'ertaining  to 
history,  science,  ria\el.  fictiin,  ete.  No 
postals  answeri  d.  Write,  W.  J.  ENGLAND, 
Caro,  Michigan. 


OFFER— A  long  series  of  rare  and  beautiful 
buftei  Hies  f  loni  all  pari  sof  the  World,  either 
spread  or  in  iiajers  for  a  first  class  collection 
of  stamps.  Also  wanted  first  class  bird 
skins,  e-gs  with  datii.  LEVI  W.  MENGEL, 
Boys'  Hii.-h  School,  Reading,  Pa. 

LIVKGolden  Eagle,  line  healthy  bird, $10.00. 
Pair  live  Ameiic  an  (iothawks,  $5.00.  C  P. 
FORGK,Ca.in,:ii.  ^fau. 

SOME  CHEAP  SKIXS  FOR  SALE. -Pair 
very  tine  \rtic  Hort  ed  Dwls,  male  and 
femiile.  $7..5U  pair  or  $4.00  each;  Snowy  Owl. 
2i)d  <la-s.  $1.00:  Quail,  25c,  large  brown  bear 
skull,  $1.25:  one  slightly  damaged,  50c;  Wolf 
skulls.  oOc  each.  CHRIS  P.FORGE.  Car- 
man. .Manitoba. 

FOB  EXCHANGK.-A  lot  of  English  and 
Enropean  eggs  in  singles  for  sets  or  nests 
preferred.  LE\A  IS  BROWN.  303  Huron  St.. 
Toronto,  Canada. 

I'OB  EXCHAN(iE.— Fine  sets  of  eggs  of 
following  spec  es  f<u-  others  not  in  ray  col- 
lection. No's.  9,  .37.  40.  145.  269.1,  297a  327, 
3'8,  342,  353.  354,  354a.  362,  370a,  376,  536,  534.  618, 
654a,  639,  748.  THOMAS  H.  JACKSON,  304  N. 
Franklin  St..  West  Chester,  Pa.  N.  3.  t. 

ANIMAL  SICINS  for  mounting,  salted, 
entire,  (skull  and  leg  bones.)  Bull  Elk,  12 
points.  $60.00:  15ull  Moose,  large,  $75.00;  White 
tail  Deer,  $12.00;  Mule  Deer,  $25.00;  all  fine 
beads.  Lynx.  $10.(i0;  Red  Fox.  $4.00;  Otter. 
*16.00;  Badger,  $:-:.O0;  P.ru-h  Wolf,  large,  $5.00; 
Coyote.  $4.00;  Martin.  $15.00;  Weasel,  white, 
75e.;  Gray  Squirrel,  $1.00;  Fox  do.  $1.00;  Flying 
do.  $1.00.  CHRIS  P.  FORGE,  Taxidermist 
and  Collector,  Carman,  Manifol^a 

PLACE  YiiUR  ORDER  now  for  fresh 
skin-:  of  Snowy,  Great  Cirey.  Hawk,  Richard- 
son. Sawwhet,  Western,  and  Artie  Horned 
Owls,  (.'nlden  Eagles.  Sharp-tailed,  Ruffled 
and  Spruce  Grouse  I'aririe  Hen.  American 
(iosbawks,  Os;.ieys,  etc  C.  P.  FORGE, 
Carman,  ISIanitoba. 


STAMPS.— To  exchange  for  birds'  eggs  or 
skins.  Also  a  few  skins  and  eggs  to  trade  for 
same.  F.  T.  CORLESS.  804  E.  14  St.  N.,  Port- 
land, Or.  Jy.7.  t. 
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WILL  EXCHANGE  for  otbers,  full  sets  of 
1.  5. 11.  47,  53,  65,  70,  77,  80, 120,  132.  146,  190,  191, 
194,  201,  202.  212,  214,  219,  263.  273.  300.  308.  316,  326 
331,  333,  335,  337,  337a.  339.  341.  342.  355.  367,  373, 
378,  387,  388,  390,  406,  412,  423,  444.  461,  488,  494,  533, 
540,  581,  584,  595,  612.  613,  (illi.  627,  (152,  659.  674.  681, 
684,  687,  725,  727,  735,  755,  756,  and  228,  658  and  679 
for  equally  rare  and  valuable  eggs.  O. 
REIXECKE,    400    Elm    St.,  Buffalo,  N.    Y. 

N.  2.  t. 


T.  Reed  &  Co.,  4  Duke  St.,  Char- 
ing Cross,  London,  W.  C,  England 

have  for  sale  rare  Asiatic.  African.  Australian 
South  American  and  European  birds'  eggs. 
List  2  cent  stamp.  Nov.  2.  t. 


THE  ONLY  ISSUE  OF  THE 

WARBLER 

FOR-     1907 

Is  now  resLdy    to  send  ovit.    It  contains 

56  pages   and  one   haLnd-colored  PIa.te- 

Following  is  the  Table  of  Corvtents  : 


Contents. 

Plate.   Eggs  of  the   Santa     Catalina 

Partridge    1 

The  Breeding  of  the  Arctic  Towhee  2 
By  P.  B.  Peabody 

Rock  Wren  the  Cliff  Dweller 7 

By  P.  B.  Peabody 
Field  Notes  from  the  Upper  Penob- 
scot,   Maine    15 

By  J.  W.  Clayton 
Notes   on    Some   Experiments   Made 
on  the  Buzzard  of  Carolina.  ..  .19 
By  John   Bachman 
An   Essay   on   the   Migration   of  the 

Birds   of  North  America 24 

By  John   Bachman 
Breeding  of  Harlan's  Hawk  in  Iowa. 41 

By  Charles  R.  Keyes 
Long  Island   Bird   Notes   for  1907.. 46 

By  John  Lewis  Childs 
A    Marvelous    Collection    of    Unpub- 
lished   Bird    Songs 49 

By  John   Lewis  Childs 
The    Childs    Library    of    North    Am. 
Ornithology    54 

Price  One   Dollar  Per  Copy. 

JOHN    LEWIS   CHILDS 
Floral   Park,  N.  Y. 


'S   GREATEST    COLLECTORS'    MAGAZINE 

FOUNDED  IN   I89S 

The  Philatelic  West  and  Camera  News 


Combines  Collectors'  and  Post  Card  World 
and  Dozen  Other  Papers. 
SUPERIOR,  NEBR.,  U.  S.  A. 

The  oldest  largest  monthly  American  Col- 
lector's Paper  published.  Over  100  pages 
each  issue,  replete  with  interesting  reading 
and  advertising  illustrated  pertaining  to 
Stamps.  Curios,  Coins,  Postal  Cards  and 
Entire  Covers,  Mineral.s.  P>irds.  Kelics  of  all 
kinds.  Cameras,  Etc.  Over  3600  pages  issued 
in  2  years. 

An  unimitated  expen'-ive  meritorious 
featuie  is  the  publication  in  each  number  of 
illustrations  of  leading  collectors  and  dealers 
of  the  world.  A  possessor  of  complete  files 
has  a  valuable  and  interesting  collection, 
worthy  of  preservation. 

<  XHcial  Organ  of  over  40  popular  societies, 
y'l. 000  members.  The  review  of  all  papers  of 
all  languages  is  an  attractive  addition.  In- 
teresting matter  from  French.  German, 
Latin,  and  from  all  foreign  English  papers  in 
each  number. 

50  cts.  for  I  2  numbers;  foreign,  $  I  or  48. 

ADVERTISERS 

A  word  with  you;  that  collectors  appreciate 
the  above  attractive  features  is  evidenced  by 
our  large  and  growing  subscription  list. 
The  West  circulates  ali  over  the  world.  Over 
12,000  ads  in  2  years. 

Trial  Ad  I  cent  per  word  in  Trade  Calumn;  3 
times  for  price  of  2. 

L.  T.  BRODSTONE. 

Pvjblisher.  Superior,  Nebr.  (L'.  S.  A.) 


60    YEARS- 
EXPERIENCE 


Trade  Marks 
Designs 
....  Copyrights  &c. 

Anyone  sending  a  sketch  and  description  may 
quicltly  ascertain  our  opinion  free  whether  an 
invention  is  probably  patentable.  Communica- 
tions strictly  confidential.  HANDBOOK  on  Patents 
sent  free.  Oldest  agency  for  secunns  patents. 

Patents  taken  through  Munn  &  Co.  receive 
tpecial  notice,  without  charge,  in  the 

Scientific  Jlitiericait. 

A  handsomely  illustrated  weekly.  I,argest  clr- 
cnlatioii  of  any  scientific  journal,  lerms.  1<J  C 
year  ■  four  months,  (L   Sold  byall  newsdealers. 

MUNN  &Co.3«'«"''''"'»' New  York 

Branch  OflQce.  626  F  St^  Washington.  D.  C. 


•Ill-:  00  1,00 [ST. 
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STILL    LEADIN 


FIfTH  EDITION  LATTIN'S  STANDARD  CATALOGUE  OE 


North  American   Birds   Eggs 

With  Oologist  One  Year,  Both  for  50c. 


Compiled  by  Frank  H.  Lattin  and 
Ernest  H.  Short,  with  the  assistance 
of  many  prominent  American  Oclo- 
gista. 

A  Complete  Up-to-date  Check  List 
•of  North  American  Birds,  including 
Introduced  Sp'ecies,  giving  correct  ex- 
change values  en  all  species  whose 
o'^gs  are  procurable  at  this  time.  Ar- 
ranged  according   to   A.   O.   U.    Nome- 


clature,  but  giving  Ridgway's  and 
Coues'  numbers  also.  Printed  on 
one  side  cf  page  only  leaving  it  in 
convenient  form  for  making  notes  in 
or  using  for  labelling  purposes. 
Bound  in  light  board  covers.  Neat  in 
style.  Handy  in  shape  (just  goes  in- 
to  full  government  envelope). 

Postpaid  25c  each.    Six  for  $1.25. 


Address  ERNEST  H.  SHORT,  Manager  Oologist,  Chili,  N.  Y. 


Learn  Taxidermy. 


Naturalists,  Oologists 
and  Sportsmen  should 
all  know  how  to  correct- 
ly mount  all  kinds  ol 
birds  and  animals.  WE 
TEACH  TAXIDERMY 
]iY  MAIL.  Complete 
course  in  lolessons.  This 
is  one  of  the  most  de- 
llijhtful  and  fascinating  of  arts.  Easily 
learned.  STANDARD  METHODS.  En- 
dorsed by  all  leading  taxidermists.  Many 
of  the  best  known  naturalists  of  the  country 
are  numbered  amone  our  students.  If  you 
want  to  learn  TAXIDERMY,  we  desire  to 
submit  our  proposition  in  full.  Send  TODAY 
for  our  new  illustrated  CATALOG  and  sam- 
ple copy  of  The  TAXIDKRM  Y  M  AGAZINE. 
ROTH  FREE.  THE  X.  \V.  SCHOOL  OF 
TAXIDERMY,  76  Farnain   St  .  O-n'iha.  Neb. 

TO     ALL     INTERESTED. 


REMEMBER. 

I  furnish  collections  covering  one  or  several 
branches  of  N.\tural  Histouy  for  study  or 
museum  purposes  M  Speciai,  reduced  rates. 
Don't  fail  to  write  me.  I  will  quote  you  on 
your  line  of  wants  or  I  will  furnish  a  general 
assortment  that  will  fit  your  purse  and  be 
sure  to  please. 

ERNEST  H.  SHORT, 
Box    173  Rochester,  N.  Y. 


THE     CONDOR 

A     Bi-Monthly    Magazine    of    Western 
Ornithology 

Edited  by  J.  GRINNELL. 

"The  photographic  illustrations 
are  worth  the  price  of  subscription." 
alone  are  worth  the  price  of  subscrip- 
tion."—The   Critic. 

The  Condor  begins,  with  1907,  its 
ninth  volume.  A  special  feature  of  this 
volume  includes  in  each  issue,  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  series  of  remarkable 
photographs  of  wild  birds  by  Mr.  H. 
L.  Bohlman  and  Mr.  W.  L.  Finley. 

SPECIAL  OFFER:— By  special  ar- 
rangements with  Messrs.  Finley  and 
Bohlman,  is  enabled  to  offer  anyone 
sending  One  Dollar  and  Fifty  Cents 
for  a  NEW  subscription  for  one  year, 
and  mentioning  this  offer,  a  5x7  un- 
mounted, copyrighted  photograph  of 
bird    life. 

OR,  a  copy  of  November,  1906  issue 

and  Vol.   9,   1907,   complete,   for  $1.50. 

Subscription  $L50.     Sample  Copy  30c. 

H.  T.  CLIFTON,   Business  Manager, 

P.  O.  Box  404,  -  Pasadena,  Cal. 
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Birds  and  Bird  Homes 

"AS  THEY  WERE  SNAPPED." 

Our  portfolio  of  fine  Half  Tone  reproductions  of  twenty-three- 
good  photos  of 

Birds   and    Birds'    Nests   from   Nature 

BRIEF  DESCRIPTIONS 

Includes  Studies  in 

PROTECTIVE  COLORATION 
BIRO  ARCHITECTURE  AND 
YOUNG    BIRDS.    :     :     :     :     : 

COVER  IN  COLORS.        UNCUT  EDGE.        TIED  BACK 

Postpaid,  25  cents.     With  The  Oologist  one  year,  both  50  cents. 
Address  MANAGER  OOLOGIST,  CHILI,  N.  Y. 

I  CombinaLtion  Offer.  < 

►  We  Offer  Oolo-iist  nne  >ear  ^ 
^              and  Rt-ed's  "North  American  Birds  E^gs,"  ^ 
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Can    Birds    Distinguish      Their      Own 
Eggs. 


In  the  August  number  of  the  "Oolo- 
gist"  I  noticed  with  much  interest 
the  paper  by  Mr.  Burgess  on  a  num- 
ber of  field  experiments  on  birds,  in 
regard  to  the  power  of  the  individual 


to  distinguish  her  eggs  from  those  of 
another  species.  I  have  for  years 
past  been  interestd  in  this  same  sub- 
ject and  have  noticed  some  very 
strong  things  in  the  power  of  some 
birds  being  a'ble  to  tell'  the  individual 
eggs  and  some  birds  that  seemed  to 
know  no  difference  whatever  in  one 
egg  from  another. 

We  all  know  about  the  Cowbirds 
and  the  English  Cuckoo's  parastic 
habit  of  depending  upon  the  efforts 
of  another  species  to  hatch  and  bring 
up  their  young  and  how  the  Yellow 
Warbler  will  sometimes,  when  the 
Cowbird's  egg  is  laid  before  her  own, 
build  a  second  nest  aibove  and  attach- 
ed to  the  first  in  order  to  get  rid  of 
the  intruding  egg,  and  at  other  times 
be  able  to  kick  it  out  of  the  nest  rath- 
er than  incubate  it.  This  of  course  is 
a  natural  condition,  with  a  bird  when 
hatched  all  ready  to  be  able  to  ac- 
cept food  given  it  by  its  foster  par- 
ent. But  the  strange  thing  to  me  is 
why  a  bird  in  some  species  can  neith- 
er distinguish  weight,  shape  or  color, 
as  is  very  well  shown  by  the  experi- 
ments of  Mr.  Burgess. 

This  year  I  tried  putting  two  robins 
(merula  migratoria)  in  a  kingbird's 
I  tyrannus  tyrannus)  nest  which  al- 
ready had  two  eggs.  This  as  may  be 
seen  a  case  of  a  tyrannidae  hatching 
eggs  of  a  species  of  turdidae,  two 
widely  separated  species.  The  king- 
bird flew  back  to  the  nest  in  a  few 
moments  and  without  noticing  the 
changed  color  and  the  nest  being 
more  filled  with  eggs  settled  down 
and  began  to  incubate  apparently  per- 
fectly  contented. 
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A  few  daj'S  later  I  investigated  the 
nest  and  found  the  toird  still  setting 
on  two  of  her  own  and  two  robins' 
eggs  never  having  laid  any  more 
eggs;  thus  apparently  showing  that 
the  bird  had  some  control  over  lay- 
ing and  had  found  that  she  had  all 
the  eggs  that  she  could  cover. 

I  again  looked  up  my  bird  and 
found  two  young  birds  of  both  spec- 
ies, but  the  robins  were  a  very  thin 
looking  pair  of  birds.  Three  days 
after  this  the  birds  were  found  dead. 
Now  in  my  mind  the  kingbird  was 
not  able  to  feed  them  in  the  right 
way  and  not  that  she  was  able  to  tell 
that  they  were  not  of  her  own  kind. 
For  if  she  could  have  told  this  how 
is  it  that  she  could  not  tell  blue  from 


brown  spots  on  a  white  background. 

Besides  the  kingbird  I  tried  chang- 
ing eggs  with  two  warblers;  two 
closely    allied    species. 

On  June  18th  I  found  the  nest  of 
a  black  and  white  warbler  (miniotil- 
ta  varia)  with  four  fresh  eggs  as 
shown  in  the  accompaning  picture. 
Near  this  nest  I  found  another  nest 
belonging  to  a  pair  of  yellow  warb- 
lors    (dendroica    aestiva)    which    also 


contained    four    fresh 


After 


lihntographing  the  nest  of  the  form- 
er I  took  the  eggs  and  replaced  them 
with  the  yellow  warblers  and  then 
stepped  back  to  watch  the  affect. 

In  a  few  moment  sthe  'bird  came 
back,  went  deliberately  to  the  nest 
looked    at    the    eggs    hopped    in,    and. 
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after  nestling  down  on  them  remain- 
ed perfectly  quiet,  never  having  no- 
ticed any  change  whatever.  Her 
whole  manner  was  that  of  a  bird  in 
perfectly  confidence,  not  in  the  least 
shy  or  suspicuous  of  any  change 
whatever;  her  first  glance  to  see  if 
the  eggs  were  there  was  enough  to 
place  her  at  ease.  She  ccntinueJ  to 
set  on  the  eggs  till  within  a  few  days 
of  their  hatching,  when  some  animal, 
poS'Si'bly  a  skunk,  broke  up  the  nest. 
•  In  the  case  of  Hawks  and  screech 
owls,  the  hawks  in  particular,  I  am 
not  sure  that  they  can  either  distin- 
guish color,  size  or  their  own  egg.  I 
have  tried  them  in  a  number  of  ways 
even  having  had  Red-shouldered 
hawks  hatch,  but  not  rear,  eggs  of  a 
totally   different   species. 

Now  these  cases  are  instances  of 
where  the  birds'  do  not  know  their 
eggs  or  those  of  another  color,  but 
let  us  pass  on  to  the  Canada  goose. 

A  few  years  ago  I  had  several  pairs 
of  Canada  geese  ('branta  canadensis) 
in  capticity,  some  of  them  being 
birds  wingtiped '  and  caught,  the  rest 
w^ere  raised  in  captivity.  Every  year 
while  I  kept  these  birds  1  had  very 
good  chances  to  watch  them  building 
their  nests  and  'hatching  the  young. 
These  birds'  I  am  absolutely  convinc- 
ed knew  not  only  their  own  goslings 
from  the  time  they  hatched  ibut  each 
jgg.  And  what  is  more  I  could  not 
come  within  a  mile  of  fooling  them 
on  the  goslings,  and  unless  the  egg 
was  a  good  one  they  would  not  ac- 
cept it  and  some  times  not  even  then. 

For  instance  in  the  case  of  a  young 
•pair  of  birds  that  have  never  before 
laid,  after  building  a  nest  and  depos- 
iting one  egg  in  it,  they  left  it  and 
the  next  day  started  another  nest. 
This  seemed  strange  to  me  and  rath- 
er than  loose  the  egg  I  put  it  in  the 
new  nest,  and  the  bird  laid  her  next 
egg    in    the    first    nest.      I    could    not 


understand  why  the  bird.s  did  not 
want  this  egg,  but  decided  rather 
than  bother  them  again  I  would  put 
it  under  a  hen.  This  was  done,  but 
after  two  weeks  incu'bation  the  egg 
was  found  to  be  infertile.  The  same 
bird  laid  five  other  eggs  in  the  origin- 
al nest  and  hatched  them  all.  Now 
she  knew  that  that  egg  was  no  good 
and  knew  it  well  enough  not  to  be 
fooled  by  seeing  it  in  another  nest; 
yet  this  egg  to  me  looked  the  same  as 
any  other  unsoiled  goose  egg. 

In  one  other  case  with  the  geese  I 
had  reason  to  want  to  mix  three  eggs, 
among  another  setting  so  as  to  have 
the  geese  rear  them  rather  than  a 
hen.  I  marked  the  eggs  with  a  lead 
pencil'  line  so  that  I  could  tell  them 
in  case  the  hirds  should  push  any  of 
the  nine  eggs'  out  of  the  nest  and  al- 
so to  be  sure  as  to  which  eggs  the 
birds  would  reject,  if  any. 

After  having  placed  them  in  the 
nest  I  went  off  some  distance  and 
waited  with  a  pair  of  glasses  for  de- 
velopments. It  was  not  long  before 
the  goose  came  jback  to  resume  her 
duties  of  incubation.  She  stopped 
when  close  to  the  nest  and  gave  it  a 
good  look  and  then  leaned  over  and 
began  gently  pokeing  at  the  eggs 
with  her  beak,  and  so  far  as  I  could 
see  she  was  trying  to  work  out  the 
foreign  egsg  and  not  her  own.  But 
it  might  have  been  that  she  was 
merely  arranging  them  in  new  posi- 
tions, it  looked  to  me  very  much  as 
though  she  knew  something  was 
wrong.  The  nest  happened  to  be  an 
unusually  deep  one,  having  been  built 
in  a  depression  in  the  ground,  so  she 
was  unable  to  roll  out  any  of  the 
eggs  even  though  she  wished  to  and 
after  working  sometime  on  them  she 
nestled  down  and  finally  hatched 
eight  goslings.  In  this  case  the  old 
bird  certainly  knew  that  something 
was   not   right,    possibly      that     there 
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were  too  many  eggs  but  it  certainly 
appeared  as  though  she  knew  her 
eggs   from  the  strangers. 

In  regard  to  this  matter  of  a  bird 
knowing  its  own  eggs  it  would  be  of 
great  interest  to  me  and  without 
doubt  to  Mr.  Burgess  to  hear  from 
some  of  the  'bird  men  who  havemurre 
and  other  bird  colonies  near  at  hand 
as  to  whether  these  birds  can  tell 
their  eggs  or  if  they  merely  sit  on 
any  one's  egg  that  by  chance  has  not 
been   claimed. 

L.  Brooks,  Boston,  Mass. 


AUTUMN    WARBLER    MIGRATION. 

Extracts    From    a    Reprint   of  an    Arti- 
cle in  the  "Auk"  for  July,  '07,  by 
Permission    of  the    Author. 
BY   J.    CLAIRE    WOOD. 

(Continued  from  last  number.) 
Blue-Headed  Vireo  (Vireo  solitar- 
ius). — One  adult  male  Oct.  9.  First 
seen  in  1905  on  Sept.  28  and  common 
that  date  and  on  Oct.  5.  Last  seen 
Oct.  8 — one  sepecimen. 

Black  and   White   Warbler   (Mniotil- 
ta  varia). — Less  common  than  usual; 
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not  mere  than  five  seen  in  one  day 
.and  usually  one  or  two.  Only  adult 
male  Sept.  15,  but  adult  males  are  al- 
ways rare  in  autumn.  Octo'ber  birds 
have  all  been  adult  and  junior  fe- 
males. 

Golden-Winged  Warbler  (Helmin- 
thophila  chrysoptera). — Last  seen  Au- 
gust 26,  one  'bird.  This  was  a  male 
-but  whether  adult  or  junior  is  uncer- 
tain as  it  was  not  secured.  Last  seen 
August   20,    1905 — a   fine   adult   male. 

Yellow  Warbler  (Dendroica  aesti- 
va). — Last  seen  August  17 — an  adult 
male.  Six  noted  August  12,  appeared 
to  be  adult  males.  Last  seen  in  l&OS 
August  19.  That  season  I  gave  the 
species'  especial  attention  and  secur- 
ed questionable  birds — all  adult  males 
liowever,  from  and  inclusive  of  July 
30. 

Cerulean  Warbler  (Dendroica  ceru- 
lea). — Last  seen  August  26 — an  adult 
male.  Last  seen  August  24,  19:05 — 
twenty  specimens (  being  adults  and 
juniors  of  both  sexes  but  mainly  the 
latter. 

Chestnut-Sided  Warbler  (Dendroica 
pensylvanica). — One  specimen  Sept. 
3  and  one  Sept.  23 — both  junior 
males.  Last  seen  Sept.  3,  1905 — ^fif- 
teen  noted  and  all  junior  'birds,  the 
two  secured  being  males. 

Ovenbird  (Seiurus  aurocapillus), — 
Not  taken  after  Sept.  5  and  nothing 
known  as  to  age  and  sex  of  the  later 
birds.  Not  taken  in  1905  though  com- 
mon. 

Northern  Yellow-Throat  (Geothlypis 
trichas  brachidactyla). — Have  taken 
no  adult  males  after  mid-September 
and  the  very  latest  have  been  junior 
females. 

Yellow-Breasted  Chat  (Icteria  vir- 
ens). — Last  seen  July  29 — -an  adult 
female  in  Grosse  Pointe  Township. 
Undoubtedly  occurred  later  'but  this 
was  my  last  visit  to  that  locality. 
More    common    in    Gratiot      Township 


where  at  least  six  pairs  nested  in 
190G. 

American  Redstart  (Setophaga  rut- 
icilla.) — Last  seen  Oct.  7 — a  junior 
bird.  The  three  noted  Sept.  3  were 
adult  maleSi.  Last  seen  in  1905  was 
an  adult  male  Oct.  5,  and  in  1904  two 
adult  males  Oct.  2.  Adult  males  are 
not   common   during   Septem'ber. 

Nashville  Warbler  (Helminthophila 
rubricapilla). — Five  ibirds  were  noted, 
all  adults,  the  Sept.  23  specimen  be- 
ing a  female  and  the  remainder 
males.     Absent  in  autumn  of  1905. 

Tennessee  Warbler  (Helmintho- 
phila peregrina). — The  most  common 
species  Sept.  5  to  15,  and  the  first  in 
total  num'ber  of  individuals'  for  the 
season.  Met  with  every  day  afield 
until  Oct.  19.  The  Sept.  3  and  5 
birds  were  mainly  adults  'but  the 
junior  birds  took  the  lead  from  Sept. 
7  to  Octo'ber.  The  two  Oct.  14  speci- 
mens were  adult  male  and  junior  fe- 
male. More  abundant  than  in  1906 
and  absent  in  1904. 

Western  Parula  Warbler  (Com- 
psothlypis  americana  ramalinae.)  — 
Three  birds  noted  and  all  adults,  the 
Oct.  7  specimen  being  a  male  and  the 
remainder  females. 

Cape  May  Warbler  (Dendroica  tig- 
rina.) — All  adult  birds  except  two 
junior  females,  one  secured  Sept.  3 
and  the  other  Sept.  30.  This  is  the 
first  time  I  have  met  with  the  species 
here.  They  ranked  seventh  in  total 
number  of  individuals  for  'the  season. 

Black-Throated  Blue  Warbler  (Den- 
droica caeruiescens). — First  noted 
Sept.  3 — an  adult  male  and  female. 
From  Sept.  5  to  Oct.  14,  both  inclu- 
sive, there  was  a  mixture  of  both 
sexes  and  ages.  The  Oct.  23  bird  was 
a  junior  female.  Fourth  in  total  num- 
ber of  individuals  for  the   season. 

Myrtle  Warbler  (Dendroica  maculo- 
sa).— Not  enough  taken  to  judge  pro- 
portion of  age  and  sex  to  dates.  Sec- 
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ond  in  total  number  of  individuals 
for  the  season.  Much  less  abundant 
than,  in  1905  and  departed  earlier. 
Mr.  Edward  Arnold  informs  me  he 
has  seen  this  species  in  January  near 
Battle  Creek,  Michigan. 

Magnolia  Warbler  (Dendroica  ma- 
culosa.)— The  junior  birds  first  ap- 
peared Sept.  3  and  the  daults  on  the 
15.  The  three  Sept.  30  birds  were 
two  adults  and  one  junior — sexes  not 
known.  Sixth  in  total  number  of  in- 
dividuals for  the  season. 

Bay-Breasted  Warbler  (Dendroica 
castanea). — All  junior  birds  and  an 
equal   number  of   each   sex. 

Black-Poll  Warbler  (Dendroica 
striata.) — The  most  common  species 
Sept.  3,  and  third  in  total  number  of 
individuals  for  the  season.  Mixed 
adulis  and  juniors  throughout  Sep- 
tember. All  the  Octoiber  birds  were 
adults,  mostly  males,  but  the  last 
specimen  was  a  female.  There  is  no 
authentic  record  of  this  species  oc- 
curring here  in  spring  but  I  saw  that 
was  probably  a  small  flock  May  30, 
19'a5. 

Blackburnian  Warbler  (Dendroica 
blackburniae). — Eight  birds  noted  in 
all,  the  only  adult  being  the  Oct.  9 
bird;    this  was  a  male. 

Black-Throated  Green  Warbler 
(Dendroica  virens). — First  noted  Sep- 
tember 9,  an  adult  female;  then  a 
mixture  of  both  sexes  and  ages  in- 
clusive of  Oct.  9.  The  two  of  Oct.  14 
were  adult  females  and  the  Oct  21 
bird  was  not  secured.  Fifth  in  total 
numher  of  individuals  for  the  season. 
Palm  Warbler  (Dendroica  palmar- 
um.) — One  specimen,  an  adult  fe- 
male Oct.  7. 

Water  Thrush  (Seiurus  novebora- 
censis). — Birds  secured  were  of  both 
sexes  but  ages  uncertain. 

Connecticut  Warbler  (Geothlypis 
Philadelphia). — The   two   birds     noted 


were  adults.  Absent  in  spring  but 
taken   spring  and  autumn  of  1905. 

Canadian  Warbler  (Wilsonia  cana- 
densis).— One  of  the  August  26  birds 
vcas  an  adult  male,  the  first  in  au- 
tumn   for   three  years. 

The  following  list  gives  the  date  of 
the  last  summer  residents  and  the 
number  seen;  also  first  and  last  date,, 
with  the  number  seen  of  the  transi- 
ent species,  together  with  date  of 
greatest  abundance  and  the  numher; 
also  everything  noted  in  Octo'ber.  A* 
indicates  that  one  or  more  were  tak- 
en on  the  date  to  which  it  is  prefixed. 

THE   QUAIL  TRAP. 

Our   Hello  Birds — Whippoorwill   Lodge 

— Red     Ruff's      Family — Rise     and 

Fall    of    Bcbwhite — Some    Song's 

and   Some  Singers. 

(Norwich,  Conn.,  Bulletin.) 
The  Quail  Trap,  June  26,  1907.— The 
English  neighborhood  was  put  in 
■phonic  connection  with  the  rest  of 
the  world  this  week,  and  the  local 
birds  were  quick  to  take  advantage 
of  the  equipment.  Our  thrashers^ 
finches  and  larks  sing  from  it;  it  is 
the  favorite  hunting  stand  for  king- 
birds, and  nowhere  else  can  our  three 
kinds  of  swallows  be  seen  so  wholly 
at  rest.  Now  only  the  parent  swal- 
low are  on  the  wires,  but  in  two 
weeks  there  will  be  families  of  six 
and  eight,  and  in  two  mo'Uths,  endless 
lines  of  hirundines  will  herald  the  fall 
migration. 

In  holes  and  crevices  below  the  in- 
sulators, in  old  telegraph  poles,  I  have 
found  breeding  sparrowhawks, 

wacups,  downies,  bluebirds,  robins^ 
kingbirds,  and  many  white-bellied 
swallows.  Before  the  pole  was  sunk 
here  the  holes  were  left  uncovered 
several  days',  and  trapped  many  frogs 
and  toads  and  a  few  young  birds.  Be- 
fore  the  current   was    turned   on   two 
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"woodcock  were  picked  up  under  our 
■wires.  In  former  years  I  have  eaten 
a  dozen  woodcock  out  of  season,  pick- 
ed up  by  teamsters  and  farmers  un- 
der electrical  network,  and  not  half 
the  woodcock  killed  in  this  way  are 
ever  found.  These  fatalities  should 
strengthen  the  argument  in  favor  of 
■underground  wires. 


them  from  walls  in  the  sunny  open 
fields.  There  are  very  few  night- 
hawks  in  the  neighborhood,  and  but 
one  unmated  "mosquito-hawk"  on  our 
farm. 


With  more  reason  than  most  whip- 
poorwill  lodges,  our  bungalow  could 
be  named,  after  the  weird  bird  of  the 
gloaming.  Promptly  at  8  p.  m.  the 
birds'  beg'in  berating  each  other  from 
the  north,  east  and  south.  We  note 
no  difference  in  the  voices  of  individ- 
uals; distance  only  makes  any  change 
in  modulation  or  volume.  On  the 
morning  of  June  15  one  began  calling 
at  2  o'clock  from  our  geranium  rook- 
ery, and  till  the  big  cuckoo  clock 
chimed  3  he  never  for  a  second  stop- 
ped his  clamor.  As  often  and  as  reg- 
ularly as  the  pendulum  swung,  and 
with  as  little  change,  this  bird  inces- 
santly called,  and  then  for  fifteen  min- 
utes had  a  duet  with  a  rival  back  of 
the  cattery.  Then  as  the  sun  rose, 
thrashers  sang  the  music  of  the 
spheres.  The  next  evening  a  pair  of 
mating  whips  dashed  into  the  face  of 
Mrs.  Rawson  at  the  cottage  door;  but 
now  the  entire  veranda  is  securely 
screened  in,  so  that  we  cannot  be 
troubled  hy  day-flyers,  duck-stingers 
and  Birds  That  Pass  in.  The  Night.  I 
have  found  but  two  pairs  of  whip- 
poorwills'  eggs  in  the  last  seven  years 
—one  back  of  the-  cattery  here,  and 
one  as  early  as  June  3,  at  Whippoor- 
will  ledge,  on  Plain  Hill,  Norwich. 
The  marbleized  eggs  are  on  the  bare 
leaves  with  no  depression,  and  the 
sitting  female  cannot  be  distinguish- 
ed from  the  surroundings.  We  often 
see  the  males,  however,  perched 
lengthwise  on  limbs  of  trees,  but  not 
till   this    summer     have     we     started 


An  excellent  set  of  sixteen  ruffed 
grouse  eggs  was  found  by  a  lineman 
cutting  poles  for  our  new  telephone.  I 
have  not  seen  so  large  a  set,  but  Ju- 
nius A.  Brand  found  a  set  of  16  in 
Rockwell's  woods'.  The  many  clutches 
run  across  by  Thomas  Trumbull  and 
myself  when  hawking,  ranged  from 
11  to  14.  The  neighborhood  teacher 
took  her  scholars  over  to  Whippoor- 
will  ledges  in  our  woods  on  Flag  day, 
and  had  an  experie^nce  seldom  enjoy- 
ed by  school  children  a-birding.  They 
surprised  an  old  partridge  with  her 
unfledged  brood,  and  they  picked  up 
for  a  moment  and  then  faced  one  or 
two  of  the  tiny  chicken  pets.  The  old 
hen  charged  the  boy  as  she  did  us 
in  the  same  woods'  a  few  days  before. 
Only  in  this  last  case  the  mother  was 
bold  enoug-h  to  face  an  entire  school. 


Two  bobwhites  were  shot  from  a 
covey  below  the  village  last  fall,  but 
by  the  intervention  of  the  farmer  the 
rest  of  the  covey  was  saved  and  win- 
tered nicely  with  little  attention.  This 
and  the  depleted  covey  on  our  farm 
are  the  only  bunches  of  quail  where 
there  used  to  be  one  hundred  coveys 
before  the  annihilating-  winter  of  four 
years  ago.  In  those  golden  days  be- 
fore the  hlizzard  the  large  Snow  farm 
between  North  and  South  W^oodstock 
appeared  to  he  the  center  of  quaildom 
hereabouts'.  Twenty  nests  of  bob- 
white  in  one  season  is  the  record  for 
this  farm — one  nest  holding  20  eggs. 
On  our  own  farm  that  year  w^ere 
three  quails'  nests  within  six  rods  of 
the  back  door.  Cats  caught  the  mother 
quail  off  her  nest  near  the  barnyard 
of   the    Snow    place,    and   cats    caught 
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the  quail  which  once  ventured  to  nest 
on  the  lawn  of  the  Brand  place  in 
Norwich. 


There  should  be   a  whole  bird-world 

of  squabs  in  mid-June;  but  is  a  week 
ffone  and  no  wailing  of  baby  orioles 
in  the  elmtops,  redwings  have  incom- 
plete sets  of  eggs,  and  many  thrashers 
in  full  song  have  just  begun  to  build. 
Four  kinds  of  warblers,  who  usually 
have  full  sets  June  4th,  are  still  cov- 
ering eggs,  phoebes  have  not  hatch- 
ed, and  quail  and  goldfinches  have  not 
paired.  Bobolinks  are  strangely  si- 
lent, and  we  do  not  know  whether  it 
is  the  quiet  incident  to  breeding  or 
■due  to  some  mortality.  The  May 
frosts  killed  many  tanagers  and 
orioles.  Mrs.  Foster  Child  picked  up 
here  several  stiff  and  stark  female 
orioles.  The  field  corn  is  a  fortnight 
behindhand  and  crows  have  more 
thoroughly  robbed  the  nests  on  our 
preserve.  I  saw  them  at  two  robins' 
nests  in  the  orchard  early  this  morn- 
ing. They  managed  to  spy  out  and 
destroy  an  exquisitely  marked  set  of 
five  thrasher's  eggs  well  hidden  on 
the  ground  in  a  thicket  of  hawthorn 
and  red  osier. 


The  variation  in  the  voices  of  our 
birds  at  home  is  more  noticeable  than 
usual  this  year.  We  see  no  variety 
in  the  singing  of  grosbeaks,  tanagers, 
indigos,  catbirds,  rohins  and  purple 
finches — one  scorebook  answers  for 
all.  But  no  two  of  our  brown  thrash- 
ers present  the  same  song,  and  there 
is  a  wide  difference  in  the  music  of 
the  bungalow  song  sparrows.  We  have 
one  midday  singing  thrasher  in  the 
north  meadow  with  so  long  a  reper- 
tory we  ought  not  to  class  him  with 
other  common  performers.  Nearer 
home,  we  have  another  still  greater 
brown  thrush  with  a  'cello  voice  of 
good  range,  flexible,  and  with  a  throat 
full  of  original  trills.  He  entertains 
ns  in  t^  norning  from  an  apple  tree 
ne"  ittage,    and   at   evening   in 

he  thrills  us  from  a  sas- 
ver   the   Friendship    Cat- 
nore  oriole — a  newcom- 
rts — has'  deceived     me 
ly  by  the  resemblance 
he  veery's  song.    The 
strange     crack     or 
>  flutes  no  more  in 
is  on  Broadway.   I 


have  before  referred  to  the  wild 
mockingbird  which  far  excelled  its 
rivals  at  Pinehurst.  And  still  the 
palm  must  be  given  to  the  caged  St. 
Augustine  mocker  cheaply  priced  at 
$5'0'0  which  can  outsing  Italia's  night- 
ingales or  the  bulbuls  of  the  Orient. 
C.   L.    RAWSON. 

Review. 

Report  of  New  Jersey  State  Mu- 
seum,   Cloth,    Illustrate,   190G. 

Contains  besides  the  regular  mu- 
seum report,  "The  Amphibians  and 
Reptiles  of  New  Jersey,"  by  Fowler, 
covering  Salamanders,  Snakes,  Toads, 
Frogs,  Uzards  and  Turtles,  and  also 
a  supplement  to  the  1905  report  on 
Fishes'  of  New  Jersey  by  same  au- 
thor. In  addition  to  the  numerous 
text  cuts  there  are  122  fine  page 
plates. 

A  valuable  addition  to  the  scant  sci- 
entific bibliography  on  these  Orders. 


FEATHERED  GAME  OF  THE 
NORTHEAST 

By  WALTER  H.  RICH.  With  illustra- 
tions by  the  author.  450  pages, 
8vo,  cloth,  $3.00,  net.  Postage,  30 
cents  extra. 
Here  is  a  genuine  sportsman's  book, 
and  at  the  same  time  one  which  is  at 
once  interesting  to  the  general  reader 
and  professional  ornithologist.  It  is 
true  that  the  casual  reader  will  find 
a  great  deal  of  detailed  description 
which  he  will  omit  unless  on  the  look- 
out for  some  special  type  of  bird.  But 
interlarded  with  all  this  necessary 
and  painstaking  material  he  will  find 
many  hunting  yarns  and  bits  of  out- 
door wisdom  which  he  cannot  afford 
to  neglect.  The  book  is  written  by  a 
practical  sportsman — one  who  has 
hunted  nearly  every  bird  in  New  Eng- 
land which  he  describes';  it  is  devot- 
ed to  the  so-called  "game  birds,"  and 
while  it  has  been  the  author's  intent 
to  write  of  them  for  the  man  whose 
nature  study  has  been  conducted, 
Roosevelt-like,  in  the  open  air  and 
over  a  gun^barrel,  it  should  interest 
all  lovers  of  bird  life. 

Some  ninety  birds  are  carefully  de- 
scribed and  located,  nearly  all  of 
them  being  illustrated  in  excellent 
full-page  half-tones.  Special  atten- 
tion has  been  given  to  their  common 
names  and  habits  on  their  feeding 
grounds. 
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Subscribers,     Advertisers 

N  OTIC  E 


FIRST.  In  line  with  the  decision  recently  published  by  the  "Condor'^ 
and  for  the  same  reasons,  i  e.  That  the  provision  for  scientific  collecting 
under  the  Song  Bird  Law  did  not  contemplate  commercial  collecting. 

The  Publisher  and  Manager  of  this  paper,  the  "Oologist,"  hereby 
announce  that  they  will,  beginning  with  this  issue  and  hereafter,  decline 
all  advertisements  or  sale  notices  offering  to  buy  or  sell,  N.  American  bird 
skins  or  eggs  for  cash  except  game  birds  and  birds  of  prey. 

SECOND.  Hereafter  the  "Oologist"  will  be  sent  only  to  subscribers 
whose  subscriptions  are  fully  paid  in  advance. 

All  premium  offers  except  as  printed  in  this  issue  or  hereafter  are 

hereby  withdrawn.     A  statement  of  account  to  date  will  soon  be  sent  all 

who  are  in  arrears  and  those  who  ha\'e  not  se^-fled  in  accordance  with 
terms  thereon  by  January  ist  will  be  dropped. 

Canadian  Subscribers  Notice.  Owing  to  the  increased  Canadian 
postage,  combination  and  premium  offers  will  not  apply  to  Canada  sub- 
scriptions unless  accompanied  by  12  cents  per  year  extra. 

F.  H.  LATTIN.  E.  H.  SHORT, 

Publisher.  MaLnaLger. 
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52nd  Thousand  !       52nd  ! 
BIRD    GUIDE. 


By  CHESTER  A.  REED,  S.  B. 

Author  of   North   American  Birds  Eggs,  and  with  Frank  M.  Chapman  of  Color  Key  to  North  American    Birds 
Editor  of  the  American  Bird  Magazine. 

This  is  a  popular  pocket  guide  and  text  book  to  ALL  THE  LAND  BIRDS  EAST 
OF  THE  ROCKIES,  from  the  Parrots  to  the  Bluebirds,     h  is  prepared  especially  for 

teachers  and  students,  after  years  of  study  as  to  their 
needs.  It  has  the  following  points  of  superiority  over 
any  other  Bird  B(Jok: 

COLORED  ILLUSTRaTIO.NS.— Every  bird  is 
shown  in  natural  colors,  including  females  and  young 
when  they  differ. 

SCOPE  -yUnhe  land- birds  east  of  the  Rockies 
are  i  deluded.  It  gives  the  range  and  habit  of  each 
bird,  their  songs  as  nearly  a-  they  lan  be  written,  and 
description  of  their  ne-ts  and  eggs. 

SMALL  SIZE. — It  can  easily  be  carried  in  the 
pocket,  measuring  but  3x5  inches.  200  pages,  bound 
in  flexible  sock  cloth  or  leather.  We  have  made  the 
price  of  the  book  as  low  as  possible  considering  the 
good  workmanship  and  material  that  is  used.  It  is  so 
low  that  anyone  can  afford  it,  but  no  one  can  afford  to 
be  without  it. 

IT  NAMES  THE  BIRDS  FOR  YOU 

Bound  in  flexible  sock  cloth,  postpaid 

SO   C  E  N  TS 

Five  cloth  bound  copies  for  $2.00  postpaid 

Bound  in  flexible  leather,  75cts.     Five  copies  for  $3.00  postpaid. 

We  want  agents  in  every  city,  town  and  school.  Good  commissions. 
Send  for  prospectus  of  Bird  Books  and  sample  copy  of  the  AMERICAN 
BIRD  MAGAZINE. 


CHAS.  K.  R£:ED. 


worce:ster..  mass. 


THE  OOLOGIST. 


175 


OOLOGY  OF  NEW  ENGLAND 

By  E.  A.  CAPEN. 

A  Full  and  Complete  Description  of  the  Eggs  Nests  and  Breeding 
Habits  of  all  the  Birds  known  to  Breed  in  New  England. 

Complete  in.  One  Qua.rJo  Volume 

— WITH— 

Three    Hundred    a-nd    Twenty   Three  (323)   Full  Sized  Lithogra.phic 
Illustra-tions,  Colored  True  to  Na.ture, 

This  magnificent  volume  was  published  in  1885  at  $15.00  net  and  has 
long  been  out  of  print. 

Last  summer  among  the  effects  of  the  late  E.  A.  Capen  a  few  copies  of 
this  valuable  work  uncut,  untrimmed  and  unbound,  but  each  copy- 
assembled  and  wrapped  ready  for  the  binder,  were  unearthed,  and  although 
"out  of  business"  the  undersigned  secured  them.  If  interested  write  or 
order  a  copy  before  it  is  too  late.  Highly  endorsed  by  all  leading  orni- 
thologists. 

Address,  FRANK  H.  LATTIN.  M.  D.. 

Albion.  N.  Y. 

Jg^'Parties  wishing  to  procure  a  copy  of  Capen's  should  address  the 
above  who  will  quote  best  price  or  advise  where  the  same  can  be  obtain- 
ed— if  obtainable.  The  few  copies  I  possess  are  being  distributed  among 
my  old  "  O.  and  O."  friends  at  a  nominal  rate.  F.  H.  L. 


3ust  the  Thtn^  for  His  Cfarlafmaa 
MODEL  B 

Bull  Dog  Suspenders 

"\4  THE  S-'T\!vDAP.D  because  they  fit,  because  they  contain  more 
and  better  rubh,;r  tlian  other  makes,  allowing  easy,  free 
movement  of  the  bociy  in  every  position;  bccaus"  they  have  gold-gilf 
metal  parts.  gTaarantced  not  to  rustor  tarnish,  and  because  the  cord 
ends  arc;  F'ron^er  th:in  usuaUy  found  in  suspenders,  preventing  them 
from  frayiug  and  wearing  through. 

THEY  OUTV-E.VR  THREE  ORDESARY  KI?fDS.  'WHirH  MEANS 

THREE  TIj.es  TLE  SERVlt,E  OF  VtUAL  50  CENT  SORTS. 

The  Most  Comfortable  Suspenders  Made  for  Man,   Y'outh  or  Boy 

In  I  l"ht.  Heavy  or  Extra  Heavy  Weights.  Extra  LongWo  Extra  Cost) 

Sensible,  Inexpensive  Gifts  Every  Man  and  Boy  Will  Gladly  Receive 

FOE    THE    BEST    INSIST    ON    MODEL    B    BULL    DOG    SUSPENDEB», 

REWES  &  POTTER.   Dept. 
87  Lincoln  St.  Boston,  Mass. 

Our  useful   Bttll  Dog  StrspEHDBR  Comb    and  Case  mailed   for  10c.    postage. 

Instructive  booklet,    "Style,  or    How  to  Dress  Correctly," 

f  rc-e  if  you  mention  this  publication. 
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GUN  FOR  SALE. 

A  new  unused  Stevens  double  barrel,  breech 
loading  shot  gun.  Especially  made  with  re- 
inforced breech  for  smokeless  powder.  Top 
lever,  rebounding  locks,  choke  bore,  l2  ga., 
30  in.    bbls.     $18.00  cash  gets  it. 

ERNEST  H.  SHORT, 
Chili,  N.Y. 

JUST    OUT     I 

t 

4- 


A  NEW  UP-TO-DATE 

eck  List  of  lorlli  kerican  Birds 

^  Contains    all    new    additions    and    changes    to    A.    O.    U.    list 

arranged    accordinji    to  A.  O.  U.  Nomenclature    and    gi\ing    both 
common  and  scientific  names.      i6  pages  on  good  paper.  1. 


; 


PRICE 

3c  each.  30c  per  dozen.  $2.00  per  hundred 


<► 


ADDRESS  ; 

OOLOGIST,  Albion,  N.  Y.    or    ERNEST  H.  SHORT,  Chili,  N.  Y.      T 


The  Oologist. 

A  MONTHLY  PUBLICATION  DEVOTED  TO 

OOLOGY,  ORNITHOLOGY  AND  TAXIDERMY. 


WANTS,  FOR  SALES  AND  EXCHANGES. 

Brief  Special  announcements  "  Wants,"  "  Exchanges,"  "  For  Sales,"  inserted  in  this  de- 
partment for  25  cents  per  25  words.  Notices  over  25  words  charged  at  the  rate  of  1-2  cent  for 
each  additional  word.    No  notice  inserted  for  less  than  25  cents.    Terms,  cash  with  order. 

Strictly  first-class  specimens  will  be  accepted  in  payment  at  1-3  list  rates. 


Vol.  XXIV.    No.  12.  ALBION,  N.  Y.,  DEC,  1907. 


Whole  No.  245 


Take  Notice. 

Examine  the  number  following  your 
name  on  the  wrapper  of  this  month's 
Oologist.  It  denotes  when  your  sub- 
scription expired  or  will  expire. 

Remember  we  must  be  notified  if 
you  wish  paper  discontinued  and  all 
arrearages  must  be  paid. 
209  your  subscription  expired  Dec,  1904 
245  vour  subscription  expires  with  this  issue 
267    "  "  "  '•  Dec.  1908 

Interm.ediate  numbers  can  easily  be 
determined.  If  we  have  you  credited 
wrong   WG   wish   to   rectify. 

Entered  as  second-class  matter  De- 
cembed  21,  1903,  at  the  post  office,  at 
Albion,  N.  Y.,  under  the  Act  of  Con- 
gress of  March  3,  1879. 

LANTERN  SLIDES.-A  lot,  many  2nd 
grade  (a  little  dense  or  thin),  all  fair,  some 
very  good  for  best  cash  or  exchange  offer. 
B.  S.  BOWDISH.  Demarest,  N.  Y. 

TO  E»X  CHANGE.  -  Sets  187  ~i 
297a  1-8,  707  1-4,  487  1-6,  32  M,  64  I-l,  385  1-4. 
Also  shells  and  curios.  Wanted  first  class 
sets.  Address,  ERNEST  H.  SHORT,  Box 
173,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

WANT.— Eggs  in  sets  and  good  Indian 
relics.  I  offer  eggs,  shells  and  showy  mount- 
ed butterflies.  ERNEST  H.  SHORT,  Box  173, 
Rochester,  N.  Y. 

STAMPS.— To  exchange  for  birds'  eggs  or 
skins.  Also  a  few  skins  and  eggs  to  trade  for 
same.  F.  T.  CORLESS,  804  E.  14  St.  N.,  Port- 
land. Or.  Jy.  7.  t. 

FOR  EXCHANGE.— Fine  sets  of  eggs  of 
following  spec'es  for  others  not  in  my  col- 
lection. No"s.  9.  37.  40,  145,  269.1,  297a  327, 
328.  342,  353,  354.  354a.  362,  370a.  376.  536,  5.34.  618. 
654a,  fi39.  748.  THOMAS  H.  JACKSON,  304  N. 
Franklin  St..  West  Chester.  Pa.  N.  3.  t. 


OFFER— A  long  series  of  rare  and  beautiful 
butterflies  from  all  partsof  the  World,  either 
spread  or  in  papers  for  a  first  class  collection 
of  stamps.  Also  wanted  first  class  bird 
skins,  eggs  with  data.  LEVI  W.  MENGEL, 
Boys'  High  School,  Reading,  Pa. 


WILL  EXCHAN 

1,  5, 11,  47,  53,  65,  70, 
194.  201,  202.  212,  214, 
331.  333,  335,  337,  337a 
378,  .387,  .388.  390,  406, 
510.  581,  584,  595,  612. 
684,  687,  725,  727,  735, 
for  equally  rare 
REINECKE,    400 


GE  for  others,  full  sets  of 
77.  80,  120,  132.  146.  190,  191, 
219,  263.  273.  .300.  308.  316,  326 
.339.  341,  342,  355.  367,  373, 
412,  423,  441.  461.  488,  494,  533. 
613.  616.  627,  652,  659,  674.  681. 
755.  756.  and  228,  658  and  679 
and  valuable  eggs.  O. 
Elm  St.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
N.  2.  t. 


CAMERA.— Seneca  No.  9,  4x5  longfocus,all 
adjustments.  O.  K.  for  birds,  etc..  as  will 
photograph  life  size.  Will  sell  at  less  than 
half  price.  CLIFTON  E.  WEB.STER,  North. 
Yakima.  Wash. 

WANTED.— Exchange  in  eggs  with  any  re- 
liable collector.  Skins  exchanged  for  eggs. 
Particularly  desire  607,  610a,  611a,  707a, 709, 711, 
.503. 504  and  505.  702,  with  nest,  H.  H. 
BAILEY.  Newport  News,  Va. 

FOR  SALE.— Complete  file  of  Osprey  ex- 
cepting October  a  id  December,  No.  of  Vol.  1 
an<I  3  No's,  of  Vol.  3.  Also  Vol.  5  of  Condor. 
All  for  $5.00  F.  O.  B.  W.  H.  BINGAMAN. 
Box  931,  Algona.  Iowa. 

FOR  SALE. -Auk  and  Nuttall  Bulletin. 
Complete  up  to  and  including  1907.  Thirty 
twi )  Vols,  in  all.  The  entire  set  is  bound  in 
half  morocco  excepting  the  last  two  Vols,  of 
the  Auk.  An  extra  fine  set.  Price  one  hun- 
dred dollars  for  the  set.  PHILIP  LAURENT, 
31  East  Mt.  Airy  Ave.,  Philadelphia.  Penn. 

WANTED.-Birds'  eggs  from  Cuba.  Philip- 
pines, Hawaii  and  Laysan  Islands.  Offer 
cash  or  exchange.  M.  KUSCHEL.  Guhrau. 
Germany,  Bz  Breslau. 

WANTED.- Bird  skins  No.  209.210,211,211a, 
211b,  213.  217.  218,  222,  225,  227.  229,  231,  232,  233. 
235.236.237,238,243.244,  245,  250,  251,  252,  2.56a, 
258.  259,,  261,  262,  264,  265.  266,  267,  268,  269,  270, 27L 
272.  272a.  274.  275,  276,  277.  277a,  279,  281,  283.  283.1. 
285.  286.  287,  289a.  291.  292.  292a,  292b,  293a.  296, 
297a.  297b,  297c,  298.  298b.  298c,  299.  Also  others 
not  on  list.  Offer  in  exchange,  mounted  bird, 
bird  skins,  eggs  in  sets,  and  singles.  Please 
send  list.  JESSE  T.  CRAVEN.  811  Roosevelt 
Ave.,  Detroit,  Mich. 
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FOR  SALE.— Fine  mounted  Carolina  Paro- 
quet, $12.00;  Oreat  Gray  Owl,  $4.00;  Texan 
Kingfisher,  $3.25;  Whistling  Swan,  $10.00, 
skins;  English  Pheasant,  male,  female,  at 
$2.00  each;  Red  King  Bird  Paradise. $3.00.  All 
A  No.  1.  W.  .J.  WIRT,  Oriole  Museum  of 
Natural  Science,  Knowlesville,  N.  Y. 

AUK  AND  NUTTALL'S  Bulletin  complete 
up  to  and  including  1907.  Thirty-two  Vols, 
in  all.  The  entire  set  is  bound  in  half  mo- 
rocco excepting  the  last  two  Vols,  of  the  Auk. 
Price  $100.  PHILIP  LAURENT,  31  East  Mt. 
Airy  Ave.,  Philadelphia,  Penn. 

WORLD'S   GREATEST    COLL[CTORS'    MAGAZINE 

FOUNDED  IN  1895 

The  Philatelic  West  and  Camera  News 

Combines  Collectors'  and  Post  Card  World 
and  Dozen  Other  Papers. 
SUPERIOR,  NEBR.,  U.  S.  A. 

The  oldest  largest  monthly  American  Col- 
lector's Paper  published.  Over  100  pages 
each  issue,  replete  with  interesting  reading 
and  advertising  illustrated  pertaining  to 
Stamps,  Curios,  Coins,  Postal  Cards  and 
Entire  Covers,  Minerals,  Birds,  Relics  of  all 
kinds.  Cameras,  Etc.  Over  3600  pages  issued 
in  2  years. 

An  unimitated  expensive  meritorious 
feature  is  the  publication  in  each  number  of 
illustrations  of  leading  collectors  and  dealers 
of  the  world.  A  possessor  of  complete  files 
has  a  valuable  and  interesting  collection, 
worthy  of  preservation. 

Official  Organ  of  over  40  popular  societies, 
35,000  members.  The  review  of  all  papers  of 
all  languages  is  an  attractive  addition.  In- 
teresting matter  from  French,  German, 
Latin,  and  from  all  foreign  English  papers  in 
each  number. 

50  ct8.  for  I  2  numbers;  foreign,  $  I  or  48. 

ADVERTISERS 

A  word  with  you;  that  collectors  appreciate 
the  above  attractive  features  is  evidenced  by 
our  large  and  growing  subscription  list. 
The  West  circulates  all  over  the  world.  Over 
12,000  ads  in  2  years. 

Trial  Ad  I  cent  per  word  in  Trade  Calumn;  3 
times  for  price  of  2. 

L.  T.  BRODSTONE. 

Pviblisher.  Superior,  Nebr.  (^7.  S.  A.) 

THE  ONLY  ISSUE  OF  THE 

WARBLER 

FOR.     1907 

is  noAV   reai.dy    to  send  ovit.    It  contains 
56  pages    and  one   hai.nd-colored  Plo-te- 

Prlce  One   Dollar  Per  Copy. 

JOHN   LEWIS  CHILDS 

Floral   Park,  N.  Y. 


Prices   for  Back  Numbers  of  the 
YOUNG    OOLOlUST   AND    THE    OOLOGIST 

will,  during    1908,    remain  as  below: 

After  which  the  prices  of  many  num- 
bers will  be  advanced  and  possibly  not 
obtainable  at  any  price.  Should  you 
desire  back  numbers  to  complete  your 
file,  NOW  is  the  time  to  purchase.  You 
can  never  obtain  them  for  less  money 
and  possibly  not  at  any  price,  as  our 
stock  ranges  from  only  1  to  25  copies 
jf  an   issue. 

Prices  for   1907-08  Are  as  Follows: 

Complete  file,  $12.00. 

No.    32    is   75   cents. 

Nos.  1,  14,  18,  21,  23-24,  31,  34-35,  42, 
53,  86.  89.  Ill,  130,  132,  137.  139,  140, 
153,   158,  are   50  cents  each. 

Nos.  9,  66-67.  76,  77,  78,  79.  88,  90,  100, 
113,  138,  146,  are  25  cents  each. 

Nos.  11,  13,  14,  15,  16,  54,  55,  56,  75, 
87,  123.  127,  128,  129,  144.  149,  are  15 
cents   each. 

Nos.  19.  20,  22,  27,  28,  38,  39,  40,  45, 
50.  60,  61,  63,  64,  65,  70,  74,  80,  93,  114, 
115,  126,  133,  135,  are  10  cents  each. 

3aF"AlI    other    numbers    5c.    per    copy. 

For  $12  will  send  prepaid  a  copy  of 
every  issue  ever  published,  No.  1  to 
225.  This  offer  includes  your  subscrip- 
tion   through    1906. 

My  prices  for  back  numbers  of  the 
YOUNG  OOLOGIST  and  OOLOGIST  in 
volumes,  are  as  follows: 

Vol.   I,   1884-5,   Nos.    1   to   12 $   .90 

Vol.   II.   1885.   Nos.    13   to   14 50 

Vol.    Ill,    1886,    Nos.    15    to    20 90 

Vol.    IV,    1887,   Nos.    21    to   25-26 1.00 

Vol.    V,    1888,    Nos.    27    to    38 1.50 

Vol.  VI,   1889,  Nos.   39  to  50 75 

Vol.  VII,   1890,  Nos.   51   to  62 75 

Vol.  VIII,   1891,  Nos.   63   to  74 75 

Vol.   IX,  1892,  Nos.  75  to  86 90 

V^ol.    X,    1S93,    Nos.    87    to    98 1.00 

Vol.   XI,    1894,   Nos.    99   to   110 50 

Vol.   XII,    1895,   Nos.    Ill    to   122 1.00 

Vol.  XIII,   1896,  Nos.   123  to   127 50 

Vol   XIV,   1897,   Nos.    128   to   139 1.50 

Vol.   XV,    1898,    Nos.    140   to    149 60 

Vol.  XVI,   1899,  Nos.   150  to   161 75 

Vol.  XVII,  1900,  Nos.  162  to  171 50 

Vol.   XVIII,   1901,   Nos.    172   to   183..      .50 

Vol.  XIX,   1902,  Nos.   184   to   195 50 

Vol.  XX.   1903,  Nos.   196  to   197 10 

Vol.    XXI,    1904,   No.    198    to    209 50 

Vol.  XXII,  1905,  Nos.  210  to  221 50 

Vo!.  XXIII,  190(),  222  to  2:i;3 55 

For  $5  I  will  send  prepaid  a  copy  of 
every  issue  published,  Nos.  1  to  209, 
inclusive,  except  the  twenty-nine,  (29), 
25c.,  50c.  and  75c.  copies. 

For  $3.00  I  will  send  prepaid  every 
copy  published,  Nos.  1  to  209,  inclusive, 
except  the  sixty  copies  priced  above  at 
10c   or   over. 

—  BOlKsD  VOLUMES  — 

Can   l)e   fninished.   stronglj-   bound  In  cloth  and 
tioards,    as    follows: 
Vol.   I   and   II   YOUNG  OOLOGIST  bound  In 

one   volume $1.00 

Vol.  IX.  The  OOLOGIST  for  '92,  2U8  pages 
of  v;iluiihli-  nud  instructive  Oological 
:m(l  Ornithological  matter  with  many 
full    page    illustrations $1.00 

Or,  If  you  order  the  two  volumes  at  one  time, 
wo  will  send  them  by  return  mall  for  only 
$1.7.").  Lvery  student  of  birds,  their  nests  and 
eggs,  should  have  these  two  volumes  In  their 
library.  The  valuable  Information  tliey  contain. 
Is    worth     many    times    the    i)rice. 

Aditress     plainly. 

ERNEST  H.-  SHORT, 

Manag'er    of    Oologist, 

CHILI,     N,     T. 
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STILL    LEADING 

FIPTH  EDITION  LATTIN'S  STANDARD  CATALOGUE  OE 
North  American   Birds   Eggs 

With  Oologist  One  Year,  Both  for  50c. 


Compiled  by  Frank  H.  Lattin  and 
'Ernest  H.  Short,  with  the  assistance 
of  many  prominent  American  Oolo- 
gl&ts. 

A  Complete  Up-to-date  Check  List 
•of  North  American  Birds,  including 
Introduced  Species,  giving  correct  ex- 
change values  on  all  species  whose 
•eggs  are  procurable  at  this  time.  Ar- 
ranged according  to  A.   O.   U.   Nome- 


clature,  but  giving  Ridgway's  and 
Coues'  numbers  also.  Printed  on 
one  side  of  page  only  leaving  it  In 
convenient  form  for  making  notes  in 
or  using  for  labelling  purposes. 
Bound  in  light  board  covers.  Neat  in 
style.  Handy  in  shape  (just  goes  in- 
to  full  government  envelope). 

Postpaid  2.jC  each.    Six  for  $1.25. 


Address  ERNEST  H.  SHORT,  Manager  Oologist,  Chili,  N.  Y. 


Learn  Taxidermy. 


Naturalists,  Oologists 
and  Sportsmen  should 
all  know  how  to  correct- 
ly mount  all  kinds  of 
birds  and  animals.  VVE 
TEACH  TAXIDERMY 
BY  MAIL.  Complete 
course  in  15  lessons.  This 
is  one  of  the  most  de- 
lightful and  fascinating  of  arts.  Easily 
learned.  STANDARD  METHODS.  En- 
dorsed by  all  leading  taxidermists.  Many 
of  the  best  known  naturalists  of  the  country 
are  numbered  among  our  students.  If  you 
want  to  learn  TAXIDERMY,  we  desire  to 
submit  ourproposition  in  full.  Send  TODAY 
for  our  new  illustrated  CATALOG  and  sam- 
ple copy  of  The  TAXIDERMY  MAG.A.ZINE. 
BOTH  FREE.  THE  N.  W.  SCHOOL  OP 
TAXIDERMY.  76  Farnam   St.,  Omaha.  Neb. 

TO     ALL     INTERESTED. 


REMEMBER. 

I  furnish  collections  covering  one  or  several 
branches  of  Natural  History  for  study  or 
museum  purposes  at  Special  reduced  rates. 
Don't  fail  to  write  me.  I  will  quote  you  on 
your  line  of  wants  or  I  will  furnish  a  general 
assortment  that  will  fit  your  purse  and  be 
sure  to  please. 

ERNEST  H.  SHORT, 
Sox   173  Rochester,  N.  Y. 


THE  CONDOR. 

A    Magazine    of    Western    Ornithology. 

Official  Organ  Cooper  Ornithalogical  Club. 

In  Articles  by  Active  Ornithologists  Half- 
tones from  Life  Make-up. 

The  Delight  of  Bird  Students  and  Bird 
Lovers  Everywhere. 

Volume  10,  (1908)  Better  Than  Ever. 

Published  Bi-monthly. 

\nnual  subscription,  $1.50.  net.  in  advance. 
Single  copies  30 cents.    Foreign  subscription, 

11.75. 

J.    EUGENE    LAW,     Business    Manager, 
Hoiiywood,  Cal. 


T.  Reed  &  Co.,  4  Duke  St.,  Char- 
ing Cross,  London,  W.  C,  England 

have  for  sale  rare  Asiatic,  African  Australian 
South  American  and  European  birds  eggs. 
List  2  cent  stamp.  -><  ov.  i.  t. 
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Birds  and  Bird  Homes 

"AS  THEY  WERE  SNAPPED." 

Our  portfolio  of  fine  Half  Tone  reproductions  of  twenty-three 

good  photos  of 

Birds   and   Birds'    Nests   from   Nature 

BRIEF  DESCRIPTIONS 

Includes  Studies  in 

PROTECTIVE  COLORATION 
BIRD  ARCHITECTURE  AND 
YOUNG    BIRDS.    :    :    :     :     : 

COVER  IN  COLORS.        UNCUT  EDGE.        TIED  BACK 

Postpaid,  25  cents.     With  The  Oologist  one  year,  both  50  cents. 
Address  MANAGER  OOLOQIST,  CHILI,  N.  Y. 

►  CombinaLtion  Offer.  | 

We  Offer  Oologist  one  year  ^ 

and  Reed's  "North  American  Birds  Eggs,"  ^ 

New  illustrated  Key,  I2.50  postpaid,  all  prepaid  $2.60  ^ 

Oologist  one  year  ^ 

and  Chapman's  "Color  Key,"  ^ 

New   Color  Key  to  North   American   Birds,   $2.50   postpaid,  ^ 

all  prepaid $2.60  < 

Oologist  one  year  ^ 

^  and  "Frederick  Young"  < 

^  The  Natural  History  Novel,  prepaid $  .90  ^ 

p     Oologist /o«r  years,  Jan.  1905  to  Dec.  1908,  ^ 

►  and  "North  American  Birds  Eggs"  or  "Color  Key,"- • -$3,25  ^ 
^  Oologist /o«r  years,  as  above,  4 
t             and  a  copy  of  our  new  "Standard  Catalogue"    of    North  ^ 

►  American  Birds  Eggs $1.00      ^ 

p.      Oologist /bwf  years  and  "Frederick  Young," $1.40      ^ 


Ik.      The  Oologist  4  years,  and  "Land  Birds,"  Baird,  Brewer  &  Ridg.;      ^ 
^  New  Edition,  Colored  Plates,  price  $10.00,  for  $8.60.  ^ 


►  Address  m 
t                                  ERNEST  H.  SHORT.  ^ 

►  Manager  Oologist  Chili.  N.Y.       -4 
•AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA. 
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THE    OOLOGIST, 

A   Monthly    Publication   Devoted   to 
OOLOGY,  ORNITHOLOGY  AND  TAXI- 
DERMY. 

FKAinC    K.    LATTUT,    FnbliakM, 

ALBIOK,    S.    Y. 

EUTEST    H.     8H0ST.     Editor    ui4    lUB«<rw. 

OorreepoDdence  and  Items  of  Interest  to  tbe 
•tndent  of  Birds,  tbelr  Nests  and  BsfSi  solicited 
from    all. 

TERMS    OF    SUBSOEinriON: 

Blasle    subscription 50c   per   annam 

Sample  copies 5e  each 

The  aboTe   rates   include   payment  of   postace. 

Bach  subscriber  is  glren  a  card  good  tot  a 
Want,  Exchange  or  For  Sale  Notice.  (This  card 
Is  redeemable  at  any  time  within  one  year  from 
date  thereon.) 

Sabscriptions  can  begin  with  any  number. 
Back  numbers  of  the  OOLOGIST  can  be  fur- 
nished at  reasonable  rates.  Send  stamp  for  de- 
scriptions   and    prices. 

Remember  that  the  publisher  must  be  noti- 
fied by  letter  when  a  subscriber  wishes  his  pa- 
per  stopped,    and    all   arrearages   must    be   paid. 

ADVERTISING   RATES: 

5  cents  per  nonpareil  line  each  Insertion. 

12  lines  in  every  inch.  Seren  inches  In  a  col- 
lunn,    and   two   colunms   to   the   page. 

Nothing  inserted  for  less  than  25  cents.  No 
"special  rates,"  5  cents  per  line  Is  "net,"  "rock 
bottom,"  "inside,"  "spot  cash"  rate  from  which 
there  is  no  deTlation  and  no  commission  to 
agents.  If  yon  wish  to  use  5  lines  or  less  space 
It  will  cost  you  25  cents;  100  lines,  $5.00;  1000 
lines,  $50.  "Trade"  (other  than  cash)  adrer- 
tteements  will  be  accepted  by  special  arrange- 
Btent  only  and  at  rates  from  double  to  flye  times 
cash  rates.  Due  BUls  and  Cards  payable  in  ad- 
Tertlslng  will  be  honored  only  at  tegular  rates 
In  force  at  tbe  date  of  issuance  of  said  bill  or 
card. 

Remittances  should  be  made  by  Draft,  Ex- 
press or  Postofflce  Money  Order,  Registered 
Letter  or  Postal  Note.  Unused  D.  S.  Postage 
iitamps  of  any  denomination  will  be  accepted 
for  sums  under  one  dollar.  Make  Money  Or- 
ders and  Drafts  payable  and  address  all  sub- 
scriptions   and    communications    to 

ERNEST    H.    SHORT,    Editor    and    Manager, 
ChiU,    Monroe    Co..    N.    Y. 


Some    1906    Notes. 


On  May  5th,  while  up  near  May- 
field,  northeast  of  Gloversville,  I 
found  a  nest  of  the  Migrant  Shrike, 
Lanius  ludovicianus  migrans  (Was 
not  tjhis  excuhitorides? — ^Ed.)  in  a 
thorn-apple  tree,  10  feet  up.  The  nest 


contained  six  fine  eggs,  which  imme- 
diately attracted  my  attention  be- 
cause of  their  great  size.  Unfortun- 
ately the  eggs  were  very  far  incubat- 
ed and  I  only  took  two  of  them. 
These  are  typical  of  the  Migrant 
Shrike,  except  for  size,  measuring 
1.03  X  .72  and  1.01  x  .71  in.  respec- 
tively. They  are  in  the  collection  of 
the  State  Museum  at   Albany. 

On  June  2,  I  found  a  nest  of  the 
Nashville  W^arbler,  Helminthopila  ru- 
bricapilla.  The  nest  was  in  a  piece 
of  low  woodland  on  the  ground  and 
partially  roofed  over  like  an  Oven- 
bird's.  It  was  composed  of  pine 
needles,  etc.,  lined  with  finer  ones. 

The  eggs  were  four  in  number,  two 
of  which  were  accidentally  broken. 
On  all  sides  of  the  nest  except  the 
front  was  a  semi-circular  row  of  small 
maple  shoots.  The  old  birds  were 
very  shy  and  it  took  an  hour's  patient 
waiting  to  identify  the  species.  The 
eggs  were  white  in  color,  marked  del- 
icately at  the  larger  end  with  red- 
dish brown.  They  measured  .60x.46 
and  .56X.44  in.  respectively. 

On  June  3,  I  found  a  nest  of  the 
Black-billed  Cuckoo,  Coccyzus  ery- 
throphtalmus  and  nioticed  that  it  con- 
tained two  eggs.  While  over  there 
the  next  day,  I  happened  to  look  in- 
to the  nest  and  was  amazed  to  find 
four  eggs^.  I  am  certain  asi  to  the 
above  statements  and  have  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  two  birds  must 
have  had  (but  one  nest,  although  the 
eggs  were  .indistinguishable  from  one 
another. 

CHAS.    P.   ALEXANDER. 

Gloversville,  N.  Y. 


182 


THE  OOLOGISl 


E.  H.  Short:  — 

Dear  Sir: — On  Oct.  7th  of  this  year 
I  found  a  nest  of  three  young  Gold- 
finches nearly  ready  to  fly.  The  nest 
was  in  a  cypress  a^bout  six  feet  up:  Is 
not   thia   an   unusual   date? 

AVAN  ROSSEM. 

Ans. — It  would  be  in  the  East.  Let 
us  hear  from  other  Western  collec- 
tors. 


Editor   Oologist:  — 

Dear  Sir: — I  was  interested  to  note 
the  comparative  measurements  of 
eggs  of  the  Great  Blue  Heron  from 
different  sections  of  the  country,  by 
Mr.  Thompson  in  the  September  Oolo- 
gist. It  seems  to  me  that  if  those 
who  possess  eggs  of  any  of  the  wide- 
ly distributed  species  would  submit 
the  measurements  to  the  Oologist  for 
publication,  whenever  those  measure- 
ments are  unusual,  that  there  might 
thus  be  brought  to  light  much  inter- 
esting and  instructive  data. 

I  note  in  the  measurements  refer- 
red to  a;bove,  that  the  eggs  from 
Maine  are  much  more  elongated  than 
any  others.  I  have  a  set  of  two  eggs 
of  the  Bald  Eagle  taken  in  Maine, 
which  are  very  unusual  in  the  same 
way,  measuring:  3.20  x  2.27  and  3.04 
X  2.21  in.  If  it  is  a  general  tendency 
for  eggs  of  a  species  to  more  elongate 
in  one  section  than  in  another,  it 
would  be  of  interest  to  know  the  fact 
and  to  search  for  the  reason. 

B.   G.    WILrLARD, 

Millis,    Mass. 


A   Morning's   Egg   Hunt. 


Sunday  morning,  June  16th,  this 
past  spring  was  just  about  the  right 
time  to  look  up  the  warblers  and 
smaller  breeders,  as  they  were  all  a 
couple  of  weeks  later  than  usual.  I 
was  up  at  dayight  and  was  soon  hust- 
ling up  the  river  road  for  the  mouth 


of  a  large  mountain  stream.  Birds: 
were  singing  everj'T\'here  along  the 
mountain  side  and  among  others  I 
heard  several  mourning  warblers,  but 
did  not  stop,  and  the  only  nests  noted 
were  several  catbirds  and  robins.  Ar- 
riving at  the  turning  in  point,  I  was 
scon  walking  on  an  old  log  road  and 
then  I  slowed  up  and  began  to  look 
for  nests.  The  valley  of  this  stream 
and  surrounding  mountains  is  wild 
land  and  uninhabited.  In  the  valley 
for  aibout  5  miles  is  a  heavy  and  al- 
most continuous  growth  of  rhododen- 
dron or  buck  laurel.  For  several 
miles  the  timber  is  heavy  and  is  made 
up  in  a  great  part  of  hemlock  and 
some  pine.  Many  big  boulders  lie  scat- 
tered about  and  the  ground  is  car- 
peted with  deep  moss  and  beautiful 
ferns.  In  this  region  and  similar 
places  hereabouts  when  the  condi- 
tions are  so  Canadian,  many  of  the 
more  northern  breeders  find  a  sum- 
mer home  and  such  northern  mam- 
mals as  the  varying  hare  or  white 
rabbit,  porcupine,  woodland  jumping 
mouse  still  flourish. 

It  was  a  beautiful  day,  clear  and 
cool,  and  birds  were  singing  every- 
where. I  started  in  and  went  slow, 
and  after  the  trip  was  ended  I  con- 
cluded it  was  one  of  the  best  trips 
I  ever  had.  Going  but  a  short  dis- 
tance a  pair  of  juncos  became  great- 
ly excited.  The  cause  I  soon  found 
was  a  nestful  of  five  eggs  under  the 
edge  of  the  bank  along  the  road.  Very 
soon  I  s'potted  a.  Magnolia  warbler's 
nest  in  the  top  of  a  little  bunch  of 
hemlock  about  five  feet  up.  It  held 
three  eggs,  which  I  left  for  a  full  set. 
Stopping  to  drink  from  a  clear,  cold 
spring,  I  noticed  another  Magnolia's 
nest  situated  about  the  same  and  con- 
taining one  egg.  Farther  up  where 
the  timber  was  heavy  and  the  ground 
damp  and  shady  I  noticed  way  out  on 
the  edge  of  a  long  drooping  hemlock 
limb   and   directly  over  the  stream   a 
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vireo  sitting  on  her  nest.  It  was 
about  20  feet  from  the  ground  so  I 
shinned  up  a  birch  that  grew  just 
within  about  10  feet  of  the  nest  and 
as  soon  as  I  got  a  little  above  the 
nest  I  found  as  I  expected  a  solitary 
vireo  at  ihome.  Descending,  I  cut  a 
pole,  fastened  a  fork  istick  on  the  end 
for  a  hook,  and  again  ascending,  I 
pulled  the  limib  over  and  safely  land- 
ed the  nest.  In  a  laurel  swamp  where 
the  tinTber  was  open  I  heard  a  yel- 
low-bellied flycatcher,  but  it  was  a 
nasty  place,  so  I  wasted  no  time.  The 
yellow-belly  is  very  rare  in  summer, 
but  pro'bably  breeds.  For  a  mile  fur- 
ther I  tramped  up  an  old  tramway 
finding  another  Magnolia  nest  with 
an  incomplete  set,  and  then  I  arrived 
at  a  slashing  well  studded  with  scat- 
tering hemlocks  and  'huge  dead  stubs. 
Here  on  the  10th  I  had  heard  the 
loud  call  of  an  olive-sided  flycatcher. 
I  heard  iboth  ibirds  this  time,  and  soon 
found  t'hem  perched  on  ibig  stu'bs.  I 
watched  for  over  an  hour  'but  they 
showed  no  signs  of  nest  building,  so 
I  concluded  the  nest  must  already  'be 
flnished,  and  that  I  might  as  well 
wait  a  week  until  the  old  bird  com- 
menced to  set.  In  June,  1904,  I  locat- 
ed a  pair  and  after  lots  of  watching 
I  found  and  secured  the  nest  and  3 
eggs,  which  as  near  as  I  can  flnd  is 
the  only  record  for  Western  Pennsyl- 
vania. The  bird  is  rare,  but  I  have 
proibobly  seen  more  of  this  bird  and 
more  specimens  in  Pennsylvania 
than  any  collector  in  the  state.  While 
watching  the  flycatchers,  I  saw  plen- 
ty of  birds.  I  noticed  two  birds  ma- 
king regular  trips  to  a  small  beech 
among  the  hemlocks.  G-oing  over,  I 
found  a  nest  of  solitary  vireos  build- 
ing. For  some  reason  this  nest  was 
never  finis'hed. 

Saw  a  yellow-bellied  woodpecker 
feeding  its'  young  hig'h  up  in  an  old 
stub,  and  quite  low  in  another  was  a 
flicker's   nest,   also     full     of     young. 


Mourning  and  chestnut-sided  warb- 
lers also  yellow-throats  were  very 
much  in  evidence,  but  after  thrash- 
ing about  for  a  short  time  amongst  the 
briars  and  brush  I  quit  them.  Also 
noticed  red-tail  and  red-shouldered 
hawks,  besides  many  commoner 
birds. 

Starting  to  cross  the  stream  I  saw 
a  good  big  trout,  possibly  a  foot  long, 
and  while  sizing  him  up  I  noticed  a 
winter  wren's  nest  under  the  end  of 
a  rotten  moss-covered  log  that  stuck 
out  over  the  bank.  It  was,  of  course, 
too  late  for  this,  as  the  young  had  al- 
ready left. 

Starting  up  the  mountain,  I  found 
a  Magnolia's  nest  just  flnished.  In  a 
heavy  patch  of  mountain  laurel  I 
found  a  beautiful  nest  of  the  black- 
throated  blue  warbler,  containing  3 
egs,  which  I  left.  Coming  out  on 
a  point  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
mountain  I  found  a  Magnolia  at  home 
on  four  fresh  eggs.  There  was  quite 
a  bed  of  low  thick  laurel  on  this 
point  and  I  bunted  it  over  thoroughly 
with  the  result  that  I  found  two  hand- 
some sets  of  four  each  of  b.-t.  blues, 
also  four  or  five  old  nests  showing 
this  to  be  a  favorite  place. 

A  couple  of  male  Blackburnians 
were  singing  at  this  place  but  I  could 
find  no  nest.  However,  on  my  trip 
the  following  Sunday  I  did  find  a  nest 
from  wbich  a  couple  of  days  later  I 
secured  a  heavily  marked  set  of  four. 
I  visited  the  nest  from  which  on  May 
26th  I  got  the  handsome  set  of  sharp- 
shin  hawks.  As  there  was  no  signs 
of  the  old  birds  about  I  took  the  nest 
along  to  go  with  the  eggs.  Besides 
the  warblers  mentioned  I  saw  several 
water  thrushes  and  black  and  whites, 
a  few  redstarts,  quite  a  number  of 
Canadians  and  black-throated  green 
and  a  few  hooded;  oven-birds,  and 
parulas  were  common. 


184 


THE  OOLOGIST. 


•aaag  -onj 

ic     c<i  GO  lo          va     ic 

t^        1— 1 1— 1 1^  t^  lO  l>- ■<*<  1— <  "-H -^  (N  fH 

*       ************ 

1    1 
< 

«D                           to 
C5         CO                T-HrHCO^^          1010^0 

D.    "S.-W  -«  a  D- a  S"  o.-"'  a.'E  Sf 
OQ     coOOaQGCco<1a20GoaQ<| 

6S  '»30 

tH 

8S  "PO 

(M 

8S  '^^O 

* 

IS  'PO 

»0 

rH                                 1—1 

* 

61  -^^O 

i-H 
* 

n  '%^o 

1— 1  Od  tH         1-H  IC                iH         (M 
*     *    *            *     *                                 * 

6  'l^O 

CO  0 
CCi-l         i-HC<l               '^l^-*         CO               I-H                             r-l(M         1-H 
***                        ****                                                         * 

L  '^OQ 

CCIO 
rH  10  1— I         tH  t>-               CO         Ut)  1— t                      T— 1 
*    *    *                 *                 *           *    * 

08  '^d^g 

(M 

I-H               COCO 

*             *  * 

8S  -^dag 

*                                                          * 

SI  -^dgg 

* 

6  '?d9g 

i-H 
* 

e  -^dag 

* 

8  -^dag 

(M        (MCM        i-HTHt> 
*          *    *          *    *    * 

9S  ^snSnv 

-^                                         r-l         1— 1 

*                                                                                                1 

61  :)sngnY 

y-i        CM 
* 

IX  ^snSny 

iH               tH 

6S  ^inf 

1—1 
* 

1906. 

hville  Warbler 

essee  Warbler 

tern  Parula  Warbler 

e  May  Warbler 

3k-throated  Blue  Warbler 

tie  Warbler 

nolia  Warbler 

-breasted  Warbler 

'k-poll  Warbler 

'kbuniian  Warbler 

;k-throated  Green  Warbler 

n  Warbler 

er  Thrush 

necticut  Warbler 

%dian  Warbler 

Black  and  White  Warbler 

Golden-winged  Warbler 

Yellow  Warbler 

Cerulean  VV^irbler 

Chestnut-sided  Warbler 

Ovenbird 

Northern  Yellow-throat 

Yellow-breasted  Chat 

American  Redstart 

THB  OOLOOI8T. 


185 


THE   QUAIL  TRAP. 
From    Connecticut. 


The  Quail  Trap,  Oct.  23,  1907— No, 
we  were  not  awheel  during 'the  spring 
migration,  or  in  the  early  siummer, 
nor  is  the  tonaieau  of  a  motor  car  at 
any  season  an  icleal  place  to  observe 
the  movements  of  birds.  And  night 
flyers  rarely  flew  into  the  forward 
glare  of  our  acetylene.  'Moving  lights 
so  slose  to  ibushless  unturfed  road- 
way do  not  appear  to  attract  jour- 
neying birds  like  the  tall  mariner's 
lanterns  along  the  coast  in  direct 
lines  of  migration.  But  as  the  cars 
run  more  at  night  and  go  further 
afield,  now  and  then  a  deer  may  ibe 
fascinated  or  charmed  by  the  head- 
lights. But  this  novel  firelighting  is 
not  likely  to  become  a  fad  at  present. 
Several  times  we  have  seen  rabbits 
and  skunks  run  under  the  car  on 
moonlight    nig'hts. 

In  running  at  half  speed  from  York 
Beach,  Maine,  along  moist  of  the 
beaches  in  New  Hampshire,  Massa- 
chusetts, Rhode  Island  and  Connecti- 
cut and  all  along  the  south  shore  of 
Long  Is'land,  we  saw  about  the  usual 
number  of  small  beach-ibirds,  gulls, 
surf  ducks  and  common  waders. 
Black-crowned  nights  and  great  blues 
were  commonly  noted,  but  no  white 
herons'.  But  this  season  six  snowies 
stayed  over  night  in  the  brackish 
pools  on  Groton  Long  Point  in  our 
own  county.  Two  eagles  were  seen 
fishing  for  flotsam  and  jetsam  at 
Hampton  Beach.  Earlier  in  the  sea- 
son, motoring  to  the  war  oflJce,  we 
narrowly  missed  surprising  a  fine 
whitebeak  in  the  Boothbay  'barn  lot 
— ^once  the  Dr.  Sweet  place: — ^on  Le- 
banon Green.  Eagles  of  both  species 
are  so  rare  on  Connecticut  farms 
that  they  figure  largely  in  the  village 
chronicles.  Their  visits  are  too  of- 
ten welcomed  with  a  charge  of  squir- 
rel sihot. 


No  sparrowhawks  were  seen  during 
the  last  week's  run  and  goshawks 
have  not  yet  come  down.  But  both 
goshawks  and  snowy  owls  will  ibe 
seen  by  the  sharp-eyed  motorists 
along  shore  next  month.  Passing 
through  Narragansett  Pier  twice,  we 
were  lucky  enough  to  see  part  of  the 
stray  fiight  of  hawks,  all  hig*hfliers 
and  not  easily  determined.  The 
three  buteos  and  one  accipiter  were 
among  the  few  we  saw  on  trees  by 
the  roadside.  The  southbound^  worr- 
iers did  not  seem  to  be  partial  to  the 
asphalt  and  macadam,  and  we  de- 
termined but  six  species  from  the 
machine. 

We  saw  the  famous  Ipswich  spar- 
row near  Swampscott — or  felt  sure 
we  did.  In  a  fisherman's  doorway 
was  a  large  maple  stump  with  twen- 
ty big  and  little  holes  drilled  in  it. 
Two  of  the  flickers'  boles  could  t)e 
reached  from  the  ground,  and  in 
some  of  the  upper  holes  I  presume 
resident  downies  wer  in  winter  quar- 
ters. I  would  have  given  a  tidy  sum 
if  I  could  transport  that  stump  in  sec- 
tions' tb  a  place  of  honor  in  my  cab- 
inet. In  East  Woodstock  I  had  per- 
mission to  remove  just  suc'h  an  apart- 
ment house  of  the  carpenters  (as  tie 
Cubans  call  them),  but  a  high  wind 
blew  down  and  splintered  my  prize. 
Nowhere  on  the  south  sihore  of  Long 
Island  did  we  see  one  of  the  great 
assemblies  of  swallows'  siuch  as  I  have 
repeatedly  seen  on  the  north  side  be- 
yond Orient.  While  tlie  Road  Run- 
ner was  rapidly  skimming  through 
Larchmont  and  New  Rochelle,  we 
saw  two  ibirds  near  at  'hand  and 
a  bunch  a  little  way  from  the  car 
which  by  the  law  of  exclusion  must 
have  been  startlings.  These  intro- 
duced birds  are  increasings  along  the 
Bay  shore,  not  uncommon  in  New 
Haven,  and  have  now  appeared  in 
Mystic  and  New  London  in  our  own 
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county.      (See  Bird   Lore  for   Septem- 
ber.) 

The  licensed  gunners  of  the  state 
would  now  form  a  grand  army  corps 
of  12,000  men.  This  may  be  a  good 
sc'hool  in  case  of  war  with  Japan,  but 
it  means  present  death  to  bobwhite, 
this  year's  chicken  hatch,  and  many 
an  old  "Biddy."  Suppose  all  the  Nor- 
wich noible  500  should  "go"  at  once. 
But  just  suppose  two-thirds,  or  only 
one-half  of  this  home  guard  of  woods. 
Imagine  the  noisy  scene!  It'  would 
belittle  the  War  in  Flanders  or  the 
confusion  attending  the  famous  Bat- 
tle of  the  Frogs  at  Windham. 

The  law  does  not  prescribe  or  limit 
the  battery  to  be  taken  afield  by  the 
licensees.  So  presumably  anything 
can  be  carried  from  a  toy  pistol  and 
duck  gun  up  to  a  Gatling  cannon. 
And  some  gunners  are  coming  near 
to  a  Gatling  in  the  auto  or  pump  gun, 
wbich,  when  turned  loose  on  a  big 
bunch  of  birds  rising  singly,  does 
murderous  work.  As;  I  write,  eight 
reports  in  quick  succession  tell  us 
that  the  auto-gun  is  at  work  in  our 
woods,  and  I  fear  it  means  slaughter 
of  the  innocents.  There  is  a  family 
of  grey  squirrels  feeding  daily  on  the 
nuts  of  the  famous  hickory  in  the 
Boothby  yard  on  Lebanon  green,  and 
the  raiders  are  welcomed  by  the  fam- 
fly.  But  who  of  the  big  Norwich  con- 
tingent will  be  the  first  to  shoot  at 
the  greys  now  living  in  the  Little 
Plain  on  Broadway?  We  freed  a  pair 
there  kindly  given  us  by  Mrs.  .Thurs- 
ton Lillibrddge.  '  As  I  foretold,  the 
country  news-budgets  weekly  record 
the  shooting  of  great  horned  and  bar- 
red owls  by  the  licensed  shooters. 
This  is  a  pity,  when  these  owls  keep 
down  the  vermin  and  red  squirrels. 
Several  great  blue  herons  have  also 
been  killed,  and  in  only  one  instance 
has   this  illegal   act  been   punished. 

A   Woodcock   came   into   the   garden 
of   B.  P.  Bishop  on   Broadway  in  Aug- 


ust. I  can  recall  the  time  when  the 
late  S.  T.  C.  Merwin — ^the  crack  local 
of  his  day — used  to  get  two  or  three 
woodcock  every  season  near  Apple- 
ton  Meech's  spring,  now  on  the  con- 
vent ground  at  the  foot  of  Otis  street. 
On  Oct.  2  a  Florida  gallin^lle  was 
killed  by  the  wires  on  the  Baltic  road 
and  brought  in  to  me  by  Selectman 
Lillibridge.  I  bave  met  this  gallinule 
once  on  Fisher's  Island,  twice  at  Say- 
brook  and  sparingly  on  Long  Island. 
The  waterbirds  of  this  county  are  not 
well  written  up  and  a  chapter  in  their 
life  histories  could  be  added  by  Nor- 
wich observers.  It  would  surprise 
many  to  know  that  last  June  both 
rail  and  marsh  wrens  were  breeding 
within  10  minutes'  walk  of  Franklin 
Square.  Mr.  'Renno  Blackstone  found 
a  full  set  of  incubated  eggs  of  Grebe 
right  here  at  home.  My  own  horned 
owls  are  faring  finely  in  their  roomy 
home  near  the  Quail  Trap.  They  rel- 
ish their  eight  ounces  of  raw  beef 
nightly  and  are  lively  and  in  full 
plumage.  The  heavy  winter  furring 
on  their  feet  is  like  that  of  the  Arc- 
tic owls!  whose  advance  guard  is  com- 
ing to  us  soon. 

Of  destroyers  of  bird  life  other 
than  the  self-styled  sportsmen,  there 
has  been  no  lack  at  the  Quail  Trap 
this  summer.  I  surprised  two  black 
snakes  fighting  over  a  nest  of  young- 
redwings  and  Cyfil  Paine  killed  a 
five-foot  racer  with  a  female  robin 
in  its  mouth.  In  our  meadow  full  of 
redwings,  few  nests  escaped  rifling. 
Huge  snapping  turtles  have  been 
abundant  this  year  and  they  get  some 
birds.  One  foggy  morning  in  August 
from  the  first  car  for  Worcester  out 
of  Southbridge,  I  saw  the  motorman 
get  several  huge  tortoises  from  the 
tracks,  and  he  made  an  honest  penny 
by  selling  the  turtles  to  restaurants. 
Since  my  warning  about  the  Italian 
aliens  these  gentry  have  not  only 
been    shooting    on    Sunday,    shooting 
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without  license  and  bagging  small 
birds,  but  in  Mystic  Lyme,  and  other 
towns  'have  been  trying  to  kill  the 
game  wardens  sent  in  the  woods  to 
arrest  them. 

C.   L.   RAWSON. 


The  Great   Grey   Owl    in   Eastern   New 
York. 


The  Great  Grey.  Owl,  Scotiaptex 
cinerea,  is  a  rare  and  somewhat 
irregular  visitor  in  Eastern  New 
York.  E.  H.  Short  does  not  Include 
the  species  in  his  "Birds  of  Western 
New  York,"  nor  does  R.  Hoffman 
make  mention  of  it  in  "Birds  of  New 
England  and  Eastern  New  York." 
There  are  two  specimens  on  exhihi- 
tion  in  the  State  Museum  at  Albany. 

I  have  two  records  of  the  occur- 
renec  of  this  bird  in  Fulton  county. 
New  York.  The  first  specimen  was 
prohably  brought  into  the  county  by 
the  heavy  winds  and  severe  snow-fall 
of  Nov.  11,  1906.  The  bird  was  found 
dead  along  the  car  track  near  Broad- 
albin,  on  Nov.  15,  '06,  and  was  sup- 
posed to  have  been  killed  by  contact 
with  the  train.  I  examined  the  bird 
the  next  day  and  made  the  following 
observations: 

"L.  29.25  in.;  extent,  59  in.;  tail, 
12.65  in.;  -bill,  upper  mandible,  bright 
soap-yellow,  except  along  tomia  where 
it  is  ashy-white;  lower  mandible, 
greyish.  Facial  disc,  light  grey,  with 
concentric,  rather  indistinct  marks  of 
blackish-brown,  or  black;  a  large 
dark  mark  at  lower  edge  of  disc  on 
each  side  of  hill.  Under  parts  white 
heavily  striped  and  streaked  with 
dark  blackish^brown;  upper  part  of 
breast  unmarked,  whitish;  above, 
brown,  mottled  with  white."  Sex, 
male;   stomach  empty. 

A  second  specimen  was  brought  in- 
to Hotaling's  Taxidermist  office  on 
Dec.  16,  1906.  This  specimen  was 
claimed  to  have  been  secured  in  the 


northern  part  of  Fulton  county,  (pos- 
sibly over  the  line  in  Hamilton  coun- 
ty), and  is  a  female  bird,  slightly 
larger  than  the  other  with  shorter 
alar  extent  (30.12  in.  and  56  in.)  re- 
spectively. 

C.  P.  ALEXANDER. 


Please   Note. 

If  your  subscription  has  expired  or 
expires  with  this  number  you  will  re- 
ceive no  more  copies  of  The  Oologist 
until   we  receive  your  renewal. 

If  you  renew  a  month  before  your 
subscription  runs  out  you  will  avoid 
the  necessity  of  sending  for  back  is- 
sues  to  keep  your  files   complete. 

We  are  sending  bills  this  month  to 
all  who  are  in  arrears.     If  your  sub- 
scription expires  with   this  issue   you 
will  find  j-our  wrapper  so  stamped. 
BUS.  MGR. 


In   Review. 

"American  Birds,"  by  Wm.  L.  Fin- 
ley.  Studies  from  life  with  the  aid 
of  the  camera.  247  pages,  127  half- 
tones from  photos,  cloth.  Chas.  Scrib- 
ners"  Sons.. 

This  work  seems  typographically 
perfect  and  the  contents  are  interest- 
ing from  cover  to  cover.  Mr.  Finley 
mentions  his  indebtedness  to  Mr. 
Bohlman  in  the  introduction  and 
from  the  copyright  marks  on  many 
plates,  we  judge  that  this  was  quite 
considerable. 

Mr.  Finley  states  in  his  introduc- 
tion that  "to  the  ordinary  bird  lover 
a  robin,  flicker,  chickadee,  etc.  is  the 
same,"  irrespective  of  whether  east- 
ern or  western  species.  While  almost 
all  the  contents  of  the  book  treat  of 
western  (Pacific  coast)  observations, 
he  writes  for  the  whole  country  on 
the  above  assumption. 

Assuming  this  statement  to 
be  true,  it  is  apparently  another  case 
where  "the  ordinary  bird  lover"  has 
something  to  learn. 
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We  read  the  first  study  in  the  book 
through  carefully  (Hummingbird 
Studies').  The  editor  of  the  Oologist 
has  no  field  acquaintance  with  West- 
ern Hummers,  but  he  has  had  several 
opportunities  to  make  pleasant  and 
profitable  visits  to  Mrs.  Rubythroat  of 
the  Eastern  U.  S.,  while  she  was 
home-building  and  housekeeping,  and 
in  some  respects  his  observations  did 
not  point  to  the  same  conclusions  as 
Mr.  Finley  arrived  at. 

We  have  not  found  the  Eastern 
bird  selecting  nesting  sites  with  ref- 
erence to  protection  from  storms,  as 
a  rule.  In  other  respects  their  hab- 
its appear  to   differ. 

Again,  on  page  46,  he  speaks  of  it 
toeing  a  very  rare  occurrence  for  a 
Wrd  to  sing  on  the  nest,  and  quotes 
Mr.  Burroughs  in  support.  Did  eittier 
Mr.  Finley  or  Mr.  Burroughs  ever 
make  a  close  study  of  a  pair  of  nest- 
ing warbling  vireos? 

As  far  as  our  oibservations  go,  every 
sitting  bird  of  this  species  slngS'  from 
its  nest  in  early  morn,  to  its  mate,  al- 
ways  in   the   near  vicinity. 

On  page  11  he  advances  a  theory 
in  explanation  of  the  apparent  exile 
of  the  father  Hummer  during  the 
rearing  of  the  annual  family  that  may 
be  correct. 

I  might  say  much  more.  It  is  full 
of  interest.     Read  it. 

ERNEST  H.   SHORT. 


To  the  Editor  Oologist, 

Dear   Sir:  — 

Will  you  kindly  tell  me  if  possible 
what  kind  of  bird  makes  a  nest  of 
grasses  wrapped  nicely  with  leaves 
with  a  very  little  hair  inside,  very 
deep  about  5  or  6  inches,  and  very 
rough  on  the  top,  no  pretention  what- 
ever to  forming  an  edge  as  mostbirds 
do.  The  grasses  stand  straight  up 
not  formed  around.  Nest  situated 
near  stream  in  the  ground.  The  eggs 
are  pure  white  and  about  about  size 
of  Phoebe's  and  spotted  with  reddish 
brown  near  the  larger  end. 

I  found  the  nest  but  could  not  see 
the  bird  at  all  waited  a  long  time.     I 


think  it  must  be  some  kind  of  a  wai'b- 
ler.  Can  you  tell  from  my  rather 
vague  description. 

Hoping  you  can  assist  me  and 
thanking  you  in  advance  for  any  in- 
formation I  remain, 

Yours   sincerely, 

H.  P.  B. 
Mass. 
Would  have  to  see  the  eggs.     [Ed."] 
Toledo,  O.,  Oct.  14. 


Mr.  Ernest  H.  Short, 

Dear    Sir:  — 

I  wish  to  record  the  capture  of  a 
Willet  (symphemia  semipalmata)  by 
Mr.  A.  K.  Secor  and  Mr.  Wm.  A. 
Ketcham,  both  well  known  business 
as  well'  as  sportsmen,  at  Cedar  Point, 
Oct.  10,  1907.  This  is  an  extremely 
rare  bird  here;  there  is  no  record 
that  I  can  find  since  1880,  although 
this  is  the  third  specimen  that  these 
gentlemen  have  taken;  the  others 
have  not  ibeen  preserved. 
Your   truly, 

A.  C.  Read. 


Ed.   Oologist:  — 

Oct.  27,  1907,  while  out  hunting,  I 
saw  an  albino  crow,  which  was  feed- 
ing in  a  corn  field  in  company  with 
a  common  black  fellow.  The  plum- 
mage  was  entirely  white,  with  the 
exception  of  the  tail  feathers,  which 
were  marked  with  black.  It  was 
very  s'hy  and  could  sot  ^be  approach- 
ed. 

W.  W.  Jr., 
Oct.  1,   '07.  Kalamazoo,  Mich. 


EXPLANATORY. 
In    regard   to   our   new    Adv.    Policy. 

For  the  following  reasons,  while  as 
stated  in  the  "Oologist"  Vol.  XXI. 
No.  8,  Aug.,  1904;  we  have  accepted 
such  advertisements  only  on  the  un- 
derstanding that  the  specimens  were 
legally  collected  in  accordance  with 
the  Game  Laws  of  the  State  or  Coun- 
ty where  collected  and  hence  S'hould 
be  legally  salable  for  the  purposes 
stipulated  in  the  right  to  collect,  still 
we  are  informed  that  the  Andubon 
Societies  and  some  of  the  State  Game 
Commissions  object  to  any  tendency 
tow'ard  these  leaving  the  collectors 
hands  as  a  commercial  commodity, 
and  thej^  also  claim,  probably  with 
some  reason,  that  such  advertisements 
may  tend  to  encourage  illegal  collect- 
ing. 
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NEW    POLICY 

S\jbscribers,     Advertisers 

N  OTIC  E 


FIRST.  In  line  with  the  decision  recently  published  by  the  "Condor'^ 
and  for  the  same  reasons,  i  e.  That  the  provision  for  scientific  collecting 
under  the  Song  Bird  Law  did  not  contemplate  commercial  collecting. 

The  Publisher  and  Manager  of  this  paper,  the  "Oologist,"  hereby 
announce  that,  beginning  November  last,  they  will,  hereafter  decline 
all  advertisements  or  sale  notices  offering  to  buy  or  sell,  N.  American  bird 
skins  or  eggs  for  cash  except  skins  of  game  birds  and  birds  of  prey. 

SECOND.  Hereafter  the  "Oologist"  will  be  sent  only  to  subscribers 
whose  subscriptions  are  fully  paid  in  advance. 

All  premium  offers  except  as  printed  in  this  issue  or  hereafter  are 
hereby  withdrawn.  A  statement  of  account  to  date  will  soon  be  sent  all 
who  are  in  arrears  and  those  who  have  not  settled  in  accordance  with 
terms  thereon  by  January  ist  will  be  dropped. 

Canadian  Subscribers  Notice.  Owing  to  the  increased  Canadian 
postage,  combination  and  premium  offers  will  not  apply  to  Canada  sub- 
scriptions unless  accompanied  by  12  cents  per  year  extra. 

F.  H.  LATTIN,  E.  H.  SHORT, 

Publisher.  Ma-naLger* 
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52nd  Thousand  !       52nd  ! 
BIRD    GUIDE. 

BY  CHESTER  A.  REED,  S.  B. 

Author  of   North   American  Birds  Egg^,  and  with  Frank  M.  Chapman  of  Color  Key  to  North  American    Birds 
Editor  of  the  American  Bird  Magazine. 

This  is  a  popular  pocket  guide  and  text  book  to  ALL  THE  LAND  BIRDS  EAST 
OF  THE  ROCKIES,  from  the  Parrots  to  the  Bluebirds.     It  is  prepared  especially  for 

teachers  and  students,  after  years  of  study  as  to  their 
needs.  It  has  the  following  points  of  superiority  over 
any  other  Bird  Book: 

COLORED  ILLUSTRATIONS.— Every  bird  is 
shown  in  natural  colors,  including  females  and  young 
when  they  differ. 

SCOPE. — ^ii  the  land  birds  east  of  the  Rockies 
are  included.  It  gives  the  range  and  habit  of  each 
bird,  their  songs  as  nearly  as  they  can  be  written,  and 
description  of  their  nests  and  eggs. 

SMALL  SIZE. — It  can  easily  be  carried  in  the 
pocket,  measuring  but  3x5  inches.  200  pages,  bound 
in  flexible  sock  cloth  or  leather.  We  have  made  the 
price  of  the  book  as  low  as  possible  considering  the 
good  workmanship  and  material  that  is  used.  It  is  s» 
low  that  anyone  can  afford  it,  but  no  one  can  afford  to 
be  without  it, 

IT  NAMES  THE  BIRDS  FOR.  YOU 

Bound  in  flexible  sock  cloth,  postpaid 

SO  C  E  N  TS 

Five  cloth  bound  copies  for  $2.00  postpaid 

Bound  in  flexible  leather,  75cts.     Five  copies  for  $3.00  postpaid. 

We  want  agents  in  every  city,  tou/n  and  school.  Good  commissions. 
Send  for  prospectus  of  Bird  Books  and  sample  copy  of  the  AMERICAN 
BIRD  MAGAZINE. 


CHAS.  K.  REED, 


WORCESTER.,  MASS. 
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OOLOGY  OF  NEW  ENGLAND 

By  E.  A.  CAPEN. 

A  Full  and  Complete  Description  of  the  Eggs,  Nests  and  Breeding 
Habits  of  all  the  Birds  known  to  Breed  in  New  England 

Complete  in  One  Qua.rto  Volume 

—WITH — 

Three    Hundred    sk-nd    Twenty   Three  (523)   Full  Sized  Lithogra.phic 
IllxjstraLtions.  Colored  Tr\ie  to  Na.ture, 

This  magnificent  volume  was  published  in  1885  at  ^15.00  net  and  has 
long  been  out  of  print. 

Last  summer  among  the  effects  of  the  late  E.  A.  Capen  a  few  copies  of 
this  valuable  work  uncut,  untrimmed  and  unbound,  but  each  copy- 
assembled  and  wrapped  ready  for  the  binder,  were  unearthed,  and  although 
"out  of  business"  the  undersigned  secured  them.  If  interested  write  or 
order  a  copy  before  it  is  too  late.  Highly  endorsed  by  all  leading  orni- 
thologists. 

Address,  FRANK  H.  LATTIN,  M.  D.. 

Albion.  N.  Y. 

JS®°"Parties  wishing  to  procure  a  copy  of  Capen's  should  address  the 
:above  who  will  quote  best  price  or  advise  where  the  same  can  be  obtain- 
ed— if  obtainable.  The  few  copies  I  possess  are  being  distributed  among 
my  old  "  O.  and  O."  friends  at  a  nominal  rate.  F.  H.  L. 
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Jnst  th«  Thlnd  for  HU  Clirlatinas 
MODEL   B 

Bull  DotS  Suspenders 

THE  STANDARD  because  they  fit,  because  they  contain  more 
and  better  rubhor  than  other  makes,  allowing  easy,  free 
movetnent  of  the  body  in  every  position;  because  they  have  gold-gilt 
metal  parts,  guaranteed  not  to  rust  or  tarnish,  and  because  the  cord 
ends  arc  stronsorthan  usually  found  in  suspenders,  preventing  them 
from  fraying  and  wearing  through. 

THEY  OUTWEAR  THREE  ORDINARY  KINDS,  WHICH  MEANS 

THREE  TIMES  TUE  SERVICE  OF  USUAL  50  CENT  SORTS. 

The  Most  Comfortable  Suspenders  Made  for  Man,    Y'onth  or  Boy 

In  I  ight.  Heavy  or  Extra  Heavy  Weights,  Extra  I.ong(No  Extra  Cost) 

Sensible,  Inexpensive  Gifts  Every  Man  and  Boy  Will  Gladly  Receive 

FOR    THE    BEST    INSIST    ON    MODEL    B    BULL    DOB    SUSPENDEE^ 

HEWES  &  POTTER.   Dept. 
87  Lincola  St.  Boatoa.  Ma«a. 

Our  useful   Bull  Doo  Scspendib  Comb     and  Case  mailed  for  10c,    postaee. 

Instructive  booklet,    "Style,  or    How  to  Dress  Correctly," 

free  if  you  mention  this  publication. 
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GUN  FOR  SALE. 

A  new  unused  Stevens  double  barrel,  breech 
loading  shot  gun.  Especially  made  with  re- 
inforced breech  for  smokeless  powder.  Top 
lever,  rebounding  locks,  choke  bore,  \2  ga.,^ 
30  in.    bbls.     $18.00  cash  gets  it. 

ERNEST  H.  SHORT, 
Chili,  N.Y. 
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T    OUT 

A  NEW  UP-TO-DATE 

Check  List  of  North  American  Birds 

Contains  all  new  additions  and  changes  to  A.  O.  U.  list 
arranged  according  to  A.  O.  U.  Nomenclature  and  giving  both 
common  and  scientific  names.     i6  pages  on  good  paper. 

PRICE 

3c  each.  30c  per  dozen.  $2.00  per  hundred 

ADDRESS 

OOLOGIST,  Albion,  N.  Y.    or    ERNEST  H.  SHORT,  Chili,  N.  Y. 
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